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THU 
LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


—_—p-—— 


RATNAGIR{E (RUTNAGHERRY). 





Tura Colleclorate adjoins Kolibé on the south, and consists of a 
narrow strip of country of about 160 miles in length, between tho 
Sahyddri ronge and the Indian Ocoan, lying botweon 15° 40! 
and 18° 5' N. lat, dad 78° 6 and 78° 35’ E long. In the extreme 

nth lios tho Vengurla (Vingorla) subdivision, which is only 
abort fot milos broad, and is bounded on the east by tho Sivant- 
vidi State, * Por most of tho remainder of the distaneo from 
north to south the SahydAdvi rango forms a natural boundary, and 
agporates Ratndgfi{ from the Kolhipur Stato and the Satirt 
Golleatornte. Its nrov is about 8,790 square milos, and the 
donsity of its population is ‘about 290 souls por squaro mile, Tt 
contains tho nine subdivisions of Dépoli, Khed, Chiplun, Sangae 
meshvar, Ratnigfri, Rajipur, Doogad, Milvan, and Vonguila, 
It is as o whole lilly and rugged, Tho hills, formerly covered 
with forests, have boon terribly denuded, and now for tho most 
part consist of bare vock, Tho vernaculw langungo of Ratnigirf 


ipatnlralti, 

fe fort of Malvan, or, Sindhudurg, was coded in 1812 by the 

Rad of Kolhépur, and at the same timo Vongurla (Vingorla) by 

the Sivantvadi Chiof, at the instance of tho British Governmont, 
von. Th 
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2 THE LAND REVENUE OR BOMBAY. 

with a view to put a stop to the piracy prevalent on the coast, 
which those chiefs had proved unable to put down. These were 
the first portions of the Ratnigfri Collectorate that came under 
regular British revenue administration. Since 1785, however, 
Béinkot (for some time called Fort Victoria), anid nine villages 
surrounding it, had been ceded by the Peshvé, but the revenue 
administration was confined to the letting of the liquor-producing 
trees in and about the fort itself. In 1817, after the final over- 


throw of the Peshva’s power at the battle of Kirkee, the re- ° 


mainder of the Collectorate was taken possession of after the 
various forts had been captured. Its management was placed, in 
the first instance, in the hands of a Resident, with head. -quarters 
ab MAlvan. This appointment was abolished in 1819, and the 
district placed under a Collector with head-quarters at Bankot, 
but these were moved to Ratndgirf in the following year. In 
1880, with the transfer of the three subdivisions on the north of 
Béinkot to the Noithern Konkan, it became a Sub-collectorate, 


but two years later it was again made a Collectorate, and has , 


continued so ever since, 

In Ratnégfrf, where from the prevalent revenue system of the 
country they were wanted less than in other parts, there was a 
superfluity of hereditary district officers undér various denomi- 
nations, but with similar functions in the superintendence of fio 
land revenue to those in force elsewhere, They had loss inflttenoe 
and power than the Deshmukhs and Deshpindés of the Deccan, 
inasmuch aa they had but little scopo for interference in the 
internal concerns of the #hoti villages or in those in whigh 
peasant proprietors, Dhérakaris, held on rents not liable to fluctu. 
ation from year to year, The district officers wore finally disposed 
of by Government agresing to take 54 annas in the rupeo of their 
emoluments in lieu of service, and to confirm the remainder to 
them as private property, The origin of the Khots appears to 
data from: the commencement of the 16th century, when they 
were introduced in the revenue settlement made by Yusuf Adil 
Shah, of Bijapur, partly as farmers of revenue and partlfgo 
carry oui the duties elsewhere in the hands of Patels, or ae 
headmen, They were gf different’ castes, but mostly Brahmths, 
and, being men of influence, and to a certain extent of capital, 


oes 


RATNA'GIRI'. 8 
gained such a hold on their position that they soon came to be 
rogardad de facto as hereditary farmors, whatevar they may havo, 
originally been de jure, Some of them were found, on the intro- 
driction of British rule, to hold on written titles, sanade, and. 
some not. The deeds of the former dated mostly from the time 
of Yusuf Adil Shh, and showed that they were in some cnses 
granted for the purposo of restoring the prospority of villages. 
sOthors had acquived their villages by morigage from tho Dhirt- 
karis,” oy derived their rights from farmers to whom the villages 
had been rented about the middle of the 18th contury, and none 
of these hold sanads, Somo deeds were granted by tho Peshvé’s 
direct authority, and othors by that of local subordinate officérs 
or farmers of revenue, the latter not being considered to possess 
the power to make such grants. Little or no distinction, how- 
eyor, has beon drawn, undor British rulo botween those holding by 
virtue of deeds and those not possessed of such titles, and all 
have been troated alike aa, at all ovonts, hereditary farmers, if not 
proprietors, of their villages. 

Under tho Khots there havo always existed tenants possessed of 
moro of less fixity of tenure, Dhérdkaris have from the first boon 
admitted to be proprictors of their lands, subject only to the pay- 

ent of tho dues of the State, which were not liable to increase 
Broont on tho occasion of a genoral revision of assessment: from, 
those tonants tho. Khots could demand no move in any shape, 
Dhspatknris had equal proprictury rights with the Dhérikavis, but 
4pMid Ra, 10 oxtva on each khandi of rico; similarly Didpatkaris 
‘phAYLA maymda and Dupatknris two maunds (man) on ovary : 
malwd’ of grain ront, but none of thom woro liable to perform tho 
manual labour for the Khois that ordinary tenants, known under 
the gonoral namo of ardhelia, or half.crop tenants, had to render, 
This ‘last class have always ativacted notice as being far below tho 
paople of the Deccan and Gujarit in intelligence and gonoral 
status, and it has beon the complaint of the Khots that since the 
ofleors of the Survey Look upon themselves to endeavour to better 

@ condition of this class sufficient consideration has not beon 

tad to the fact that she latter aro in reality little betiox then 
‘hotota, whom in many cases tho Khots have ostablished upon, their 
lands, and provide not only with the roquisites for cultivation, but 

1* 
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frequently with the actual necessaries of life, food and the 
sseantiest of clothing. There cau be little doubt that the Survey 
officers, accustomed to deal only with one class of tenants holding 
directly from the State, and therefore sufficiently independent to 
act for themselves, in some degrea allowed themselves to be 
carried away by their feelings, and in endeavouring to raise the 
status of the miserable, dejected, and but half-civilisad creatures 
whom they found in the Southern Konkan, did scanty justice to 
a condition of affairs in which landlords, such as the Khots, 
were far from being the grinding, rack-renting oppressors of their 
imagination, whom they were bound to bring down in order to 
raise their unfortunate victims, It will be seen in the course of 
this chapter in what mischief this philanthropic but ill-judged 
and unreasonable interference with the dealings of landlords and 
tenants inter se resulted, both as regarded Government and tho 
people themselves, until the passing of a special Act of the Legis- 
lature, Act I. of 1880, restored the Khots to their legitimate posi- 
tion, In the early days of British rule no change was made in 
the current system of revenue management. It was seen that 
a knowledge of the actual state of affairs on which reforms could 
be based was so completely confined to the Khots-themselves that 
without the introduction of village accountants, and if practicable 
a survey, very little progress could be made. 
Mr. Elphinstone, when on tourin the Collectorate in 1828, found 
a bad fecling prevalent against the British Government. This 
was due, in his opinion, to the Brahmins, among whom almost all 
tho Peshyé’s officers had been found, and the priests, who missod 
Béjirdo’s lavish bounty, It was said he had been in the habit of 
sending five lakhs of rupees a year to“be spent in charity in the 
Southern Konkan, The Brahmins had almost wnlimited power as 
Khots, and, from being adepts at intrigue, persuaded him to 
adopt views contrary to his own interests. (My. Elphinstone pro- 
bably did not realise in what o state of entire dependence their 
tenants-at-will were on the Khots,) He advocated the establish. 
ment of village accountants, and the conversion of khoti iit) 
kulargt (peasant-proprietary) villages, as fhe Khots’ arbitrary ef!. 
actions, and particularly their demand fox personal labour oncqin 
eight days, gave rise to great discontent. Consistently with the 
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rights of the Khots, therefore, he would take every measure to 
raiso tho condition of the tenants, and the Collector should on. 
deavour to ascortain whether the latter had any rights in which 
Government could protect them, and whother thore was not a 
limjt beyond whioh the demands of the former should not bo 
allowed to go. 

The Oolloctor, seeing that not much could be done towards 
bettering the condition of the mass of the peoplo without a survoy, 
pressed ono forward in difforent parts; but as the monsurors wore 
untrained, and not under European superintendence, tho results 
were not trustworthy. It served, however, to bring to light the 
unreliability of d1d Native measurements, and showed that the real 
avea of cultivation was sometimes double and treble of what was 
recorded, He insisted on a change in the system of nominating 
ignorant members of the hereditary village accountants’ families 
to fulfil tho duties of the office in rotation, and on the nomination 
of one man for the purpose, as well as a better method of keeping 
the accounts, by which private could be more clearly distinguished 
from public claims, and the hots thus shut off from what had 
beon a fruitful source of over-oxaction, Some of tho most op- 
prossive and unpopular cesses were vemitted, the demand for 
unpaid labour was put a stop to, and grievances wore rodressed 
which the people could not through their poverty take into the 
judicial tribunals, Instead of an undefined number of landlords, 
moreovorewho onoh had an opportunity of pulling at tho lonants! 
purse-strings, arrangomonts were made for placing tho collections 
jn the hands of single reprosentative managers with regular emolu» 
ments, who could be made responsible for their dealings with the 
peaple, ‘ 

On thero proposals being placed before Government in a Report, 
it was decided that.the Khots had a horeditary claim to their 
farms, with which it was neithor just nor politic to interfore, Go» 
vernment did not wish to deprive tho Khots of their position and 
office, but without setting aside their established claims tho rights 
df other classes of tenants might be ascertained and secured. 
Theso, as they stood at the best period of Méhratta rule, should bo 
inquired into, to dctormine whether Dhérikaris' rents woro fixed. 
If thoy could not establish such a limil, the avorago payments of 
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former years were to be the future rent, aubject to any exemption 
the Dhfrékaris were able to prove. Those who had made over 
their original rights to the Khots could not claim to be restored to 
their former position unless they could establish fraud on the part 
of the Khots; but whatever rights they still possessed should be 
carefully maintained, Avrdhelis, upris, and other yearly tenants, 
who moved from place to place as they were tempted by favour- 
able te1ms, and who had not even a usufructuary right to the soil, 
had no need of Government interference, as competition among 
the Khots, and ability to move freely into Governments villages 
and elsewhere, would secure them from undue exactions, 

A gradual survey, to be introduced where it cduld be watched 
by the Collector, was authorised, Village accountants were to be 
appointed, but care taken that they did not’ interfere with the 
Khots’ rights. The Khots themselves should be made responsible 
for the village police. 

These instructions, which were supported in 1827 by despatches 
from the Court of Directors, laymg it down as the duty of Go- 
vernment to protect the tenants from the Khots’ exactions, rather 
tended, in the absence of proper information as to who were 
Dharikans and who were tenantes-at-will, to increase the power of 
the Khots, and by 1828 the kholi system was complete in the 
country south of the Bénkot river. Many villages to the north gf 
that river were resumed and placed under the management of 
village accountants, and an attempt mado in thom toeraise the 
position of the tenants-at-will to that of tenants with permanent 
ocoupancy rights. They were, however, so poor that thoy pra 
ferred having a man of capital between them and Government, 
who would advance them the small sums they constantly required, 
to live on and keep up their cultivation. The inquiries instituted 
at this time, however, and a survey carried out in 1829-80 under 
Lieut. Dowell, biought to light the existence of various classes of 
tenants whose rights were more or less adverse to those of the 
Khots, whilst the mghts of others were a matter of contract 
between them and the Khots. . 

No action seems to have been taken on Lieut, Dowell’s’ BUTVEY 5 
but as his inquiries had established the existence of numergus 
rights adverse to those of the Khots, the practice was introduced 
4 
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of renewing their farms only on the condition of their promising 
not to act oppressively, and to respect all such rights. 

Botweon 1830 and 1840 the most opposite views wore hold ag 
to the position of the Khots, some officers urging that of Inte years 
thoy had gaincd powers over their tenants to which they had no 
proper claim, and others that the proprietary right in all purely 
hott villages contored in the Khot, ‘Tho lattor, admitting that 
tho tondoncy of tho sysiom was to keop the non-occupaney tenants 
in abjot poverty, maintained. still that they wove treated by the 
Khots with a certain degroe of hbexality, and. seldom suffered fiom 
absolute want, Some of tho mghis they claimed, however, were 
of such an oxceptional chaacter, that Government directed they 
should not be acknowledged. Of these ono was that of seizing 
tho cattle and houses of ryots leaving their villages. Their ob- 
jection to allowing good houses to bo erected for fear of the 
builders thereby acquiring horeditary rights was overruled by & 
notico being given that the building of such houses would not 
confer any such rights. 

Tn 1881 an ordor appears to have beon issued by Government to 
lovy the xevonuo in cash in place of in kind, as had beon customary. 
Tho Collector objected to this, and was supported by the Revonue 
Commissionor on tho ground thal although the levy in grain might 
havo tho offoct of checking lapro rete, it would pyovent hard. 
ship to tho poople. 

In, tho guccacding year tho levy of habshi or galt coss, amounting 
1o about wrupoo per dbigha, ab Rs.8 on the khandi of rice, aid 
Ra 2h on havik (a course doseription), was abolshod, and it was 
directod that hots should not bo allowed to intorfore with ryots 
who, though not Dhirikaris, had boon in the habit of paying fixod 
grain vente from time immomorial, Govornmont would nob sanca 
tion cortain changes in assossmonts in accordance with tho mon 
auxemonts mado by Lieut, Dowell in tho subdivision of Ratnigirt, 
which tho Collector proposed. 

In 1888 a change was made in tho numbor and. datos for pay- 
m@nt of instalments of revenue, Up to that time one-third had 
hoon domanded in cach of tho three poriods from the 13th Nov. 
fo the lst Jan., the Ist Jan. to tho 15th Teb,, and from thio 15th 
Hob. to tho 1st April: and this wae new ghangod to one-cighth in 
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each of the months of Nov., Dec., and Jan., one-fourth in Feb., 
and three-sixteenths in each of March and April. 

In 1885 the encouragement of reclamations in salt lands was 
authorised by the grant of from fifteen to twenty years’ rent-free 
tenure, and from one-third to one-half of the reclaimed area in 
indm (free gift), in addition to favourable rates of assessment for 
some years after the expiration of the leases. It was decided in 
this year not to place village accountants in khoti villages, where 
the Khots themselves were supposed to keep accounts, and only in 
Khichrt (partly ihott and partly dhirdékari) villages to look after 
the concerns of Dhdrdkaris and other occupancy tenants, who might 
pay their rents directly to the officers of Government and not 
through the Khots. 

In the following year the growth of hemp was encouraged by 
the offer of guaranteeing the permanency of existing rates of 
assessment for twenty-five years. Attention was also directed to 
be pad to the improyement of the sales of the Government share 
of the grain produce by constant watchfuluess of the prices in 
other than local markets, to see whether collusion between dealers 
and other interested parties might be suspected. Barly notices 
of the dates of sale were to be given in the Government “ Gazette,” 
and sezled tenders for purchase invited from Bombay, Thana, and 
elsewhere. 

It being reported in 1887 that the development of sugav- sah 
cultivation was prevented by land in which that crop happened 10 
be grown in the year of survey being entered as 2s (sugar-cane) 
land, and assessed at a higher rate, which was continued until tha 
next survey took place, so that people avoided growing it, it was 
ordered that in such cases and those in which hemp and trees wore 
grown, the ryots should have a guarantee given them against 
increase of assessment, Instructions were algo issued for assessing 
land generally according to its natural capabilities. Encouraging 
reports of the result of the abolition of transit duties on the con; 
dition of the people were received. 

In 1840 it was decided that the Khots were not entitled toe 
rémissions on account of failure of crops, In the previous 

year it was reported that the Government share of produce hag? 
*adhybeen sold in the market, but taken by the ryots at market 
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watos, and that the transaction had proved satisfactory to the 
Inter. 

Tho Collector's proposal to abolish the system of commutation 
rates annually fixed, and fix a vate to be continued until the Survey 
onan averago of ten years’ prices, was nogatiyed on the ground 
that tho existing plan could not press hardly on the people, from 
their always having the option of paying their rents in grain 
instead of in money if they found the commutation rates 100 high. 
A. temporary rovision in garden lands on the average of ten years’ 
paymonts was, however, allowed. 

A Report on a readjustment of the salaries of village account- 
ants, who still Bad to pay for their own supplies of stationery, was 
also called for. 

In 1842 sevonty khoti villages were reported to be under Go- 
vernmont management on account of socurity for payment of their 
roninls not being forthcoming. Of these fourteen were re-let to 
others than tho Khots, and of the remaining fifty-six, thirty-sevon 
did not yield their rentals although thoy wore dircotly managed 
by Government officers, This appears to have arisen from the 
grain commutation rates having been fixed too high, and the Col- 
lector was consured for not having made a special report on the 
ciroumstances, It was ordorod that lapsed zholt villagos should 
not bo farmed out again, but the Khot should be made Patel, and 
tho tonants Dhfrikaris at modorate rates of assessment, 

Tn 1849 Ratndgfrt was mado one of tho charges of the Revonue 
Commissioner of the Southern Division, In this year tho salo of 
tho Government share of produce in small lots instend of all 
together was authorised. A question having arisen as to tho ad- 
visnbility of allowing the bust portions of a Dhérikari’s land to be 
sold, whoreas undor Nativo rulo it had been the practico to allow 
a holding to be sold only as a whole, because a Dhirikari who 
lost his most ydluable flelds must eventually resign all his land, 
Government directed that if such had formorly beon the custom 
a vofusal to enter the name of the purchagor of a portion in the 
Villago books would sufficiently protect the rights of Governmont 
in oases whore only a portion of a holding was sold, 

° Jp 1844 Afty-four villages were roported to be under the ols 
Jeotor’s management, Of these the rontal was not made up 
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thirty-six by Rs, 8,908, and exceeded in fourteen by only Rs, 152, 
while in the remaining four it was just realised, The people were 
inyain urged to retain the Government share of their produce at 
reasonable prices. In garden lands the last survey had been made 
fifty years ago, and in the meanwhile the state of the gardens had 
varied considerably, so that a new survey was urgently requized. 
Dry-crop lands had not been surveyed since 1787-88, and in them, 
to0, new measurements were wanted. The extension of cultivation 
in vartas (hill land) in the meanwhile alone had enabled the people 
to pay their rents, notwithstanding the fall in prices and the op- 
pression of the Khots, which they were enabled to practise in con- 
sequence of the excess of population in proportiofi to the aren of 
land. The revenue appeared to be steadily decreasing, and out of 
ploportion to thé fall in prices. 

In 1849 there were fifty-one %hoti villages under attachment, 
Owing to the late period of the year at which the commutation 
rates were fixed, the Khots weie able to pass off a good deal of 
bad grain on the Collector in payment of the Government share 
of their produce. Orders were accordingly given that the rates 
should be fixed early in the season. 

In this year Captain Wingate, Superintendent of the Survey 
Department in the Deccan and Southern Mahratta Country, was 
directed fo visit Ratnidgff, and report on the advisability gf 
undertaking a survey and assessment of the Collectorate. This 
Report was submitted in January 1851, * 

Captain Wingate found the population of the country so dense, 
that notwithstanding that tho smallest plot of ground where any- 
thing would grow, even up to the tops of the hills, had. been made 
use of for cultivation, sufficient grain .was not produced in it to 
support the people. The proceeds of labour and employment 
elsewhere, in which the majority engaged during tho fair season, 
alone enabled them to keep themselves and thei families, The 
land had become, from the operation of the laws of inheritance 
and other causes, greatly subdivided, and still bore the grain 
assessment: commuted into cash fixed upon it at the last survey; 
this, in consequence of the fall in prices, had become in many : 
places exceedingly burdensome, even in villages held ‘by dixaét 
tenants of the State. In oti villages the Khots had by degrees 
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reduced those who originally might havo been possessed of occu- 
pancy rights in a great measure to tho position of yearly tenants, 
ahd so great was thoir power, through thero being no check on the 
annual ostimatos they mado of the crops to fix their domands, 
that the tenants wore forced to pay whatever was asked, a 
yesorl to arbitration, common in former times, being no longer 
thought of, 

Such being the oxisting relations between the two parties, it 
had to be considored how far 16 would be advisablo to interfere 
between them, No chango in tho Khoti syalem could remove the 
povorly of the district, which was the result of the prossure of, 
population on a*poor soil. But with regard to individuals, it was 
necessary that tho power of the Khots to exact labour from and 
otherwise to hold them down, so that nono caved to improve their 
lands, should be controlled, and a limit secured beyond which the 
Khots’ domands should not be allowed to pass. Tor this purpose 
a regular survey was necessary, which should record tho actual 
state of affairs as to possession and customary iights, garden and 
vice lands, and the more lovel spots where dry crops wero raised 
being marked off into fiolds and classified, so as 1o supply 
materials on which a revised assessment could be based whore it 
was found to be wanting, Toe, however, proposed that boforo a 
camplete survey was undertaken an oxperimont should be mado 
in a few dotached villages. he Rovenuo Commissioner, in for. 
warding this Roport, did not seo tho necessity for an exporimontal 
survey, as tho right of Govornment+1o mako a survey and revise 
assessments was undoubted. It was as nocessary to ascortain 
whether tho Khotg thomselves were uot in some cases too heavily 
asseysed ag to fix the demands of all descriptions of tho Khots 
upon their tonanis, rememboring that, although some of tho latter 
had customary rights adverso to those of the IKhots, there were 
olhers who were mero tenants-at-will, in whose caso a cortain 
amount of manual labour was part of their vent, On those letlors 
Government decided that a survey should, in rico, garden, and 
lo¥el dry-crop lands, mark off Survey ficlds of a considerable size, 
the oxisting fields within tho limits of which should he measured, 
clagsofl, and assessed as separato subordinate numbers, mane 
(hill land) was not to be monsured fh detail, In th¢sourso 
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the survey the particular terms on which each field was held, and 
the length of time it had been in the hands of the present holders 
and their ancestors, should be recorded in the Survey papers. To 
decide what should be the exact provisions of an Act which 
Government considered it would be advisable to pass to enable 
the officers who might ‘be appointed to the duty to settle the rela 
tions between the Khois and their customary and yearly tenants, 
it was thought necessary to have an experimental survey. Such 
& survey was accordingly ordered in a few kulargi (tenant-held) 
as well as Khoti villages, and its result reported on in the follow. 
ing year, On this Captain Wingate came to the conclusion that 
the rents payable by cultivators must bo fixed. The rights of the 
Khots did not go, except in the lands they held as occupants, 
beyond collecting the rents and cesses payable by the cultivators 
according to village custom; they were hereditary farmers of the 
rent, not the land, of their villages, in which rice and garden 
lands were generally divided into separate occupancies and man- 
aged by the holders independently of the Khots. He accordingly 
proposed (1) that holders of rice and garden lands should be 
made permanent occupants, instead of being at any time liable to 
an enhanced demand; (2) that parts of the varkas should be 
granted as private property ; and (8) that the liabilities of the sub- 
tenants should be defined, village accountants appointed, and 
labour and other cesses abolished. To make up for the loss of 
power and piivileges to the Khots he proposed that 10°per cont. 
of the demands of Government should be paid over to them. In 
forwarding this letter the Revenue Commissioner stated hiv 
opinion that the Khots had « hereditary right to the farm of the 
revenue, but not to the land itself, Approving of the proposal 
to declare the holders of rice and garden lands occupants, he 
pointed out that some of these were only outsiders, and thought 
that only those of some standing should be 1ecognized.* The 
Revenue Commissioner contended that, however imperfect the 
original claims of the Khots to proprietary title, the lapse of time 
had served to create something more than mere farming and 
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4 * Tt is scarcely to ho believeg that Captain Wingate could have meant®to 
{ recognize as occupants only casual tenants of tho Khots, 
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managing rights, and desired that the Khots should bo allowed 
an opportunity of proving their claims, Goverument admitted 
that the Khots had no proprictary title in the lands that were 
not in their own occupancy in opposition to that of the tenants 
in whose possession they were, and were of opinion that the grant 
to the former of an allowance of 10 per cent, on the revenues was 
suilicient compensation for any of their rights and usages that 
might not bo acknowledged in the sottlement, Tho avowed 
objects of the Survey wore to inise the cultivators of Ratnégirt 
from the slate of thraldom to which they had been reduced, by 
abolishing forcod Inbour, and by protecting them by means of 
an equitable sotklement from the exactions and oppression of the 
Khots. It will be seen hercafter that the bait held out to the 
Khots in the hope of overcoming their very natural, though to a 
certain extont only sentimental, reluctance to be deprived of the 
privileges of landlords, was insufficient, and led to » struggle of 
many yenx's, in which, although the position of the tonants hag 
beon improved, the main principles for which the Khots havo all 
along contended have had to be acknowledged, 

A survey was commenced, measuroment and classification of 
lands catried out in iwo subdivisions and parts of two othera, and 
a sottloment introduced into three villages of which tho Khots had 
yosigned the management, In 1856 proposals wero submitted for 
sotilemont of cight other villages, bub were not sanctioned. In 
two out of tho throo that had beon settled thero had beon no 
trouble, but in the third such dificultios had to bo encountered. 
that tho Survey officers felt they could not proceed without legis. 
lation, ‘Varying opinions as to tho sevoral rights of tho Khots 
and. their tenants were formed by the Collector and the Rovonue 
Commissioner, and Government finally cancellod the sottloments 
and suspended further survey operations ponding a fuller investi 
gation of the rights and priviloges of the Khots. 

In 1859 the survey was again commenced under Onptain 
Francis, who reported his opinion that, considering the powor of 
thé Khots, and ospecially of those who were money-londors ag 
woll, sotiloments must be made with tho Khots as superior holdors 
£6r,their villages in tho’ gross, and ihe tenants protected by giving 
all who held any but the private lands of the Khots or of Dhdrt- 
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karis a right of ocoupaney. There would be three classes of 
tenants, viz, (1) Dharékaris, paying only the Survey assessment 
through the Khots; (2) occupancy tenants not liable to be ousted 
from their lands, and holding on terms agreed upon with the 
Khots; and (8) tenants-at-will of the Khots and Dhdrdkaris or 
other peasant proprietors. The Khots were to have leases of their 
villages for thirty years, and give all occupancy tenants thirty 
years’ leases also at rates not more than half as much again as 
those fixed by the Survey. Government, in their decision, adoptad 
the proposa) that the Khots had a right to settle for their villages 
in the gross, and were of opinion that the ill-success of the first 
attempted settlement was due to its being made with their 
tenants directly, Oaptain Francis’s other proposals were gene- 
ally adopted, and the survey was ordered to proceed, Beforo 
any part of the Collectorate was completed, however, the Survey 
Act, I. of 1865, was passed, and contained two Sections (87 and 88) 
specially relating to khoti villages ‘By the former of these, leases 
for thirty years could be given to the Khots ; and by the latter a 
far more important provision was made, viz, that the Superin~ 
tendent at the time of a General Survey might fix the demands 
of the Khot on the tenants, but the limitation of demand was not 
to confor upon the latter any right of transfer that did not exist 
hefore,* From the time of the passing of this Act the Survey 
officers seem to have been bent upon giving every possible advan- 
tage to the tonants and setting aside, under cover of the Inw, the 
claims of the Khots to make their own terms even with their 
tenants-at-will, Fresh conditions were imported into the leases 
offered the former, the acceptance of which the Khots considered, 
would be equivalent to a surrender of their birthright as land- 
lords; and all, inclusive of those in which the Khots themselvos 
were almost entirely the occupany tenants, refused to accept the 
leases and provide the usual annual security for the payment of 
the revenue. In vain did the Revenue Commissioner of the 





7 
* The wiiter has had it from the lips of an officer present on the oconsion ot 
the debate on the mensmia in tho Legislative Council, who was well nequainted 
with Gujardt, that, seeing the mischievous consoquences any such piovieidhs 
would cause if extended to that Province, he passed a note to a Momber of 

. Council begging him to prevenPit, Gujardt was thus fortunately exempted. 
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Northern Division, who examined into the state of affairs in the 
three subdivisions in Kolibé formerly included in Ratndgfu, pro- 
teat thal the Khots were being unfairly treated. The villages of 
thoso who rofused the terms offered were placed undor attachment 
and managed by the Collector, and litigation commenced which 
lasted for years, until Government were forced to yield and the 
Khots virtually gained what they desired in the passing of Act I. 
of 1880. ‘Tho settlement was disliked not only by the Khots. 
The payments in cash fixed by the Survey, although possibly as a 
rule less in amount than the vulue of the customary grain rents, 
were not approved by the tenants, who preferred payments in 
grain as more spited to the fluctuations of the season, It was 
found that great carclessness had been exercised by the Survey in 
the entry of lands, so that much dhdré land had been entered as 
‘hott, and great confusion had arison in the manger in which 
varkas (hill land) had been recorded. Even tenants-at-will 
objected to the ontry against them of fixed extra money~payments 
on account of Khots’ profits (choti phieda). The Revenue Oom- 
missioner in 1878, seeing tho gront aud universal discontent tho, 
Survoy settlements had caused, and the embittered feclings that 
had arison between the Khots and sub-tenants, recommended a 
rotuurmn 10 grain rents and yearly commutation. A special Com. 
migsion was accordingly appointed to mako inquiries in 1874, 
pfter receipt of whoso Report tho following genoral principlos for 
a frosh softlement wore laid down, and moro or less embodied 
finally, in Act I, of 1880. 

, The mistake mado by the Survoy officors in considering every 
person holding Ahoti lands who established his right as an ocou- 
pancy or permanent tenant to bo the “Survey oceupant” was to 
bo corrected, In such cases the Khot was the Survey occupant, 
entitled to deal directly with Governmont for the rent of the land, 
and the tenant had morely a right to hold from the Khot on 
certain forma, Tho names of all such tenants woro 1o be entered 
in the village registers, with full particulars of their customary 
vont, whother this might be a certain shave of produce or a money 
payment, and of the incidents of their tonuro, Bolow these 
teftunts with varying xights adverse to those of the Khots, the 
xighis of those whom the Khots looked on as mere tenants-at-will, 
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without heritable ox transferable rights, had to be considered. It 
wag proved that all old tenants of ihoti lands had a right of oceu- 
paucy as long as they paid the customary grain renta of the village, 
originally not higher than half produce in rice and one-third in 
Hill lands, and that this had been encroached on by the Khots, 
especially by the imposition of extra cesses, All extra cesses 
being pub a stop to, those tenants who could prove that they or 
their predecessors in inheritance had permanently resided as cul- 
tivators in their villages for twenty years prior to the passing of 
Act I, of 1865, were to be recorded as occupancy tenants paying 
customary rents, fallow years in lull lands being counted in the 
twenty years, Those who could not prove such possession, and. 
all tenants of the Khots’ private lands (khoti khéegi), were to be 
considered tenants-at-will and not registered. 

The total Survey rental of the village, minus an allowance to be 
made on account of the expenses of management and his having 
to bear any loss on account of assessed lands lying waste or of 
failure or delay to pay their rent by the cultivators, was to be the 
measure of the Khot’s payment for the thirty years of the gua- 
yranteed Suigey settlement, in place of the customary grain rent 
in the gross hitherto paid, The Khots were to be entitled to 
assistance, free of payment, in recovering their rents from doe- 
foulters, To give effect to these provisions, all lands in possession 
of tenants, whether for rice, garden, ox hill cultivation, were to be 
marked off, classified, and assessed in the usual manner; but in 
the case of those who did not possess the right to pay only the 
Survay cash assessment, those assessments were not to be binding, 
but tho annual grain rents fixed in the customary manner of the 
village, with extra per-centages proportioned to the degree of 
adverse rights to the holders, were to be leviable. Provision was 
made in the Act against wilful delay or fraud in making the 
yearly crop estimates on the part of the Khots. The privilege of 
converting /hoti into dhdré land, as well as that of the refusal of 
the right to reclaim salt lands from the sea, was given fo the 
Khots, The Khots were to keep accounts of a simple charfcter 
in @ prescribed form, and to prepare lists according to which 
managers on their bohalf were to be appointed. In defaulfot 
these, or in case of dispute, the Collector was to nominate. 
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Finally, occupancy rights wore to be determined once for all, and 
not to accrue in fulnre, in order to givo permanoncy to the 
settlements. 

Tn accordance with these principles, specivlly qualificd officers 
wore appointed. to ontry out the provisions laid down, and ‘tho 
necessary arrangements were, with very trifling exceptions, carviod 
outwith the consent of tho people themselves before the Khot 
Act (I, of 1880) became law, and legalizing what had already boon 
done, laid down a similar procedure for the future. Thus at last, 
after nearly thirty years of mismanagement, due to the mistaken 
philanthropic idea that ovil customs of « people existing for con- 
turies can be chaifged. by the simple will of the officers of Govern- 
mont or the passing of a law, was peace restored, and the revenue 
administration of the district placed on a firm basis. 

The usual guarantee for the continuance of the Survey assess. 
ments for thirty yoars had in the meanwhile not beon given, and 
various intermediate devisions had been passed on several points 
more or leas injurious to the Khots’ intorosts, For instance, it 
was Inid down in 1868 that they could not alienate their rights 
without the consent of Government, and in the event of a Khot 
dying withoup heits mortgagecs of his estate would have no claim, 
and it might bo resumod by Government. This order, however, 
was hold in aboyanco in 1865, on the Revonue Commissioner 
pointing out that the transfers had boon iccognized for half a 
contury in tho annual agreements for rovenue, to which Govern. 
mont frequently referred as evidenco of the eviont of tho Khots' 
rights, 

In 1867 it was ruled that during tho management by the Col. 
lector of a Zhoté village undor attachment, tho Khot had no right 
to the profits, which Government might eithor keep or give at 
pleasure, In 1870 it was declared that the extra assessment called 
phiida (profits), for the Khots’ profit from certain lands, might be 
levied from the Khots themsolves if they cultivated such lands 
while thoir villages were under atlachment, 

Plfero wero three other tonures under which hmds wore held, 
which wore dealt with as follows : — 

Sert-thikdns, lands oviginally held by relatives or sorvants of 
tho StvantvAdi Destis when they possossed tho country, which had 
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been let out on long leases at rates found to be much heavier than 
those of the Survey, as Crown lands, and greatly improved hy the 
lessees and their sub-tenants. In these cases leases for ihirly 
years were renewed to the lessees without the right of ‘Survey 
occupancy on the lessees relinquishing all lands required for forest 
reserves ; aud a careful record of the rights of the sub-tonants was 
prepared, so that there might be no disputes between them and 
their landlords. 

Katuban lands, which had been improved by the holders on 
consideration of paying a fixed rent, which was found to be much 
Jess than that of the Survey assessments, In these the fixed rent 


as continued, . 


Gair dasti, or unassessed lands. Theso were unassessed lands 
on the hill-sides, divided by some tacit or mutual agreement among 
the Dhérékéris for cutting brushwood for ash-manus, although 
sometimes nominally sold by auction, and sometimes cultivated 
under agreements, These lands were all measured and assessed 
according to actual possession, and allowed. to be held as regular 


Survey pecupancies, 


SANGAMESHVAR. 


The Survey sottloments in this Collectorate havo betn made in a 
piccemeal fashion, and it is thue difficult to present an intelligible 
view of their effects on the land revenue in an entire subdivision, 
In two of these, however, viz., Sangameshvar and RAjipur, a 
tolerably connected account is procurable, and the details of the 
settlements in these will now be given. 

The petty division of Linja (the Linja Pet), which formerly 
belonged to Sangameshyar, had revised rates sanctioned in 1875, 
but as it has since been transferred to Réjdpur, its settlement may 
be move appropriately noticed in connection with the latter. 

Of the 195 villages formorly under Sangameshvar, thirty belohged 
to Iifinja, nine to the Saitauda Pet, and one to Ohiplun, and 
thirteen were alienated. Into the remaining 142 « settlement vas 
introduced in 1885, as well ay into two others granted in indi to 
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Rijs Sir Dinka Rao, the introduction of the settlement being one 
of the conditions of the grant, 

Tho 1d villages comprise a compact tract of country below the 
range of Ghéts; and between them and tho Indian Ocean lies the 
Ratnfigfel aubdivision, while on the north and south are respectively 
Ohiplun and Réj&pur, The general foatures of the country aro 
undulating hills, mostly high, with deop valleys betweon. The 
tops ave frequently flat, with fair varkas land on them, the sidos 
being sometimes steep and rugged, and sometimes gontle slopes 
woll suited for cultivation. The trecs ave almost everywhere most 
unmercifully lopped for 7éb (agh-manure), and present conse. 
quontly a bare and unsightly appearanco. Towards the Ghits, 
however, there are some richly-wooded valleys and ravines. Tho 
soil ia generally ied and gravelly, and of an inferior description : 
it requires a great deal of manure or many years’ fallow to pro- 
duce remunorative crops, and depends for its out-turn principally 
on the quantity of +éb obtainable, The rico lands even are poor, 
only 5:4 of thom being classified ahove 12a, 84'6 at from 8a. to 
12a,, 52 at from da, to 8a., and 8 per cont, below 4a, ‘The land, 
especially that in which rico is raised, is very much subdivided, 
the average aren of tho Survey fields boing ‘34 of an nore in rico 
and 1:89 in varkas, A largo proportion of the area, 77,067 out of 
265,776 acros, is unarablo, Tho climate is cquable, and alihough 
vory hot below tho Ghats from March to May, tho heat is much 
tempered by*sen breozos, The nverago rainfall for six years from 
1878 to 1888 at Deorukh, which is near the Ghiis, was 1584 
inches, and at Ratnigfr{ itsolf 127}, for tho ten years onding with 
1877, so that crops are never linble to failuro. Four rivers intor. 
sect the subdivision, flowing ‘from east to west, and of those the 
Shistxi is navigable for coasting craft of thirty khandis nenzly os 
far as Sangameshvar, but is said to be gradually silting up. 
hero axe two principal made roads, ono from Ratuigtrf to Ohip- 
lun passing through Sangameshvar, and another from Ratndgfrf 
to Kolhfpur wid the Ambéi Ghit. In addition to thego thoro aro 
soveldl local fund ronda in fair condition, 

- There ave bazaare at Sangameshvar, Doorukh, and Makhjan, 

but fis tho produce of the district is bavely suficiont for tho eon. 

a sumption of ils inhabitants, but littlo is brought for sale. Out of 
Q* 
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a total population of 86,868, under 9} por cent, aro said to be 
entirely non-agiicultural, Bducation is at a low ebb, for only 
10°57 of the male inhabitants are statod to be able to read, and 
only eight women out of 42,219. There are 8,284 ploughs, which 
give the proportion of ono to every 22} acres inclusive of varkas, 
but if taken on 1ice alone one to rather under 1} acres, Carts, 
* owing to the rough nature of the country, ave almost non-existont, 

The present assessment was introduced by Parasrim Rémohan« 
dar about 100 years ago, and has never been revised. Ib appears 
to have been fixed at grain vents per bigha, varying from 1} 
maunds of giain in varkas land to 8% maunds in vice land, accord- 
ing to the different soils, the villages being divided into six tarafa 
or subdivisions, probably according to the prevailing soil, It was 
composed of (1) nakd or cash payment; (2) the value of gauld (or 
grain), a portion of which was 1n many instances agreed upon to 
bo paid in cash ata fixed rate; (8) the value of the remaining 
grain paid at the varying annual commutation rates; and (4) bdbs 
and hake, cesses of various lands, varying in most villages, Tho 
commutation rates were fixed annually by the Collector on a 
reports by the Mimlatddr of the prices current in the difforent 
bazaars of the district, All this uncertainty will now, of courso, 
disappeni, as far as direct payments to Government are concorned, 
with the rents fixed on the several Survey fields, 

For maaimum rates of assessment the 144 villages ware divided 
into four groups, as follows :— ® 

Fifty villeges in the north-west cornor, which have the advantago 
ofa good made road passing through the greator part of the 
group, of three navigable rivers, and of being near two bazaars, 
Sangameshvar and Makhjan, which’ are also sen-port towns, In 
addition to this, the northern villages ave within easy rench of tho 
market of Chiplun, the southern ones are from fifteen 1o lwenty 
miles from Ratnigfrf, and all the western villages havo an onsy 
water-way to the coast, In these a maximum rate of Rs, 7 has 
been adopted for single-crop rice land. 

Fou ty-five villages in the centic, to the south and enst of” San. 
gameshvar, form the second group. These are woll situated with 
regard to the markets of Sangameshvar and Deorukh, as woll ag 
to made roads; but an * they are not so well off in the maticr of » 
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accessibility as those of tho firet group, the maximum rate haa 
heen lowered by a rupee, 

Tho next group, of twenty-five villages, lios between the two 
former and the Ghits, They are rougher than the foimor, more 
difficult of access, farther away from made roads and markets, and 
situated on extended spurs and inte1voning valleys of tho Sah- 
Advi range. To this group a maximum of Rs, 5$ has been given 
in single-orop rico land. 

Tho last group, of twonty-four, are all purely ghdé villages, 
very rough, out of the way, far from bazaars, with no means of 
communication but footpaths or rude small roads, with much 
jungle, and their lands extending 1o the mdge of the hits. Two- 
thirds of the rice lands avo classed below 8a, Hero a maximum of 
Rs, 4 has been considered high enough, 

Por radi or late-crop lands, which are almost entirely in tho first 
group on the banks of the large rivers, a maximum rate of Rs, 2 
annoro has beon adopted, as in othor distiicts already sottlod, 
Although these lands are liable to damage from floods, they are 
vich and produce good crops. There are less than 100 acres of 
garden lands in the whole subdivision, in hilly places, almost on- 
tirely in the first and second groups; for these a maximum of 
Rs, 8 in the formor and Rs, 6 in the latter and lower groups has 
been adopted, 

With regard to varkas lands, tho Superintendent of Survey 
proposed that tho classification anuas should be increasod by one- 
half in villages of tho first and second groups, and by « quarter in 
those of tho third group, remaining unaltered in tho fourth. The 
prooise process to be adopted is not clear, but it was intonded to 
assess more highly such lands in iho wostern portion of the tract 
under sottlement, on account of the grenter ense with which the 
cultivator oan dispose of his suxplus produce in yenrs in which he 
grows grain, and his grass when his land is left fallow, than ho 
can in tho inaccessible gidt villages in tho east, 

From the romarks of tho Survey Commissioner the practice 
appears lotely 10 have beon io apply a maximum rate of four annas 
to all such lands without distinction of localities, and tho in- 
orensed classification proposed was presumably meant to countorsot 
this, At oll events, ithe maximum rates adopted in the Resolution 
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* , 
of Government were six annas in the first and second groups, five 
aunas in the third, and four annas in the fourth, 

The general result of the settlement was as follows :~— 





Group | Avorago of Decrease | _Aoinal 


, d Rate . 4 
vilinges od eee Revised Rates. por cont, | Dooronso, 
iad? evececase | lee ee aed Cael Or 


Re Acres. Ra, Rs, 

1—50 | 47,118 56,475 | 34,626, | 2651 12,492 
246 94,621 64,541 24,606 “08 15 
B25 18,069 27,986 10,299 | 21-19 2,770 
4—24 | 10482 | $39,706 6A71 | 37-97 3,961 


144 95,240 | 1,88,708 76,002 | 2019 19,288 

















The average rates in the four groups wore as below ;— 


Rico, Rabi, Gardon Varkas, 
Ra p Rm p R. a p 
1 815 0 18 4 409 8 9 
2 24 8 012 8 8 8 9 811 
3 28 6 18 0 240 3 0 
4 19 3 _ - 20 


Of the villages settled, nino were dhdré (held by oceupaney 
tenants), 118 zhoti, five of mixed tenures, favo indamt (alienated to 
Sir Dinkar Rao), and ten ;hoti, under direct gee srr! which 
would probably become hhdlsd. 

As will be understood from what bas been stated above, the 
Khots thomselves will be tho Survey ocoupants in all hott lands 
and villages, and the rights of their sub-tenants will bo regulated 
by the arrangements made under the Khoti Settlement Act. , 





RAJAPUR, 


Proposals for the yevision of the Rajipur subdivision Wate 
submitted in 1987, and sanctioned in July 1888. There had 
been a settlement carried ont in 1875 in thirty-three villages bf 
the Linja Peta, formerlyrunder Sangameshvar, but now incorpo. 
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rated in Rajdpur. Fourteen alionated villages wore not interfered 
with, and the settlement now to be described applied to the 
remaining 124 villages, which with those above-mentioned mado 
up the whole 171 of the subdivision, With the Lénja villages 
includod, Rajdpur is bounded on the uorth by Sangameshvar and 
Ratnigir{, on the east by the KohlApur and Bavda Nativo States, 
on the gouth by the Doogad subdivision, and on the west by the 
Tndian Odean, OF tho 124 villages 1 was alionuted, 41 dhdrd 
(held by oceupancy tenants), 79 held by Khots, and 3 khickri, on 
mixed tonwre. The whole tract is very similar to that of San. 
gameshvaz, described above. The villages on the coast consist of 
flnt-topped laterite hills, very barion above, but with rich valleys 
between, More to the east the laterite formation disappears and 
the hills aro move rounded, with sloping sides and a greater 
dopth of soil. Where there is no cultivation there are trees and 
brushwood, and were it not for the practice of lopping branches 
and tops to burn for ash manure (24d) tho hills would soon bo 
clothed with verdure, Tho villages to the east are rough and 
hilly, but the hills are productivo and more clothed as the Chits 
are approached, and rice cultivation decreases as that of the hill 
lands increasos, The Superintendent states in his Report that 
tho soils in genoral aro ved, gravelly, and of a poor description, 
and require for varkas cultivation n good many yonrs of fallow, 
and for vice o plentiful supply of rd, If in tho one case o sufficient 
numbor of years’ fallow, according to the nature of the soil, oan 
bo given, and in the other sufficient 7éb is supplicd, tho excellent 
rainfall they genorally havo onables the cultivators to gob good 
erops from thoir ands, Some af tho varkas in good siluation has 
more soil, and is easily conyertible into rice, or if used for dry. 
crops requires fewer years of fallow; such land is called bhatt, 
and. has beon classed at six and five annas, whereas tho maximum 
pure varkas is only four. The rice lands clsasifiod at over twelve 
annas aro more extensive than in Sangameshyar, but 11:8 per 
cont. is atill valued at under four annas. The land is very much 
subdivided, tho average sizo of Survey ficlds in rice being a little 
over one-third of an neva, and that in varkas about 14 of an acro. 
‘The climate is vory aimiler to that of Sangameshvar, The “Bom 
bay Gazetteer” givos the avernge raingpll for ton you's as us 
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inches, but that recorded by the Mémlatdir for tho yonrs 1880-81 
to 1884-85 amounted to over 181, Ié is, at all events, unfailing 
and sufficient for all agricultural purposes. There are thio rivers 
running through Rajépur, navigablo for native craft for somo dis- 
tance inland, and also three ports, at iwo of which, Jaitdpur and 
Vijmdrug, steamers {plying between Gon and Bombay ull daily, 
giving an easy outlet to the surplus population who go abroad to 
seek employment. One large main road connects Rajhpur with 
the north and with the country above the Ghats, and thoro are 
three minor roads of only local importance, The country on vue 
whole 1s so rough that communication is generally carriod on by 
footpaths, along which produce is moved on men’s heads, there 
being only eleven caits in the villages under settlement, The 
only market is at RajApur itself, Very little of the local produco 
1s exported, tho district hardly supplying its own population, 
which, considering the large area of unculturable land, is dense. 
The piessure per square mile of total area is returned ag 280, and. 
that on the cultmable area as 812; of these about one-sixth are 
purely non-agricultural, but there are no manufactures of any 
kind, Many of the Mahratia reoruits for the Bombay Army are 
obtained from the Ratnigirf district, and the pensions onjoyed by 
retired soldiers help to suppoit the population, which is on the 
whole poor, Under 10 per cent, of thowé6plo can read and writo, 
aud there are no girls’ schools, The pyverty of the pooplo gono- 
rally is proved by the fuct of tho averagk number of inmatos por 
house being six. 

The current assessment was that fixed by Parasr4m Rimohan- 
dar about a century ago, already descyibed under Sangameshynr. 
For the 1evision five groups of villages have beon adopted. For 
tho first of these, of thirty-ono villages, a maximum rico vato of 
Rs. 8 was proposed in consideration of its favourable situation 
with regard to roads and ite easy and cheap means for disposal 
of produce by water-carringe, For the second and third groups, 
of forty-five and thirty-two villages respectively, maximum, rates 
of Rs, 7 and Rs.6 have been taken, Neither of theso is go tyell 
off for water-carringe as tho first, and the villages of the second 
are more favourably situated than thoge of the third with rof- 
rence to the Réjdpur mayket, The fourth small group, of eight 
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villages, Hes between these and the hills to the east; and the fifth, 
of an equal number, lies on the spuis and in tho rough country of 
the hills thomsolvog ; for these the maximum rates adopted wore 
Rs. 5 and Rs.4, For rabi, or late-crop lnnds, chiefly alluvial 
deposits on the banks of the rivers in the first and second groups, 
Rs.2 an acro were takon as the maximum, as in Sangameshvar, 
and the same plan adoptod as in tho Iatter for putting an in- 
creased valuation on the varkas in the first threo groups on 
accounl of their superior position for the disposal of grass and. 
other dry-crop produce, The garden lands in villages of the first 
group, situated on alluvial and sandy soils, on creeks and on tho 
seashore, produce cocoa-nuts and betel-nuts with litile or no care, 
and locally called dgri, in contradistinction to the dongart, or hill 
gardens ; tho former are proportionately more valuable than the 
latter, which require much moro labour and expense to hing the 
treos into bearing, Tho former wore assessed at a maximum of 
Ra, 12, and the lnttor at from Rs. Sto yd, according to tho five 
groups. The general result of the revision on the revenue was 
ag shown below :— 








According to 
Group and] ‘Oia Assoas- 
vil i E mont, 10 yons' According to Revision, 
Bos. Avoingo, 
Area, Doaronso, | Inoronso, 
° Rs, Acres, Rs. Rs 3, 


1—81 88,885 27,872 22,527 11,858 —_ 
24d 88,043 51,515 27,556 10,487 ~— 
8—32 22,811 58,877 22,802 _ 491 
4— 8 4,821 15,707 4,587 _ 216 
5— 8 4,841 18,480 8,278 1,068 Sait 


124 | 1,02,901 | 166,951 | 80,695 | 92,018 | yor 











t 








Neat deorease, Rs, 22,206, 


* Tho not deorense was thus 21:5 per cent. In the Linja villages 
sottled in 1875 the decrease had been Rs. 10,161, or 20° per cent. 
below the revenue of the preceding year, Rs, 9,516, or 20°17 below 
twenty years’, and Rs, 14,757, or 28°18 %elow ten years’ avorages, 
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The maximum rice rates on these were Rs. 7, 6, 5, and 4 for four 
groups of villages, and 7, 6, and 5 annas in varkas. The same 
vate of Rs. 2 for rabi had been adopted, and for garden londs the 
same maximum rates as in rice, It was noticed in the Resolution 
of Government sanctioning the Lanja rates that the average 
classification in rice land was 10 out of 16 annas, and that the 
actual heaviest assessment in any village, Re, 4 6a., was equivalent 
toa grain vent of only threo maunds of grain an acre, according 
to the average commutation iates for the ten preceding yoars, 0 
proof of the moderation of the revised assessments, The varkas 
lands in Linja, which had originally been measured en bloo, were 
in the same Resolution ordered to be measured-off into separate 
numbers, according to holdings. In forwarding the settlement 
Report, the Collector remarked, with reference to the Superin- 
tendent’s statement of there having been no revision of asyoss- 
ment for a century, that the assessment had changed every six or 
seven years, whenever the management passed into new hande; 
it would appear, however, that the Superintondent referred to tha 
detailed system of collecting the revenue in individual cases, and 
not io the greater or smaller sums levied from the country as a 
whole. The Survey Commissioner, however, appears to favour 
the Collector’s view. The Oollector notices tho fact that in tho 
coast villages fish manure is used to a great oxtent in substitution 
for the ashes employed inland. He also shows that the lowering 
of the aszossment will largely benefit the indopendest Survoy 
ocoupants in dhdéré villages, and that the Khots have not beon 
benefited at the expense of the ryots. 

With a view to prevent further denudation of the country by 
the destruction of forests, tho four most valuable desoriptiond of 
‘trea in these tracts have beon reserved, and will not be allowed to 
be lopped for réb purposes. Instructions have also been given to 
grant entire freedom from assessment for from twelve to fifteen 
years to persona who may be willing to establish new cocoa-nut or 
other gardens, with subsequent gradual incredso up to a fixed 
maximum, in order to encourage such enterprises, 
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DEVGAD. 


The Devgad Téluka hag been the last in the Ratnigfrt Collec 
torate to come under settlement asa whole. It lies to the south 
of Sangamoshvar and Réjépur and north of Mélvan, and in goneral 
character resembles the two former, both with regard io the barren 
nature of the hilly portion and the fertility of the valleys, Tis 
varkas lands aro the best in the Collectorate, 

Ib contains 129 villages, of which five are indmi, but three of 
the former, which ave all Government villages, have not as yot 
eon surveyed. Its rice land is on the whole superior to that of 
the subdivisions alroady settled, more than 86 per cont. being 
classed at between four and twelve annas, and only 2°6 under four, 
It is intersected by several rivers, of which that flowing into the 
soa at Vijaidrug is navigable by vessels of six or eight feet draught 
as far as Vigotna, and for boats up to Khérepitan, which is a 
considorable entrepdt for trade to the interior wd the Phonda 
Ghat, Along this route as many as 81,000 carts passed in the 
year 1888-89; and on the whole the trade passing through the 
Taluka is considerable, A return attached to the Superintendent's 
Report shows that of agrioultmal produce rice of the value of over 
24 Inkha of rupees was imported, and tég (Orotolaria juncea), » 
hemp plant, of the value of 14 lakhs, was exported. Snlt of tho 
valuo of noarly 14 Inkhs was also imported in 1887-88. 

Of the total population only a litUle ovor 18 per cent, are reported 
4o be non-agricultural, and only $26 ave able to read and write. 
Tho peoplo on the whole appear to be hotter off than in the Réji- 
pur subdivisions, although the average number of inhabitants to 
a house, six, is the same. 

The system of Revenue management hitherto has been the same 
as that desoribed undor Sangameshvar, but it is not known by 
whom it was initiated. The dry-crop lands of Khérepitan wore 
sobtled in 1784-85, and the garden lands ten years later; and thoso 
into Salshi Mah4l in 1801-2 and 1809-10, but the precise system 
under which this was done is not on record, Ouly the land under 
cultivation in didrdkdri villages wppears to have been measured 

‘andl asséssed, whilo the assessment in sme of the /hott villages 
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was arriyed at approximatoly, and the revenue of some was farmed 
out. 

In 1827, after the country had come under British rulo, a siato~ 
ment was drawn up to show how the assessment had beon arrived 
at, and from this itappears that the land had been classified under 
four qualities, and what was supposed to be on an avorago onc- 
sixth of their produce respectively was fixed as the assessment. 
This estimate was, however, merely made by tho eye, and varied 
from 10 maunds m good to 12:1n inferior soils, This systom con- 
tinued in force until the introduction of the Survoy soltloment, 
being merely varied by the annual fixing of commutation rales by 
the Collector according to the average of current prices of giain, 

For the Suvey settlement the villages wee divided into five 
groups, as follows :— 

First group—Iorty-one villages, the most favourably situated 
with regard to facilities for expat aud makets, They are the 
nearest to the coast, and contnin the harbours of Vijaidrug, Van 
gotna, and Devgad. They have all the advantages of easy wator- 
way and cheap carriage by sea or creek for the disposal of thei 
produce and the import of the necessaries of life. For this group 
a maximum rate of Rs, 8 per acre in single-crop vice land has boon 
Axed, This is slightly in excess of that sanctioned for similarly- 
situated villages in Mélvyan in 1880, but ay tho nasessmont is 
1 per cent. less than that fixed a hundred years ago, thero is no 
doubt as to its wloderation. n 

The second group, of seventeen villages, and tho third, of 
fiftcen, ave in the central par of tho subdivision, and also have 
easy access to the navigable puts of the Khdrepétan and Dovgad 
créoks, though they are not so favourably situated with roynrd 10 
the porls of Vijaidrug and Devgad. These two groups have maxi» 
mum rates of Rs, 7 and Rs, 6 for single-crop rice. 

The fourth group, of forty-six villages, lies more inland and 
farther away from the ports than the above. Tho soil is on the 
whole superior, and the tract of country may, with light assess- 
ments, develop into the most valuable in the subdivision, * Ab 
present, however, there are but few carts in it, and the people have 
not become alive to their advantages, The maximum hag been 
‘fixed at Rs.5 for single-ceop rice lands. 
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The last group, of six villages, of which the maximum is Re, 4, 
lies on the extreme south-east of the Téluka, among tho Ghéts, 
They are fay from roads, and all more or loss inaccessible. 

There are altogether 1,567 acres of dry-crop land fit for vabi 
cultivation in the Téluka, of which nearly half ave in the fourth 
group, in which and the fifth growp the most valuable Innd 
of this description is to be found, The [samo rato of Rs. 2 por 
acre as that in Réjapur has been adopted. 

The gardon lands aro very similay to those in Réjipuy, and 
have beon agsossed at the same maximum rates, Out of 720 acres 
classed under this head, 668 are in the first group and only one in 
the fifth. They are divided into dgii and dongart (plain and hill) 
as elsewhere, 

The varias land, subdivided into bhatlé and varkas, as already 
desoribed, is most valuable in the second, third, and fourth groups, 
and has beon treated for assessment by adopting as the maximum 
half as much again as the actual classification. In the fifth group 
that assessment is the classification value, and in the first group 
tho classification plus }. The assessments thus range from six 
annas in the lowest to nine annas in the highest group. 

The goneral result of the settlement is as follows :— 





‘Ten Yoars'| According to Survoy, 





Grou 
A Da- In- = fT 
aut Vitel ‘Rascae lanes, Icioass, por eonb, 
ngos. ont, Anon. Asgossmont. 
Re. Acros, Rs, Rs, Ra 
1—41 | 42,148 | 46,497 41,478 665 _ _ 
2—17 | 12,588 24,169 14,179 _ 1,596 12 


8-15 | 6948] 28,496 | 19,280 | — 
4—46 | 19,876 | 1,038,204 | 68,255 | — | 483791 248 
5—6| 43956} ‘91,822 | 14916 | — | 10000) 207 


125 | 86,806 | 2,28,708 | 1,51,108 i or _ 
66 




















64,702 





*Thesa proposals were sanctioned by Governmont with the ox. 
ception that the rate of 1} times the obassification value adopted 
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as the assessment rate for varkas in the fourth group was lowered 
to 1}. It appeared to Government, from the result on the rovenue 
of the adoption of similar rates in previously-settled Télukas and 
Devgad being to show such a Jarge proportionate increase in all 
but the lowest gioup in the latter, that that Téluke had been 
heretofore proportionately under-aasessed. The new assessments 
were, however, ordered not to ba levied at once. What was in 
excess of 25 per cent, on any individual holding was to bo remitted 
for the first two years, enhancement in excess of 50 por cent. in 
the third and fourth years, and what was in oxcoss of 75 por cont. 
for the fifth and sixth yens, with the usual guarantoo for the 
duration of the settlement for thirty years. 

The increnso under Devgad more than makes up for the loss 
under the new settlement in Sangameshvar and Réjdpur. With 
the exception of these threo Télukas, the revision in this Collec. 
torate has been carried out in such a piecemeal manner that it haa 
been found impossible to give a succinct account of it, Tho 
aystem adopted throughout, however, has been the samo, and 
quite enough has been snid to show its general nature, 

This is the last Collectorate below the Ghits bai language of 


which is Mabratti, 
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NA'SIK (NASSIK). 


Turs Collectorate lies above the SahyAdri range to the south-west 
of Khdndesh, between 19° 88’ and 20° 58’ N, lat. and 78° 16’ and 
75° 6’ H. long. It has an area of 8,140 square miles, and by the 
census of 1878 had a population averaging only 902 to the square 
amile, This was due to a largo proportion of tho area of the 
wostorn subdivisions of Satna, Kalyan, and Dindori being hilly 
and jungly. Its subdivisions aro twelve in number, viz. Mile- 
gion, Nandgfon, Yeola, Niphdd, Sinnar, Igatpuri (Hegeutpoora), 
Nésik, Point, Dindorf, Kalvan, Baglin (Satifnd), and Chindor, 
Tis lnnguago is Nobyatti, but there is 2 considernble mixture 
of Gujariti in tho jungly parts of the west of tho district. 
The present Collectorate of Nasik has boen formed partly out 
of the original Khéndosh Collectorate and partly from that of 
Almadnagar, tho former being on the north and east aud tho 
Jatter on the south. It was for many years a Sub-colleotor's 
charpe undor the Principal Collector of Ahmadnagar, and was 
finally made into a Collestorate in 1869, when some of the western 
subdivisions of Khindesh were annexed to it. The territories 
composing it mostly fell under British rule on the Peshvi's over? 
throw in 1818, In 182 the petty division of Nimbiyat in Miles 
géon lppged ; in 1865 oight villages in Chdndor and Niphid were 
.receMEd from Holkar in exchango for lands near Indor, and in 
_ 1878 the State of Peint also lapsed. 
% 4 ra : 

(yp MikoytliG reat of the Decoan, this part of the country had suf- 
¥ fret From, tho farming system of thexMabrattes, bub not so 
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severely as many other parts, in consequonce of its boing at some 
distance from head-quarters at Poona, The system was at once 
put a stop to on the introduction of British rule, Detailed state. 
ments of mable land and the rates it was considered capablo of 
paying were drawn up by tho district heroditary officors for avery 
village in such a manner ag not to diminish the reccipts below 
those of former years, and on these rates per bigha wero intro- 
duced. In the hill villages of Nasik and Igatpuri measurements 
of individuals’ holdings were ordered to bo made and orop-ratos 
adopted. But in both cases ,the returns, being made by natives 
withont any supervision, were found to be extremely inaccurate, 
and the measurements, after a year or two, were not made use of, 
the village rentals being distubuted by the people themselves 
accoiding to former practice. In addition to the regular rent on 
cultivated land, there appears to have been another cash levy of a 
very uneven uatme called gavat shirista (grass custom) on grass 
lands, which was changed im 1827 into a levy of 1} per cent, on 
village 1evenues, 

In 1820-21 the system of vaiying ciop assessments was put a 
stop to, and bigha rates based on measurements were again intro-. 
duced; the measurements, however, were very incomplete and 
inacemate, They proved that the meas of the munds, or large 
plots, in villages in which tho munddbandi (assessment in tho 
lump on blocks) was in force, wero much larger than those on 
which the assessmont was calculated. The new ratomwould thus 
have been too heavy if levied at oneo, aud the increase was accord~ 
ingly spread over three years. In 1828-24 the area was again 
nominally increased by about 22 per cent. by the adoption of a 
cubit of a different length, but the measuremonts wore still vory 
rongh, In 1825-26 an improvement in administration was offected 
by the adoption of more detailed village records and accounts, 
but from 1827 2 period of low prices set in, culminating, m 1882, 
in an almost complete failure of the latter raing, in consequence 
of which the condition of the people, who wore hard ppaasod by 
their creditors, fell to a very low ebb. From all the subdivisions 
of Nasik, oxcept the three subsequently transferred from Khin- 
desh when tho former was not full Collestorate, having b@en 
olnded in a Sub-collaetorate subordinate to Ahmadnagar, the 
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annual reports of revenue scttlements, up to the timo whon a revi- 
sion of assessments was undertaken in 1889-40, contain fow details 

8 to the course of events in the Sub-collectorate that will not 
be noticed in describing the changes that took placa in Ahmad- 
nagar, 

‘We may therefore pays on at once to the time of that revision, 
merely giving a general sketch of collections and remissions taken 
from the records of Khéndesh and Abmadangar in what now cou- 
stitutes NAsik for the years from 1818-19 to 1889-40, 


Collections, Romissions, Collestions Romissions. 

Rs, Re, Ra. Ra, 
1818-19 — 5,78,000 2,000 1829-80 2,91,000  1,72,000 
1819-20  5,86,000 6,000 | 1880-81 5,06,500 1,10,000 
1820-21 6,16,000 39,500 1831-82 4,492,500 1,82,000 
1821-22  6,17,500 86,000 1832-33 2,99,500 1,47,500 
1822-28  6,28,500 70,500 1838-84  6,11,500 19,500 


1828-24 5,97,000 76,000 1884-85  5,45,500 78,500 
1824-25  2,20,000 —8,80,000 1885-86  5,92,000 51,500 
1825-26  6,88,000 64,500 1886-87 5,10,000 —1,17,000 
1826-27 5,46,500 —1,62,000 1887-88  6,49,000 44,000 
1827-28  6,25,000 , 1838-39  8,78,000 2,12,500 
1828-29 5,70,000 1,25,500 1889-40  6,46,000 78,800 


From this it will be seon that, judged by the oiterion of remis- 
sions and collections, the progress of this tract of country had 
been slow, the revenue in 1839-40 being only Rs, 18,000 or 
Rs, 19,000 more than in 1822-28, four years after our acquisition 
of it, and having fluctuated greatly in the meantime. All this 
may fairly be traced to the absence of proper system, as well os 
to excessive ond inequable aasessment. 

For settlement purposes the deshi, or plain, and tho déngi, or 
hill villages of Nasik, were formed into two charges, the former 
being placed under the Survey Department, and the latter under 
Mr, Tytler, the Assistant Collector, My. Goldsmid stated in a 
report on the existing system, made in 1889, that when the 
dotbandier plough-tax system was superseded by an assessment 
on se Bagh soon after the introduction of British rule, the Col- 
lector had no means of ascertaining the real aren of oultivation, 
Thefhereditary officers summoned to Nisik for the purpose of 
giving information had given entirely fotitiwus returns of the aren 

Von, I 8 
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of late and emily crops, and the rates fized on such data woro of 
course entirely unreliable. He suggested that the wholo of tho 
land should be apportioned into farms or estates, as far ug pos- 
sible, diverging in regular lines from the villages, a» heavy stono 
being placed at each of the four cornets as a boundary mark, 
Bach estate should be let out separately on a lease for ten or 
fifteen years to any person willing to tale it, tho assossmont 
being fixed by a Huropean officer, with tho help of a Panchfyat, 
after the area had beon accurately ascortained, with reference to 
the average quality of the soil and all extrinsic ciroumstances 
affecting its value, The lessees were to take rent from their sub- 
tenants according to any mutual agreements they might come to, 
all adverse rights of the latter being stiictly preserved. Toempo- 
rary possession, and not hereditary propyetary right, waa to be 
conferred by the leases, There was abundance of land unocou- 
pied, so that thee need be no fear of ryots being forced to, 
become sub-tenants, or of their being oppressed, Tho boundary 
marks put up would enable all concealed cultivation to be detected, 
No plan, however, would be of any uso unless a thorough super. 
vision weie exercised; at present Government were utterly igno. 
iant of all the circumstances In reply to these proposals 
Government said the necessity for such a radical change of system 
was not obvious. Relief might be given by such arrangemouts 
as the Sub-collector could mako at the annual settlements, and by 
atrongthening the subordinate agency. The Collectér might lower 
the rates when he found it necessary to do so, Thoases might bo 
given to the heads of villages, but not to strangers, 

In reporting on & proposed revision in the plain villages of two 
petty divisions of the Chandar subdivision in 1840-41, My. Gold- 
smid described the system of assessment adopted at the introduc 
tion of British rule. The rates had been fixed by Native officials 
without any European supervision in a very arbitray fashion, 
They mostly ignored the customary fractional shaves in which 
Jands were held, and imposed » nominal assossment on ggch bigha 
of land, the paitioulay 1ates on separate flelds being detetmined 
by tho village officers, Ifa village had 900 bighas of Government 
land, and the rental was fixed at Rs, 1,115, it might be’thus 
apportioned >— 
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Inrieatep Lan, 


Rs Rs, 
70 bighasnt Rs.6 . 0, 0, B50 
30 Cs, 3B. s «+ = 90 
——440 
‘ Drr-Cror, 
400 bighasatR.1 .  . «= 400 
800 =, 12a... «= 228 
100, Biss go 4 
— ——675 
900 pest 
1,115 


In one year the 400 bighas might be assessed at a rupee, and in 
the next at twelve annas, and soon. ‘This was, however, only on 
paper, as the villagers adhered to their old system of paying ac- 
cording to fractional shaves. At last, in 1888-84, field registers 
with numbered fields were introduced. These improved the admi- 
nistration, but 1b was still faulty, and an entirely new system was 
advisable, Under the old system the rates wee professedly 
arrived at by estimates of gross and net produce, modified hy com- 
plex calculations commencing with the revenue of a whole district 
or provines during formor years, and carried down by a series of 
subdivisions to the [smallest portions of land, ‘The system waa 
specious, biti utterly impracticable even fo Europeans of tho 
highest qualifications, and impossible for Natives. Under the new 
system it was done by a careful consideration of rates fixed in other 
pmts of the country, existing nominal assessments, averages of 
collections as far as these could be ascertained from imperfect 
vecords and from tho hereditary district officers, the effects of 
suoh payments on the condition of the people, the altered value of 
money, the state of agriculture, population, markets, and a variety 
of other partioulais difficult to explain, the weight to be given to 
much of which must bo left to the practical judgment of the 
settlifg officer. Ona careful examination of all these points, he 
proposed rates as follows ;— 

For garden lands watered from channela— 

Twolve classes at rates from Rs, 8 to Ra. 8 per nore, 
3* 
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For the same watered from wells— 
Five clagses at rates from Rs. 4 to Rs. 2 per acre. 


On dry-crop land— 
Nine classes at rates from R,1 to 2a. 8p. per acre. 


The old nominal rental had been Rs. 46,000, but this had never 
beon realised. The Survey assessment at the proposed rates, in- 
elusive of atable waste, came to Rs. 21,920, a nominal reduction of 
52 per cont, As compared with former collections, the now rental 
showed as follows :— 

1889-40: Collections, Old [System, Rs. 23,500; Now System, 
Rs, 17,607 ; Reduotion, 14 per cent, 

Average of thirty-two previous years: Old System, Rs, 18,000 
or Rs. 19,000; Now System, Rs. 21,920; Increase, 21:77 to 15:35 
per cent, 

The average rates on dry-crop, channel-watered, and well-watered 
Government lands in the whole of the settled villages, according 
to these proposals, were respectively 9a. 8p., Rs.4 7a, 1Op., and 
Rs,2 16a. Ip, 

In the correspondence that took place about this time with the 
Government of India on the subject of the system of sottlement 
in force in Bombay, it was affirmed that all the criteria adopted in 
the settlements of the N.W. Provinces had beon observed but two, 
viz,, an accurate adjudication of boundaries proviously to the com~ 
mencement of the internal measurements of villagés, and thoir 
survey by a, scientific process. The former was impracticable on 
account of the want of legal authority for such adjudication, and 
tho latter was unnecessary, a8 the actual process adopted was sul. 
ficient. Government were of opinion that the field-map submitted 
was good enough for all practical, though not for topographical or 
geographical, purposes, if the boundary marks of fields were pro- 
perly kept up. The Chandor rates, arrived at by means of the 
local knowledge of the settling officers, seemed moderate and wero 
sanctioned. 

In the course of thia settlement the method of substituting for 
stones continuous ridges of earth between fields as boundary marks 
was adopted in the first instance, but subsequontly modified’ by 
placing mounds of earth at the corners and at bends along the line , 
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of Loundary, or, where this was straight, at distances of 180 
yards, 

Tn 1841-42 the same rates as those sanctioned for the two petty 
divisions were extended to the whole subdivision of Ohdndor, The 
general result was that the Survey rental, inclusive of arable 
waate, of Rs. 76,870 showed an increase of 18 per cent, over the 
average collections of the twenty-three years ending with 1840-41 
Rs, 67,108, and a reduction of 55 per cent. below the old nominal 
vental of Rs.1,70,876. The actual collections in the two petty 
divisions first settled had, under the new system, amounted to 
Rs. 17,607, or very nearly the same as the average collections of 
former years, Waste land was reported as being brought under 
cultivation, so that there was every probability of the full Survey 
rental being realised at an early date. The ryots were fully satis- 
fied with the rates, as well as with the relative values placed on 
the separate fields. 

It was proposed by the Superintendent of Survey in tho course 
of his Report that the rates of fields ata greater distance from 
the village site than two miles should be lowered, In tho infancy 
of the Survey system Government considered this unadvisable, 
but sanctioned the lowermg of its rate if a field were found to be 
vory unfavourably situated. They were of opinion that tho rates 
should as a rule be so moderate ag not to require minuto modifi« 
cations for distance and other extrinsic ciioumstances, and ordered 
that any sath modzfications should only be made by the Super. 
intendent and his assistants, It soon became v recognized rule in 
the system not only to lowor for distance but to increase for near- 
noas to villago sites, on account of the facilities for watching and 
manuring being greater for fields close to the villago than for 
those farther off, 

Whilst a revised assossment was being thus introduced into the 
plain villages of Chindoyr, a revision of another description was 
being carried out in those in the hills in Nasik, Igatpwri, and Din- 
dori, by Mr. Tytler, Assistant Collector. Up to this time the 
asgessment was supposed to be leviod on the bigha by annual 
measurement, but the operation was fictitious. A block of land, 
bearing,.as nearly as the district officers could guess, some ap- 

® proximation to what a ryot could paywas charged to him at , 
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various vates, which made up altogethor the sum he was supposed 
to be able to afford, and the form of measuring a few fields was 
only occasionally gone through. The professed system was never 
cariied out, and the assessment really amounted to the oxaction of 
a tribute, and not the paymont of a land-tex. Tt was open to 
oppression and corruption, There were no defined boundaries to 
fields, the wasto was unlimited, and fallows we2e constant, so that 
no regular assessment was practicable. 

The system now proposed was to fix a round sum (whtt) as the 
total dry-crop assessment of a village on a consideration of past 
collections, present condition, and capability of improvemont, 
The ryots themselves were to state how they would divide tho 
lands aud. the assesament amovug themselves, and if, on examine- 
tion of these details, they were found to be equitable, o lease for 
five years was to be given to the villagers, who wore to bind them- 
selves to make good the defaults of individuals, if Governmont 
cowld not recover their demands by the ordinary means, The 
system was not intended to be permanent, as it was open to the 
objection of affording to the strong opportunities for oppressing 
the weak, and the plan of joint responsibility would bo unwork- 
able. These objections must be put up with for the present. 

The villages in question contained rice as well as dry-orop lands, 
For the latter the wkti system mentioned above would be sufliciont 
in tho existing condition of the country ; but there was no reason 
why the former should not bo regularly measured, @lassed, and 
assessed. Accordingly, as much rico land ag lay together was 
made into large fields with smaller subsidiary numbors, each 
sepaiately assessed and mapped on a plan drawn to a large sonle 
distinct from the village map. This mothod was adopted ih Nasik 
and Igatpuri (Kavnai), but in Trimbak the black (44U) dry-orop 
lands also were separately mensnred and assessed, 

In classifying these rice lands three points were specially taken. 
into consideration, viz,, the soil, the moisture, and the bank, Of 
sixteen parts, the soil represented eight, the moisture four, and the 
banks four. The soil was divided into four classes, yellow and 
yellowish-red, dark red, very dark red, and,coarso soil. Hach clasg 
of soil was divided into three grades, according to whether itg 
depth was over one Aéth (a cubit, or about 18 inches), between 
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18 and 9 inches, and under 9 inches. A foult in texture, gonerally 
& mixture of coarse pebbly soil and sand (vdlaar), reduced the soil 
ono class. As regards moisture, the land was divided into three 
classes, The first, fairly moist below the surface in April and 
May, was counted as four; the second, slightly moist below the 
surface, as two; and the third, dry above and below, did not count. 
As regards their banks, there were three classes also, First, those 
which could be repaired at little cost counted as four; those which 
were half carried away or broken by a stream-bed, counted ag two; 
and those entirely swept away, or where the field had silted to the 
level of the dam, counted as nothing, ‘For each share ofthe field 
the values assigned to these three elements added together 
showed whethor 1b was a first or 16-anna, a second or 12, 18, or 
14-anna, a third or from 8 to 11-anna, or a fourth or o 1, 8, 8, or 
?-auna, field. The rate for 16-anna fields was fixed at Rs. 6, for 
the second class at Rs.4 1da., for the third at Rs, 3 6a,, and for 
tho lowest at Rsa,1}. The total of the rates thus arrived af, 
divided by the numbor of shares, fixed the average acre rate for 
the whole field. 

Revisions on these principles were sanctioned in the déngi vil- 
Jages in the three subdivisions of Nfsik, including its petty division 
of Trimbak, Dindorf, and Igatpuri. In the rice lands that had 
been measured and assessed in detail, a guaranteo for the per- 
manoncy of the rates for thirty years was given, while for those in 
which the ti system was adopted lonses for five years on the 
plan deseribed were given to the villagers, Tho plan succeeded. 
admirably, As cach ryot’s land and its adsessmont ware clearly 
recorded in a written statement given to him, he became perfectly 
independent of the village and district officers, and doult direotly 
with the officers of Government, The rosult was that before the 
expiration of the leases for five years, cultivation had extended 
more than a hundredfold, and lands never before cleared of jungle 
wore brought under the plough, so that at the end of that time it 
was found practicable to measure off into fields and assess sepa+ 
rately all the better descriptions of dry-crop lands as well as the 
xice, and to renew the system of a five years’ lease only in tho 
cage of the inferior kinds of land on the slopes of the hills which 
were incapable of permanent cultivation. This revision was 
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carried out in forty-two villages of the Igatpuri subdivision ‘in 
1842-48, and in the remaining fifty-two in 1848-44, 

The rice lands had in the meanwhile inorcased from double to 
fourfold, in consequence of the low and just rates offoring an in- 
ducement to the people to repair the embankments of those which 
hed been long lying waste. In fixing the wht asaesement for dry- 
crop lands, the forty-two villages were classifiod according to their 
general capabilities and advantages in respect of black (Kdli) and 
yed (mil) soils, subdivided into three classes for each according 
to depth. The rates for the former were 9a., 7a 9p., and 6p., and 
for the latter 5a., 4a, 6p., and 4a, The genoral result was a re- 
duction of 2 per cent. on the average collections of twonty-threo 
years, and of 8:7 per cent. on those of the last eleven, In the 
fifty-two villages the same rates caused a reduction of 5:14 per 
cents on the averages of twenty-five years, and 28°87 per cent. on 
the collections of the year preceding the settlement. 

On quitting office in 1842, Mr. Vibart, the Revenue Commis- 
sioner, gave his opinion that this system of revision was well 
suited to the exsting condition of the country, the results haying 
beon, as far as the new measures had been carried, quite as suo- 
cessful as the Survey zevision in Poona and SholApur had beon. 

The whti system was extended to tho hill villages in Dindori in 
1845, and to thirteen villages in Nasik in 1846-47. In the formar 
the rice lands were infarior to those of the six villages of Igatpuri 
into which tho plan had boen experimentally imtrodaced in 
1840-41, but the black lands weve more important; the Intter 
wore therefore marked off into separate fields and assessed, ag 
well as rice, before inclusion in tho wkti assessment. The same 
was done in the Nasik villages. 

In 1846, on the termination of the five years’ witt lease given in 
the six villages of Igatpuri settled in the first instanco, the black 
lands were separately measured and assessed, and the hill lands 
only given out under a new lease for five years at an increase of 
20 per cent, over the average collections of tho six years ending 
1844-45, but the average yates on both the rice and black Janda 
appear to have been considerably lowered. Nothing further waa 
done towards renewing the witi leases whon they Inpsed until 
1855, when Mr. Tyiler,dhen Collector of Ahmadnagar, took up 
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and completed the sottlement of the hill tracts, TFinally, in 1860, 
thore appeared to be no longer any occasion for continuing the 
system, and it was given up. 

In 1848 the plain villages in the Dindori subdivision (called 
also Van Dindori) were brought under the Survey settlement, 
The average fertility of this subdivision, as comparod with Chin- 
dor, was estimated at twelve to thirteen, The old average assoss- 
ment in Chéndor had been R. 1 18a,; and in Dindori R.1 La. 6p, 
or about 65 per cent. higher in the former. The collections in 
Dindori were more easily made, owing to its facilities for timber 
traffic, The markets for both the subdivisions were about on a 
par, but the rainfall in Dindori was more certain than in Chindor. 
The advantages and disadvantages about counterbalancing each 
other, the adoption of the Chindor maximum rates in Dindori 
was proposed and sanctioned. The general results were a decrense 
of 81 per cont. on the old nominal rental of Bs. 1,08,000, and an 
inorease of 19'4 on the average of past collections. The rates 
wore guaranteed for thirty years, 

In 1844 the extension of the same rates to forty-three villages 
in the subdivision of Sinnar was proposed and sanctiohed. This 
tract of country had formerly been very highly assessed, and was 
much impoverished in consoquence, The new rates would com- 
pare with tho old as follows :— 

Old yental, Ra. 1,14,680; new rental, Rs. 54,500; decrease por 
cont, 5247, ° 

Old collections for twonty-five years, Rs, 50,461; now rontal, 
Rs, 54,500 ; increase por cent, 7*4, 

Old collections for four years, Rs, 70,000; new rental, Rs, 54,500; 
decrease per cont. 22'1. 

Looking at the collections in recent years, such a large reduc. 
tion would not appenr to be necessary; but the impoverished 
condition of the people rendered it absolutely so. The rainfall 
in Sinnar was less than in Chandor, but the dry-crop cultivation 
predominating in the former yequired « smaller quantity, A 
lower maximum rate had not been proposed because the classifica- 
tion had already resulted jn giving an average of 7a. LOp, in shh, 
nar as against one of 9a. 8p, in Chéndor, or about one-fifth less. 

& Tn 1845 the revision of assessment was" extended to sixty-nine 
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villages in the plain country of the Ndsik subdivision. It was on 
® par with Dindori, and superior to Chéndor and Siynar in regard 
to rainfall, and better supplied with markets than cither of the 
three. The rates proposed were accordingly 10, 15, and 20 per 
cent. higher in the three groups suggested than thoso of the 
other three districts, according to situation, In garden rates 
25 per cent, was to be added to some of the villages noar the town 
of Nasik, and 80 per cent, in one village from which the vegslablo 
supply of the town was derived. The price of wheat, grain and 
béjri was 18 per cent. higher at Nésik than at Chéndor, 19 por 
cent. then at Van Dindori, and 5 per cent, than at Sinnar, The 
general result would be a decrease of 34 por cent. on the roceipts 
of 1844, and of 15 per cent. on the average of former years. If 
the new rental were realised, there would be an inoroase of 18 per 
cent. over former collections. The old rental of Rs. 1,48,877 was 
nearly double of that under the proposed rates, but it had, in fast, 
never been realised. The holders of three jégir villages wero 
induced to adopt the Survey rates, although the new rental was 
only about one-third of the previous collections, because thoy saw 
that they could not otherwise compete with the assessments 
adopted by Government in their own villages. 

In 1846 what was at that time the Pitodé subdivision, tho 
villages of which have been since included in those of Nindgfon, 
Chindox, Yeola, Niphéd, and Kopargion, was brought undor 
revision, ‘The subdivision was then attached to the Principal 
Collectointe of Ahmadnagar, but is now mostly included in Nast ; 
it lies to the east of Sinnar, Ohdndor and Nasik, and partakes, to 
a considerable extent, of their characteristic features. Tho rovonuo 
administration had been very bad, and the condition of the poople 
at the time was miserable. An attempt in about 1820 to xootify 
the mensurements on which the assessments wore levied had only 
indreased the evil. Under the old system the latitude allowed 
for the size of a bigha neutralized the inequality of the assess. 
ments, whereas the introduction of correct measurements without 
a classification of soil only made matters worse. The climate was 
similar to that of Chéndor and Sinnar, but the rainfall decreased 
as the villages lay more eastward, so that the best in Pétodd was 
about equal to the wort in the former subdivisions, Wells were - 
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very scarce, there boing on an average only one to 2h4acres, Tho 
seanty population, sixty-nine to the square mile, was one-fifth 
less than that in Ohdndor and Sinnar The average classification 
was ba. 11p., as compared with 62. 5p, and 5a. of those two 
subdivisions, Tho average old assessment per bigha of cultiva, 
tion was 18a, 11p., or only two pies moie than that on the whole 
axven, which included all the worst land, while the former naturally 
included all the best, After the measurements were xovised in 
1820-21 the revenue demands increased and cultivation deoreasod 
till 1888-84, when the order to assess according to the measured 
bigha was rescinded, and matters somewhat improved. In classi- 
fying the land a somewhat different scale was adopted from that 
employed in Chindor, as it was found there was not so much 
difference in the value of superior and inferior soils ag in Nasik, 


Old Senlo. New Soale 
16 16 
13 184 
10} 11 
8 9 
 % 
Fy 
3. 4 
2 8 
14 2 


The villages wero grouped for maximum xates of dry-crop 
assessmarit intd two classes, ono including the south-westorly por. 
tion and all the villages on the border of Chéndoz, in number 
119, at B.1 da, and the other, the remaining seventy most 
easterly ones towards the Nizam’s frontier, at B,1. ‘The assoss. 
ment on tho former would be 24 per cent., and tho latter 22 per 
cont. below that of Ohfindor, Ratos for channel-waterod gardon 
lands wore to range from Rs,6 to R,1 lla, and for those 
dependent on wells from Rs. 8 to R.18a, The proposals received 
the approval of Government, 

Almost the whole of the present subdivision of Yeola, which 
lies in the south-east corner of ihe Collectorate, south of Nand. 
ghon and onst of Sinnar and Niphdd, consists of villages talon 
from N&ndgton, the revision of assessment in which has just béon 

. Gesoribed. Similarly, what is now the Niphfd subdivision was 
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formerly part of Chdndor, the revision of which has also found a 
place above. 

We now come to the portions of the Nésik Collectorate 
received outirely from Khdndesh, consisting of the presont sub- 
divisions of Mflegdon, Satina, and Kalvan, Bofore entering 
into the details of these, however, it will be ag well to notice tha 
amall State of Peint, which forms the most westerly portion of 
Nasik, as its settlement in order of time comes beforo those of the 
former, 

The Peint State had been managed by British officers on behalf 
of tho Begam since 1889, Until 1865 the land revenue was levicd 
by a plough-tax, irrespective of the quantity and quality of tho 
land under tillage, Lt varied according to the caste of the people, 
Kunbis paying from Rs. 10 to Rs, 194, and Kolis Rs. 8, except in 
two villages, where of late years men of all castes had paid at the 
same rate, The poorer ryots, who had no bullocks, ulled the hill 
lands by hand, and paid at the rate of Rs.8 a hoe, Tho head. 
man of the village fmnished a list of those liable to pay plough 
or hoe tax, and for his services had a part or the whole impost on 
a plough remitted to him. For settlement purposes the rice lands 
were measured, mapped, and classified in detail, the villages being 
divided into three groups at maximum rates of from Rs.2 to 
Re. 8; under the former were forty-one villages bordering on Din- 
dori, and undor the latter 105 forest and wild villages, while an 
intermediate group of seventy-seven villages had a duaximum rato 
of Rs.23, The rates for hill-lands (varkas) and lands manurod 
with wood-ash (dali) varied from 1 to 8 anunas, and a rato of 8 
aunas per acre was fixed for the small quantity of land thore was 
capable of producing radi, or late crop. These rates produced a 
revenue of Rs. 24,667 against Rs. 17,877, the average collections 
for the previous five years. At the same time transit duties, 
averaging about Rs. 8,300 i year, woro abolished, An arrange. 
mont was also made for the paymont of villago headmen and 
accountants in cash, instead of by the grant of rent-free ploughs 
and fees on ploughs. The settlement was sanctioned for ton 
years, and continued in 1874 for a further term of five years, In 
1879, on the recommendation of the Survey Commissionor, it was 
continued for three years more with an addition of 25 per cent. 
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to the rice rates and 124 per cent. to those on hill and other 
lands; the average of the former was thus raised from RB, 1 5a, to 
R.1 10a. 

The subdivisions handed over from the Khindesh Collectorate 
wore revised while they still formed part of that district, partly in 
1868 and pavtly in 1869, These form the present subdivisions of 
MAlegion, Satéina, and Kalvan. Mélegdon at the time of settle. 
ment had 161 villages, 158 of which were Government villages, 
and eight ahenated. The soil, on the whole, was so poor that 
25 per cent, of the whole area was unarable. Of the arable area 
40 per cont, only was under tillage, and of this only a very small 
portion under irrigated crops. The Téluka had, however, made 
groat progress since the intioduction of British rule, the area 
under the plough having increased from 18,076 acres and the 
revenue from Rs. 39,990 to 142,725 acres and Rs, 1,26,540 respec- 
tively; and, except in a few bad seasons, remissions had been 
small, Notwithstanding this, ii was not found advisable to in- 
crease the assessment much, as the proportion of exportable pro- 
ducts which would bring money into the district was very small, 
and the new rates, though not apparently so, were in renlity 
higher than the old ones, because the measurements, which had 
formerly often been greatly in favour of the ryol, were now oxact. 
In grouping for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment, the frst 
class, of seven, including MAlegion itself and the villages imme- 
distely round*it, had a rate of Rs,2 8a. The second class, with a 
maximum of Rs, 2 4a, had sixteen villages lying along the Agra road 
near Jhodga, a halting-placo where the traffic from Berar and the 
north-east joined tho Agra road, The third class, of 101 villages, 
included the bulk of the subdivision which had no particular 
advantage of position or market, and had o rate of Ra.2, Tho 
fourth class had a maximum of R,1 12a, and consisted of 
tyenty-nino villages in two groups,one bordering on the hills 
separating MAlegton from Dhulia, and the other of poor villages 
on the lower slopes of the Ohéndor range. The avorage from 
these maximum rates came to 12a. Sp, the acre, that on the culti- 
vation of 1865-66 having been Ils. 8p. In the fourth class there 
was no garden land, and the average in the three othors came to 
R.1 10a. 4p. against Rs. 12 80. 2p. undersformer practice, Tho 
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general result of the revision, compared with the existing slate of 
cultivation and revenue was as follows :— 
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The great incrense in area arises from tho Survey figures 
including the whole of the arable waste and the excoss in 
the cultivated ares, from 11 to 85 per cont, found on measure- 
ment, 

The subdivision of Baglin, since formed into two, viz, Satine 
and Kelvan, had at the time of settlement 101 villages, exclusive 
of the subordinate divisions of Jaikheda and Abhona, The got 
tlement applied to cighty-sight Government villages and thyoe of 
the thixteon alienated villages. In sixty-cight villages of which 
the revenue records were faixly correct, the cultivated avon was 
about 60 to 65 per cent, of the arable, and the population 91 por 
square mile, The soil was on the whole very inferior, the avorage 
classification of diy-orop lands being only 4a, 4p, according to the 
revised scale, It was good only in some of the valleys, whore aleo 
the rivers gaye a good supply of water for superior kinda of pro. 
duce. Villages among the hills wore sometimes badly off for 
water, as they were dependant only on wells, and in these, in lieu 
of imposing any regular garden assessment, 25 per tent, was added 
on to the dry-crop rates, The chiof market was that of Malegaon, 
which was twenty-five miles distant from Saténa, the Mémlatddr's 
station, The chief local markets wore Satfina and some smalley 
ones, 

The average returns of cultivation, Yevenue, &o, for a gories of 
yeuts will be seen from the following statement :— 
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< Assoss- Romis- olloc- Avarago 
Bihan ment, along, tions, Rato, 


: into Anes, Re Ra. Ra Raw ps 
1818-19 10 1827-28 28,269 68,186 5,611 62,575 2 
1828-29 to 1887-88 88,717 61,794 6,624 55,270 1 
1888-39 to 1847-48 49,800 61,425 5,402 66,023 1 
1848-49 to 1857-58 57,401 65,474 1,409 64,065 1 
1858-59 to 1866-67 84,695 98,8388 595 92,748 1 


The average dry-crop assessment was 11a, 8p., and that on irri- 
gated land Rs, 12 12a. 6p. 

For maximum rates of dry-crop assessment the eighty-sight 
Government villages were divided into four groups by the Super. 
intendent; but on the recommendation of the Survey Commis- 
missioner, Government adopted five, with somewhat different 
maxima, 

The first group as finally sanctioned, with a proposed vate of 
Rs. 2 2a., consisted of five villages in the eastern plain, or near 
the Avam and Girnd rivers, having good markets accessible and a 
good water-supply. The second, of twenty-cight villages, with a 
maximum of Rs,2, lay to the west of the above, chiefly in the 
valleys of tho rivers, The third, of sixteen villages, had # maxi- 
mum of B.1 12a, The fourth, of twenty-six villages, one of, 
RB. 1 82.; and the fifth, of thirteen villages, nearly corresponding 
with the fourth group proposed by the Superintendent at R, 1 10a, 
had one of R.1 4a. Tho last lay among the hills between the 
Girnf and Avam rivers, or were in the extreme west and north of 
the subdivision. 

Tho Superintendent's proposals had raised the average assess. 
ment in his first group by 22 per cent., and lowered it in the three 
others reapectivoly by 4, 20%, and 22%, and resulted on the whole 
in a rental of Rs, 1,14,880, which was reduced by the rates sanc- 
tioned by Government to Rs.1,09,980. This lessened the total 
Government demand by about 6 per cent. 

After Baglin, its two subordinate divisions of Jaikheda, with 
nincty-six villages in tho north, and Abhona, with 165 villages in 
the south-west, were settled, ‘Both these divisions were backwatd 
in eonsequenco of their communications with markets of any im- 
portance being imperfect, The railway was distant, the population 
'seanty, being only 69 to the square milooin Jaikheda and 85 in 
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Abhona, and the people generally in debt from ‘the late occurrence 
of several bad sensons, Since the introduction of British rule, 
however, their condition had greatly improved in consequence of 
the abolition of transit duties and extra cesses, as well as a lower~ 
ing of the rates of dry-crop assessment, so that the area of culti- 
vation had increased jfiom 7,986 acres in 1818 to $4,979 in 1868 
in the Jaikheda villages, and in Abhona in the same period from 
11,185 to 37,461 sores, 

In fifty-six Jaikheda and 121 Abhona villages the revenue waa 
collected by bigha rates, and in twenty-three of the former and 
eleven of the latter by the dotbandi, or plough-tax system. In 
the plough-tax villages each ryot’s lands were roughly measured 
into plots of thirty bighas. Each of these plots was called aplough, 
and the holder was charged a certain sum on the plough without 
reference to the number of his bullocks, In the south thore was 
a group of eleven villages which had formerly belonged to Dindori, 
and had" been settled by Mr. Tytler in 1843, In these the system 
of giving a lease for five years of the lull lands had not worked 
well, and the lands had been divided and let out at a low uniform 
rate. 

Tho settlement was introduced into eighty-one Government and 
eleven alienated villages of Jaikheda, and into 122 Governmont 
and four alienated villages of Abhona. In twelvo alienated and 
ten Government villages of the latter, in which the plough-tax 
system was in force, only a circuit survey was made. Tho Go-« 
vernment villages were in the Ding country to tho weat of tho 
Sahyddri range, senttered along the road from Abhona to Valsid 
in Surat, Those of them that had cultivation in them wore givon 
on ten years’ leases to the headmen, on condition that only the 
existing plough-tax of Rs. 8 was to be levied. There appeared to 
be no other alternative, on account of the bad climate and the 
want of labour, supplies, andewater, 

In the remaining 126 villages the result of the revision was to 
reduce the revenue from Rs. 43,720 to Rs, 88,890, or 11 per cent. 

In the ninety-two Jaikheda villages the result of tho settlement 
was to lower it from Rs. 66,890 to Rs. 57,970, or 18 per cent, 
There were five groups for maximum dry ~crop rates, which varied 
from Rs, 2 down to R. 1, 


t 
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In 1871-72 was commenced the revision of the original Survey 
settlements introduced into sixty-nine villages of Niphéd and nine. 
teon of Chéndor in 1841-42, In the thirty years the country had 
made rapid strides. Prices of the common products had risen 
from 170 to 220 per cent, Many roads had been constructed, 
especially that up the Thdl Ghat, and the G. I. P. Railway had 
three stations, viz, Manmad, Lisalgfon, and Niphad, within the 
limits of the villages in question. The population had more than 
doubled. Carts had imorensed by over 200 per cent., and the 
increase of all descriptions of cattle, with the exception of cows, 
had been large. 

The effect of the settlement on oultivation, revenue, &c., in the 
three decennial periods had been as follows :— 
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In addition to the railway stations, to which many Bombay 
traders resorted*in ordor to purchase direct from the growers, there 
were a number of local markets, some of which had sprung into 
importance. In the three yoars endjng in 1870-71 there had been 
only one sale of land for arrears of rent, and land had acquired 
such valuo that it fetched as much as from thiity to seventy times 
the assessment, On all theso considerations the Superintendent 
considered that tho rates might fairly be raised by 50 or 60 por 
cout. For re-assessment puiposes the villages wero placed in four 
groups,-with maximum dry-crop rates of Rs, 2}, Rs, 2, R.1 12. 
and R.1 8a, The six of the first group were at or close to railway 
stations; the second group, of twonty-two villages, within easy 
‘yeach of » station or on a high road; the third group, thirty-cight 
in number, were not so well situated; and the fourth consisted of 
the remaining twenty-two, as a distance from Stations, 

Vou, I. 4 
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The detailed resulta are given below :— 











Cultivated. Waste, Total. 
Areay 
- jAssoEs AShORHe 
ay, etal Total, | Area |'mont | A%% | “mont 

















Rs | Actes Ra. 
$20 | 1,214,785 | 1,654,185 
871 | 1,11,549 | 91,781 


Accs. | Rs Rs Ra. | Aces, 
Proposed intes —- | 1,24,021 | 1,95,166 | 18,573 | 1,63,720 | 764 


Dusting intes - ~/1,10,084| 74,300 | 16,054 | 91,400] G15 











Tnorenaso + - ss | 60,650 | 1,619 | 62,269 vw | 186 | 18,236} 62,424 








In 1873-74 the revision was extended to two groups respectively 
of fifty-six and forty-two villages, in Chéndor, Niphdd, Dindori, 
and Nisik, the one in the east towads Chandoz, and the other in 
the west in the direction of Dindori, They had both been assessed 
in 1842, The new rates, although less than the former nominal 
rental by 50 per cent. in Chandoy and 80 per cent. in Dindori, had 
exceeded the past collections by 26 per cent, in the former and 25 
in the latter. 

The results of the settlement on collections and remissions had 
been as given below :— 











45 Ohdndoo and 88 Dindoni and 
11 Niphad Vallagas. | 4 Nésile Villagas, | Total 98 Villagos. 
Years. — ne 
Colles~ | Romis-{ Collec. | Remis- | Colles- Romi{s- 
tions, sions, tons, sions, tons slond 

















Re Ra, Res, Ra Re Ra, 
1842-52 | 80,848 | 4171 44,625 | 4,960 74,895 8,897 
1852-62; 88,627 | 110] 48,897 42 82,524 162 
1862-72 | 38,176 —~ | 68,171 86 | 91,847 86 











The whole arable area but 1,845 acres in Dindori and 1,485 in 
Ohéndor had been brought into cultivation, The prosperity in 
these villages had increased in an equal ratio to that of the Ohdn- 
dor-Niphid group desmibed above. Communications had been so 
much smproved that no village in ether of these groups was a 
day’s journey from tho railway stations of Lisnlgion and Niphad, 
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and other roads for cart traffic had been oponed up in all the 
principal directions, Although latterly prices had somewhat 
fallen, they were still about 69 per cent, beyond their level at the 
first settlement, and the fact of wheat being exparted 40 Europe 
told greatly in fayour of the maintenance of prices. In addition 
to this the tiade in timber with the Peint State and the Sugdna 
Dings assisted the people by giving profitable employmont for 
their caltle when not employed in agrioultue. 

At the revision the villages of both blocks were grouped for 
dry-crop maximum rates on the principle of distance from markets. 
Tn six villages on the Agra road a maximum of Rs. 2 was adopted, 
and in the next group, eight villages near these, one of R.1 12a, 
In the third group, of fifteen villages along the Agia and Male- 
gdon roads, but farther from Nasik, a rate of R.12; and in the 
fourth, of seventeen villages still more distant, one of R.1 6a, 
were adopted. In the last group, of ten villages nenr the Chéndor 
range, the maximum was R.1 da, 

The forty-two villages of Dindoii and Nésik wore arranged in 
six classes, at rates varying from Rs, 2} to R, 14, fitting imto the 
Ohfndor and Niphfd groups, on similar considerations of distance 
from markets. In lands watered from wolls only the highost dry- 
crop rates were henceforwaid to be levied, The channol.watered 
land in this block, at amaximum of Rs. 9 per acre, gave an average 
of Rs. 4 Qa,'5p, in Chindor and Rs.4 10a, 6p, in Dindori, A 
small quantity of rico, mostly i ono village, had a highest rate of 
Ra. 5, but tho total rice land assessment was only Rs, 290, 

Tho following siatoment gives the general result of the revision 
in the two groups of villages :— 





Ouitivation. 





‘Waste, Total, 
Dry Grop, Irrigated, 





Aron, Anca, Aron. Aron [Assousmt, 

Ohdndor: Acres Re, |Aoros | Rs, | Aores,| Ra s 
Proposed | 72,085} 45,510 | 8,881] 14,010] 2,401) 688! 77,870) 60,147 
a Saiehing 60,898 } 26,212 } 3,629 } 18,847) 1,485} 860} 65,507] 89,419 
indoui: 
Proposed | 81,478] 62,804 | 8,828 | 17,794] 1,766 | s80| 87,767| 81,427 
y Existing | 60,994] 86,044 | 4,487 | 18,807] 1,845; 663) 76,826| 84,072 
‘otal; — 
“Proposed 1,68,568 |1,08,814 | 7,207 | 81,848 | 4,167 | 1,127 |1,68,687 | 1,41,574 
Mxisting |1,80,887 | 60,256 | 8,116 | 82,214 | 8,380 | 1,028 141,888} 98,491 
Vd ws 

* 4 * 


: oa 
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In 1874-75 the 111 villages originally forming tho Sinnay sub- 
division, settled in 1843-44, were brought under revision, There 
had been a redistribution of the villages in the meanwhile, and 
only seventy remained in Sinnar itself. 

At the time of the first settloment the condition of the whole 
tract of country had been very much depressed, and tho Govern- 
mont demand had been reduced by 15 per cont, In tho thirty 
yenrs of the Survey lease prices had risen considerably; popula. 
tion had increased 82 per cent., caris 56 per cent., ploughs 40 per 
cent, and draught-cattle 14 per cent.; but other cattle had 
decreased, and there were fewer sheap and gouis by 41 por 
cent, probably on account of the curtailment of tho pasturage 
area, 

The general result of the introduction of the Survey system had 
been as follows for 108 villages out of the 111 :— 









Waate Land 
Land Revenue, duecuied, 
Area, | Asossmt Remiasns.| Colleotions,| Area, | Asscasmt. 











Rs, Aoros. Ra 

1,01, 789 69,605) 82,471. 
4 188, 389 28, 217 10,578 
4) 


8,087 1,898] ‘671 


Acres, Ra, 
1844-54 | 1,51,526 | 1, 0B, 884, 5,585 
1854-64 2, 01,514 | 1 '26, 925 765 
1864-74, 295,286 138,794 








In ve-arranging the villages for maximum ratos of dry-crop 
asaessment, five groups were proposed, at rates varying from Rs, 2 
to R,1 6a., with an average of Ila, 1p,, giving a total increase of 
41} per cont, They were grouped on gonsiderations of distance 
from market, climate, and communications. Two villages only 
were in the first class, thirty-nine in the second, fourteen in tho 
third, thirty-seven in the fourth, and sixteen in the fifth, Tho 
highest water-rate, Rs. 10, gave an average of Ra. 5 Sa, Lp, the 
former average having been Rs.4 $a. 6p. The average dry-crop 
vate was lla. Ip. as against 82. 10p. under the first settlement, 
The water charge was increased by 27 per cent. 

The following are the details :— . 
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Cultivation. Axnble 
‘Waste, 
Dry Grop, | Irrigated, Total, 
Aron, Axen, Arca, Aven, 
ores, | Ras 


Acres, Rs, Acres, | Ra. Acres. Re A 
Proposed | 2,88,224 | 1,565,078 | 15,712 | 21,095 | 2,683,986 | 1,76,168] 8,084} 689 
Dxisting | 2,19,421 | 1,12,886| 6,466 | 12,867 | 2,26,886 | 1,24,702] 1,268 | 420 


_ Tnorenso| 18,808] 42,788{ 9,247 6,728 28,050} 81,466} 1,816 | 219 








Sixty villages in the plain country of Nisik, settled in 1845, 
were also revised in 1874-75, At the time of the first settlement 
there were sixty-nine villages, and their assessment was reduced 
by 34 per cent. on account of their depressed condition. The light 
rates, the rise in prices, and the improvement of communications 
had vaised the avea of cultivation and the receipts, as shown in 
the following table :— 





Wasto Land, 






Land Revenuo, 





Aroa, | Assossmt, [Romissns,| Collections. Aasosemt, 








Acres. Rs, 

24,074 | 11,689 

14,787 6,967 
1,678 746 


Acrag, Rs, Rs. Rs, 
1844-54 | 59,666 } 58,160 | 938 55,072 
1854-64 | 70,694 | 58,648 61 638,106 
1864-74 88,454 | 64,609 | — 71,404 





Population had increased 40 per cent,, carts 215 per cont., and 
ploughs 58 per cont,; farm cattle, on the other hand, had de- 
creased. In addition to several improved roads, Nasik had boon 
provided with two railway stations, Nasik and Devléli, while 
Khervadi and Néndur were close to its borders. It hud three 
markets in Nasik, Bhagur, and Pindurli, The price of javdri had 
risen 140 per cent., that of wheat 146, of grain 112, and of rice 
78 per cent. 

In the revision the villages wore grouped for maximum dry-crop 
rates in five classes, The market town of Devldli, being alao a 
railway station, had a maximum of Rs,2 8a, The second group 
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was composed of eleven villages near this and tho other railway 
stations, with a maximum of Rs. 23, and twenty-five in the valley of 
the Godavari had one of Rs.8. Of the remaining twenty-three 
eastern villages which bordered on the second and third classes of 
Sinnaz, sixteon, with » maximum of Rs. 1}, formed the fourth, 
and seven, with one of R,1 10a, the fifth group. <A few acres 
lately converted from dvy-crop into 1ice land we1o assessed at diy- 
crop 1ates, according to the Survey principles, and a maximum of 
Rs, 5 was charged on old rico lands, Theso rates raised. tho dry- 
crop assessment by 472 per cent., the average rate being raised 
from. Ia, 3}p. to 14a. 7p. The paymont for water for irrigation 
from canals constructed and kept in order by Gevernmont had 
been increased by 88 per cont. the average rate rising fiom 
Rs, 2 12a, to Rs,8 5a. 8p. 

The followmg statement gives the details of the revision 
settlement :— 





Cultivation. Arable 


‘Waste 
Diy Crop. Tirigated, Total, 





Aten. Area Aven, Aron 

Aces, Rs, Acros Ra Aouog, Rs, Aoras, | Rg, 
Proposed | 89,882 | 68,864 | 9,808 | 16,219 | 98,185 | 85,088 | 1,484 | 460 
Existing | 79,280 | 40,690 | 4,277 | 7,976 | 88,607 | 57,6665 650 | 265 


Tnaronse | 4,662 | 19,974 | 6,096 | 9,244! 9,678 | 27,5181 gat | 20k 








The revision of the 189 villages of the old Pitoda subdivision, 
which had been sottled in 1846, completed the Nasik Collectornte, 
The villages had been entirely redistributed, twenty-seven going 
to Nandgion, twenty-ono to: Chindor, cighty-four to Yeola, four 
to Niphdd, and fifty-three to Kopargéon, in the Ahmadunagar 
Oollectorate. Tho Survey settlement had rcduced the Govorn~ 
ment demand hy 48 por” cent., and had worked most success« 
fully. 

The cultivated area had risen from 201,150 acres in tho ten 
years ending in 1856 to 806,019 acres in tho ten years onding in 
1876, and the collections from Rs+1,14,240 to Rs. 1,70,670, ox 
49 per cent,, as follows :— 
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Colleotornte} Years, ‘Rovenue. Annhle Waste, 





(Remissng,} Collcotne 
Re, Rs. 


Acres, Re 5 . Aces, Ra. 
1846-66} 1,17,174 | 51,881 | 2,616 58,228 | 1,01,810 | 26,886 
Nesik 1856-66 | 1,583,199 | 64,318 1 71,002 | 74,967 | 15,628 
1866-76 | 1,85,818 | 72,809 6 80,115 83,510 | 5,842 


Ahmad (| 1816-86 $8,976 | 68,581 | 5,762 | 61,008 | 35,583 / 21,680 
aco 1856-66 | 1,14,647 | 82,058 | — 88,42 6,118 | 8,482 
naga {1806-70 41,20, 200 85,621 88k | 90,6527 807 | 171 





1846-56 | 2,01,150 | 1,16,462 | 8,378 | 1,141,286 | 1,864,848 | 47,966 
Total 1856-66 | 2,67,846 | 1,46,871 1 | 189,426 | “91,080 | 19,105 
1866~76 | 8,00,019 | 1,58,620 | 890 |1,70,672 | 88,817 | 6,018 














In the thirty years the population and resources of the villages 
had gieatly increased, both in the Nasik and Ahmednagar por- 
tions, sheep and goats alone showimg a decrease in consequence of 
the contraction of the area for pasturage. The irrigated area 
under wells had also risen in the Nasik villages from 2,075 to 
6,752 acres, and in those in Ahmadnagar from 1,047 to 4,207 acres. 
Communications had been vastly improved, and the G. I. P, Rail- 
way stations of Manmdd and Nandgdon were within their limits, 
In addition to the two stations and the town of Yeola there wore 
other local markets. Prices had also risen so considerably that 
the average assessments at the new rates proposed amounted to 
no more than from one-thirieenth to one-ninth of tho average 
estimated returns of the staple produats, 

‘Without gofhg into tho details of each group of villages, it will 
be sufficiont to note that in the wholo 189 villages the effect of the 
revision was to increase the area of cultivation from 311,421 acres 
to 386,268, and the assessment from Rs, 1,59,602 to Rs, 2,25,180, 
or 41 per cent, The average dry-crop rate was 1aised from 
Ba. 2p. to 10a. 7p., and the average water-rate from BR. 1 11a. Ip, 
to Rs. 2 3a. 4p. On the prices ruling during the ten yeais pre- 
vious to the revision, the new zates represented from one-thiteenth 
to one-tenth of the estimated average value of the staple crops. 
The groups for maximum dry-crop rates were arranged in the 
different subdivisions among which tho villages had beon distri- 
buted according to their several distances from railway stations 
and other markets. 


* 
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The general result is given in the aubjoined table :— 





Soil and Water, 




















No of Por 
Subdivision. | Vil- Rental. Avorago Rato. sentngo 
lages. thd 
oronad, 
Ola. Now. ola. Now, 
+ - 
Rs, Rea. a. pe hoop 
Nandgion | 27 8,734 | 12,162 44 5 7 89°2 
Chandor ai 10,588 17,234 5 7 8 4 835 
Yeola 84 50,772 74,376 6 7 9 90 AGB 
Niphad 4 8,964, 6,964} 10 0 | 1411 257 
Koparghon| 53 85,609 | 1,14,396 | 11 5 | 14 5 83:6 
Total 189 | 1,59,617 ) 2,25,182 8 2 ]10 9 4d 











The following statement contrasts the area of cultivation, assoss- 
ment, &, for ten years previous to the revision of the whole Collecto- 
rate with those of 1877-78, the year in which it was completed :— 

Ten years before 1877-78 :—Area: occupied, 781,448 acres; 
arable, unoccupied, 628,289 acres; remissions, Rs, 1,86,970; col- 
lections, Rs, 8,44,899, 

1877-78 :—Ayea: occupied, 1,845,396 acres; arable, unocoupiod, 
418,248 acres; remissions, Rs. 8,890; collections, Rs. 12,61,028, 


This remarkable increase bears ample testimony,to tho success 
of the Revenue Survey system of Jand rovenuo administration, 
No doubt this success is partly duo to the improvomont of tho 
communications of the country in the shape of ordinary cart roads , 
as woll as railways, and to the demand for exportable products, 
such as wheat and cotton, that has of late yes tended to raise 
prices. One very favourable result to tho agriculturists has 
sprung from tho latter cayse; viz., the establishment of agencies 
of European and other large Bombay firms in tho district, 10 denl 
directly with the producers, and thus save the intermediate profita 
which would otherwise go to middlemen, and yeduco those of the 
farmers. There can be no doubi of the increasing progpority of 
the people on the whole, and although ‘somo of tham aro atill bur. 
dened with debt, this has chiefly been brought about by a causo 
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which will disappear as they learn the necessity of suiting their 
expenditure to their means, 

The inflation of prices during the American war, when colton 
was in such demand as to lead people to pick it out of cushions 
and pillows to sell, led to the wildest extravagance in expenditure 
on marriage and other caste ceremonies, a habit which, when onco 
acquired, was not easily given up. 

The increasing demand for wheat for Europe must tend to keep 
up prices in the Nasik Collectorate, which will be favoured by a 
local cause that will lead to a large circulation of money in it, 
This is the facility that the opening up of railways all over India 
has afforded to Hindoos for making pilgrimages to the holy places 

“at NAsik and TLimbak. Thus there would seem to be every pros 
pect of the inhabitants continuing to prosper in the future. One 
very good sign of the strain they oan bear under an equable 
system of assessment is the fact that the severe famine of 1877 
led to no diminution in the area of cultivation in the Collectorate, 

On the expiration of the first thirty years’ Survey lease the 
subdivision of Igaipuri (or Vigatpuri) came on for revision in 
December 1884, and the proposals were sanctioned in the middle 
of 1885, to be introducod in the current year, and to be in force, 
minus cortain remissions to be adverted to hereafter, from 1885 to 
1886. At the first settlement it included Kaonni and the petty 
division of Trimbak; and comprised 171 Government and four 
alienated villages, At tho revision it consisted of 128 Govein- 
mont and 7 alienated. Up to 1868-69 it had belonged to tho 
Ahmadnagar Colloctorate, bul in that year was incorporated in 
Nasik, when tho lattor was constituted a full Collectorate, As 
already described, the sotilements first introduced. were of o 
mixed character, the rico lands being measured, classified and 
assessed in detail, and the black and mdJ lands settled in the 
lump, In 1845-46 the black were also measured in detail, and 
the mal in 1859-60, and settloments made in thom for the remain- 
dor of the thirty years for which the rice settlements had {o run, 
Preparations for a revised settlement were commonced in 1874~75; 
all large Survey fields were broken up into numbers of convenient 
sizé in 1881-82, and an ontire re-classification of soils was carried 
out, being completed in 1888, ; 
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The gubdivision Hes in the extreme south-west of tho Col- 
leotorate, being divided from Thani by tho Sahyddri range, and 
from Akolé, in Ahmadnagar, by the Kalgubai and Kulang Alang 
hills on the south and south-east; on the east and north it bas 
the Sinnar and Nisik subdivisions, The black soil is in many 
places poor and much intermixed with nodules of lime. The rice 
lnnd varies in character, running from a fino yollowish-red ailt 
to a dark biown or black earth, and has been formed by throwing 
dykes across watercourses, by levelling patchos of land on the 
slopes of hills, and by embanking lands in low situations, The 
yainfall, averaging 120 inches for the years 1862-68 to 1883-84, 
is of course very favourable for 1ice cultivation, Tt diminishes 
rapidly in passing eastward, and even five miles to the cast of 
Tgatpuri averages forty to fifty inches less. The best black soil is 
devoted to wheat, and the inferior 10 gram, or a rotation of that 
and other inferior pulses with wheat, Twenty-three per cont. 
shown in the returns as waste is due to the practice of allowing 
follows in mJ lands in the proportion of about one-third, Fields 
thus fallowed are not taken up by tacit understanding among 
the ryots, but this practice will probably die out as land becomes 
more valuable, as if will be found more profitable to retain such 
land for grazing purposes to running the chance of losing ocou- 
pancy rights by someone else taking it up. 

In the matter of communications the subdivision had greatly 
benofited since the time previous to the Survey ; thon there could 
hardly be said to havo been any roads in it, but it is now traversed 
by the @, I. P. Railway, the Bombay and Agra road, and a road 
leaving the latter at Ghoti and leading to Ahmadnagay, In addi- 
tion to the railway stations thera are several weekly markets 
within the limits of the subdivision, but no market town of any 
importance. Ghoti possesses a few oil-presses, but otherwise its 
manufactures ave insignificant. Thé average population por 
square mile had increased during tho Survey period from 64'2 to 
169'2, and other statistics showing the advance of the subdivision 
jn material prosperity are equally astonishing, The general popu- 
lation bad inoreased 168-7 per cent. superior houses 860 and 
thatched houses 88'9, agricultural cattle 67, milch cattle, &c. 87°8, 
sheep and goats 62°2, carts 4902 (264 to 1,558), and ploughs 
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166'9 (2,709 to 7,281), Tho moat marked increase in population, 
houses, and agricultural cattle has been among the Thikms and 
Kole, who formerly depended for subsistence on berries and 100s 
found in the forests and the salo of firewood, but havo since turned. 
their attention to agriculture. Asa wholo the advance in mate- 
rial prosperity has not been so great in the villages lying out in the 
open plain as among those in the hilly region, especially in conso- 
quenco of the rise of Igatpui, formerly a small village, into, a 
flourishing town through the opening of the railway and large 
workshops connected with it. About 91°'5 per cent, of tho fields 
are cultivated bythe occupants themselves, and 5 per cent. by 
them in partnership with others, whilst 8-5 are sublet to others. 
Most of the villages were quite free from mortgages, the Rogis. 
trai’s records showing only 190 cases in three years, a great proof 


“of the substantial prospeiity of the people, In these cases the 


average rato was very high, viz. Rs, 12, 10a, 7p. per acre, The 
statistics of sales were equally favourable, the averago sum 
obtained boing nineteen times the amount of tho assessment. 
The number of wells and lifts from streams had risen from 7 
to 48, and the area irrigated from 15 to 140 acres. The prices 
of grain showed the following increases m seers of 80 tolas por 
rupee :— 
: Jowaril, Bagri, Wheat. Gram, Rice, Nagli. 
1st 8 yeara 88 80h =22k 8 824 


2nddecade , 81} 803 28 222 818 26 
Brddecnde . 81 295 183 922 192 80 
4th decade . 22 19 18} 164 153 = 18} 
1880-81 + 242 28 15¢ 212 173 18 
1888-84 » 28 19 18 ae 18 18 


The following ave the retuins of revenue, &o., for the two sets 
of villages settled in 1842-48 and 1843-44 vespectively :— 


Forry-two Vintages or 1842-48, 


Beforo Sattlement, Occupied. Unoecupiad, Romissions, Collections, 
Acres. CY OB, B, By 
From 1882-88 to 1841-42 12,704 11,184 1,184 16,449 
Aitor Sottlomont. 


From 1842-48 to 1851-82 26,168 2,204 9,802 16,785 
» 1852-58 to 1861-62 28,182 5,506 4,781 18,276 
» 1862-63 to 187]-72 39,552 8,002 _ 23,882 
» 1872-78 to 1881-82° 48,010 4,158 17 28,101 
» 1878-74 to 1882-88 44,170 2,887 _ 25,606 
For 1888-84 . . , 48,758 8,296 _ 28,498 
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Furry-raren Vinnaens or 1843-44, 
Before Sottlement. Occupied, Unoccupiod. Romissions, Oclleations 
Acros, Aci0s, Rs, Rs, 
From 1838-34 to 1842-48 18,529 12,406 1,651 25,886 


Aftor Sottlomont, 
From 1848-44 to 1852-88 80,885 4,705 10,095 25,828 
» 1858-54 to 1862-63 84,296 14,808 4,892 27,088 


» 1868-64 to 1872-73 52,285 17,688 8 85,861 
» 1878-74 to 1882-88 58,206 11,039 6 38,262 
For 1888-84 , : . 61,186 8,028 — 89,749 


Out of the 125-2 notices issued for the sale of occupancy rights 
in the years 1881-82 to 1888-84 for the recovery of arrears of 
revenue, actual sales only took place in nine cases, and in only one 
ease was a trifle bid, showing a combination among the people 
not to hid, 

For now maximum dry-crop rates of assessment it was proposed * 
to divide the 128 villages into three groups, with rates of R. 1 10a.» 
R.1 80, and Rs, 1 Ga, respectively. The first contained thirly- 
three villages in the more open country to the east and north-east, 
and consequently move easily cultivated. The rainfall, not being 
80 heavy as in the more westerly villages, is more suited for dry- 
cop cultivation than in the latter. The fifty-six villages in tho 
centre of the subdivision, with Igatpuri in their ndddle, formed 
the second. group ; and two sots of villages on the south-west and 
north-west, in the more hilly and broken part of the country, and 
more distant from the railway than tho other two, thirly-four 
villages in all, were placed in the third group. 

The previous maximum rate for rico land was RB, 6; this it was 
proposed to raise to R.8, For garden lands, which had increased 
from 15 to 140 acres in the-thirty years, none of it of a vory good 
quahty, at a maximum of Rs.8 for channel-watered land, tho 
Average new assessment came to Rs.5 4a, tho acre, These ratos 
would bring the increage to above the per-contage of 66 allowed 
by Government orders, but it was satisfactorily accounted for 
by the increased area of cultivation in them found by measure- 
ment, o 
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The general result is shown in the following statement :— 


j 





Former Survey, 





Villages. 











Revision Survey. rE 
ag 


Ocoupied Land, | Ocoupied Land Wasta Total, 





Area, Aven. Area, ree 

Acres. | Ra, Acrea, | Tea, | Acres.) Hs, Aci 
1 | 83 | 52,817 | 28,692 | 55,417 | 80,218 | 1,087] 420 ey sO 90,047 | 38 z 
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The average’iates of assessment by the old and revision sottle. 
ments on the different descriptions of land were as follows :— 


Old. Revision. 

Ra a p Ra a p 

Drycrop . . . 2 6 6 7 9 
RiGee 4 ey (BUD 2 810 
Well watored garden . 2 9 7 1 3 10* 
Channel watered. _ 214 10 
On whole occupied area 9 6 10 1 


* Owing to 1oduction to dry-crop ratos, 


The area still remaining unocoupied, 11,541 acres, assessed at 
Ra. 8,586, or an average of 4a, 9p. shows that only land of an 
inforior quality remained to be taken up. 

The temporary rough settlement carried out in the Taluka of 
Peint in 186i is now in course of revision, The new system differs 
but slightly from that of the regular survey adopted in the more 
forward and civilised paits of the country, and has been intro- 
duced into fifty-two of the 228 villages comprised in the Taluka, 
The original settlement, which has been already described, was 
continued in force for five years from 1874, and since the expira- 
tion of the latter period aunual settlements have been made on the 
basis of an enhancement of 25 per cent, on rice and 124 per cent. 
on mél, or dry-crop lands, existing arrangements for the assess- 
ment and collection of the revenue remaining undistubed, ‘ 

The rough method adopted appears to have amply answered its 
purpose, Population hag increased from 5,417 souls to 12,257; 
the number of houses, seventy-six of which are of a superior kind, 
has risen from 1,117 to 2,698, and agriculéural cattle from 818 to 
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2,416, The single cart in existence in 1865 has multiphed to 22, 
and sheep and goats, especially the latter, have boen largely 
added to, 

Rice lands were from the fist divided off into Survoy fiolds, 
according to individual occupancy, and the same measmo has now 
been applied to the dhy-crop aten, hitherto held and paid for in 
each village in a lump in a nominal number of ploughs, and sub- 
divided among the people according to their own methods and 
customs, so that the occupancy rights of individuals are now do- 
fined and iecorded in all descriptions of land. That the peopla 
were prepared for the change has been proved by tho fact that in 
the thity-cight of these villages first revised 8,814 acros of land, 
assessed at Ra, 2,054, wore agieed to at the introduction of tho 
new settlement over and above the 15,889 acres (assessed at 
Rs, 6,952) already in occupancy. As, no doubt, much of this 
consists of portions of the hitherto unoccupied wasto thrown in 
with a view to straighten boundaries and make up fair-sized fields, 
its bemg agieed to speaks well for the moderation of tho 
new assessment, 

The villages in question do not present any considerable variety 
of chmate or difference in facilities for disposing of produce, and 
have accordingly not been divided into groups; but one uniform 
maximum rate of Rs. 6 for rice and of Rs, 1} for dry-mop land has 
been adopted for all. The average rate by the former is about 
BR. 1 14a, 8p., and by the latter 5a, Day-crop land found to have 
beon converted into rico since iho first sottlement, amounting to 
812 vores, has been assessed at dry-crop rates, so as to leave iho 
benefit of the improvement offected to the,oceupant, 

The general result of the settlement has been to lower the 
Government demand in the whole fifty-two villages by Ra. 408, 
The loss, as shown above, was far more than made up by the now 
Jand taken up in thirty-eight villages in the first year. 

Neither the rice nor the dry-mop land in this tract of country 
seems to be capable of producing remunerative crops without the 
application of ash-manure. An important point in tho settlement 
‘was accordingly the provision of a suffigient numbor of trees, by 
the lopping and burning of the branches of which this want might 
be met, Inquiy proved that the rights of ocoupaney in such titee- 
. 
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clad lands were not sufficiently defined to admit of their being 
tarked off for individual ryots Out of the Jand that has not 
heen reser'ved for Government forests certain tacts hayo, there- 
fore, been set aside for the common use of each village, in which 
the cultavators will be permitted to cut wood for agricultural pur- 
poses, but not for sale, by mutual understanding with each otha, 
aud under such rules as the local forest and revenue authorities 
may lay down. In these and m the dry-crop lands in occupation 
teak and other valuable timber trees aro to be ieserved as 
royalties for the State, and not handed over to the occupants. 
The result of a contrary proceeding in the Thin4 Collectorate was 
that people sold their rice lands and retained the lowly-rated lands 
allotted to them to provide for ash-manure. Subsequently the 
trees were also sold, and the land was cropped with inferior crops, 
while tho holders of the rice lands had to resort to Government 
forests to procure the necessary supply fo1 themselves 
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SHOLAPUR. 





Tre Collectorate of Sholipur lies betweon 17° 10’ and 16° 82' N. 
lat, and 74° 42! and 76° 15! Bi. long,, and has an area of about 4,520 
square miles, According to the census of 1881 it had a population 
of 129 to the square mile. One of its subdivisions, Bérgi, ia sux- 
rounded by the Nizim’s territory, which also, with the Akalkot 
State, forms its eastern boundary, On the south lie BijApur and 
the Patrardhan State, and on the wost Pédna, Sattiré, Ahmad. 
uagay, and the Native States of Aipédi and Phaltnn, Somo 
villages of yeveral Native States lie within its limits, and its 
general outline is very irregular. Its subdivisions are seven in 
number, viz., Barsi, Sholapur, Sdngola, Malsfras, Karmala, Madha, 
and Pandharpar, Its vernacular language is Mahralti. 

The territory included in the presont Collectorate of Sholépur 
has been acquired at various times from 1818 down to 1870, by 
conquest, cession, lapse, and exchange from the Peshvi, Wolknx, 
the Raja of Sattdva, the Nizdm, and other smaller chiefs, Soma 
of its subdivisions have been sometimes in one Collectorato and 
sometimes in another, and the whole has been supervised at ono 
period by a Sub-collector and at another by a full Collector. 
Since 1884 it has beon a full Collestorate, containing the sub- 
divisions mentioned above, 

Its revenue history, up to the time of the commencemont of the 
Survey settlements in 1839-40, differed little from that of Pina 
and Ahwmadnagar, which has been described elsewhere, The 
principles on which Mr. Pringle’s settlement, which was also in- 

> troduced into a part of Sholdpur, were based have been described 
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under tho head of Pina, and need not bo repeated, Ib is sufficient 
to note that here also the settlement proved a failure, owing to 
mistakes in the measurements and the complexity and uncertainty 
of the methods of calculation adopted in order to fix the assess- 
mont, which in the end, partly owing to a great fall in the value 
of agricultural produce, proved to be far too high. Relief was to 
a certain extent given by the grant of short leascs aud leases 
with gradually increasing rentals betwoon 1836 and 1839, but 
no great change was mado until the Survey scttlement was intvo- 
duced. 

The first tract of country settled was the subdivision of Midha, 
which until three years previously had been included in that of 
Mohol. This m 1822-23 had yielded a revenue of Rs, 49,500 ou a 
cultivated avea of about 78,000 acres, Cultivation and revenue 
fluctuated considerably up to 1838-89, two of the intermediate 
years, 1824-25 and 1832-33, having been years of famie, in each 
of which collections fell to about Rs, 8,500, Complete revenue 
returns were only procurable for the Mohol portion of the sub- 
division; the condition of the whole was, however, so alike that 
description of the one will answer well for the other portion. 
During the seventeen years ending in 1838-89 the average area of 
cultivation was roughly 69,000 acres, and the average assessment 
Rs, 58,560 ; this gave an average rate per acre of 12a, 6p., but the 
collections only avyeaged 7a. 6p. Notwithstanding these low 
collections, cultévation declined between 1822-28 and 1835-36 
from 78,000 to 87,000 acres, and collections from Rs. 49,800 to 
Rs, 80,000. 

There had been, in the meanwhile, a ruinous fall in prices, 
Excluding the famine year of 1824-25, the price of gavdri im the 
three years ending in 1825-26 averaged 82 seers (80 Ibs.); it foll 
in 1826-27 and 1827-28 to 104 seers. Between 1828-29 and. 
1888-39 it vaiied (with the exception of.in the famine of 1832-38, 
when it was 67% seers) fiom 95 to 49 seers, ant for the threo 
yems ending in 1888-39 was steady at 65 seers, a fall of about 
one-half since 1825-26. In 1836-37 ukti, or short leases, had the 
effect of reducing Mr. Pringle’s assessments, and cultivation rose 
in the three years ending in 1838-89 from 62,000 to 90,000 aexes, 
the collections falling from Rs. 48,000 to Rs. 45,000, 
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The inquiries of the Survey officers showed that the poople wore 
vwrotchedly poor, having never xecovered from tho effects of tho 
faniine of 1882-88, In five villages 190 ryois out of 873 had 
from one to three bullocks, 126 from four to seven bullocks, and 
ouly 6? more than seven. Such was the nature of tho goil in 
these villages that eight bullocks wore required to draw a plough 
and four for a harrow; 1b was thus clear that nearly half the 
cultivators could not fall their lands without assistance from 
others. The Médha villages had only one bullock to overy ion 
acies of dry-crop land, instead of one to six acres, as in tho 
Survey officer's opinion they should have. There was no sale 
whatever for dry-crop land, and from all the facts he could collect 
Lieutenant Wingate was convinced that the whole of the rent 
was absorbed in, the assessment, and there was no acope for im- 
provement as long as this continued go high. 

The measurements of Mr. Pringlo’s survey wore found to be 
faiily corect, and an entixe re-monsuremont was only found necos- 
sary in a few villages; all wasto lands had, however, to be men~ 
sured again on account of the boundary marks having disappeared. 
An ontirely fresh classification of soils was carried out according 
to the scale adopted in Indfpur. No grouping of villages for 
maximum rates of assessment was proposed, as became tho cus- 
tom when tho survey systom was move advanced, but as a wholo 
tho rates for tho Mohol portion were fixed at 10 por cont. higher 
than m Indépur, and at 5 per cont, highor in Méddha, 

Tho immediate effect of tho adoption of thoso rates was to 
reduce theevenuo 17} por cont, below tho collections of 1888-89 ; 
the new rental, includmg Rs, 16,000 on account of miscellancoua 
receipts, came to Rs. 1,58,000, which exeecded Rea. 1,14,500, tho 
average collections from tho time of tho accession of British rule 
to 1888-89, by Rs. 88,500, or an increnso of 88°6 per cont, In 
Mohol alone the reduction on dry-crop lands, from Rs. 57,000 to 
Rs, 87,000, came to 21 per cont, For irvigatod Innds it was pro- 
posed io impose » maximum rato of Rs.2 por sore, in addition to 
the dry-crop rate on tho number of acres onch well wag cupablo 
of watermg one yen with another; this was to be levied by 
annual measurement, In forwarding tho proposals for sanction 
the Revenue Commissioner objected to this part of the scheme, 


a 
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and suggested that a certain quantity of land, as much as could 
fairly be invigated every yeax, should be assigned to each well, 
and assessment levied under all circumstances. Lieutenant Win- 
gate thought one reason for the great fall in prices lay in the 
improper way in which the instalments for the collection of the 
vevenue were fixed, falling frequently so as to force the whole 
grain of the country into the market at the same time, to provide 
money for payment of the State dues. The principal crops were 
the late, or spring crops. The instalments were therefore to be 
three, one of 20 per cent, on the 15th February, one of 40 per 

“cent, on the 18th March, and the remaining 40 per cent. on the 
15th Apiil, These would admit of the grain being brought into 
market gradually ; the ryota would retain sufficient for home con- 
aumption, and not be forced to borrow for food or seed. 

In sanctioning the proposals, Government laid down with regard 
to garden land, that every means should be taken to encourage the in- 
vestment of capital in improvements, and the smallest inci ease over 
dry-crop rates imposed on such land consistently with what was 
due to those who had already expended capital in improvements, 
and with the object of preventing the abandonment of old with a 
view to take up new laud at the new rates. It was proposed that 
no extra assessment should be placed on xice lands, but the expe- 
diency of this was doubted. Such land was much more valuable 
than dry-crop land, often bearing two crops in the year, and ag 
the names of,tho builders of the dams from which they were 
watored wore lost in tradition, or these were probably tho formor 
rulers of the country, there was no good reason why such land 
should not be classed according to its existing productive power, 
Tt was quite right, however, that the principlo of non-taaation of 
improvements should be adhered to in all futuro cases. (N.B— 
The principle here laid down with regard to the taxation of rice 
lnnd already in existence at higher then dry-crop rates has been 
carried out of late years in the case of wells paying garden 1ates, 
constructed probably genorations ago, which it is proposed to 
relieve of additional rates and place an extra assessment on water. 
bearing strata.) In place of garden rates of Rs. 1d and R. 1 being 
imposed on lands with déficiont water-supply and inferior soil, 
Government preferred one uniform rate, to, be adjusted in auch 

‘ Be 
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cases by 2 smaller quantity of land being assigned to wells, tho 
inferiority of soil bemg allowed for in the soil classification. 

The annual measurement proposed was disapproved, as tending 
to interfere with or destroy foolings of proprietary right; the 
rates were therefore ordered to be fixed so low that they might be 
paid even if the land ‘vere not irrigated for a time. A proposal to 
xelinquish the assessment on garden lands, hitherlo paying a vory 
light rate or none at all, was negatived as at varianco with the 
principle of equalizing assessments; to carry tho proposal fully 
out would be to lay down that no field should pay moro than it 
had hitherto paid. As the rates had boon tosted in Inddpur and 
had proved successful, thero was no reason why thoy should not 
be guaranteed for thirty instead of twenty yenis, as had been pro- 
posed. 

A suggestion of Lieutenant Wingate’s, that 5 per cont, extra 
should be levied for the purpose of district education, was not 
approved of for the time being, but left for future considoration. 
In making his proposals Lieutenant Wingate mado some striking 
remarks on the condition of the ryots of the Deccan, which are 
worth quoting. There were in the Deccan a acanty population, 
and large tracts of fertile land lying waste and unappropriated. 
The resources of the country were boundless compared with tho 
demands of tho people, Under such circumstances ono would ox- 
pect to find tho socioty, if imbued with tho spirit of improvoment, 
in » stato of transition, making vapid and gront additions to its 
numbers, woalth, and intelligence ; or, if unactuated by a hope of 
bettering its condition, sunk in a stato of apathy nnd indolonos, 
having ita origin and continuance in the very abundance and 
facility of obtaining the means of snbsistonco, 

The state of the Deccan was distinct from oither of thoso. 
Although there was abundanco of unoccupied fortile lend for the 
scaniy population, the means of subsistence were obtained with 
difficulty, and the oxertions of the industrious and Jaborious cul- 
tivator did not always exable him to preserve his, position, and 
rarely to better it. Population, in fact, although surrounded by 
great and untouched resources, was pressing hard on tho limits of 
subsistonce, and its numbers, if not diminishing, were stationary, 
while there was little,inducement for tho investmont of capital 
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and no aign of advancing prosperity, Agricultural profits, ns well 
as those of most other employments, were at the lowest ebb. ‘The 
country, with abundant resources undeveloped, exhibited many of 
the features of the most advanced stages of improvement when 
the wants of an over-abundant population have taxed the capa- 
bilities of the soil to the utmost, and the difficulty of procuring 
food had so lowered the rate of, profits as to Jenve little induco- 
ment for the further employment of capital in productive pursuils, 
Such o striking inversion of the usual course of society must have 
its source in some cause of almost universal operation, and this 
seemed to be the consequence of the exaction of exceasive rent, a 
rent that could never have been realised but for the peculiar 
position of Government, When it was remembered that every 
increase of rent meant a reduction of the rate of profit, which is 
the sole inducement to employ capital in productive industry, this 
seemed clearly to be a cause capable of prematurely checking, if 
not barring, any farther progress of society at even the earliest 
stages of improvement, Going on to quote the opinion of Mal- 
thus—that in India and China especially, and everywhere [where 
there may be an unnecessary monopoly, and owing to it a groater 
portion of the surplus produce was taken in the shape of rent or 
taxes than would be separated by the natural fall of wages and 
profits, the wages of labour and the profits of stock would be 
forcibly and prematurely lowered, nnd great obstacles thrown in 
the way of prégressive cultivation and population in later times, 
while much good land would remain waste—Liout. Wingato 
proceeded to aay that an assessment, however little in excoss 
of what it would bear, must go on from year to year slowly but 
surely exhausting the fountains of* national wealth without 
affording any signs of its banoful progress, The Government, 
however solicitous for the welfare of its people, remained in 
ignorance of the deplorable state of tHe case till the ruin brought 
about could no longer be concealed. An error on tho wrong sido 
would produce incalculable evil, and the proper policy was not to 
fix the assessment at what the land would actually bear, but ax 
far within it as the exigencies of the State would admit, 

In 1840-41 the Survey settlement was introduced into Sholdpur. 
A large proportion of the wholo area ‘of aralle land had remained 
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waste ever since Mr. Pringle's survoy, A test of 10 por cont. of 
hig measurements having been tuken, less than 10 por cont. of 
error was found in fifty-one out of tho seventy-ono villages. In 
five it was above 10 per cent. in cullivated land, and in twolvo in 
waste land, while threo villages required entire ro-monsuroment. 
The soil was much the sameas in Mohol and Médha, Tho country 
was bare, with a waving surface, in the hollows of which thore was 
good soil, It somotimes rose into hillocks which showed tho bare 
tock, Blnek soil was only about onc-tonth of tho whole, It wns 
in small pniches of no great depth, resting on 0 sandy loam with 
a aubstratum of pebbly limestone, Tillage on the wholo was 
careless, and a field was seldom ploughed but from necessity, Tho 
climate was diy and the rainfall scanty and uncertain, coming 
mostly in the latter end of the season with the north-east 
monsoon. i 

The town of SholApur, with its 24,000 inhabitants, afforded a 
good market. It was a contre of the salt and botel-nut trade 
between the Ratndgff{ seacoast and the inland tracts, and for 
cotton and coarse cotton fabrics from the surrounding villagos. 

The old assessments wore found to be very various, thore being 
sometimes only one in a village, and somolimes five or six. The 
Jand-measures appear to have changed according to tlio character 
of the soil, The twenty-four years onding in 1888-89 had in- 
cluded five specially bad seasons, in threo of which thore had 
been drought, in one an excess of rain that ruined*tho crops, and 
ono in which rats almost destroyed them. In throe years a sovore 
visitation of cholera had fallen on the people, 

Botweon 1822-28 and 1837-88 tho area of cultivation had fallon 
from 152,672 10 129,812 biyhas, 14°83 per cent, and waste increngod 
from 25,965 to 77,508 Dighas, or 198 per cont. Romissions in 
many years had been heavy, and collections, inclusive of misgel- 
Jancous receipts and the duos of hereditary officors, had fallen 
from Rs, 89,901 10 Rs. 54,862, or nemly 40 per cent, The pricos 
of javinj and bari fell in the same period from 14 and 21 acers to 
81 and 27 seers respectively, Tho waste land was ovor 87 por 
cont, of the whole arablo area, and the,people had apparently lost 
all heart, for their houses were ruinous, and many formerly well- 
to-do mou had to work in tho fields as labourers. 


SHOLA'PUR, 71 


The maximum rate unde: Mr, Pringle’s settlement was rarely 
above Rs, 2, but in one village in which it was Rs.2 La. the con- 
trast betweon it and its neighbour, in which the rate was R.1 2a., 
wags 1emarkable, The former was in ruinous condition, und 2,475 
out of 4,100 arable acres wero waste, while in the latter only 884 
out of 2,049 acres were untilled, the remissions were trifling, and 
the 1evenue was impioving, A maximum rate was proposed. 
38 per cent. higher than that adopted in Inddépur, This was 
caleulated to ting about o reduction of 273 per cent. in the 
existing assessment. 

The Mandrup group of forty villages, also included in Sholipur, 
was revised at the same time, With few exceptions the whole 
tract wasa bleck-soil plain, and on the whole the country was 
fertile. Like Sholdpur, however, it had suffered severely from the 
same causes, and most of the villages were ruined “Water-courses, 
which might have been made use of to irrigate with from streams, 
some of which held water throughout the year, had fallen into 
decay, and no one had the energy or capital to repair them, Tven 
water for drinking purposes was scarce, The people, no doubt, 
wore in equally as bad a plight as those of Sholdpur. 

In forwarding the proposals, Lieut. Wingate said the cireum- 
stances of Sholdpur as a whole (inclusive of the Sholpur, Abix- 
vidi, and Mandrup circles) wore very similar to those of Mohol 
and Madha., They wore better situated with respect to market, 
having Sholipyr in their midst, but he had no doubt that tho 
wretched condition of the people was due to over-assessment. He 
quoted the case of Inddpur, which, aftor it had been settled, passed. 
through the bad season of 1838-39 with a necessity for only 4 per 
cent, of remissions, and urged that a reduction in Sholdpur was 


shmperative, Tho rates he proposed were $8 per cent. higher than 


the Indipur iate for Sholdpur and Ahirvddi, and 20 per cent. 
lugher for the Mandrup portion, Thgse gave an average of Ga, 


_ for the former and of 74a for the latter, where the soil was batter. 


The total Survey rental for the entiro subdivision, including the 
exira cess to be imposed on irrigated Jands, would como to 
Rs. 1,27,000, or Rs. 11,000 in excess of the average collections for 
seventeon preceding years, and Ras, 4,000 over thoso of the last 
four, This assessment was op the whole area, inclusive of waste, 
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For irrigated land the adoption of the same method of asscssment 
as that approved by Governmont for Indipur was proposed. The 
whole received sanction and the usual thirty yoars’ guarantee, 
The settlement was carried out in 1840-41. 

The subdivision of Bérsf, which lay to the north of Sholdpur, 
and was divided from it by a narrow belt of the Nizim’s territory, 
was next sottled. It was between tho Balighdt range of hills to 
the east and the S{na river on the west, and was supposed to have 
a somewhat better rainfall than Sholdpur on account of tho near- 
ness of the hills. It had two local markets at Baysf and Vairdg, 
but these were not as good as Sholépur. 

Tn 1818, when it first came under British management, Bitai 
was moro flourishing than any other part of Sholépur, but from 
sevore exaction of the Government demands, notwithstanding the 
great fall in prices that had taken place, its prosperity began to 
decline from 1826-27, Oultivation and revenue fell off till, in 
1885-86, thoy were little more than a half of what they had been 
nine years before, 

About 1880 Mr. Pringle’s settlement was introduced, and during 
the ten years it remained in foree the fluctuations of tillnge and 
revenue were comparatively small, except in the famine yeny of 
1882-88. The assessment averaged more than a rupee the acro, 
howover, wheyeas it had previously been under a rupee; and aati- 
mating the assessment at the commencement of British rulo, as 
well as in 1840, in produce, it was clear, considering tho cnormous 
fall in prices that had occurred, that the latter was at least double 
of the former, The oxisting state of depression was thus easily 
accounted for. : 

An increase of cultivation that took place in 1889-40 was duo 
only to extensive grants of waste land at short or wkéi rates. The 
depreciation in the value of produce was probably not less than 
50 per cent., but on the other hand the ryots had been freed from 
the liability to pay extra cesses, and Tieut. Wingate was therefore 
of opinion hat rates rather higher than one-half of what they 
wore at the introduction of British rule might be imposed with 
safety. The same rates as those of Sholépur, 88 per cont. highor 
than the original Inddpur rai¢s, were accordingly proposed. The 
result, it was estimaged, would be to give an average of 74a, por 
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acre, and a revenue of Rs. 1,15,000 on the whole arable land 
(245,000 acres), or, including the extra tax on irrigated land, one 
of Ra, 1,20,000, This would be Ra, 5,000, or 4 per cent., less than 
the average collections, Rs. 1,25,000, of the twenty-two years ending 
in 1840; Rs. 5,000, or 4°35 per cent, more than the collections of 
the eighteen years ending in the same year; and Re, 15,000, more 
than the average collections of twelve years, The immediate effect 
of the settlement would be to 1educe the revenue by 20:75 per 
cent,, or from Rs. 1,06,000 to Rs. 84,000. For lands irrigated 
from wells the same method of assessment as that carried out in 
Mohol, Médha, and Sholdpur was proposed, All these proposals 
were sanctioned in the end of 1840, and the usual guarantee given 
for thirty years, 

In 1842-48 the petty division of Ropla, in the subdivision of 
Karméla, and in the followmg year the main portion of the sub- 
division itself, were settled. It lay from ten to twenty miles from 
Inddpur, and the conditions of the two tracts of country closely 
resembled each other, but the nearness of the eastern hills to 
Ropla made the late rains more certain and more heavy than in 
Indfpur. Along the rivers the soil was black and heavy, and 
away fiom them brown and lighter. The heavy ten-bullock plough 
was common to both, and in markets the difference was slight, 
KarmaAla, twelve miles north-west of Ropla, was ita nearest market, 
and the general price of béjri was only about 5 per cent, higher 
than at Indépus, Ropla had come to the British from the Nizim 
in 1821. The revenue system under the Nizém had been un- 
certain and oppressive. By 1842 the people of Ropla had greatly 
improved in their circumstances, but the assessment was too heavy 
to admit of any great progress, They were still far from well to 
do, and were deeply in the books of the money-lenders for supplies 
of food and the payment of rent, They had passed through three 
periods. For five years, from 1821 to 1826-27, they were pros- 
perous, with an average cultivated area uf 60,485 acres; then came 
nine years of depression, ending in 1885-86, wher the tillage 
averaged 44,538 acres; and finally a period of recovery, which had 
brought up the cultivation in 1840-41 to 74,896 acres. In the 
first period the average collections were Re. 33,470, in the second 
Rs, 22,740, and in the last Rs, 31,500. Tha price of javdrt had 
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averaged 61 scare in tho seventeon years: in the five yoars ending 
in 1840-41 it had beon about 65 secre, and thore was no aign of 
any general rise in prices. The Survey officers wero of opinion 
that the constant remissions that had had to bo givon proved the 
over-assessmont of the country, and the systom of remissions 
demoralized tho people and. the officials by tho bribery and corrup- 
tion it led to. Byon in 1841-42, out of a yovenue demand Lor 
Rs, 1,79,000, move than half (Rs, 91,600) was remitted. 

Mr, Pringle’s moasunexments were found to be so untrustworthy 
that the whole of tho land was ve-measured, and classification of 
soils was carried out on tho Inddpur system. The sumo maximum 
rates ns those adopted for Mfdha, viz, 5 por cent, above thoso of 
Indépur, were proposed. For garden lands the Indépur rate of 
Ra, 2an acre in addition to the soil vates was proposed, The dry- 
crap rates gavo a total of Rs. 37,880 on 104,917 acres, or about 
5a, 8p. peracre This was Ya, 8p, less than the old avorage acre 
rate, and 8p, below that of IndApur, the area of superior soils boing 
greater in the latter than in Ropla, On the assossment of 1840— 
41 the rental showed a decreaso of 18:7 per cent., and on tho 
dry-ciop collections for nineteen years of 48 per cont, Tho rates 
were sanctioned by Govemment, with the usual guarantee for 
thirty years, in 1842, 

, Tho main body of Karifla, to the north of Ropla, next camo 
under settlement. Much of thesurface hero was rough and. roaky, 
Whon it came under British rule, in addition to tho rack-vornting 
by the Nimbflkay, who Jad hold them for the paymont of his 
troops, the countzy had suffered from tho incursions of the Pon- 
ahfris (Pindarrics). Duaing British incumboncy large and con- 
stant yomissions had had to be givon in consequence of tho fall in 
prices, Not ono-half of the nominal assessment had been leviod 
for the twenty years onding in 1842. One great reason why the 
people had, notwithstanding this liberal treatmont, not prospered. 
was the corruption of tho wllage officers. Tho same threo periods 
of fivo yenr's of prospority, nine of depression, and five of partial 
recovery were noticoabls here as in Ropla. Tho area of tillage in 
the first period was 127,966 nores, in the socond 94,174, and in the 
third 128,741 acres, In the third period the collections had rison 
from Rs. 82,620 to .Rs57,280, and averaged Re, 42,860. Tho 
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rainfall was move favourable in Karméla than in Indipur for the 
late vabt crops, and its market was also better, For these reasons 
an inovedse of 5 per cent. beyond the Ropla maximum, making 
10 per cont, beyond that of Inddpur, was proposed. This would. 
give a rental of Rs, 65,810 on dry-crop land, inclusive of waste, or 
an average of Ga. 9p. Compared with the average assessment of 
lwenty years, this showed a decrease of Rs, 17,100, or 20 per cent. ; 
but compared with the collections for the same period an increase 
of 58 per cont.; and compared with that of the last five years one 
of 52 per cent, The immediate effect on the cultivated area of 
1842 was an increase from Rs, 57,280 to Bs, 60,750, or 6 per cent. 
The Indfpur rate for garden land was proposed. The extra 
assessment of 5 per cent. for Karméla over Ropla was disapproved 
by Government, and the rental of Rs. 60,750 was thus reduced to 
Rs, 57,720, which represented an increase of only ‘76 above the 
dry-crop collections of 1841-42, 

The subdivision of Pandharpur passed under British rule in 
1848 on the Japse of the SattérA State, It was still undor Sattiré 
when seventy-one villages in it in the south and south-east were 
sottled in the commencement, and the remaining sixty-nine in the 
end, of 1857. In the former the iainfall was both scanty and 
uncertain, the villages in tho south being rather worse off than 
those in the north and north-oast; the tract was rocky and the 
soil shallow, fo that the rain ran off at once, Thore was but 
little black soit, which was valued highly for its capability of 
producing late crops. The chiof markets wore Sholipur ond 
Pandharpur; but Séngolé, Jévli, Jath and others were also 
resorted fo. | 

Tho rates of assessment were nominally pitched at so high a 
standard that large permanent reductions, under the name of 
léunt tota, were required to induce people to keep their old lands 
or take up new ; they were, however, made on no regular principle, 
but only with regard to the influence and means of the cultivator. 
This system tended to impoverish the district by a number of 
cultivators, wha should have occupied the position of labourers, 
nominally undertaking tho oultivation of large areas of land, for 
-which they had not sufficient agricultural stock. For the ten 
“years ending in 1856 the ayerago area of dillage was 1,66,400 
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nores, and the collections Rs. 57,280. Tho ryota were, as n class, 
badly off, very fow boing froe from debt or possessing tho means 
to cultivate their lands properly. Tho seventy-ono villages wore 
classed for maximum ratos of dry-crop assessment in five groups. 
Six on the Bhima river, which were nearest to Sholdpur and Pan. 
dharpur, had a maximum of 15 aunas; cight near these, but more 
distant from market, one of 14 annas; thon twenty-six others, 
rather worse situated, one of 12 nnnas. ‘Twonty-throe in tho 
south of the subdivision, and loss favourably placed as regards 
climate and markets, formed the fourth group at» maximum of 
10a. 6p.; and the fifth was one of eight villages in the south-east, 
inferior to all the rest in both respects, with a maximum of 
9 onnas, 

The avorego acre rate for lands watered from wolls was 
Rs.1 12m, purposely made low in order to encourage the use of 
irrigation in a trast whero tho rainfall wns so uncertain, and for 
fear that the wells would fall out of use through the construction 
of new wells under the Survey rules, which would bo free from 
extra assessment. Tho estimated offects of tho new ratos was to 
raise the assessment from Rs. 61,080 to Rs, 78,820, or 29 por cont., 
as shown in the following statement :— 


























Survoy. 
Assossmont |— 
Class, | Villages, | on rere Now Rntos On Wasto 

on Onitivation; of samo Total. 

of 1805-66. Your. 
Ra, Re Re” Ra, 
1 6 9,782 8,266 74 8,840 
2 8 6504 8,472 927 8,699 
8 26 28,386 29,718 990 80,708 
4 23 18,120, 25,967 1,456 a? des 
5 8 8,889 6,894, 491 6,885 
Total! 71 61,081 78,817 8,288 82,055 








The rates wore sanctioned in the beginning of 1857, 
In 1857-58 & sottlomont was introduced into the remaining 


SHOLA'PUR. 7. 


sixty-nine villages of Pandharpur, and twenty-seven of the Nite. 
puta petty division of Khatiy, also in Sattiré, The climate of 
the villages in the east was much the same as in the seventy-one 
villages already settled, but improved in proceeding westwards, 
This was in favour of early crops, and had the effect of enhancing 
the relative value of the poorer soils. There was some manufac- 
ture of blankets from the wool of sheep, which were kept in largo 
flocks by Dhangars or shepherds in the north of the subdivision; 
the blankets were exported to the Konkan in considerable quanti- 
ties, The people in the north were better off than those in the 
south on account of their nearness to markets, with regard to 
which the whole tract was well off, a3 in addition to Pandharpur 
and Sholdpur there were several second-class markets, The rail- 
road under construction at that time between Pina and Sholdpur 
passed within twenty miles of the northern limits of Pandharpur, 
and a made road between Pandharpur and Sattird passed through 
the group. It had thus a considerable advantage aver the seventy- 
one villages settled in the previous year, 

In the sixty-nine Pandharpur villages, during the ten years 
ending in 1857, the average area of cultivation had been 2,19,163 
acres, and the collections Rs.66,150, For the samo period in 
twenty-six of the Niteputa group cultivation had averaged 59,190 
acres and collections Rs. 19,600, On the whole, collections wore 
about the same in the former, and cultivation had slightly fallon, 
whilst in Natepuia the area had increased about 7,000 nerves, and 
the collections had fallen by about Rs, 2,500, The Pandharpur 
villagos were grouped as follows :—Pundharpur itself and a village 
close by were in a first group alone, with a maximum dry-crop 
rate of R.1 2a, Six villages near Pandharpur, with twenty-threo 
in the noith, which had a slight advantage in climate and markets 
and a prospective benefit from the railway, were formed into a 
second group at R.1. The third, of twenty-two villages to the 
south of the second, had a maximum of 15 annas, In the fourth 
class were placed sixteen villages to the south of the third class, 
and to the north of villages assessed at a maximum of 12 annas 
in the previous year; they had an intermediate maximum of 14 
annas, Garden rates were fixed ata maximum of Rs, 8%, but the 
avernge was estimated af only R.1 Ida, a 
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The goneral xosuli, was as follows :— 




















Survoy. 
On Tillago 
Claes: |Vilegess) of 1866-67. | Guitivation |On Wasto of pon 
of 1856-57. the anma, : 
Ra, Ra Rs, Rs, 

1 2 2,889 1,978 50 2,028 
2 29 87,225 48,009 1,479 49,488 
3 22 21,885 25,907 843 26,750 
4, 16 10,776 16,684 1,850 18,084 
Total} 69 71,925 92,578 8,722 96,800 








This gave an increase on cultivated land of 28 por cent, 

Tho twenty-seven Niteputa villages were about on a par as to 
advantages with tho second and third classes in Pandharpuy, and 
were divided into two groups, at maximum rates of a rupee und 
18 annas respectively, They had about 2,000 acres of garden 
Jand, which, at » maximum rate of Rs. 34, as in Pandharpur, 
vould pay an average rate of Rs, 1 Ida. 

The general result was an incrense of 46°8 on the current rontal, 
as shown below :— 





4 














Survoy, 
Ola antes ‘ 
Gings. | Villagos. TiNago ‘of Now Aasoss- | On Wasto 
1856-57. mont on the of tho Total, 
game Alen samo, 
Re, Te, Ra, Ra, 

1 18 18,709 24,41 755 25,196 
a 8 5,571 6,799 185 6,984, 
Total| 26 21,280 | 31,240 | 990 82,180 











The proposals for both Pandharpur and Niteputa wero sanc- 
tioned by Government in the beginning of 1858, In 184i, aflor 
the settlement of Mohol and Médha, new land to tha extent of * 


(18,475 and 18,16L,acreg vespoctiyoly was reported to havo been 
\ 
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taken up, leaving a diminution of revenue of Rs, 12,47] and 
Rs, 25,447 ; but as the amowit of remissions had greatly decreased, 
the actual deficit was only Rs.8,016 and Rs. 5,968. Judicious 
steps had been taken to prevent the taking up of too much land, 
a proceeding which would only regult in slovenly cultivation. The 
collections were made with ease as a consequence of the altora- 
tions in the dates for payment of instalments, the people being 
no longer cbliged to borrow money to pay thom with. Tt was 
explained that there might still be occasions on which the grant 
of remissions would be unavoidable, but it was hoped that in 
time they would be unnecessary, as the ryots would bo able to 
raise money on their land when the property in it became valu- 
able The plan of giving remissions on entire holdings and not 
on single fields was approved, as well as the plan of obliging , 
people to give up their lands when they had taken up more than 
they could cultivate, before they were granted. Export of grain 
from Sholipur to Pina was reported to be commencing, a proof 
of increasing prosperity. 

In 1842 the state of affairs was still reported satisfactory. 
There was an increase of upwards of 20,000 acres in cultivation, 
although the native officers wero prevented from forcing it. Tho 
remission that had to be granted was only } per cent. on the gross 
revenue, and one-sixth of the smallest amount ever given since 
the British occupation. Tho grant of advances was ordered to be 
limited to cases of projected improvements, such as wells; they 
were to be repaid by insialments as works progiessed or the ryot 
began to reap benefit from them. Interference on the part of 
Government officers was not to be allowed in cases of claims for 
mirdsi lands: the claimants were to be told to compromise mat- 
ters, or be 2.eferred to the Courts. In caso of default in payment 
mirdst lands were to be sold and pauper cultivators got rid of, 
The grant of leases for thirty years forthe conversion of diy-crop 
into garden land, viitually adopted+in surveyed districts, was 
sanctioned in 1842 for the Southern Maliatia country, Pina, 
Sholapur and Almadnagar, but strange to say the order was not 
extended to Gujarit, as in that province such encouragement did, 
not seem to be required. 

In 1843 2 second Revenue Commissionorawas appointed, tho 
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Northern Division to comprise the wholo of Gujarit, Thini, 
Khéndesh, with the Department of Continental Customs and 
Excise, and the southern the whole of the Deccan and Southern 
Mahratta country, with Ratnagiri. In the samo year the Col- 
lectors, some of whom had so far misunderstood the spirit of the 
Survoy sottlement as to provent the ryots' sub-loiting their hold- 
ings, were brought to task, In Béref tho average revenue Lor the 
two years of the séttlement was reported as Rs. 7,248 nbovo tho 
avorage for nine years before the settlement, and Rs. 2,469 abovo 
three years’ average. With regard to the repair of old wells, the 
plan, adopted in Khéndesh, of estimating the cost through a 
Panchayat and relinquishing the assessment on the land until it 
was covered, was authorised, 

In 1845 the following statement of the Survey settlements up 
to date was submitted to Government, showing a net increase of 
Ras, 1,41,129 in the reyenue:— 


Collections. Colleotiona, 
No. of Years 1885-86, 1848-44, More, Leas 
Rs, 


in force, Rs, Rs. Re. 
Indépur . 7 65,811 85,910 20,099 
Kurkumb. 6 24,124 80,6382 6,488 
Pimpalgton 5 40,878 52,884 12,461 
Miadhe . 5 46,577 49,740 3,163 
+ . Bb 77,199 40,158 12,054 
Sholapur . 4 97,588 1,28,3812 80,774 
Mohol . 4 89,814 60,186 21,872 
Mandrup. 4 44,890 48,908 A812 
Barst 4 86,808 73,645 _ 18,252 
Vairdg . 4 89,1386 37,526 _ 1,609 
Havelf . 8 46,576 51,776 5,199 
Pébal =. 38 59,263 57,456 - 1,807 
Ansari. 2 50,748 49,062 _ 1,681 
Ropla 2 25,682 81,817 5,634, 
Karmdla . 1 39,290 51,518 = 12,298 
Spi 1 23,718 48,310 24,591 


150475 18,849 
a 18,849 


Net increase 1,41,126 
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Orders were issued in this year that no lenses of villages should 
be granted in surveyed districts, and that in unsurveyed parts of 
the country they should not be given to strangers, 

In 1846 a decrease of cultivation in Mohol and Miadha and an 
increase in Karmala was attributed to cultivators, who had left 
the latter to go to the former when the settlement was introduced, 
returning as soon as Karmila itself was settled, These details 
ave given, not becauye they are of any great historical value or 
as showing any general change of system, but io prove how 
careful was the supervision exercised by Government over the 
details of the Survey settlement, to guard against any mistakes 
that might creep into its administration, 

On the expiration of the thirty years’ guaranteed Survey leases, 
the assessments were brought under revision. A great change 
had. in the meanwhile come over the state of affairs. Prices had 
visen greatly, and the construction of the south-eastern branch of 
the G. I. P, Railway, complemented by numerous local roads, had 
opened up the markets of Bombay, and it may be said of the 
world, for tracts of country into which in olden days grain could 
not find its way in case of famine, and from which a surplus of 
produce over local requirements could not be made uso of, but 
glutted the local markets and caused a ruinous depreciation of 
prices, 

In the constitution of several of the subdivisions of SholApur, 
as well ag the whole Oollectorate, considerable alterations had 
been made. In 1869-70, when revised rates wore introduced into 
MAdha, it embraced forty Government and two shared villages of 
the old subdivision, thirty-one Government and five villages of 
Mohol, and eleven out of Karmila, a total of eighty-nine. The 
greatest portion of the new subdivision consisted of comparatively 
high land, the soil of which was generally shallow, though it varied 
much in depth and quality. The villages along the Sina river 
formed the richest portion, and were mostly of black soil, The 
chief harvest was that of rabi or late crops, which were 76 per 
cent, of the whole. The reduction caused by the now rates had 
been 17 per cent, or from Ba. 1,41,000 to Rs. 1,16,000. From 
there having beey not a mile of made road in 1886, the railway 
had now three stations, yiz., Mohol, Médha, and Birsi Road, along 

Vom, 15, 6 
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tho northem boundary of the aubdivision, Tho old Sholipur and 
Pina rond passed thiough its centre, and the Sholépw~Pandhar- 
pur and Sattiré through the south. A road also connceted Baral 
with the railway station, With the oxcoption of a few in tho 
north-west, none of the villages were more than four or five miles 
from a market. Birs{ Rond had become an impoitant cotton 
mait, In the way of manufactures only a small quantity of conrse 
cotton cloth and blankets was produced and sold locally, The 
prico of favdri had risen from 62 scers in the ten yeais ending in 
1889 to 25 scers in the thirty years onding in 1869, 

Tho following statement shows the state of cultivation, &e,, ia 
the three decades of the settlement :— 


Area of 
Year. Village, Assossmont. Romisafons, Oolisotions, 
Acros, Ra. Ra, Ra, 
1839-1849 289,618 92,991 2,844 90,647 
1849-1859 242,548 94,053 525 98,528 
1859-1869 266,982 1,01,197 17 ~——-1,01,180 


The remissions in the last ten years were thus nominal, and the 
increase in collections in the thirty years came 1o Rs, 10,588, or 
116 per cent, In the same ten years the average assessment on 
lands still unoccupied was only Rs, 750, a vory small per-contage. 
In the first ten years only fifly-seven new wolls had boon made, 
in the second en 214, and in tho third 590, proving that as thoir 
agricultural capital increased the poople had set 10 work 4o make 
improvements, . , 

Tn 1889 tho salo value of dry-crop land had beon next to nothing. 
During tho sottloment it roge to from twolve to fifteen Limos tho 
assessment. Population had in the meanwhile incrensod 26 por 
cent,, farm bullocks 15 por cent., carts from 485 to 1,828, and 
ploughs 88 per cent. Other cattle, from the contraction of pnas- 
turage ground, had fallen 11 por cont. Tho dry-crop tillago, as 
in the rest of the courtry about, was still careless, the land not 
being ploughed more than once in three or four years. The 
Survey Commissioner altributed this noi to laziness, aa other 
officers did, but to ‘the uncertainty of the iainfall, which alone 
onabled the hard ground to be ploughed. The object of the 
people was then to loosen as much of the surface as possible beforo 
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it again dried, and not to work up asmall portion elaborately. 
There were 7,625 recorded holdings (dtd), their average size 
being forty-six acres. The average area to each plough was 1838 
acres, and the ayeiage assessment on each holding Rs, 27 6a, In 
contrast to their condition in 1889, the bulk of the people were 
prosperous and independent, the exceptions being in the case of 
those whose lands, in consequence of minute family subdivisions, 
did not suffice to maintain the individual members, 

As the waste lands had not been measured in Mr, Pringle's 
survey, a fresh measurement became necessary, and it was found 
that there were 35,600 acres under tillage not paying any assess- 
ment, a cixeumstance that went farther than the low Survey rate 
to account for the comfortable condition of the people, involving 
agit did aloss of Rs, 20,000 annually to the State, The lands 
wore all ve-classed, 

{u 1889 Mohol had been assessed at 10 per cont. and Médha 
5 per cent. above IndApur, but at the revision there appeared no 
need to keep up the difference, as markets and communications we1o 
now equally good for both, A maximum rate of R.1 2a. twas 
accordingly proposed for the whole of the villages, with the excep- 
tion of fifteen within five miles of the three railway stations, for 
which R.1 4a, was proposed. ‘Tho effect was to raise the iental 
in seventy-seven villages by 77 per cent, The average acre rate 
was, however, still only 9a. 4p. No extra assessment beyond the 
highest dry-crop yate was to be levied on Iands watered from wells, 
This wag not to apply to those in which now wells had been sunk 
within the period of the Survey lease, as in such only the ordinary 
dry-crop rates would be levied, These proposals were sanctioned 
by Government, 

In 1871-72 a revision of settlement was carried out in Sholépur, 
Agthen constituted, the subdivision comprised 112 Government 
and two alienated villages of the old subdivision, nie that had 
lapsed from the Nipdni estate, fifteen Government and one 
alienated villages out of the old Mohol subdivision, and eleven 
received from the Nizim. Tho new settlement affected 147 Go. 
vernment and one alienated villages. The density of population 
was 172 to the square mile,- Beside the railway, of which the only 
station within the subdivision was at Sholépur itself, a number of 
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local roads had been constructed, the chiof leading to Pina, Wai. 
daribid, Pandharpur, Akalkot, and Bijépur, and several public 
ferries had also been established. Tho average prico of Jaudrt in 
the Sholépur cantonment had been 88 Ibs, and of birt 88 Ibs, in 
the sevort yoars ending in 1871. During the ton yonrs onding in 
1851, in 185 villages the average yearly cultivated aren incronscd 
from 345,628 acres to 855,620 acres during the ten years onding in 
1861, and to $79,490 in the ten years ending in 1871. Tho 
‘averages of collections in the same periods wore Re, 1,46,460, 
Rs, 1,52,070, and Rs, 1,62,180, The corresponding fall in remis. 
sions was from Rs, 869 to Rs. 88, and thonce to Rs.82. At tho 
timo of the first settlement thero woro 1,119 wells in working 
ordey and 468 out of repair. In the thirty years 218 of the 
working wells had fallen into disrepair and 687 had been nowly 
built, of which nearly three-fifths had been during the Inst 
ten years, This gives an increase of 85:3 por cont, of working 
wells, In January 1872, tho large Bkruk lako, threo miles to the 
north of Sholipur, had been completed, 

The population of the 185 villages had increased 26°8 per sent., 
bullocks 25:8 per cent., carts from 219 to 1,167,"or 488 per cont, 
and ploughs from 2,187 to 4,511, or 111 per cent. Othor cattle, 
sheep and goats had diminished 28 per cent. On the whole the 
materinl wealth of the people had greatly increased, and their con- 
dition much improved. Tillage was still slovenly, and manuring 
but little attended to. A largo avon of Jand near Sholdpuy, let 
annually for grazing purposes, fetchod cightcen times the assess. 
ment, Cotton was grown in 14,000 acres, 36 of tho whole area. 

Thore was 2 good denl of manufacturo and dycing of cotton and 
woollen goods in Sholipur and other places, and the value of the 
produce of the hand-looms was estimated al Is. 5,76,000, of 
woollen goods Rs.89,000, and of motal-work Rs. 55,000, Tho 
people seemed well off and well clothed ; tho villages were botter 
kept and cleaned than those of Indépur and Bhimthadi, and Jand 
sold readily at from ten to seventy times the assessment, 

The whole of the lands were ye-measured and ve-classified, My, 
Pringle’s operations not being found yeliablo, Tho examination 
of the latter gave good grounds for suspicion of fraud on the part 
of tho old classers, from the gross inequalitios found in the classi- 
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fication of lands of similar quality. The masimum dry-crop rate 
proposed for Sholipur was Rs, 14, for the surrounding villages 
R.1 6a,, and for those more distant Rs.14. For the Mandrup 
group, which had not profited so much by the opening of the 1ail- 
way, and still depended on ferries to crosy the Sina during the 
raing, the rates proposed were Rs. 1} for the nearest and R,1 2a, 
for the more distant ones, The general result was an incroase on 
the cultivation of 1870-71 from Rs.1,74,100 to Rs. 3,09,810, an 
increase of 77 per cent, The waste, 1,548 acres, was assessed at 
Ra, 680, bringing the total to Rs. 3,09,990, 

The following statement shows the general assessment :— 

Villages, 147, Oultivation: Area, 885,705 acres; Rental, 
Ra. 4,838,416, Waste: Area, 1,964 acres; Rental, Rs. 763. Total: 
Area, 837,651 acres; Rental, Rs. 4,84,179. 

The channel-watered land was only of small area. For this a 
maximum rate of Rs. 6 descending to Rs, 14, according to supply, 
was proposed, in addition to the dry-crop rates, The total was only 
Rs.1,190, For 2,508 acres producing coarse rice, and sometimes 
asecond crop of pulse, a maximum rate of Rs.8 was proposed, 
Proposals with regard to land under the Ekruk lake were 
postponed. All the proposals were sanctioned by Government in 
April 1872, ‘ 

In 1872-78 a revised Survey settlement was introduced into 
thirty-three villages of the Pandharpur subdivision. Pandharpur 
had been settled ‘vhile still in Sattira, and had been transferred 
to Sholipur in 1864, Thirty of tho villages had belonged to 
Mohol and Médha, and three to Sholdpur. ‘They lay in a strip of 
country skirting the banks of the Bhima to the south of Madha, 
and between it and the Bhima. Pandharpur was in the centre of 
the subdivision, In the thirty-three years ending in 1672 there 
hhad been no remissions between 1847 and 1871, but in 1871~72 a 
fourth of the revenue had 1o be remitted," The average collections 
of the last ten years were accordingly but little more than those of 
the previous ten, and for the twenty-four years before revision, 
omitting 1871-72, they had been steady between Rs. 34,000 and 
Rs, 86,000, During the thirteen years ending in 1852, the aren of 
arable waste averaged 6°4 per cent.; in the noxt ten years 4°6 per 
cent., whilst subsequently it was almost nominal. Considering 
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tho riso of prices since the southern Pandharpur villages had been 
settled in 1857, the same maximum rato of R, 1 Qa, as that already 
adopted in Médha was thought suitable, ‘The result was to raiso 
the rental from Rs. 36,050 to Rs, 62,710, an inevenso‘of 74 per 
cent., thet in Midha itself having been 77 per cent, The dotails 
are shown below :— 

Rental of occupied land in 1839-40, Rs, 84,288, 

Revision —Occupied land; Arca, 90,221 acies; Rental, Rs, 62,712. 
Unoceupied land: Area, 57 acres; Rental, Rs.28, Total: Area, 
90,279 neves; Rental, Rs, 62,740. 

The avernge rate per acre was 9a. 4p, in the Médha subdivision, 
and in Pandharpur 11a, Lp, There was but little channol-watered 
land, and for this » maximum of Rs,8 was proposed. Lands 
under wells were treated in the same way as in other placos. In 
forwarding the Superintendent’s proposals tho Survey Commis- 
sionor increased the maximum in four villagos, Lhus increasing tho 
total onhancement of revenue to 76 por cont, This was sanctioned 
by Government, 

In 1872-78 the subdivision of Baraf was revised. Being self. 
contained, no change had taken place in its constitution sinco the 
first settlement. As already noticed, there had been three poriods 
in the revenue history of Birsf previous to tho sottlomont, one of 
prosperity, followed by one of groat deprossion in consoquonce of 
a fall in prices, and then, as prices vose, a gradual recovery, 
Little effect had, howover, boen produced befote tho settlemont, 
at which time the people had been in a stato of great doprossion, 
Tho statistics of prices at Birs{ for the yews before 1856 wero 
not available, but tho riso had thon probably been 60 or 70 por 
eent, Between 1866-67 and 1871-72 the average prices of gavdat 
and bdjri were about three times as high as thogo beiwcon 
1856-57 and 1860-61, and there was a greater difference in the 
price of wheat. : , 

In the first year of tho settlomont the Birsf villages made a 
very sudden advance. Somo variable scnsons followed tho bad 
year of 1845-46, but from 1858-54 0 stendy rise sot in, and by 
1860 the full Survey rental began to be ronlised ; it continuod to 
he levied up till 1872 without tho necessity for any remissions, 
During the twelvd years ending in 1852 tho average collections 
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wore Rs, 1,08,740, the average waste 40,808 acres, and remissions 
Re, 4,420, With some fluctuations the waste in 1852-53 was 
85,490 acres, or about one-seventh of the whole arable area. 
After the latter year the waste rapidly decreased until in 1861-62, 
the twenty-second year of the settlement, there were only 2,633 
acres, Qollections had risen to Rs, 1,238,480, and there ‘were no 
vemissions, During the ten years ending in 1872 almost the 
whole of the waste was taken up, there were no romissious, and 
collections averaged Rs. 1,24,590. 

During the Survey lease population in Bérsf had increased 
51 per cent., houses 384 per cent,, carts 154 per cent., ploughs 
60 per cent., and bullocks 18 per cent. Wells had increased from 
1,776 to 2,844, or 60 per cent.; of the new wells 110 had been 
made in the twelve ycars ending 1852, 299 in the next ten, and 
987 during the last ten, showing progressive improvement in the 
condition of the people, The chief lme of trafic was the twenty- 
‘two miles from Birs{ to the Biraf Road railway station. There 
were other cleared tracks, but no regularly made road, The 
cotton trado of Birsf had risen from Captain Wingate’s estimate 
of Rs. 1,25,000 to » value of 60 or 70 lakhs of rupees. Barsf 
had increased 62 per cent. in population, and 1414 per cent. in 
houses ; manufactures we1e confined to coarse cotton and woollen 
cloths, but large quantities of miscellaneous goods changed hands 
every week, That the people were thriving was proved by 
almost every villago having a number of stacks of straw, although 
1871 had boen a bad year, Tho sale and mortgage value of land 
varied from five 1o seventy times the assessment, There had 
been no remissions and no sales of land for arrears of rent for 
five yonrs, Tho villages were divided for maximum xates of dry~ 
crop assessment into four groups, the first containing only tho 
town of Bfrsi, with a rate of R.1 8a, In a second group were 
fifty-eight villages within five or six jniles of Birsf, or near tho 
hulls, or on the road to the market of Vairig or the Bérs{ Road 
station: its rate was B.1 62. In the third group were 47 vil- 
lages farther from Bérs{ and the hills, and some villages in the 
north-oast comer, In the south-east was a group of five villages 
with a rate of R.1 2a, Those rates gavo average rates of 
12a, 1p, 12a, 4p., La. 8p., and 9a. 1p. in the four groups, and 
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increased the rentals by 80, 66, 62, and 95 in them respectively. 
The avorago increaso on the 111 villages was 66 per cent., and 
the average dry-crop rate per acre lla, 9p. as against the Sholi~ 
pur vaio of 11s. 4p, Compared with the collections under tho 
old sottlement the new rental was double of tho average revenue 
during the twelve years ending in 1852, 75 por cont, move than 
the avorago of the ten years ending in 1862, and 66 per cent. 
more than that of the last ten, The genoral rosull is stated 
below :— 

Rental of oceupicd land in 1840, Rs. 1,24,658. 

Revision :—Occupied Area, 2,78,500 acres; Rontal, Ra, 2,07,174. 
Wasto: Area, 88 acres; Rental, Rs, 72. Total: Arca, 278,592 
acies ; Rental, Rs. 2,07,246, 

Tho old assessment on irrigated lands as a whole was Rs, 8,810. 
In tho revision 14,183 acros wore found to be irrigated from wells, 
so that the abandonment of extra taxation on such Jands involved 
a loss of probably Rs, 28,000. A maximum of Rs, 44, deoronsing 
to 8 annas, was proposed for 1,058 nores of channol-watered land: 
the average came to R,1 18a, Tho lowest class maximum was 
lowered by Government from BR, 1 2a, to R. 1, but will this oxcep- 
tion the proposals weve sanctioned. 

In 1873-74 tho subdivision of Karmila was revised, At tho 
first sottloment 14 had consisted of oighty-two Government and 
tavo alienated villages in tha combined Mémlntdéu’s and Mahdl- 
kavi’a charges. Through torritorinl changos nt vayious timos, and 
the Inpso of threo villages in 1869~70, ib now containod, 111 Go. 
yornment and 12 alienated. Tho revision of 1878 was to affoct 
niney-throa Govornmont villages which had been soltled at 
yarious times, ho prices of javdei and bdjrt had ranged as 


follows :— 
Tavivi, Bajri, 


Scors, Sota, 
Ton years ondingsin 1841. » 48 32 
” ” 1852 . » 64 50 
” » 1862 . » 40 83 


” » 1872. , Qt 17 


In 1848 there were 72,800 acres, or 37 per cont, of arablo waste, 
assessed at Ra, 25,180. In the four years ending in 1847 half of 


SHOLA'PUR.. 89 


this was taken up, but at the same time half of the assessment 
had to be remitted. Cultivation and collections then fell till in 
1850-51 the waste amounted to 79,910 acies, and the collections 
were only Rs. 74,780, By 1858 the waste was reduced to 
61,000 acres and collections rose to Rs, 88,850. During the next 
ten years the waste land was steadily absorbed and collections 
rose, till in 1862 there wore only 758 acres of unoccupied land, 
and the average collections were Rs. 1,06,790. In the ten years 
ending in 1878 the waste was only 464 acres, and the avernge 
collections Rs. 1,06,520, emissions to the amount of Rs. 4,870 
were given in 1871-72 alone. 

These details have been entered into to show that, at however 
low a rate the assessments may be placed, until a country of un- 
certain rainfall like the Deccan has been opened out by railroads 
and good means of communication, so as to equalize prices and. 
yaiso the value of land, local prices will vary so much as to aftect 
seriously the aren under occupation, and with it the revenue of 
tho State, If the land were held entirely 1ent-free, precisely the 
same would be the case, and the only proper pitch of assessment, 
beneficial alike to Government and the people, is one that will 
provide for all ordinary vicissitudes of the seasons, and do away 
with the need for remissions except in years of serious failue of 
rain. Population in the ninety-three villages had risen in the 
thirty years by 24 por cent., cats by 184 per cent. (from 4:49 to 
1,276), ploughs 80 per omit, and farm cattle by 5:8 per cent. 
Houses decreased from 10,952 to 9,974, or 89 per cont, Working 
wells increased from 1,090 to 1,780, Of new wells forty-nine were 
made in the first ten years of the lease, 150 in the second, and 391 
in the third ten, 

The cultivation in 1878 was still slovenly, except in garden lands, 
from the paucity of farm cattle, ryots sometimes holding fifty or 
sixty acres without a single bullock, It was the custom to plough 
only once in three, four, or five years, and in the intermediate 
years only to harrow the land, Within the period of the Survey 
lease the G, I. P. Railway had been made, and three of its stations 
were within Karmdla lmitg, and two, Diksfl and Béref Road, 
just beyond it, Otherwise there were only some fair weather 
voads. In addition to the chief market town of KarmAla thera 
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wore a number of minor local markets. Thero was some local 
manufacture of cotton and woollen fabrics, as well as of coarse 
saltpetre. 

Tho condition of the peoplo was unsatisfactory, This was traced 
by various authorities 40 the uncerlamty of the rainfall, to tho 
oceupation of more land than the people could cultivate properly, 
and to the influence of money-lenders. Probably a combination 
of all threo causes would go tho nearest to a truc explanation of 
the state of affairs, The ocoupancy right of land fotchod much 
Jower prices than in other subdivisions, 

The ninety-threo Government villages were thrown into three 
groups with maximum dry-crop rates of R.1 da, R.1 2a, and 
B.1. Tho first consisted of two railway station villagos, tho 
second of twenty-one villages (including Ropla) within o radius 
of four miles from a railway station and along the line, and tho 
third of the remaining seventy villages. In no villago did tho 
total new assessment excoed the old by moro than 70 per cent, 
and in the village in which the increase was tho largost the avorago 
acre rate came to only 5a. 9p. Lands under wells were dealt with 
as alyeady noted in other subdivisions, A maximum rato of 
Rs. 8 12a, on channel-watered lands gave an average of R.1 9a. 
with a total revenue of Rs, 980, ‘There wore only thirty-four 
acres of rice land, which was to pay at a maximum rato of Rs, 3, 
Tho rates were sanctioned by Government in February 1874. 
Owing to tho considerable fall in pricos that hadoccurved in tho 
three previous yous, an order was given by Governmont to limit 
the increaso of nssessmont on revision to $8 por cent in any 
group of villages, 66 por cont, in any single villago, and 100 por 
cené, in any individual holding, This matter has been explained 
under tho heading of Pinna, and the details neod not be repealad, 

Tn any of tho revised villages in which tho onhancemont was 
found to exceed iho limits fixed the increase was 10 bo reduced 
to 50 per cont.; in cases in which the onhancemont after this had 
been done was still over 75 per cent., it was to be reported for the 
ordors of Government, as well as those in which the incroase on 
asingle holding was over 100 per cout. In consoquence of those 
orders the enhancoments in the several subdivisions were roduced 
from 77 to 88 per cant. in MAdha, from 77 to 44 por cont, in Sho- 
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ldpuy, from 76 to 46 per cent, in Pandhaxpur, and from 62 to 
42 per cent, in Barsf, 
The general result was as follows :— 





In- 
In- Meduced: orense | Averngo 





A Vil- |Settlements,| Revision, 3 
Sibdivision. | sggos, | 1880 to 1844, | 1260 to 1874, | Xone? | ——--——-],gvez, [Day ono 
Amomt, | 1844, 
Re, Ts. 
Médha- - -| 77 | 1,00,581 | 1,74,448 Th VA, a8 799 88 74 
Sholdpur - - | 147 | 1,714,101 | 8,07,072 | 77 | 861,126 | 44 | 9 2 
Pandharpur - | 83 86,048 68,441 76 "52, ‘686 42 9 8 
Bhat - - -] 421 | 1,24,658 | 2,02,452 62 | 1,77,185 42 |10 2 
Kamila - -} 95 | 1,10,824 | 1,40,890 82 {1 46, 890 82 7 10 





A return of the area under cultivation, assessments, &c , before 
and after the Survey settlements, was prepared by the Survey 
Dapartment in 1880-81. Of the 661 Government villages onigi- 
nally sottled the assessments in 452 haye been revised, For 688 
Government villages, of which complete returns ave available, the 
cultivation of 1879-80 shows an increase over that of ten years 
before the 1840 settlement of 61 per cent. (1,264,097 to 2,088,188 
acres), and collections one of 42:7 per cent. (Rs. 6,81,940 to 
Rs, 9,01,750), a fall in waste of 47 per cent,, (510,582 to 269,119 
acres), aud in remissions from Rs, 3,77,740 to} Rs.460, “The 
returns for alienated villages that have been sottled| show pro- 
portionately favourable figures, 

In addition 10 tho south-eastern line of the G, I, P. Railway a 
connection by loop line has been formed to the north-enstorn 
branch through the Ahmadnagar Collectoiate, which opens out 
the route to Central and Northern Indin, Others have been 
opened up connecting the Dacoan with the Southern Mahratta 
country, Goa, Balfxi, and Madras, All this, it is hoped, is a 
guarantee that hereafter prices will ‘not fluctuate violently, ag in 
the past, and that the land revenue has been established upon a 
stable basis. 

Revision of the original settlements made in 1857-58, in twenty- 
sevon villages of the Khatto TAluka, and thirty in that of Pan. 
dharpur, both formerly in the Sattird Collectorate, now combined 
‘and forming the Méliras Téluka of Sholdpur, was carried out in 
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1890, For the purpose of rovision the old Survey numbers have 
been re-cast to bring thom into accord with prosent ocoupancy. 
In tho course of this errors in the old measurement were dis- 
coyered in only soventeen out of 11,476, which speaks woll for 
the accuracy of the original survey, and seventy-ono had to be 
ve-menstied in consequence of changes through the action of 
floods and the making of new roads, Those, with threo others 
altered for other reasons, make up a total of only nincty-ono num 
bers in which the original survey had to be modifiod. In classifi- 
cation of soils, however, about one-third of the tolal number of 
Survey fields had to be done over again, Of changes in the diffe- 
rent descriptions of land in the period of the lease, a diminution 
of 6,054 acies in dry-crop is almost entirely accounted for by an. 
increase of 5,296 in garden land and 614 transferred to the hend 
of unassessed, 

The new Taluka of MAlsfras is tho most wosterly portion of the 
Sholfpur Collectorate. Its northern is for the most part the Nira 
river, and. its eastern boundary the Bhima. On the south it borders 
on the Satté.4 Collectorate, and on the west on the Phaltan Jagt. 
It is faintly provided with roads, which give it access to the G, I, P. 
Railway at distances varying from twenty-fivo to forty-five miles. 
Weekly maikets are held at Akluj, Mflefvas, and Nateputs, but 
none of these aro of any great importance. Cereals, carly and 
late, are raigod in 71 por cont, of its total arable aren, and under 
1 per cent. is devoted to garden produce, whilst 123 por cont, are 
in grass and fallow. 

Tho wholo tract has decidedly improved. in condition sineo tha 
first settlemont, Population has inoroased by 39:1 por cont, and 
ja said to be housed in 5,594 moro houses of all dogeriptions, Ag 
this, however, would give an average of only about threo souls to 
& house, thoro is probably some mistake in tho figures. Agri- 
cultural cattle ave mora by 10°7 per cent., and, contrary to ox 
perience in the rest of the Deccan, milch enttle and their young, 
with sheep and goats, have multiplied by 188 and 848 per cent, 
respectively, This tract of country is one of those that suffered. 
most severely in the famine of 1877, agricultuial and milch cattle 
being said to have diminished by 15,282 in ils course, Since then 
they would appear to,have increased by 26,071, notwithstanding 
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that the unoccupied assessed area has diminished by about 100 
acres, There are now left but 288 acres, assessed at an average 
of 2a, 5p,, of such land unoccupied, whereas “the total number of 
enttle and sheep and goats is 95,847, so that, if this numbor is 
correctly stated, much of the occupied, as well as of the grass 
land, must be used for pasturage. The former of these, however, 
may be exclusive of the 50,000 acres of unarable land. A sure 
sign of the advancing prosperity, however, is to be found in the 
very large increase of carts from 183 to 1,082, and in about a 
thousand more wells having been dug, 500 wells and water-lifts 
were found to be out of xepair, This state of matters may pos- 
sibly be attributed to the knowledge of the people that new wells 
could not be taxed under the Survey rules, and to their having 
consequently taken to the latter and forsaken the wells already in 
existence, a misuse of advantages that will be rendered unncces- 
sary under the new system of assessing all lands undor old wells 
at dry-crop rates, 

Prices have about doubled in the course of the last thirty years, 
in which period, excluding the famine year, there have been prac- 
tically no remissions of assessment granted, and the revenue has 
been collected without difficulty, 763 per cent, of the total number 
of Survey fields is in the hands of the recorded occupants and 
their partners, and 214 is sublet, In 108 cases of sale of ocou- 
pancy right in land, nineteen times the Survey assessment was 
yealised, and dn fifty-one from ten to twenty-five times that 
valuation, In 100 cases of lands leased, the yent paid was on an 
average thrice the assessment, In 200 cases of mortgage, land 
assessed af an average of 6a. 9p, an nore passed as security for 
Rs. 86,297, an average of Rs,5 10a, 8p., or about 18% times the 
Government valuation. It is clear, then, that the land is very 
lightly assessed, and has acquired a high salcable value. 

For the purpose of revision the villages have been divided into 
two groups of forty-five and twelve, the former at a maximum 
dry-crop rate of R,1 4a,, and the latter at one of B.1 8a, The 
first has rather a bettor climate and superior means of com. 
munication than the second group, In the former the old maxi- 
mum varied from 14a. to R.1, and in the latter it was 15a. The 
second group lies at the foot of the Mahidey hills, and, in addition 
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to ita having an inferior olimnto, its land is moro broken up than 
that of the first group, 

There are 109 acre’ of land under rice as compared with seventy. 
one at the time of the first sottlement. Ato Ra, 6 maximum, tho 
same as that fixed for the adjoining Téluke of Man in Satidrd, 
the aveiage assessment will be R.1 5a, an acre, The avorago 
under the old settlement was 4p. in oxcess of this, 

Garden land had increased fiom 6,158 10 11,429 acres, or by 
about 85} per cent. The old average rate of R.1 120, Op, has 
been reduced to R,1 2a, 8p. per acre; that Lor lands irrigated 
from wells now 2oduced to diy-crop rates being R. 1 0a, 11p., and 
that on channel-watered lands Rs, 2 6a. 2p. per acre. Tho general 
increase of revenue under this head is 245 per cont. 

The general financial result is an enhancement of demand from 
Rs, 75,837 to Rs. 1,00,877, or 88:2 por cont, The ayorago rate of 
5a, 7p. per acre under the now settlement shows an increaso undor 
the new of la, 11p,’to 7a 6p. The increase is equivalent to an 
extra grain-rent in wheat of under 4 Ibs, per acre, and is cortainly 
very moderate when the improvod. condition of the cultivators 
from causes beyond their own control is taken into consideration, 
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Turs Oollectorate lies between 17° 54’ and 19° 22’ N. lat, and 
78° 24' and 75°14’ HR. long. It contains an area of about 5,850 
square miles, and a population, according to the census of 1881, 
of 168 to the square mile. In the west, along the Sahyfdvi range, 
it borders on the Thén4 Collectorate, and has a breadth of seventy 
eighty miles, and trending thence m a 9.E, direction for about 
mules, becomes narrowed toa width of about twenty. It is 
boWhded on thenorth-east and east by Ahmadnagar and Sholdpur, , 
and on the south by the Native States of Bhor and Phaltan, with 
the exception of two points at which it touches Satidré and Sho. 
l4pur, It contains the subdivisions of Junnar, Khed, Méval, 
Haveli, S{rur, Purandhar, Bhimthedi, and Inddpur. Its vernacular 
language is Mahratti. 

The district of Pima, or Poona, came under Bntish admi. 
nistration on the final overthrow of the Peshvé in 1818. Tho 
state of the country arising from Béji Rio's exactions under the 
farming system has already been described in the Introduction 
to this work, and need not bevrepeated. In endeavyoung to 
1estoie something like order to the Revenue system, the first 
gieat difficulty met with by the Collector, Captain Robertsoa, 
was to find respectable natives suited for the postion of Mam: 
latddrs over the subdivisions that were formed for administrative 
purposes, A few of the better class of seivants of the Mahratta 
Government were employed, mixed with others from Madras, who 
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‘were supposed to bo lesa opon to corrupt influencos, and to be 
move methodical and regular, The farming system was ab oneo 
put a atop to, and for a time the annual soliloments wero mado 
with the headmen of villages, the foundation of tho assessment 
being the amount each village had paid at a time whon the peopls 
considerod they had been well governed. A sorious hindrance to 
further progress arose from the absonco of records, which had 
ceased to be used while tho farming systom was in foreo; tho fow 
that were forthcoming woro outiroly untrustworthy, In tho end 
of 1819 an attempt was mado to introduco a vayatydrt in placo 
of a village settlement, but in consequence of an opidemic of 
cholein, from which the people suffered severely, little progress 
was made, A survey mado by Madras survoyors in tho Mavala, 
the hilly district to the west of Pina, turned out to bo badly 
done, and was not adopted. Tho chief tenures of land in 1821 
were as follows:— 

1. Sosti, paying full vent to the State, This was originall: 
nll mirdei, or held in hereditary right, which was transferable a 
well as heritable. Portions of this, of which the proprietors h 
disappeared (yatkuli mirdsi), were let by the headmen on bo. 

, of the village community for such ronts as were procurablo, 
‘thing extra beyond the ordinary assessment being applicablo-tt 
village purposes, 

2, Kéoli, land let on loaso for somo years, gonorally on detriad 
or increasing rentals, On tho termination of thg lease this land 
morged into sosti, 

8. Titi, or land lot tomporarily or permanently for somothing 
loss than tho full rental. It was saleable or assignable by tho 
holder, Sand thus permanently held was raro, 

4, Dumdla (two-ownered) land was held for service eithor to 
the State or the village community, and was not transforablo, 

5, Indmi (wholly or partially rent-free) land waa lend alion. 
ated for various purposes, religious or charitable, porquisites of 
hoadmen and some other classes of village servants, some of which 
was linblo, and ,gomo not, to the paymont of foes to the ordinary 
village servapis, and some transferable and somo nok. 

6. Sheri, land entirely at the disposal of Government for revonue 


purposes. 
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2. Pdl, ov sut, was vent-freo land thrown into a large holding to 
make up for some disadvantage tho holding suffered under, This 
was somewhat similar to vefa in Gujarit. 

8, Gahdn, equivalent to girénia in Gujarat, was land held under 
various torms of morlgage, mostly alionated for village purposes, 

9. Pélnuk, rent-free land held by certain classes, such as here- 
ditary district oficors and Brahmins. Tho exomption oxtended in 
somo instances only to tho payment of foos 10 villago sorvants, 
Theso exemptions were similar Lo those onjoyed by Pindharpeshas 
in the Konkan, and wore confined to the Mulshi potty division of 
tho Haveli subdivision. Tho continuance of the priviloge is now 
restricted to holders in linoal descent from the original holdors, 

Thero can be no doubt that tho holders of murdést land wore tho 
successors of tho original holders of villages in coparcony, who, 
under the term of Jathidars (holders of jathés or shares of vil- 
lages), wore answerablo jointly and sevorally for tho pryment of 
tho Stato rovonuos, Tho system, still proserved in Gujarat in tho 
Dhdgdévi and narvdddat villages, had disappeared undor the dis- 
integrating offects of the Mrbiatta, or perhaps provious Mussul- 
man, administration, In roburn for tho privilego of paying ns a 
general rulo highor vonts for their Innds, Mirdsdars had certain 
aristocratic privileges, such os presiding at village religious 
ceremonial. 

In tho only days of British rulo much correspondonce passod 
on the subjoct of tho position nnd rights of Mirisdars; but ns all 
ryots have now equal 1ighis as oconpants under the Survey tenure, 
ono far moro lasting and boneflcial than tho vaguo mirist tonure, 
the uso of tho term has gradually bocome obsolete, although 
socially the descondants of Mirdsdars may still enjoy somo slight 
special considgration, Thoir numbers, as compared with those of 
ordinary tenants, varied in differont paris of tho country, the pro- 
porlion in Pind having boon thirteen to one, and in Bhimthadi 
nino to ten, - 

Important members of tho villago communilies, and affecting 
the rovenuo administration a good deal, inasmuch as the porqui- 
silos and feos due to them by almost all classes wore considerable, 
woro whot were termed the Bavahbalutadars, or twelve holders of 
baluta, in addition Lo the hendman or village accountant (patel and 
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halkarni), ontitled to tho payment of baluta ox focs, These wore 
the carpenter, the blacksmith, the washerman, tho barber, tho 
potter, the silversmith or assayor, the idol-dressor, the water. 
cavrier, the currier, the xope-waker, the man who combined tho 
offices of watchman, public messenger, and guardian of boundariog, 
and the Mabomedan mulla or priest. In addition to those thare 
wag generally a Brahmin, to atlond to roligious coremonics, and 
oceasionally a village watch of Bhfls or Rémosis, Tho sovvicos 
rendered by ench of these may bo sufficiently understood from 
their designations. They were rondered to tho Stato only by tho 
assayor and messenger (mahdr), and tho headman and village 
accountant, Over subdivisions and districts there wore the hore. 
ditary revenue superintondents (deshmukh) and accountants (deah- 
péndt). Theso wore formerly paid by a per-centage of the revenue 
and by feos and perquisites from villages, and as tho dopositarios 
of information on all matters connected with revenue administra. 
tion were, in the early days of British rulo, indispensable. 

As the full details, however, becamo gradually known, in tho 
first instance by the preparation of field registers and records of 
individual holdings, and subsequently by the measurement, classi- 
fication of soils, and assessment of the Revenue Survey, such 
sorvices were no longer required, and have been finally disponsed 
with by settlements, into the particulars of which it is unnoccasary 
to go, which have secured a cortain portion of tho old emoluments 
to tho Sinto, and left tho rest to bo enjoyod by,tho dosvendanta of 
the officers a8 private property, 

The revenue was partly lovied by dixect assossmont on tho land 
and partly by personal cesses on tho cultivators, TExcopt in some 
villages, whore each class of Ind bad a sopmato rate supposed to 
havo been fixed by Malik Ambar (1600 to 1626), Mirtsdars paid 
a uniform rate, adjusted by varying the sizo of the bigha according 
to the quality of the Jand. In some villages lump asacssmenty 
ware paid on blocks off land (mund), while in othors onch field in 
a mund had. ita own rent. In the hilly country in tho weat tho 
vent was fixed by an annual péhdni, or eye-ostimate, of the out 
turn of crops, tho Government share of which, varying with 
different crops, wad commuted to % monoy paymont, In addition 
to these rents the peisonal cesses levied were estimated by Captain 
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Robertgon to reprosent about 14 por cont. of tho produce, Of the 
cosses, some of the most unjust or harmful were abolished, but 
about twonty-four, among which wore tho following, were ro- 
tained:—A. grain coss (galé pati), originally imposed to supply 
grain for forts and the Government studs; a stinw coss, a buttor 
cess, & grass coss, a firewood cess, oil coss, mossengor coss, &o., &o, 
Theso weve evidently original taxos in kind, levied for tho uso of 
Governmont officors or forces, convortod into money paymonts, 

Pdna was the only large town in the distrist, but thoro wore o 
good many others, such as Ohdkan, Jejuri, Khed, Pébul, SAsvax, 
and Talegdon, which had a good deal of trade. Pina had suffered 
from the change of Govornment in consequence of tho cessation of 
tho great and lavish expenditure of BAjirfo’s Court. 

The Jand and sayer (miscellancous) revenue in 1821 was 
Rs, 18,561,422, in addition to which Rw, 2,386,287 wore derived from 
customs, and Rg. 25,981 from farms and town taxes. ‘Tho cost of 
collection, exclusive of salarios 10 Huropeans, was Rs, 98,666, or 
about 7 por cent, on tho revenue, The annual sottlemonts wore 
made by the Collector on papors prepared by the village and dis. 
‘trict offcors as long as only a village sottlomont was atlemptod, 
‘When the detailed sottlomont with individual ryots was com- 
meneed, much of tho work necessarily devolved on the Mimlat- 
Advs of subdivisions, The Collector and his ostablishmont having 
in the first instance dolerminod tho gross amount onch village had’ 
to pay, tho Mémbtdix inquired into and fixed tho sharo of this 
that each Jandholdor should contribute; but as in this systom 
there was uo check on tho MAmlatdér to provent collusion between 
him and tho headman in unfairly distributing the individual pay- 
ments, it was arranged from 1821-22 that each holder should 
receive a writing (paid) stating tho paymont due by him, and pass 
anagreomont to pay it. This system grently voduced tho power 
and the emoluments of tho villago officorg, as it rolieved thom of 
many of thoir dutios, The Mfmlatdér, in tho distribution of 
these paymonts, had to bo guided chiefly by tho jamin jhidd, a 
document professing to show the cultivation of oach plot of Jand 
dn tho village, which had to ba carefully checked, Axrangoments 
wore also made so iat no instalment of revenue should bo pay- 
able until the orop out of the procoeds of which it was supposed 
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to be mot had boen reaped; not to demand sceurity for payment 
except such as was provided by all the ryots of a village becoming 
mutually responsible for each other (thie was a9 & rulo a merely 
nominal proceeding); and to onsure receipls boing given Lor all 
payments made, In ihis way, by gianting cash advancos to assial 
ryots in their cultivation, by nob unduly prossing for tho pnymont 
of tho revenue by distraint of property, and by other moans, overy 
endeavour was made to improve the condition of the agricultural 
classes, In consequence of theso measures, and notwithatanding 
the continued fall of prices that took placo about this time, an 
increase of about 80,000 bighae in cultivation, and of about 
Rs, 80,000 in revenue, was brought about in two yoars. But tho 
continued fall in the price of grain caused a good deal of local 
distress and discontont, The monsoon of 1828-24, moroover, 
proved a failure, and the rovenue, which had boon Rs, 10,387,880 
in the previous year, fell to Rs, 7,80,910. ‘Tho noxt yenr, 1824-25, 
was Gyon worse: iain almost entirely failed, Litule drinking- 
water, even, was loft, and cattle died in large numbers, so thab 
people began to desort the country. The Commissioner in tho 
Deccan, Mr.-Chaplin, and the Collector, Capt. Robertson, differed 
as to whether over-assessmont had anything to do with tho con» 
dition of the people, tho latter maintaining that, apart from the 
failure of rain, tho chiof cause of distross was the cessation of tho 
“old Court oxpenditure and tho closing of tho Jago numbors of 
oponings for employment connectod with tho Court and the army 
in tho Poshyé’s timo, The collections of Jand revenue, nolwith« 
standing thé leniency shown to the ryots in thoir Ustroseful 
civoumstances, wore in three yonrs as follows :— 


1825-26. 8. =. =~ Rs, 6,08,600. 
1826-27 . . . Bs, 9,00,650. 
1827-28 .  . , Ss Ras 12,583,620. 


The yecovery from tho bad offeots of tho season of 1824-25 waa 
thus extremely slow, and it had beecomo ovidont that a radical 
change in the system of assossmont, proceded by a dotailod survey, 
was necessary to put matters to nights, Mr, Pringle, Assisiant 
Collector of Pana, was accordingly appointed, in 1825, Lo carry out 
such a measure in the Collectorate. Having completed the mon- 
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surement of the subdivisions of Sivnor (Junnar), Pébal, and 
Tndépur, Mr, Pringle, in 1828, reported to the following offeot :— 

Tho principlo of a shayo in the gross produce (to be levied by tho 
State), laid down both in the Institutes of Manu and tho Iedaya, 
was carried out by Acbar’s minister, Todar Mull, in Ilindustan 
(1560-1600), and by Malik Ambar in the Deccan (1600-26), and 
it was also that adopted in tho Ceded Districts of Madias by Sir 
T, Mumo, who was of opinion that the exaction of one-third of 
the gross produce by Government would bo sufficiently moderate 
to enable every landholdor to dorive a vont from tho land he 
cultivated, The proportion, Itowover, which could be oxacted 
without absorbing the whole of the rent must vary with the num- 
bers, woulth, and skill of the people. It was not unlikoly that at 
the time at which Sir T. Mumo wroto two-thirds of the gross 
produce might have left a rent to tho holdors of land, It might 
do so when tho not produco equalled half of the gross produce, 
but would excludo from cultivation land the net produce of which 
only amounted to one-fifth of the gross, Accordingly he con- 
sidered that the not produce of Innd after paymont of all oxpenses 
was the only fair mensure of the power of tho land to pay nssoss- 
mont, ‘That surplus must vay in relation to the gross produce 
in different soils, and therofore any tax proportioned to the gross 
produco must bo unequal to the oxtent of such variation. 

This inequality, by orenting an artificial monopoly in favour of 
the best soils, which yiold tho greatest net produce, must bond t& 
rostrict the extension of cultivation to less favourably circum. 
stancod Jands, nnd check production, and would thus take more 
from the body of tho peoplo than it would bring into the troaguny., 
Tho not produco being, then, the only accurate standard of valu. 
ation, in proportion as tho assessment is rogulated by it would the 
burden be distributed in the manner most favowinble to the genoral 
wealth and prosperity of the country. Tho not produce should 
therefore be the recognized basis of operations, whatever might 
be tho diMoulty of ascortaining it. My, Pringle’s object had 
accordingly been to class all soils as nearly as possible according 
to theix not produco: that is, that portion of tho whole money 
value of the averago gross produce, ostimatod at an average price, 
which remained afler deducting all oulgoings on account of labour 
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and capital, cach item of these bong caloulatod at ils ordinary and 
average rato, 

The agonoy by which all this haf to bo nscortaincd was not 
altogether satisfactory, as tho assessors wore Biahming unac 
quainted with agriculture. The opinions of the ryots themaolvos 
on such points were of little uso, but the information drawn from 
them by the addvess of the assessors was vory profitable, Muy, 
Pringlo’s mothod of classification was to arrange the soils in 
classes varying with tho soil in onch village, thoro being seldom 
more thon nino classes in dry-qrop and throo ox four in gardon 
and rice lands. When thore were more than one class in a field, 
the average was taken, This was done by the advice and with 
the assiatanee of the ryots, whose local knowledgo made thom tho 
best judges of the capabilities of the soils, whilo tho assossor 
availed himself of the opposite interests of tho’ holdore nnd of 
his oxperience in other villages to guard against unfairness or 
inequality. 

The classification being comploted, tho agaessor proccaded to 
observe and record accuratoly the distinguishing characteristics 
of each class, Then he determined, from tho evidence of tho most 
experionced and intelligent ryots, the nature of the crops usually 
grown in each class, the most approved course of rotation, the 
average amount of produce in ordinary yours, and the several. 
itoms of oxpenditure incurred necording to tho usual syatom of 
oultivation adopted by ryote in middling ciroumptances, from the 
time of ploughing to that of selling the produce, In traoing tho 
Aetaila of each of those no circumstance, howavor trivial, likely to 
ecdntributo to the accuracy of the result was omitted, Tho 
ovidones ay to produce was verified by actual experiments on 
crops in difforont classes of soil, and by comparison with similar 
oxperimonty in other villagos. This grain produco was converted 
into money at the averago of twenty yeur’a prices taken from 
gtain-dealers’ books, oithor in the villago or in tho nearest market, 
and if the lnttor was at any considerable distance an allowance 
was made for cost of transport. 

Tn fixing these averages cave wag taken to procure thom for 
all tho villnggs for tho sare years and months, and to seo that 
tho samo weights and measurés wero usod, In computing the 
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expense of cultivation the numbor of bullocks required for o 
plough in cach doseription of soil in a giyon quantity of land was 
ascertained by an estimato of their daily work, and the annual 
charge per acre on this account was calculated with reference to 
the cost of their food, their ordinary purchase price in the neigh- 
bowing markots and a fair intorost on such cost, tho numbers of 
years foy which they genorally lasted, and insurance against 
cnsualtios, The cost of manual labour per acro was in lke man- 
nor determined by tho numbor of hands required to cultivate a 
given quantity of land, and their wages at the current villago intes 
in cases where hired labourers had to be employed. ‘Tho cost of 
seed and manuro, of implemonts, fees to artificers and village 
officers, sacrifices and offerings, and every item of labour or stock 
that could possibly form n charge on produce before it was taken 
to markot, with intorest at tho rato customary, on tolerable security, 
on all advancos from which a return was not immediate, wore all 
caloulated, and a fair allowance made for insurance in all cases 
of risk, Theso particulars, with the authority for them, were 
rocorded for every description of soil, and the differonce botweon 
the money value of the gross produce and tho expense of oultiva-~ 
tion thus estimated formod in cach caso the slandard by which ita 
power of paying assessmont might bo brought into comparison 
with that of any other deseriplion in any other part of the 
country, 

The relative valnos of soils being thus fixed, the next process, 
that of fixing the positivo nssossment on ondh kind of soil, was 
determined by the amount of past collectiong, the aren according 
to looal moasuros being convorled into acres where accounts had 
been regularly kept, and whero not, by an approximato estimate. 
For thia purposo it was assumed that proforonco in cultivation is 
genorally given to tho best classes of soils; and tho avernge 
number of dighas per acre in onch clasa having been. ascot tained 
by tho Survey, the numbor of bighas recorded as cultivated in 
each year was converted into acros in that proportion, commencing 
with the highoat class and descending successively through the 
othors until the wholo recorded, area was accounted for, All cosses 
and fees, excopt those of Balotedars already allowed for in the 
salgulation of expenditure, were included in the assessment, No 


104 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


allowanco was made for remissions on account of individua 
poverly, and detached casos of lands hold on iol lenses wore no 
talon into account. 

The aren aad assessment having been ascertained, tho quality 
of the land had to be consideed, a matter that had been ovor. 
looked in former survoys. {i was obvious that a rato levied frow 
oultivated [and only, which was preaumably tho best, if applied 
indiscriminately to all land, would bo too high, ‘To avoid this, 
the cultivated area of each year was arranged in tho classes fixed 
by tho Survey by ascertaining, where possible, tho fields that had 
beon actually cultivated, and, where it was nol possible, by aasum- 
ing proference in cullivation to have been givon to cach superior 
class in succession, The whole land thus reduced was then 
brought to the standard of the first class by allowing a deduction 
in tho nominal number of acres in ench class in proportion to tho 
deficioncy in its net produce, Thus, if there wero twonty acros of 
the second olass, and the proportion of net produce per Acre in 
that class was to that of tho first aa ono to two, they would bo 
taken as ten acres, The number of cultivated acres in each year 
being thus estimated in land of tho best quality, the sum, divided 
by tho recorded area of cultivation in any year, would give for 
that your tho rate per aero in such land, and the averago of those 
yatos for the whole number of years of which recounts wore pro. 
cmablo would givo tho rate of assessment on the bost land of onch 
village as fixcd from past ecolloctions, ‘This hoing adjusted to 
oach of tho inforior classes in the proportion of its net produce 
would give accurately tho rate for thoso classes with reforonco to 
tho samo daia. All these caloulntions completed, the genoral 
yogistor of lands and tonures was thon mado out, ‘ho effect of 
these operations would, in Mr. Pringlo’s opinion, ovidently bo to 
distribute over the whole land of onch village, in proportion to 
its nob produce, tho average amount of ils ascertained paymonts 
in past times. 

Tho assessors having comploted their part of the business, 
thoir worl: camo under the inspection of the Tend. Assessor, who 
compared that of cach with that, of other assessors olsowhore, 
Tho classification was inspected, and the complaints of the ryola 
heard; the estimates of tho assessors wore closely scrutinized, all 


PUNA, 105 


parliculava recorded, and apparent inaccuracios or errors iracod 
1o their sources. If satisfactory, the work was then confirmed by 
tho Iead Assessor, who, when tho returns of all had been com- 
pared, combined thom and generalized for the purposo of equal. 
izing tho rates of assessment in different villagos, Ilo distributed 
among these, according to tho proportion of thoiy net produce, 
tho total average amount realised from tho wholo. This was 
effected by caleulating tho valuo of net produco and assessment 
of all lands in the distviot at the ratos fixed by the assessors for 
the soparate villages, when the formor of these sums divided by 
the latter would give the average proportion of the assessment to 
tho net produce in tho whole district, This being applied to 
each class of land in every village, detormined. the accurate rate 
of assessmont for that class with reference to the rest of the land 
in the samo district and tho payments of the wholo in past 
times, 

All this was revised carefully in similar dotail in Mr. Pringle’s 
office, The general principles that had been followed wero in- 
quived into: the information collected was compared with facts 
observed and vecorded elsowhero undor similar circumstances, 
Tho value of tho evidonco, authenticity of accounts, and reasons 
for tho sovoral operations wero weighed and considered; the 
complaints of ryots woro heard and invostigated, and, where 
practicable, fields themselves inapoctod, nnd orrots discovered in 
tho .ae@t'so of tho inquiry corrected, ‘ho proportion of the rato 
of assessmant to tho not produco was then compared with that 
in other districts, the opinions of hereditary officers and othors 
inviled, and, on a consideration of all the circumstances, the rates 
of settlement proposod by the Wend Assessor wore revised ov 
confirmed oy lowered. In such guses incrensos or dectcases were 
made out by a per-centaga in all tho rates, Mr, Pringle admitted 
dhat the prosecution of tho settlemont on this basis would involve 
a dogies of detail that would seriously impede its, progress, but 
ho was satisfied that no step could bo abridged without sacrificing 
& proportionate dogree of accurncy, Allowing that tho detailed 
nature of the investigation. would preclude a strict inquiry into 
minutia on the part of the supervising officers, he hold that 
occasional examination into the reasons givon for proposals would 
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keep a cheok on subordinates, especially as they had to record the 
grounds on which they based all their proceedings, It would 
save much timo and trouble if rates were accepted unsupported 
by anything but his own idea of their suitability, bub ho thought 
he would fnil in his duty if he did not explain, step by step, his 
reasons for all his proposals, Ilis genoral idon waa to pluco all 
lands oxnotly in the sme relative positions thoy would hold 
if there wore no assessment, that is, so ne to admit of thoir yiold. 
ing a rent to tho owners progressively incroasing in amount from 
the worst 10 the bost soils, according to quality. Tho positive 
value of the reut would of course depend on the moderation of 
tho share of the net produce that Governmont under the oxigen- 
cies of the circumstances would be content with, This would Le 
as large as it could be consistently with the payment of rovonue 
and preserving in full vigour tho resources of the country. If 
the whole net produce wero taken, the productive cnergies of the 
country might remain unimpaired; but there would be no rent, 
and therefore no property in the soil. If land were aasossod in 
an increasing ratio to its uet produce, the same effect would be 
produced, though in a less dogree, If assossment was imposed 
in any other proportion than that of tho net produco of land, 
rent would increase, possibly in some lands to a higher amount 
than it could have attained to if there had boon no agssossmont 
but an unprofitable direction would bo given to cultivation, and 
tho vesources of tha country would bo kept bolew thair natural 
level, By proportioning the nssossmont 1o the not prodyoo, and 
keaping the cstimate of that proportion modorato, the productive 
powers of the country would be preserved unimpaired, and at tho 
same time the desirable object of giving a salenblo value to landed 
property would be attained. It yas truo that, howevor nccurntoly 
the assessment might be proportioned to the not produce al Arst, 
it would no longer picserve that charactor whon tho inorengo or* 
decline of population, capital, and agricultural skill might have 
produced a change in existing relations, In the formor casa it 
would bear unequally on tho best, aud in the latter on tho worst 
lands; but this was inseparable from the nature of rent, and 
ould not be avoided undor any other system, 

“Cho mensure of agsossmont fixed by the Hond Assessor on the 
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dain furnished by the assossors was 61:75 of ihe net produce, 
applicd indiscriminately to all classes of land in all villagos, It 
was found that tho goneral result was to reduce the nssdssmonts 
of the bottor lands and increase thoso of inforioy lands, which was 
probably to be traced to tho wkti and soati systoms (explained 
above), in heavily assessing tho former, aud lotling off the latter 
cheaply, But whatover the cause of this, it was ovidont that the 
old nascssmonts woro not founded on any proportion of the gross 
produce, as that would have led to a contrary result, 

On theso principles Mx, Pringle was pormitied io revise the 
sottlements of several subdivisions. Tho system followed by him 
has been explained in full detail in his own words, lest there 
should be any doubt about ‘the dosoription, as My, Pringle is still 
alive, and it would otherwise bo hard to apply to it tho torm of 
utter impracticability which tho exigencies of history necossitate, 
The theory that assessment can be moro correctly based. on the not 
than on the gross produce of land is, of course, true, as the cost 
of raising an equal amount of produco on lands of various quali. 
ties and differently situated must vary considovably; but it is 
difficult to imagine how anything but a reliance on the magic 
powor of figures could have led an able man to concoive that ho 
could eyolvo n systom that would ostablish’ the true relative values 
of lands Lo conch other out of returns of thoir actual out-turn snp. 
pliod by interested pariios, howover much checked by oxporimonts 
on orops and in thor ways, put togothor for caloulation by non, 
agrioulturiets, Tho result, which will bo noticed horeafter, was 
that tho wholo of the oporations wore pronounced untrustworthy, 
and the menguromonts, a8 woll as tho assosmonts founded on them, 
wero in most casos cancolled, 

Tho first aubdivisions sottled on the principles proposed by 
My. Pringlo wore Siynor (now Junnar) and Pfbal, In the western 
valley (host) of Madh tho inhabitants wero chiefly Kolis, people 
always roady on trifling protoxis to rovort 10 their old habits of 
plundering, As tho adoption of new rates according to the pro- 
portion given above would havo more than doubled the assess. 
ments of those people, it was thought advisable, although the 
quality of the soil would havo justified tho inereaso, to make a 
yeduyotion of 20 per cont, in tho rates, In the two subdivisions, as 
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a whole, the tolal assessment fixed by tho Toad Aasessor on tho 
basis of former payments was Ra. 4,79,804, This was reducod, 
on general considerations, to Rs, 4,12,752, being in the proportion 
of 5408125 of the estimated not producc, This assossment 
exceeded the tankhé, ov total, of Malik Ambar's sottloment by 
Re. 58,480, but was Rs, 61,190 below the avernge of past colloc- 
tions, 

The noxt subdivision settled was Inddpur. It had, at tho com- 
mencement of British rule, beon placed under the Collector of 
Ahmadnagay, and its sottlement made, as in Junnar and Pébal, 
by imposing the full ¢ankid, as shown in tho reyonuo records } 
this was, however, to be reached only by gradual enbancemonts, 
For threo years, as the rates woo modorate, prices high, and 
crops good, Inddpur flourished; but from a fall in pricos in 
1822-28 and tho almost comploto failure of the rains in 1828-24, 
the condition of the people was greatly impovorished. 

In 1826 the Colloctor of Pina, to which district it had boon 
transferred, tried to restore the country by granting villago lenses 
for five years at rentals increasing td 25 per cent. boyond Malile 
Ambar's dankid. Many of the villages refused thoso moderato 
terms, and those who accepted them fmled in their ongngoments 
in 1826-27, As this plan had failed, tho land was let on ukti, 
or short terms, as people wero willing to accept thom, 

Mx. Pringlo found the country in a wretched, half-desartod 
state. Tho matorials on which to baso a rovisiow were vory seanty, 
Many of tho ryots had left, end of those who wore present many 
wero morely upri, or casual cultivators, who tool no intorost in 
the proceedings. The genoral proportions of past collections to 
net produce fixed by tho Tend Asscasor was 25 per cont. ‘This 
Jow rate was traceable to the accounts procurable, all relating to 
the late unfavourablo ycars, including several in which land had 
Deon lot out on low renfals. Sufficient allowance did not appow 
to have been made for the uncertainty of tho rainfall in this tract 


of country, bul even taking this into considoralion, Mr. Pringlo . , 


thought it right to raiso the Ilead Assessor's proposed sottlo- 
ment by 124 per cent., making the Governmont demand up to 
28% per cent, of the estimated net produce. Due allowance being 
made for the pregarious rainfall, this would probably be equal to 
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48 pox cent. or 9 por cont loss than the proportion fixed in 
Junnar and PAbal. 

All but one village seomed satisfied with tho settlemont, and in 
this, after actual inspection, the ILead Assessor's rates wore con- 
firmed, This total sottloment, which camo to Ts, 1,75,820, was 
yaisod to Rs, 1,97,282, and, with the woll asscssmont of Rs, 4,180, 
came to Rs, 2,01,862; this was Re. 59,869 more than tho tankhid, 
Rs, 40,495 less than the Mahratia total assessment (amdl), and 
Rs, 20,680 in excess of avorngo past collections, Tt included 
Mionaled as well as Governmont land, On tho latter alone the 
fAissessmont was increased by 764 per cont, but this was not con- 
sidered of any importauce when the low rates at which the land 
had been let at the timo of tho selilement wero inken into account, 
Great changos in the assessments on individual holdings and 
villuges no doubt took place, owing to tho irregularity of 
former assessments, but Mr, Pringle was of opinion that oven 
Mirfsdars had no right to complain of an increnso, as no title to 
exemption was conveyed to thom cithor in tho public records or 
by old title-deods. Thoy wore, indood, gonorally assossod more 
highly than other tenants under Nativo rule, wherond in Junnar 
and Pébal the payments woro on the wholo reduced by nbout 
25 per cont, 

In addition to Junnar, Pébal, and Indépur, My, Pringlo’s 
sctéloments wore introduced into the subdivisions of Bhimthadi, 
Purandhar, and Khod botwoon 1829 and 1881, and into those of 
Haveli, Méval and Mohol (Mow in Sholdpur) in 1880-81 ; but jn 
practice the now rates were never actually enforced, Tho nominal 
jnorenses of assossment wero in Bhimthadi 18} por cont,, and in 
Pmandhar 884 por cent.; whilst in hed tho now iaies caused a 
reduyotion of 274 por cont, Owing to tho failure of rain in 
1829-80 lavge remissions had to be given, and balances due were 
allowed to romain outstanding. In 1830 and. 1882 there wore 
again fnilures of rain, and it boing ovidont that us rates could 
not, be collected, My. Pringlo himself, in 1831, proposod thab they 
should be lowered by one-third, Tho Rovenue Commissionor, on 
being referred to by Governmont, considorod that a mere reduc- 
tion of rates would bo insuiliciont. As thore were strong grounds 
for doubting the acourncy of the mensurementa, ag well ag the 
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other operations of Mr, Pringlo's actélomont, owing to suspicions 
of the dishonesty of his subordinates, whom tho intricacy of 
his inquirios had prevonted My, Pringle from officiently supor- 
intending, he proposed that a special inquiry should be made into 
tho whole matter. Tho Colleclor reportod that the work: wns so 
full of inaccuracios and franda that it could not safely bo mado 
the basis of fresh assessmonts, Numerous cases of fratd woro 
discovered, and some of Mr. Pringle’s subordinatos were convictod. 
on criminal charges and punished, ‘A special officer was appointed 
to make detailed inquiries, and Government finally came unwil- 
lingly to the conclusion that tho wholo of Mr. Pringle’s survoy 
and assessment must be set aside, Being satisfied that thoy could 
not be made the basis of any rovision, thoy directed that tho 
whole operation should be commenced de nove. 

This was the commencement of the now well-known Bombay 
Revenue Survey and Assessment. It was decided that under tho 
goneral suporintendence and direction of tho Revonue Commis- 
sioner the work in each subdivision or Téluka should bo carvicd. 
out by the Collector or his assistant in charge of it, aided oithor 
by an Engineer or other competent military officer, Various 
officers were appointed, the chief of whom wore Lieut. (subse- 
quently Sir G.) Wingate and Mr, Goldsmid, of tho Civil Sorvice, 
who wore to survoy Mohol and Médha, Indfpur was to bo sur- 
veyed under Lieut. Nash on tho samo aysiom as that adopted in 
Mohol and Midba, Bhimthadi, Purandhar, Khed, Méval, Junnay, 
Pabal, Sholipur, Baysf, and ILavoli, wero all to bo undertaken by 
different officors on a uniform system, 

Two important rovenuo roforms wore introduced about this 
timo; ono the appointment of MahAlkaris in charge of portions of 
subdivisions to roliove the MdAmlatdérs, and the othor the abolition 
of transit duties, which the Collector, Lioul, Wingato, and othor 
authorities bolioved to bo ono of tho chief causes of tho ryote’ 
poverty, 

The frauds and oppression exercised by village and inforior 
Government officers under Mr, Pringle’s systom haying beon put 
a atop to, Ind&pwr had somewhat recovered, and it was under 
rather more favourable circumstances that Messrs, Goldsmid and 
Wingate intvoducod their now system in 1887 into tho petty 
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division of Kalas. Myr. Pringlo’s measurements were adopted in 
all villages in which the error on examination proved to bo loss 
than 10 per cent., bul in all cases in which it waa greater the 
whole villugo was re-mensured. Tho whole of the old classifica. 
tion of soils was rejected. ‘The soils wero then arranged in throe 
groups, black, red, and yellow, according to tho colow: of them, 
each group containing three subdivisions, These nine grades 
wore valued relatively according to the following sonle :— 


Rena (Coach ytq of & Rupes), 
First black =. be ag . 800 
Second black . - . . 240 
Third black . . . «+ W¥8 
Firstred. . . + 280 
Secondved . . «186 
Third. red. ‘ ’ ‘ . 60 
First yollow . «© «© «+ 100 
Second yellow.  . . « 60 
Third yllow .  . © «6 88 


Tho clagsers, in classing the soil, wore bound to look to its in- 
tringic quality alone, by digging in several places in oach field to 
asoortain the dopth of carth, and assigning a lowor value for shal. 
lowness, and for such othor visiblo faults as nn oxcossive quantity 
of stones, sand, limo, &e., too sloping a surfaco, or want of proper 
natural dvainagp. Othor points, such as distance of fields from 
tho village sito or wator, were not to affect the classification, and 
wore merely to bo noted for tho consideration of tho assessing 
officor. ‘Whore tho soi] in any field camo undor several classos, 
the area under each waa to bo ostimated and an avorage atruck. 
Tn tho olassification of garden lands undor wells it was found im. 
possible to estimate the comparative valuos of the lands without 
asoortaining the quantity and permanency of the supply of water 
in tho walls, It waa then attempted to divide the lands inte 
classes, but the operation was found to bo so complex, from its 
Aeponding on so many different circumstances, that tho attempt 
was abandoned, and an assessment fixed on dach garden, Hach 
woll had a nominal number of aves assigned io it, assessed at Ra, 2 
each, The highost nasessment, inclusive of dry-orop rato, placed 
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on the land watered by ono wator-bag was Ra, 10, Tho assessment 
was on the entire garden, and the determination of tho different 
shaves to be paid by tho pariners in it was loft to tho people 
themselves, 80 ag 10 provent the intorferonce of native officials. 

At this early stage of the Survey operations the system of 
dividing each tract of country into groups of villages for maximunr 
yates of assessment accordmg to climate and market facilities 
does not appeur to have been adopted. Tho maximum rate for thy 
whole subdivision was 800 roag or 12 annas for tho first black, 
which was intrinsically tho bost soil; and other inferior lands 
were assessed according to the proportion in reas given above, 
The general result of the revision in the 78} villages first aottlod 
waa to reduce the rental from Ra, 99,080 in 1886-87 to Rs. 72,790 
in 1887-88, or 26 por cont, 

In 1888-89 the Survey settlement was introduced into tho 
Kwkumb petty division in Bhimthadi, which was contiguous to 

‘IndApur, The petty division was similar in its climate and other 
yeapects to Indipur, but the Pimpalgfon division in the wost had 
a much more certain and abundant rainfall, Kurkumb was ina 
very depressed condition, owing to the ravages of cholera and 
other causes, More than half the arablo land was waste, tha 
villages were ruined, constant remissions wore required, and out. 
standing balances accumulated, Tho ocixoumstancos being vory 
similar to those of Ind#pur in all respects save that of nomnoss Lo 
the market of Prina, tho samo rates of nascsymont wore adopted. 
with an addition of 10 per cont. on the latter account, 

Tn 1840 tho Collector reported that whore tho new Survey rates 
had beon introduced nonrly all the land had beon taken up, and 
in Kurkumb thero was an inerenso of 14,587 acros, 

Tn 1889-40 the larger division of Bhimthadi, Pimpalgdon, was 
revised. This had gone through the samo trials as Kurkumb, 
and the people were but little better off than those in tho latter. 
On the other hand, the rainfall was beller, and onnblod bijri, a 
higher-pricod giain than javdri, to be produced. It had also tho 
advantage of being nearer to good markots than Indfipur, Ac. 
cordingly the maximum rate was fixed at 15a, in place of 12n,, au 
increase of 25 por cent., which gave an average rato of 7a, 10p, 
the acre on dry-crop lands, This was raised between 4 and 5 per 
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eent. by Lieut. Wingate. The averago in Inddpur had been 
da, 11p,, and in Kurkumb 6a, 6p. 

In 1841 the result of tho revision in Inddpur was favourably 
roported on, Population was increasing, the Government revenue 
had increased, remissions fallen, and tho condition of the people 
had perceptibly improved, in consequence of the new rates, Tho 
use of carts in place of pack-bullocks had also becomo much more 
general, 

A comparigon between the acreage under cultivation in the 
two subdivisions in the last year of Mr. Pringlo’s sottlemont and 
tho years 1840-41 and 1841-42 showed as follows — 


Laat Yoar of Old 
Sottloment. 1840-41. 1841-42, 
Indépur . , 140,887 228,170 720,144 


Bhimthadi . 86,086 152,595 157,584 


The spread of tillage had in fact beon so rapid that the culti- 
vation was suporficial, This was also shown by tho slook of onttlo 
in the district not keeping paco with the increased area under the 
plough. 

In revising, in 1888, the Survey reports on which the new system, 
was sanctioned, Government approved of no attempt having been 
mado to show what proportion of produce it was proposed to take 
ag revenuo, They thought it would bo as well at once to drop 
this unattainable object, which seomod to eludo inquiry. Ib was 
propor that tho consideration of the extrinsic value of lands, as 
distinguished from the intrinsic valuo, to which alono the classors 
woro to look in olassifying tho land, shoula bo loft for the con- 
sideration of the officer fixing tho rates, who could give duo woight 
to such points as facility for irrigation and procuring manure, 
vicinity of roads, markots, &¢. Tho great principlo to be observed. 
was to fix tho assessment so low that while it gave tho State its 
fair dues, ib should not encroach on the just share of produce 
which the agricultwral classes should reccite. 'Tho assessment on 
gardens was in reality a well-tax, but the area was so small that 
it was not of much importance. The principle of a higher assoss- 
ment on such lands might be admitted as correct, but it was 
Aoubtiul whether it would not \be advisablo 10 suspend the opera 
tion of tho principle in order to encourage tho sinking of now 
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wells aud tho preservation of old ones, objects of vital importance 
in such a disivict as Indipux. The country being considered hy 
tho local officors well able to boar the proposed rates, howover, 
Govornment would not intorfore to mako any chango; but, as the 
standard of future prices was uncertain, and this was a first ox. 
periment, would only guaianteo tho rates for ton years trom 
1888-89, and declared their intention to continuo tho sottloment 
for » further period if the beneficial effcots expected from ib waro 
found to have icsulted, The rates had not been fixed on such 
perfeat and decisive principles na to justify Govornment in limit 
ing their demand to them undor every chango of circumstances to 
which the country could by any possibility bo liable. Hvents havo 
fully justified these pregnant words; for whilo tho valuo of agri- 
cultural produce has on an average more than doubled, tho intro- 
duction of railways and the opening up of the country by tho 
construction of roads must tend to keep up the goneral standard. 
The rise of some and the fall of othor markets hes considerably 
changod, and still contiuues to change, the relative value of land 
in different parts of the country in such a manner as to necossl- 
tate the readjustment of the tax upon it, In addition to thia, 
the fall in the value of silver and in the rates of exchange, coupled. 
with the great development of tho trade in Indian whent, consti. 
tutes a circumstance bearing on the asscssmont of the land of tho 
ultimate effect of which wo have even yot no firm basis for 
forming 2 roliable judgmont, Tho rates jworo subsoquonily 
guarantoed for thirty years. 

Tn 1841 on ordor was issued by Govornment, on a proposal by 
the Rovenuo Commissioner, with rogard to dalorén, or hill land, 
cullivated with hottd, or Dill-hook, that 121, per Aoitd might bo 
loviod in the Khed, Méval, and Sivnor (Junnar) subdivisions, 
cara boing taken that tho system should be conilned 10 such lands 
ag wero not capablo of continuous cultivation, and therofore could 
not bo included in rYots’ permanent holdings, or brought under 
tho fleld sottlemont of the Survey, All that was capable of don- 
tinuous cultivation was to bo doalt wilh by the Survey ond 
regularly assessed, In Haveli, Paraudhar, and Pébal the prac 
tico appears to have been to levy’an assessmont of Ga. a bigha on 
annyal inspection estimates of tho aren cultivated, 
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In 1841-42 sottlements were introduced into the Pabal and 
Haveli subdivisions, With regard to the former, Liout. Wingate 
roported that although the people wore better off than in the rost 
of the Doccan, and many Mfrdsdars wore still in oxistenco, the 
country waa fax from prosporous. The villagos were neglected, 
and cultivation was stationary at about 105,000 acres, about one. 
third of the arable land boing still waste. Out of Mr, Pringle’s 
dry-crop assessmout of Rs,1,55,000, thore had beon collected, 
during the twelve years (1829 to 1841) for which it had beon in 
foree, an average of only Rs, 72,000. In tho fist threo yonrs of 
British rule tho collections had been very heavy, averaging 
Rs, 1,60,000. In the fourth year they fell to Rs.1,08,000, and 
thenceforward thoy had grown less and loss, Tho early Collectors 
had dvained the country of its agricultural woulth, aud caused the 
distress and poverty into which tho ryots had beon plunged, 

The measurements by Mr, Pringle’s survey proved to be fairly 
correct, and wore adopted. Romissions and outstanding balances 
had boon boavier during the twolve years in which his rates were 
jn force than in the provious nine yorrs of British rule, The rain 
foll was fairly uniform, oxcopt in a few of the enstern villages, and. 
about oqual to that in Pimpalgion. Its markots wore at Pion 
and other places, as in Haveli, There was a good denl of garden 
land, both channol and woll-watorod, in tho Ansari part of the 
subdivision. Out of 5,900 acres, 3,900 wore undor wolla, 950 under 
channels, and 1,159 under the lwo combined, but Innds irrigated 
from wells had hitherto not paid oxtra utes, 

Tt was now proposed to apply to those lands the ayatem adopted 
in tho eastern districts, aud to lovy from ono 1o three rupeos per 
acre beyond the dry-orop rates, an exception being made to this 
in tho cage of one village which had almost a pormanent supply 
from a dam thrown across the Mina river. 

The proposnlagfor tho pitch of the dry-crop rate wero various, 
those proposed by Liout, Robertson boitlg 88 por cent. nbove 
thoso of Inddpur (as in Bhimthadi); those’ by tho Assistant 
Superintendent, Capt, Landon, 683 per cent. higher than im 
Indfpur; and those by Lieut, Wingate 10 per cont. below the 
latter, or 58°38 above thoso of Tnddpur. The last of those were 
approved by Governmont, and would raise the assessmont by 
' ‘ 8 * 
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about Rs, 20,000, or 26 per cont, above Rs. 77,000, tho average 
collections of the twelve years ending with 1841, if all tho arable 
land was brought under cultivation. This sottlement included 
the Ansaii or northern group in the subdivision, consisting of 
thirty-four villages. ‘Tho mensuroments in some villages wore 
found to vary from 17 to 52 por cent. in oxcoss of tho real aron, 
and such villagos were ve-measured; in those whore tho variation 
was under 10 por cent, the mensurements wore adopted, 

As this portion was nearer the hills, the rainfall was more 
cortain than in the east, and tho difference botwoon the xichor 
and poorer soils less marked than in the latter part of the country, 
The rainfall in a few villages in the north-wost, which were aur- 
rounded by hills, was specially large and certain, 

In 1820 the revenue had been Rs, 80,260, but by 1828 it had 
fallen to Rs, 44,870; under Mr. Pringlo's settlomont it foll in 
1886 to Rs. 85,270, and since thon it had fluctuated botwoon 
Rs, 35,000 and Rs, 40,000, or loss than half of what it had yielded 
in 1820, Out of 75,177 acres 55,970 wore cultivated and 19,207 
waste, It was thus evident that there was great nood of roform 
in the assessment, 

Tho Haveli subdivision was re-nssossed in 1841, Being situated 
to the wost of Bhimthadi, ils rainfall was more certain than that 
of tho latter, Near Pima tho grazing-land was vory valunblo, 
and as thore was a largo domand for grass, grain, vegetables, and. 
fruit in the city, tho prices of agricultural produco woro from 20 
to 25 per cont, highor than in Bhimthadi, As the red soila in 
the east of tho subdivision approached moro neatly to tho black, 
and beeame more suited for the inising of whoat ond grain, a 
chango was wade in tho classification scalo, and the formor had 
four instead of threo classes given to thom. From thia timo 
forward tho distinctive names given in tho scale to soils of dif. 
ferent colours were done awny with, and classifeation proceeded 
entirely necording to tho anna classes. 

Tn tho first twelve yenrs of British rule tho avorago nominal 
rental had been Rs. 1,25,000, and in the Inst ten 1,07,760; in tho 
former poriod the collections had averaged Re, 74,000, and in tho 
latter only Rs, 58,000. Some improvemont had been brought 
about by the grant of leases with gradually incronsing rentals, 
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but, notwithstanding theso concessions, tho subdivision was suffer. 
ing from a high nominal assessmont. with constant remissions and 
balances. In the ien yeara subsequont Lo My. Pringle’s settloment 
theso had slightly inercased, and tho rovonuo considorably dimi- 
nished, as shown above. The maximum dry-crop rate proposed 
was 550 reas, which, as compared with the 800 rons of IndApur, 
gavo an increase of over 88 per cont. For rico land, of which the 
area was small, an extra assessment of Rs.8 an acro beyond the 
dry-crop rato was proposed ; and for gardon land, as in Bhimthadi, 
rates varying from RB, 1 to Rs.3 oxtra, The genoral result was 
estimated to givo a rontal of Rs. 72,000 on dry-crop, nnd Ts, 5,000 
on garden and rico land, or a total of Rs. 77,000; adding Rs. 15,000 
(fees to villago officers, &c,) to this, tho total camo to Rs, 92,000, 
or Rs. 9,000 beyond the average of ten yoars’ collections, Thoso 
proposals wore sanctioned, and it wags directed that in noithor 
Bhimthadi nor Ifaveli was any Jand to bo assigned for fico 
pasturago, bub that tho right to grazo on wasto lands was to bo 
sold field by field, Permission had been asked to wlow tho Survey 
officors to raise the proposed rates by 9 por cent. lor villages in 
the noighbourhood of Pina on account of tho advantage of its 
market, and lower thom for tho distant villages by 5 per cont, In 
giving sanction to this, Government ruled that such inoroaso or 
decrease must be considorod oxperimental on account of the diffi- 
culty of the operation. 

In 1841 1 Royfort on the Suryoy system, comparing it with 
those in tho North-Wost Provinces and Madras, prepaiod by Mr, 
Goldsmid and Lieut, Wingntec, was submitted to Goveimment, 
From this tho following useful argumonts and information may 
bo gathored. It maintains thal all the most important parts of 
the system in the North-West Provinces had beon adopted in 
Bombay, and those only omitted which wore impracticable from 
local considoratiéne, Tho Court of Divoctors had objected that 
too much was left to tho discretion of individual officors, and no 
fixed systom as to the mode of sebilomont had been laid down. 
Towover much this might have been the case at first, the objoc- 
tion cortainly no longer existed. As thore was soldom any 
necossity for boundary surveys, as in tlie North-West, tho 
scientific survey of boundaries and areas of every village, 
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which only served topographical and geographical purposes, 
was dispensed with, It was not required for rovonno purposes, 
and it would add enormously to tho expense to malo it in addition 
to the field moasuremenis, nono of the cost of which it would 
Baye. 

The objection of the Government of Tndia to the same olltcors 
supervismg measurement and classification of soils na well us the 
assossmont, on the ground of their supposed tendency to fix the 
vevonuo demands too much on speculative and uncertain date, 
and consequently to over-nssess, had been disproved in practice, 
as tho revenue officers as a rule objected to the assessmonts boing, 
if anything, too low. It was mdispensnble that tho mechanical 
poition of the Survey operations should be undor the general 
control of the settling officor, The 1esult of the contrary systom 
had boen shown in the uselossness of what had boon intendod 
for a revenue swvoy in Gujardt in about 1820 for rovonue ptu- 
poses, In tho North-West Provinces the actual measurements on 
which tho settlement depended were made subsidiarily by osta- 
blishmonts under tho revenno oflicors themselyos. Tho objoctions 
wore really applicable to Sir T, Mumo’s Madras system, and not 
to that of the Deccan, At the point where the duties of a subilo. 
mont officor in the North-West commenced, & mass of informa. 
tion had already beon collected by tho Bombay Survoy officers in 
much gieater dotail than tho formor got logothor for their avttlo. 
ments, Theso dotails wore, however, not so eninulo as to load 
Govornmont to doubt the accuracy of the work, as had been the 
cago in Ma, Pringle’s survoy, Thoy wero only carried out swith 
vogard 40 moasnrement and classification of soils whore they wore 
absolutely necessnry as a check on subordinates, ‘tho assessmont 
was not based on apooulativo or uncoilain daty, bub on the same 
documents as in the North-Wost, such as accounts of past ronlisa. 
tions of revenue, &o, All roports on such mattors wero Lorwardod. 
to Government through the Collectors and Revonue Commissioner, 
who had. thus tho oppurtunity of testing thoiv acouracy by means 
of their own local knowledge and oxporionce, Ono principal test 
was the contentment of the ryots, which was amply proved by 
their struggling for land that they could not even dultivato for 
several sonsons, werely to sccure tho right of ocoupanoy for thom. 
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selyes, thus proving that land had{acquired a value which it did 
not possess before tho settlement. : 

No astates were in any way created or disturbed in Bombay, 
Villages with known boundaries wore taken as they stood. An 
accurate record was made of tho oxtont, position, and caprbility 
of cach field or number, and although there was no scientific defini-« 
tion of boundaries of villnges, tho maps showed tho relative posi- 
tions of fields, roads, rivors, village siles, &c., sufficiently for all 
practical purposes. These maps wore much guporior to the 
Khusreh maps of tho North-West. No portion of different estates 
being included 1n the same numbor, any apportionment of the 
rent ov Iand-tax was unnecessary, and the system admitled of the 
freest transport of property either by judicial process or private 
agreement, Any oxtension of cultivation in Madras without a 
corresponding increase of paymont was intordicied, as in Bombay; 
but so fax from this acting as a chock on cultivation in the latter, 
the fear was always lest cultivation should bo extonded too rapidly, 
and beyond the means of tho people to keep up, The Bombay 
chain and crogs-stalf moasurements of ficlds wero cheeked hy 
measurements with the theodolite by Huropeans, and the average 
amount of orrer discoyorod in the former was under 2 per cent. ; 
whovens in Madras the survey, unchecked by any sciontific opera. 
tions, was loft to the honesty of tho menaurors, 

In dosoribing Munro's system of classification of soila and 
assessment tho Ronrd of Revonuo romarked that, if made with 
tolorable acouracy, 1b would suffica for purposes of assoxsmont 
whera tho property in tho soil vested in the State, and not in 
individuals; but would bo insuffciont whore proprietary rights 
wore acknowledged, and a title to charge rents was nover claimed 
by Government, 

The Board bad arvived at a mistaken conclusion on this im- 
portant point, The propriclary right in land could only be 
destroyed by tho imposition of an assossmont so heavy as to 
absorb the whole of tho ront, As long as tho.assossmont fell 
short of the rent, a veluo was given to land equal to the diffe- 
vonce between tho two, which onabled the holdor to sell the land. 
It was immaterial to inquire whether Sir T, Munro disregarded 
the rights of proprielors and recorded Jand in the names of actual 
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ocoupiers; but in Bombay, at all ovents, nll oxisting rights wore 
clonrly recorded, so that the proprietor could do as he liked with 
his land, The Board staied that Sir T. Munro’s classification 
had been vitiated by fraud, and was so minuto that ovon honost 
mon could not carry it out successfully. 

This was avoided in Bombay by tho land being divided from 
tho commoncement into corlain classes, according to ils ostimated 
value, Tho ryols had a practical knowledge of tho relative values 
of land, and such knowlodgo was easily acquixod by native agoncy, 
whose operations were superintonded by Buropean officers, Each 
field was dug into in severnl placos to ascortain tho differont 
qualitics of soil in it, the quantitios of tho varictios buing thon 
ostimated, so as to arrive at an averaga caloulation; this was 
constantly tested by Huropoan officers in order to securo uni- 
formity of classification, Such acourncy had been attained to 
in estimating tho quantity undor cach dosoription of soil that the 
error discovored seldom camo to moro than the differonco botweon 
tho values of two contiguous classes, a difforenco which was incon- 
siderable, Tho gicat practical tost of accuracy in this respoot was 
that of land being takon up after the seltlemont; and this had 
beon found to be univorsally tho case. 

The Bombay method of assessment was ossontially tho sume 
ag in tho N.W, Provineos, According to the Bonvi’s ordors 
the condition of tho agricultural claasos, tho stato of particular 
vilagos, tho amount of rovenuo realised, tho peicos of produce, 
and similnr considorations as compared with tho ciroumstances of 
provious years, should afford the chief grounds Lor dotormining 
whethor tho rental should bo incroased or lowored. This was pro- 
cisoly the Bombay system. 

In tho N.W. Provinces furthor modifications were pormitted 
in tho assessment of particular ostatos in order to accommo. 
date prosont and provjous sottloments, and nppearod 40 have 
beon rendered novessary in consequoncs of marked differoncos in 
tho industry and ugvicultural skill of the various proprictors and 
communities, Tho Board regrottod the necessity for such modif. 
cations, and had endeavoured to cqualize the Government de. 
mands aa far as possiblo, In Bombay thero wero no such marked 
differences, and sugh modifications wore happily unnecessury. It 
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may bo here remarked that nothing was known of Gujarat to the 
writers of this Report, and it will be seen, in the course of this 
history that in some parts of that provinco modifications of this 
description were considered necessary by somo rovonue authori- 
ties, and have been adopted. No theoretical proportion of the 
true rent of different lands io ve taken by Govornment had been 
assumed in Bombay, as it was found impossible to fix what the 
proportion should be: tho abstract justice, howover, of limiting 
the Government demand to from 60 to 80 por cent, of tho true 
rent, as laid down by the Board, was admitted, 

Tho grant of leases (kaols) was unnecossary to bring waste 
lands into cultivation under the Bombay Settlement; tho cause of 
cultivation not extending in Madras was thot tho waste land was 
ovor-nssessod. Cultivation in Bombay was extending without any 
adventitious encouragement, Tho Madvas annual sottloments 
were essentiully the samo as in Bombay, the comploxity and do- 
tail observable in the former being duo to over-assessment and 
the want of any uniform and simplo systom of accounts, Tho 
tours of Mamlatddrs to tako engagements from ryots for the cul- 
tivation of the seayon were unnecessary and projudicial. It was 
sufficient for Government to know what lands were in oultivation, 
und this could be ascertained by an annual inspection by the vil- 
lago officers, as in the Decenn, whore only six or soven casos of 
concoaled oultivation had beon discovered, Tho Survey maps 
would in future prevont ono picco of land boing wrongly hold in 
tho place of nnothor, and the accounts of individual ryols com. 
bined for tho whole Tiluka would givo sufflcient data for the 
annual settlement. 

Six causes for tho variation in the annual amounts in Madras 
wore given by the Board, Of theso only the following two wore 
4o be found in Bombay, viz., increase or decreaso of cultivation, 
and remissions on account of failure of grops or poverty of eulti- 
valors, The former was unavoidable, as tho ryots were ad liberty 
to oxpand or continet their holdings; and tho latter, though in- 
separable from all systems, was at a minimum in that of Bombay. 
Balances outstanding under it were inconsiderable, and land had 
acquired a salesble value, Tho uso of informers, as in Madvas, 
was unadvianble, ag it tended to demoralize the people. Fluctu- 
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ating demands also gave oppoitunitios for peculation, which did 
not ocour in Bombay, whore the fixed field assessments vendorod 
each ryot independent and secure from ovor-iaxntion, The snlo- 
guards in the N,W. Provinces were not so great, owing 40 tho 
larger aieas on which assessment was imposed. The vanoty and 
comploxity of intorests among proprietors and sub-proprictors also 
wore so great as to give opportunities for the richer to oppross 
the poorer holders, which appemed to bo proved by tho vast 
numbers of cages brought bofore the Courts for adjudication. 
Mr. Thomason had acknowledged that when a pushing man once 
got a footing in a village, he would soon bring the interests of all 
other proprietors to sale and himself buy them up. Tho system 
of joint responsibility, moreover, was unfavourable to individual 
industry and improvement, The oxistenco of proprictary rights 
in the soil in Madras had beon denied, and it would probably havo 
agsertod itsolf if it had existed. Joint propriotorships could only 
be brought into existence from the force of peculiar local cieum- 
stances, as there was always a natural tendency to separation of 
intorests and indepondenco, Agreements to pay revenue jointly 
were not improbable, but joint proprictoiship in land was wn« 
natural, ‘It had never oxisted in the Deccan, where cach field in 
a thal or thikd (separate well-known sharos) had its own namo and 
distinct owner, 

‘With regaid to tho remarks of the Rovenue Board on tho ovils 
of tho rayatedst systum, those ovils wore duo rot to the systom 
itself, but to ovor-nssessmont; and the suporiority of that of tho 
A.W. Provinces was owing to tho moderation of tho assosament, 
In Coimbatore (Madras) tho avorage annual assosamont was about 
one-third below tho maximum domand, and in Knrnarm, in the 

Fusli year 1248, out of 51,969 vaya, or holdings, only 81,825 paid 
* the maximum assessment, and in 20,164 temporary or permanent 
reductions were allowed. It was vain to hopo, under such a 
system, that the ryots would attain to tho standard nascssment, 
and thus reach tho limit of the demands of Governmont, Tho 
N.W. Provinces liad the advantage of a moderato nssosamont in w 
productive soil, In Madras long years of provious miarulo had 
impovorished the country befoie the rayatudri sottlement was in. 
troduced, and the yates under this were unfortunately so henvy na 
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to lead to tho necessity for annual yomissions with all their 
aitendant ovals, : 

Tho Revenue Board in tho North-West drew a ploasing picture 
of tho anticipated results of tho village system, where families 
would bo re-united by the closest bonds of concord and sympathy ; 
where the poor would be supported by tho rich, and widows and 
orphans encouraged to look for protection to their natual sup- 
porters, No such results wero looked for in Bombay, but it was 
hoped that the settlements would confer real and substantial 
Tronefits on the people, and at the same time augment tho resources 
of tho State. | 

Tho N,W. Provinces village systom was quite unsuited to the 
Deccan, as there were no proprietors to deal with. Whether tho 
Khusroh survoy and maps were accurate was not known; but 
ascortaining tho wholo moa by a scientific survey, with village 
boundaries Inid down for geographical purposos, provided no 
check against wrong measnioments of fields, Such a survey, if 
considered necessary, would have to bo dono by a separate agency. 
The classification of soils in uso in tho N.W. Provinces was much 
too geneial and cursory to be applicable 10 «2 field assossmont. 
Only threo classes of soil wore 10 be distinguished, and grent im- 
portance was attached to tho circumstance of land boing inigable 
or not, a8 well as to the description of crop grown in it, ‘Tvidonce 
of wrong ontrios through bribory of Amfus wns given in the corre- 
spondonco quoted by tho Board itself, and it was acknowledged 
in Mz, Muir's Ropovt that the classiflontion of soils had little to 
do with the grounds of assessment, which was based on a general 
classification of villages. The system of sottling by villages lod 
to collusion betweon proprietors and the Amf{ns to conceal the avon 
of cultivation, and 10 wrong entries of quality, such as dry-crop 
for garden land. This was impossible undor the Bombay systom. 
The Khusrch survey was declared by gome to bo most valuable, 
and by others to be perfectly useless, As to the Record of Rights, 
howover accurate it might be at the time of its compilation, what 
provision was mado for the thousands of changes that must 
constantly take place? The apportionment of payments being 
left to the ryots, the boundaries of the survey would be disra- 
garded, and this would probably in the ong lead to a minute 
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interference with individual righta through the ngency of tho Civil 
Courts. 

Tho assumption by Mr, Colvin, of tho N.W. Provincos, that the 
Bombay assessment was based on estimates of produce was 
entively unwarranted. Tach mensurer had a ficld-book, with every 
page init numbered and signed, in which no erasures were por. 
mitted, but merely lines diawn through any mistako in ontoring 
that might be made, so ag to show the original and the eorrection 
togethor, Tach day the names of village officers and others pre« 
sont were entered, with a viow to fix the responsibility for entrics 
made, Tho measurer began his first number near tho villago 
entrance, The number of the fiold in tho village accounts, with 
every particular as to ocoupaney, tenure, &e,, was recorded, and a 
yough skotch of the field drawn, Ilo thon chainod round tho 
boundary, and measured. the number with a chain and cross-staft 
by dividing it into triangles, This dono, ho passed on to the next 
number, and tho one beyond, and so on till tho whole village was 
complete, Hach number was accurately plotted at home from the 
mensuromonts taken, and transferred by tracing-paper to the 
general village map. Assisted by tho position of the village sile 
and roads being fixed by theodolite or compnss to make the flulds 
close inin tho map, a suficiont degroo of accuracy was atininud 
fox all practical purposes, Both moasmement and classification 
of soils woro thoroughly iestod by Bmoponn officas ng they 
procoeded, e 

Suoh is a brief résumé of tho arguments in favour of the rayat- 
det system carried out on tho principles of tho Bombay Revenue 
Survey, as compared with that in Madras and with tho village 
seiilemont system in tho N.W. Provineos, This was wrilton in 
the enrly days of tho system, which has beon greatly improved 
upon subsequently in the matter of sciontific accuracy, with regard 
to which fault was found as compared with tho technicnl superi- 
ority of the professional boundary survoy of tho N. W. Provincos, 
With a viow to the villago maps uot being depeudont for acouracy 
ontirely on tho fitting-in of one field upon another until the whole 
yillago space is filled in, one or two straight linoa are now measured 
across the lands of cach village from boundary to boundary, as 
nearly mathomatically accurately as possible, as a guide by which 
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the measurers may fil in their fields ; go that, in addition to being 
all that can bo required for revenue purposes (the boundary marks 
oven being laid down in each field in them), the maps are quite 
sufficiently exact for topographical purposes, 

The method of classification of soils has already boen dosoribod, 
and that of assessment will bo yvondily understood from the do- 
tailed notices of the manner in which it has been carried out in 
different subdivisions described in theso pages, The success of 
tho system will be seen in the ongernoss with which people took 
up waste Jands undor it, and the consequent immedinto inoreaye 
of the land revenue. So great was the engernoss to take up land 
that orders had to be issued to restrict the making of advances 
from the Treasury, where they were required merely for an exten- 
tion of cultivation, and not for permanent improvements or other 
agricultural purposos. 

Anothor method adopted to cheok undue oxtonsion of cultiva- 
tion beyond the moans of the ryots was to refuse remissions in 
caso of failure of crops, with a view to weed out people who from 
want of agricultural stock and capital should be labourers, and 
not attempt independent farming. 

In 1848 the now settlement was introduced into the Sap por. 
tion of tho Purandhar subdivision. It applied 10 894 villagos, of 
which twonty-flvo woro yo-moasured, twelvo testod, and tho ro- 
mainder, which had lately lapsed, survoyod for the first time, They 
lay wost of Inddpur and south of Bhimthadi, ‘Tho northorn and 
some of the western and central villagos wore hilly, and tho rain- 
fall was somewhat uncertain, ag in Inddpur. They did not bonoft 
much by tho Pina market, but had those of Sisvad (Snesoor) and 
Bhor. Mr, Pringlo’s settlomont had been unsuccessful, tho col- 
Jections having fallen from Rs, 47,547 on ite introduction to 
Ras, 20,168 in 1885-86, when an imperfect revision was enrried out 
by Captain Shortrede; the average from 1885 to 1842 had beon 
Rs, 28,269, ‘ 

During the last two years, 1840-41 and 1841-42, tho remissions 
found necossary oxcceded the collections, ‘Tho rates proposed by 
the Survey officers were 15 por cont, above those of IndApur and 
3 por cent, above those of Kurkumb; Governmont, however, anne- 
tioned the Kurkumb rates, which wore 10 per cont, only beyond 
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those of Inddpur. The total asscssment according to thoso way 
about Rs. 60,000, as against Rs. 88,894 undor Captain Shortredo’s 
setiloment and o previous rental of 1,22,718. Theso wero in 
Ankosi rupeos, which wore of rathor less valuo than Company’s. 
Short rainfall in 1848 and 1844 proved that tho rapid inorenso in 
cultivation in both Indipur and Bhimihadi had beon carried 
beyond the people’s means, and Iago icmissions and a contrac. 
tion of the cultivated area by about 15,000 acres wore tho conse- 
quonco, In tho latter yenr the failure of crops was so complote 
that many people were only saved from starvation by being em« 
ployed in making road from Palas to Inddpur, Tho noxt 
season was more favourable, and the settlement in Sips had boon 
so successful that the increase of revenue had more than repaid 
the cost of iho settlement, In the threo yenrs succeeding the 
settlement tho vevenue had increased on an average by 24 por 
cont, In 1847-48 tho cultivated aren in the ontire Collostorato 
yoso fiom 1,148,755 acres to 1,228,004, 

In 1847 the romainder of Purandhay, comprising the Sasvad 
Mimlatdfr’s charge, was revised. It contained thirty-six Govorn- 
mont villages. Its chief local market was at tho town of Sisvad, 
the Bapdey Ghat betweon it and Pina being so steep that pto- 
duco was generally taken to tho latter market on pack-bullocks, 
although thore was a metalled road, Thore woro only a fow 
patches of rico in ihe whole tract of country, The thirty-six vil- 
lages wore arranged for maximum rates of dry-orop Assesamont 
into four classes, ns follows, it is uncortain on what principlos: 
ton had a maximum of Rs. 1 2a., fifteen one of 15a, 8p., and nino 
one of 14a, Sp.; the remnining two being nssessod ab tho Sips 
rates. Tho rico rates proposed, Rs.3, Rg. 2}, and Rs. 14, were 
considered by Onptain Wingate to bo too high, and Governmont 
authorized their reduotion if it was considered advisable at tho 
settlemont, as well as the continuation of the existing method of 
aasessing hill-lands, which wero of trifling extent, 

Aho gonoral result was tho 1eduction of the dry-orop nasass- 
aa dvom Bs. 49,060 in 1846-47 to Rs. 38,900 in 1847-48, or 

gee cent. In 1847-48 twenty villagos in the Bérdmati group 
‘addpur, which had lapsed in 1844~48, woio révised, with the 
{of un inorease of 87:8 per cent, over tho assossment on the 
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area under cultivation for tho fivo years ending with 1846-47, 
The maximum dry-crop rate was 18a. 2p. In sanctioning the 
settlement, Government directed that when rates submitted for 
approval, es in this cage, wore compared with rates obtaining in 
districts where the assessmont had been revised for some timo, the 
manuor in which the revised assessment had worked should be 
fully shown. 

One of tho petty divisions of Sivuor or Junnny, viz, Bori, was 
yevised in 1848-49, It contained thirty villages, and adjoined 
Pébal, to tho climate of which its climato was similar, on the 
noth, The rainfall in tho east was much moro uncertain than in 
the wost. A. majority of tho holders of land were mirdsi, or here. 
ditary occupants. Under Mr. Pringlo’s settlement the average 
aove rate had beon 16a, 8p, and on tho cultivated area R.1 0a, 4p. 
Betweon 1829 and 1846 the latter had rison from 46,420 to 80,052 
acres, but remissions in tho first sixteen yenrs had averaged 
Rs. 10,850, and in the last five Rs, 7,410. It was proposed to 
divido 11 into three groups, with maximum rates of R.1 8a, ida, 
and 10a, 44p. Under wells and small wator-channols there was 
a total aren of 4,100 acres irrigated, Some of the latter could 
only be mado use of when tho rainfall was unusually hoavy, and 
it was proposed to levy a water-raie on them only when they were 
so used, A small portion of this aron had been formerly nasoased 
at Rs.8 an acre. Under tho now setilemont a rate of Re. 2, as in 
Pébal and elacwhero, was proposed. The total assesamant accord- 
ing to this amo ‘lo Rs, 4,719, ox » little over a rupeo gn nove. 

The genoral result of the sottlement was as followg :— 

Old System.—Assessment on cultivation, Rs, 64,642, 

New System. — Occupied: Dry-orop, Rs, 40,819; Garden, 
Rs. 4,719; Total, Re, 45,038. Waste, Rs, 10,480. 

This showed o decrease of about 4 per cont, on the past not 
realisable revenue after deducting remissions. 

Tn 1849-50 a, sotilement was introducdl into twenty-six villages 
of the Brahmanvidi potty division of Junnar (Sivnet), in the 
extreme noith of the Collectorate, bordoing on Ahmadnagay 
It contained also nine déng or hill villages, containing chiefly 
occasional hill-crop and rico lands, which were not settled ponding 
a survey of this class of land, The tract was badly off for com- 
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munications, the ascent of the Brahmanvidi pass, over which 
from 10,000 to 15,000 pack-bullocks annually crossed with grain 
from Junnar and Péina, returning ladon with sali, boing difi- 
cult, Tho old assossmont had been so unoven that the rovised 
assessment would make very little differonco in somo cnses and a 
great doal in others, 

Thore was a great differenco in the prices of produce in Kotal, 
which was above the Biahmanvidi Pass, and Uti and Inddpur, 
which wore below it, thus showing tho badness of tho road. A’ 
considerably larger urea was shown in tho presont than in Mr, 
Pringle's measurement, the former being 51,988 and the lattor 
70,756 acres; in the former, land on tho edges of fiolds had not 
beon assessed because it had been thought too poor for tillago ; 
but as it had been cultivated tho new survey included it all, Tho 
ayerage collections for ten years had been Rs, $8,864, and the 
assessment on cultivation, according to the proposed now ritos, 
would be Rs, 28,557, a decrense of 168 per cent, giving an 
average of 8a. 10p. per acre. Tho average per acre according to 
the old rocorded area was Ida, 11p.; but, allowing for tho incrense 
in the area by measurement, this was reduced to 10a, Lip, Tho 
proposed maximum rate, which applied only to the ono village of 
Utir, was 150 per cent. beyond that of Indipur, and gavo an 
average of R.1 6a. 2p. It was itaclf a market town, and was 
only six miles from Junnar, which was anothor, ‘ho villago of 
Indépur, which adjoined il, had had an nvorage of Ril 7, and 
was reduced to R.1 Oa. 7p. In this village the maximum pro- 
posed was doublo that of Indépur, and in two groups of thirteon 
and eleven villages it was respectivoly 60 and 80 por cent, highor, 
Captnin Wingate considaed ihe maximum for Uiir too high, and 
proposed its reduction fiom BR. 1 dda, to R.1 10a, The propoanla, 
with this modification, wore approved by Government, 

In 1850-51 the assessmont of tho remainder of the Junnar sub. 
division, containing 109‘Villages to the onst of Bori and south of 
Brabmanvédi, was undertaken, The country wae vory ruggod in 
tho west, so that only dali or hand tillage was practicable. A 
group of villages called the Haveli, lying botwoon Junuay on the 
wost and Bori on tho cast, wero the finest in the wholo Deccan, on 
account of the genial and certain rainfall, Tho chic! market 
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town was Junnar, but there wore markets also at Utir and Nit. 
yangion, Under Mr, Pringle’s settlement tho collections varied 
greatly, from Ra, 85,000 to Rs, 65,000 ; and in the ten years onding 
with 1849-50 averaged Rs, 58,850, or at tho rate of R.1 Oa, 7p. 
the nere. The people asa rulo were reported to ho badly off, to 
be deoply in debt, and to be almost literally living from hand to 
mouth, so that a reduction in the Government demand seemed 
to bo urgently needed. 

The villages were arranged in five groups for maximum rates 
of dry-crop assessment, Tho first, with a rate of R.1 12, in 
cluded twenty-two villages in the cast of the Havoli group, men- 
tioned above, and in the valloy of tho Kukdi river extending to 
the town of Junnar, The second group, to the wost of tho first, 
consisted of twenty-four villages, with a heavior rainfall but a 
much poorer soil. The maximum rato proposed here was Rs, 13. 
Tho third group, of nineteen villages, had a maximum of R.1 da, 
Between this and the noxt group, of thirty-four villages, tho kind 
of agricultural produce changed from whont and béjri to hill 
grains, In the latter group the rate was R,1, In the fifth group, 
of ton villages on tho tops and slopes of tho SahyAdri hills, the 
rate was 12a, For rico lands two rates, of Rs, 8 and Rs, 24, wore 
proposed, according to the position of tho villages within or on 
the alirts of the belt of heavy rainfall, Those rates were approved, 
‘but the proposals with regard to garden lands were not snnetioned, 
nor a suggestion that for tho oxisting uniform rato of 12a, on the 
Dill-hook (otta) in tho tracts whore dali cultivation was in use 
throo rates, varying from 10a. to RB, 1, should be adopted, The 
total Survey rental, according to the Suporintendent’s rates, 
amounted to Rs, 55,360, which, compared with the average collec 
tions of twenty-one years—Rs, 56,670—showed a reduction of 
Rs. 1,810, or 2°26 per gent, 

In 1851-52 the Ambogfon petty division of the Khed sub- 
division, embracing the northern portion of the latler to tho south 
of Junnar, was sotiled, It contained fifty-eight villages, ‘Tho 
two towns of Ambogfon and Ghode were the chiof markets, 
the former for vice and tho latter for other grains, Potatoes 
wore largely grown in it, ag well as in tho noighbouring paris of 
Pibal, and were bought up on tho spot by dealoxs for tho Bombay 
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and Pina markets, Since Mr. Pringlo’s sottlomont in 1829-30 
the collections of revenue had varied, but on the whole rose from 
Rs. 14,500 in that year to Ra. 17,000 in 1850-51. The remissions 
had not beon heavy, and the Survey officer, Lioul, Francis, was of 
opinion that a reduction to the amount of auch remissions would. 
bo sufficiont, as the bulk of tho landholders wore in fair cixvoum. 
stances, Four groups of villages were proposed, with maximum 
rates of R,1 8a, R.1 6a, R.1 4a, and R.1, Theso wor similar 
to the ratos in PAbal introduced nino years proviously, which had. 


succeeded, 
The general results in the soveral classos wero as follows :— 
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Ra, Rs, Ra. Rs. Re Rea. 
1 | 8208 | 10,154 | 8200 | 100 | 525 | 8,895 
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8 2,651 2,461 2,662 588 242, 8,492 
4 2,808 1,859 8,168 450 465 4,078 
Total | 17,008) 19,509 | 18,809 | 1,861 | 1,864 | 22,014 
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Tho total inoronse was thus 128 por cent, but oxcluding dali 
and giazing, which wore not altered undor the now systom, thoro 
was a decranso of 21°7 por cent, 

Some modifications woro made in this year in tho rovisod nssogs. 
meuts in Purandhar, and the rico rates, which had beon. considored 
by Capt. Wingate to be too high, wore reduced, * 

In 1852 tho Khed subdivision had vovised assessments intro. 
dueed into it, Lxelugjve of Ambegéon, sottled in the previous 
year, it contained 129 villages, forty-sovon under the Khod Mém-. 
latddr, and cighty-iwo under the Kuda Mahdlkavi. They lay 
between Amboghon on the north, PAbal on the cast, Havoli and 
Méval on the south, and tho SahyAdris on tho wost IKuda was 
to the west noar the hills, and had a large aroa of rico land, while 
the more open equntry under Khed was,woll snited for dry-crop 
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oultivation, The climate was hotter than that of Pabal, and equal 
to that of Hnveli near Pina, but not quite so good as that of 
Junnar, Its market facilities were almost as great ax those of 
Havoli, and the people were fairly well off, 

Mr. Pringle’s assessment in tho weat of the traot had been moie 
liberal than in the east, and during the poriod of his settlement 
the axes, under cultivation, with various fluctuations, increased by 
12,000 acres, or 15 por cont, Romissions had also varied gently, 
from Rs. 8,000 in 1881-82 to Rs, 72,000 in 1851-52, out of a total 

‘of Rs, 87,159, The villages wore arranged for maximum dry-crop 
yates in five groups, with rates from R.1 10a. to R.1. The first 
contained nine villages along tho high-road from Pina to Junnar, 
which gave them facility for carriage to market, Their climate 
was alao favourable for dry-crop cultivation, Tho lower rates 
were for groups lying to the east of the firat, wherq the rainfall 
became less cortain, and 10 the weat towards the Sahyddris, whore 
the climate became too moist for dry crops. The rice rates wore 
arranged in the reverse way, boing highest, with » maximum of 
Rs. 4, totrards the lulls, and lowest, with one of Is.8, farthor 
castward. For garden lands, the aroa of which was small, the 
highost rate for those which woie watered from channels was Rs.8, 
and_the lowest, for land under wolls, Rs, 2. No change was mado 
in the kotta, or bill-hook, system of assessment for hill lands in. 
nocessiblo to the plough. 

Tho genoral roavlt was as follows :— 
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‘Exclusive of dali and grazing recoipts, tho increase over the old 
average for twenty-three years was thus 12'6 per cont. 

In 1883 the last subdivision of the Collectorate, Méval (often 
enlled tho Méwals), came under revision, It oceupiod the south- 
west corner of the district, and contained a main group of 102 
villages called Méval, and anothor of sevonty-cight enlled Mulsi, 
to the south of these, Lying nearer tho western rango, the Sah- 
yfdui hills, it differed from the vest of the Collectorate in having 
an abundant and cerlain rainfall, and being ossontinlly a rico 
country, béjri and javdri being hardly grown init, Most of the 
rice went to Pana, o little went down tho Ghits, and somo was 
kept for local sale on the high-road between Bombay and Pina, at, 
Varangion, Khandéla, and other halting-places. Tho ochiof 
manure used was burnt wood and grass, with which the rieo beds 
were covered. 

Mr. Pringle’s settlement here had boen a success na for ag 
increased tillage and 1eyenue were concerned, tho former having 
advanced mostly in dry-crop lands, from 86,000 novos in 1830-81 
to 48,200 in 1852-58, and the revenue from Ry, 47,500 to Ra, 68,300 
(dry-crop 8,400 acres and rice 800). But the light assesamont had 
brought Marvirt money-lenders in its train, and the people ware 
more deeply in their books than in any other part of the district, 
Naturally, the grouping of villages for dry-crop maaimum rates 
was from cast to wost, tho rates for tho four groups falling from, 
R.1} to B.1, Kbanddla and a fow villagos nonr tho road boing 
raisod a class on account of tho ready salo of thoir graas, It was 
found that tho best rico was grown not, whore the rain was heavioat, 
but in the centre of tho rainy tract of country, Tho syatom of 
vice classification adopted was ono used in tho hilly tracta of Niisik. 
by Mr. Fraser-Tytler, according to tho Irind of rice grown and the 
character of the ombankmonts, The xates wore in four classes of 
Ra. 44, 4, 83, nd 8. 

Tho gonoral result of the revision was as followa:-— Tho 
Survey rental of the cultivated arca gavo an increase from 
Rs, 48,3820 to Rs. 2,890, or 94 por cant. over tha average of 
twonty-throo years ending 1852-53; of undor 2 per cent, over tho 
average of the ten years provious to tho sottlement, and on the 
oultivated area of 1852-53 a fall of 91 per cont. ‘Thera was a 
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’ 
margin of Rs. 17,670 loft on the assessed waste land from which 
the temporary loss of revenue could be made up, 

















Diviston, Olnsses. { Dry Caop. Rico. acring Total. 
Ra Res, Ra Rs, 


1— 9 4,658 2,176 825 2,159 
Chiof Divi- Q—d1 | 14,999 9,282 | 1,312 | 25,648 

sion 8,—24, 8,757 5,842 720 9,819 
4,—16 1,220 2,912 766 4,898 


1 4 1,848 2,189 268 4,246 
Mulsi 2,—18 1,785 4,687 835 6,757 

8,—29 1,187 8,804 667 } 10,658 
4,—82 1,927 8,950 899 6,776 


178 | 81,881 | 89,288 | 5,292 | 78,856 




















Tho eighteen years ending in 1854 showed in the Collectorate 
on the whole but little improvement, in consequence of bad soasons 
and the fluctuations of prices, The aren of tillage rose from 
895,488 acros (882 villages) in 1889-40 to 1,868,480 acres (941 
willages) in 1858-54, and tho collections from Rs, 6,386,120 in 
1887-88 to Rs, 7,24,760 in 1858-54, 

From about 1852 2 change set in, partly in consequonco of tho 
high prices of tho time of the Amorican war, when they began to 
rise, During the twelvo years onding in 1866 tho cultivated area 
roso from 1,868,430 acres (941 villages) to 1,748,179 nores (988 
villngos) in 1865-66, and tho collections from IRs, 7,24,760 to 
Rs. 10,655,210. Indépur, which had beon in tho worst condition 
pefore 1846, showed a riso in collections from Rs, 65,220 between 
1886 and 1846 to Rs. 88,050 betweon 1856 and 1866, or 27 por 
cont. whilst remissions diminished from Rs. 12,220 to Rs.6. In 
the latter ton years there was hardly any waste land loft, This 
may, of course, be attributed partly to the rise in pricos and the 
jnoroase in population, but, taken in connection with other ciroum- 
stancos, to be explained hereafter when tho revised Survey settle. 
ments carried out on the expiration of the thirty years’ guarantee 
aro doscribed, there can be no doubt that it is mostly duo to tho 
benofits of the low and equitable Survey assessments, 
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At various times before the expiration of the guaranteod sottlo- 
ment, rates basod on those already in force wore introducod into 
villages that from various causes Inpsod to Govornmont, but as 
theso sottloments involved no now principlos, thero apporrs no 
necossity for entoring into their details, In 1867 tho rovision of 
the Survey scttlements was commenced in the subdivision of Indé- 
pur, the first originally settled. 

In consequence partly of inaccuracies discovered in tho old 
measurements, the wholo of Indipur was ro-survoyod Lor yovision, 
The lands were also re-classified, in order to take advantage, which 
many years’ practice had given tho Survey Department, of tho 
greater skill with which the operation could be performed, 
Although on tho wholo area the error shown by the ro-mensuro- 
ment only came to 6} por cent, the differences in individual num- 
bers wore found to be considerable; in a lish of twenty Survey 
fields reported they varied from 1 to 94 por cont, 

Tn tho ro-classifiention a much laigay.aron of arable, and a much 
smaller area of unassessed, land was recorded. At the timo of 
the original settlement prices of agricultural produco were so low 
that much laud of inferior quality was hardly worth cultivation ; 
from the demand for Innd that bad arison in the courso of the 
thirty yeas of tho settlement, both from incionase in pricos and 
tho pressuro of population on tho soil, a gront deal of this Inna, 
much of which consisted of pnichos of wasto in tho midst of 

" qultivation thiown in to form Survey fields, had boon cultivated 
at no other exponso than that of ordinary ploughing, thus proving 
that the old classification, which had recorded it aa unorablo, had 
beon faulty, 

Tho inevense under the revised seitlement arising from the 
assessment of such land was often considerable, so much so as 
in some cascs to enhance a iyol’s paymonls notwithslanding a 
lowering of rate, and if became a matter of importance to decide 
whether the extra land should bo assessed, or should bo considered 
Jand which, according to the Survoy principle, tho xyol was 
entitled to enjoy rent-free as having beon improved at his own 
cost, Opinions differed on this point, and it wag even proposod 
that credit should be given in every holding for us much wnarable, 
and therefore unagsessed, land as thero originally was in it, Now, 
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apart from tho improbability that holdings would in many casos 
have remained tho same and in the same hands for thirty years, 
and the consequent difficulty of carrying such a theory into prac- 
tico, it would have beon contrary to all ronson thal the State, te 
the community, should suffer a porpetual loss on account of tho 
wistukes or (frauds of classers im recording as unarable what 
simply roquirod Lo bo ploughed and sown to bear crops, 

The controversy ended, as it should have dono, by the Govern- 
mont of Tndin refusing to sanction the propospl. The circum. 
stances of Inddpur had greatly changed in the thirty yoars of 
the setilomont, At the original survoy thero was not a mile of 
made road. In 1852 tho road botwoou Pina and Sholtpur had 
‘beon completed, and Indipur had become an important contre of 
trade, Tadtor on, in 1868, tho G. I. P. Railway had been con- 
structed, and opened up, as it wore, the markets of the world to 
it. Pricos had risen from 58 seers (106 Ibs.) por rupeo of birt in 
the five years before the original scttloment to 26} scere in the 
ten years ending with 1865-66, Population had inovoased 81 por 
cout, farm bullocks 19 per cent,, carts 800 per cont., and ploughs 
25 per cont. In other entilo thero had been a deoronse of 9 por 
cent,, owing, probably, to the contraction of the area on which 
they formorly grazed, Ind had acquired a saleable value, 
having in forly-oight cases quoted folchod an avornge of sovonteon 
yoars’ assossmont, and in six of theso ovor twenty years, Tho 
aren under tillage had increased from 238,188 neres to 270,070, 
and tho grazing and unassessed land diminishod from 48,658 nores 
to 18,679, ‘The climate, however, and uncorlain rainfall had 
remained tho samo, and required caution in denling with the 
asseasment, 

Taking all these points into consideration, on inorense of from 
50 10 60 por cont. in tho assessment would, ib was thought, be 
proper and reasonable. Tt was proposed. to give lndapur itself a 
maxirium dry-crop rate of R,1 2a,, to sixty-two villages one of 
arupeo, and io the romaining thirteon villages near Kalas, where 
the rainfall was very uncettain, one of fourteen annas. A. little 
alluvial Iand on the banks of the Bhima river was assessed at 
Rs. 1}. ‘Tho averngo on the whole came to 7a, 6p. tho nere, ‘Lhe 
general incronso came to 58 per cent., tho ugw asscasment boing 
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Ra, 1,924,506, as against the old Rs, 81,184. It will bo soon hora. 
aflor that this percentage was subsequontly brought down to 88 
por cent. 

Bhimthadi was takou in hand in 1871-72. The numbor of 
villages was fifty-four, of which twenty-three had belonged to the 
Pimpalgdéon group and 81 to that of Karkumb, These, with somo 
villages from Purandhar and Bérimati, formed the now subdivi« 
sion of Bhimthadi. Six of them had Inpsod in tho course of tho 
thirly years. The communications of Bhimthadi had also boon 
improved by the construction of tho railway, and tho yond from 
Pina to Sholipur, as well as other local roads, The three market 
towns of Pains, Kurkumb; and Yovat wero all on tho Piina-Shold. 
pur road, In tho three decennial periods of tho settlement pricos 
of javirvi and bdjit had been respectively 45} and 86} seers por 
rupee, 85$ and 284, and 194 and 15, showing nn increase of con. 
siderably over 100 por cont. 

The area and rovenue collections in the three periods had been, 
as follows — 












Land Rovonno, Biom Othor Someos, | , 
Total " 
|-———— 7 — Ro. Romis- | Goltag 


Miscolln-) 649), yonto, | Sons, | tlone 


neous 








Area, | non Ginss, 


Aorea Rs, Rs. Rs, Ra Ra, 
1840 to 1850 | 1,21,127 | 49,726 | 2214] 5,008 | 6,200 | 56,088 
1850 to 1860 | 1,82,852 | 60,166 | 1,108 | 5,606 | 6,700 | 60,808 
18G0 to 1870 | 1,605,774 / 71,605 | 2,917 | 5,005 | 8,012 82,077 


Ta, Ta 
ayiio | 49,016 
206 | 64,000 
atn77 | 80,000 





Population in forty-oight villages had incronsod 89} por cont, 
arm enttle 19 per cenb., other cattle 5} per cont,, carts 270 par 
cent,, and ploughs 2% por cont, Two hundred moro wells wore 
worked, of which 141 wero new and tho rost old ones repaired ; 
the total incroaso was nonrly 88 por cont., from 527 to 727, Of 
the new wells oaly cight wore made in the fir ten yeara, forty. 
ono in tho second, and ‘hinoty-two in tho third; 80 that tho pro. 
Sporily of tho people seemed to be progrossively on the increnso, 
A record of anlos of lund showed prices varying from 10 to 52 
timos the assessment, ‘ 

On all theso considerations the Superintendent of Survey 
thought tho assessment night be inorensed from 50 to 60 por 
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cent., as proposed for Inddpur, For this purposs a maximum 
rate of R.1 120. was proposed for seven villagos in the Pimpal- 
gon group nearest to Pina and with “tho most cortain rainfall, 
and one of R.1 80, for twenty-two others not quite so favourably 
placed in both those respects. Iwo other groups with rates of 
R. 14a, and R,1 2a. rospectively wore proposed, containing six- 
teen and nino villages. Tho rosult in forty-aght villages, the 
remaining six affording no proper data for comparison, as they 
had lapsed within the period of tho sottlemont, was to increase 
tho assessment by 73 por cent, as shown by tho following state- 
mont :— 





Cultivation, | Waste, | ‘Lotal, 





Arca Aton. Axon, 

Acros, Ta Aoros. | Ra, Acres. Ts, 
Old Survoy - =| 1,601,618 741,222 | 1,58: | Gdt} 1,660,502 74,866 
Now Sutvoy -{ 1,80,770 { 2,28,071 | 2,019 | 871 ( 1,88,705 | 1,290,842 





Inoionso-  - 22,168 51,740 185 | 227 22,298 64,976 





Of this increase 20 por cont. was on account of Iand in oxcess of 
the recorded aren found on re-measurement, The incrense varied 
groatly in different villages, being as high as 120 por cont, in one 
cago, and as low as 16 in anothor. Both hore and in Indépur no 
oxtra assessment was imposed on land watored by wolls, In 
patasthal, or chennel-watered and, rates varying from R.1 to 
Ra. 6 por nore, in addition to tho dry-crop rata, wore given, Tn 
tho six villagos latoly lupsed tho increase camo to 44 por cont, 
The total cultivated land in tho fifty-four villages was found to be 
22,298 acros, or 11 per cont. above tho recorded aren, and the 
assessment altogothor was 69 por cont. in excess of that proviously 
levied, Tho rates wore sanctioned by Government for a second 
torm of thirty years in January 1872, , 

Botween 1872 and 1874 the old settlement was xovised in 
Phbnl, the villages of which had in 1866 beon distributed ovor 
Khed, Junnar, and Pirmor, The setilomont apphed to fifty-six 
villages of old Pébal and threo received from Holker. In the 
thirty years of tho old soltlomont, leaving out the five yonvs of 
the American war, in which prices wero abyormally high, the 
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value of béjrt had risen over 52 per cent. In tho five yonrs pro« 
vious to tho first, sottlement (1886~1841) collections had nvernagod 
Res, 66,510 and remissions’ Re, 22,700 ; tho wasto land nt that time 
was about one-third of tho arablo area. During tho ton years 
ending in 1872 the collections were nearly stendy, being on an 
avorage Rs, 92,800, tho only remissions during this period having 
been Ra. 40 in 1871~72, Tho wasto land in this year was only 
three-tenths of the wholo, Population had ineronsod 11:27 per 
cont., bullocks 2:7 por cent, other catilo 75 por cont., carta 75 por 
cont, ploughs 124 per cent, and wells in working ordor had rison. 
from 1,498 to 1,977, or 82°4 per cent, Land was moro carefully 
oullivated than in the oast of Pina, manuro boing usod in dry- 
crop as well as garden Iands, Tho selling-prico of Innd in somo 
instances was as high as 116 and 160 times tho asscssmont, 

Tho villages had benefited greatly by tho construction of the 
G. I. P. Railway, two stations of which afforded ensy necess to 
tho Bombay market. A good many fair-wenthor ronda had boon 
made, and the Ptina-Nésik bigh-rond crossed it from north 10 
south, and that from Piina to Abmadnagar from enst to wost, 80 
that, with soveral fair local markets 10 resorl 10, such as hod, 
Pabal, Talegton and Manchar, people had no difficulty in disposing 
of their produce, 

Owing to improvidont oxponditure on marringos and other social 
ceromonics, however, thoy were still dopendont on tho monoy- 
lenders, although overy ciroumstanco was in favour of thoir ins 
erensod prospority, According to tho eritoria of more oy less 
cortain minlall and distaneo from markets, the villagos wero 
classed {for maximum ratos of dry-crop assessment m six groups, 
the frst consisting of only ono village, with 2 maximum of Ra. 8, 
Tho remaining fivo had rates falling from thin by gradations of 
four anang, and contained respectively sialon, thirteen, twelve, 
oight, and six villages, | Ouo of tho rivers crossing tho Lract, the 
Vol, could bo used for irrigation by tho construction of temporary 
doma, and channel water rates woro proposed varying from It, 1 
to Rs. G, according to water-supply. Tho highest dry-crop rates 
only wero imposed on lands watered. from old wells, without extra 
wator agsessmont, involving a loss of from Rs. 20,000 to Ra, 28,000 
of rovonuo, The 92 acres of rico land, which was of a superior 
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quality, had a maximum of Rs,G6, and an average rate of 
Rs, 8 la. 7p. 

In forwarding these proposnls, tho Survey Commissioner, Col, 
Francis, suggested that the rate of Ra. 8, which raiscd the average 
in. the single village to which it applied by 70 por cont., should be 
done away with, and, by corlain modifications of grouping and a 
veduetion of da. a class in the first four, and of Qa. in the fifth 
group, reduced. tho goneral inorenso from 88 Lo 66 per cont. 

The grouping was again altored by Government, and the final 
arrangement was as follows :—~ 


Tirst group, 9 villages, at Rs. 2 80. 
Second group, 9 villages, at Rs, 2 2a. 
Third group, 24 villages, at Rs. 2 On, 
Fourth group, 17 villages, at BR, 1 10a, 


Under these ratos the general inoveaso was 75 per cont, on the 
whole fifty-nine villages, and. the averago dry-crop rate 12a. Bp. 
The iotal assossment camo to Rs, 1,51,510, or Rs. 88,910 below 
that preposed by the Suporintendent of Survey, and Rs, 49,280, 
or 48 per cont, moro than the previous agsessmont on occupied 
land. 

In {1872-78 tho Ilaveli subdivision, immediately surrounding 
Pima, from which nono of tho villagos wore more than eightobn 
miles distant, was brought undor revision, Pina contained over 
90,000 inhabilants, and, in addition to boing an oxccllont market 
for all kinds of produce, afforded necess by its railway station to 
Bombay and othor important trado contxes far and near, Highty- 
four villages woro to bo revised, of which twonty-sevon had come 
from Bhimthudi and seven had beon transferred to Mival, Three 
had beon sottled within fiftcon years, aud were omitted, Tho 
rainfall was plentiful and cortain in the west towards the Sah- 
yAdvis, and uncortain in proceeding castwatds, the climate of Pina 
itsolf being moro lika that of Hurope than of tho tropics during 
tho monsoon. 

Tn tho period of the thirty yoars’ settlement prices of agricyl- 
tural produco in Pina had doubled. From 109,000 acros in 
1841~42 the aren of tillage had incronsod to 124,000 acres in 
1871~72. It had in the moanwhilo fallon off by about 4,000 acres 
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since 1866, Collections had fallen in the samo timo by about 
Rs, 8,000, but wore still Rs, 76,000 in tho last yen ag compared 
with Rs, 65,000 in 1841-42, In tho third docennial poriod of tho 
settlement they were 2°5 por cont. above those of tho second, and 
218 por cont. more than in the five yonvs preceding tho soltlo. 
mont, Since 1886 remissions had been nominal, and in 1871-72 
only 684 acres of the worst aiable land xomained unoceupiod. 
Recoipts had been a good deal diminished by a large aver boing 
taken up for forest purposes, and for the construction of a Invgo 
invigation reservoir atl Khadakvisla, During tho Survoy Icaso tho 
population of the eighty-one villages had increased by 42:8 por 
cent,, but houses by only 78 per cont, which was not at all in duo 
proportion, Plough and draught cattle wore moro by 12 per cont., 
earts by 181 por cent., ploughs by nearly 20 per cont, shoop, 
horsog, and other cattle by 29'6, and working wolls by 86°5 pov 
cont, 418 of the wells wore now, and of thoso 276 had beon aunk 
in the Inst ten years. More energy was shown in agricultural 
operations, and the prejudice of tho people to the uso of the night. 
soil of Pfina had beon overcome. Fiuit and betol-nub wors 
especially cultivated near the town. Tho valuo of land had so 
much incronsed that it sometimos fotched as much os a hundrod. 
times the assessmont. On tho whole tho people wero botter off 
than thoso of any other part of the Collectorate. 

Tho aren of the ofghty-ono villagos was found to bo 28,081 
acras more than that recorded in the Revenue books, ‘Lhis aroso 
from the grazing lands not having boon mensured at tho frat 
survey, Dor diy-crop assessment Vanori (Wanowree), Ghorpuri, 
and Kirkeo wero placed in a first class with a maaimum of Rs, d, 
All threo wore close to tho town und the tio cantonmonts, Six 
villages, also nonr, formed a second group, with a maximum of 
Res. 83; and twonty-six villages adjoining these, with a maximum 
of Ra, 8, formod tho thjrd. There wero fiyo othors, of thirloon, 
nine, fivo, nino, and threo villagos rospoctively, groupod according 
to rainfall and distance from market, with rates felling at the 
rate of 4a, for each group, Of the remaining ton villages, the 
sovon transforrod to Mival wore placed in tho fifth group, ato 
maximum of Rs,23, and the throo Intoly Iapsod villagos woro 
assignod to the third, fourth, and fifth classes. 
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A largo tank had lately beon constructed in the village of 
P&shan, and in consequonce of the excellent supply of water from 
it the channel-watered lands under itfhad a maximum rate of Rs. 8 
in addition to tho dry-crop rate. Tho supply in other villages 
was not very good, and was rated at from R.1to Rs.5}, For 
rice, grown to the extent of 1,095 acres in the western villages, the 
maximum proposed was Rs.12, which gave an averngo of 
Rs,8 10a, 4p. These rates would have raised the rental by 96 por 
eont, above the ayorage of the last ton yoars. In one village the 
increase would have been 228 per cent., of which 90 per cent, was 
due to arable land which had not as yet been shown in the accounts 
or assessed, An alternative set of rates was proposed, by which 
the maximum in each of the first two classes was lowered 8a., and 
in the rest 4x, Theso reduced the increase to 79 por cent, on the 
previous year’s collections, of which 16 per cont, was duo to the 
hitherto unassessed avon in occupied land, 

The Survey Commissioner proposed a lowering of the rico 
maximum to Ra,5 from Rs.6, and by some modifications in 
grouping reduced the total por-centage until it camo to 75 por 
cent, His proposals wore sanctioned by Government, but in con- 
sequence of tho Government of India expressing their rondinosg 
to make further yvoduotions, still greater changes wore mado, and. 
the total increase finally remainod at 67 por cent. above ourrent 
collections. The avorago dry-crop rato was ldo, 2p,, the channel. 
water rate Rs. 2 §n. 5p, and the rico rato Rs, 2 Ida. 9p, 

The following statomout shows clearly the successive changes 
made 


1871-72 .  « ~—«.- “Rs, 80,965. 
1872-78 .  . . Bs1,58,886 Rs, 1,48,544 Res. 1,834,189, 
Per-centago increare 96 77 66 


In 1878-74, thirty-nine villages formerly belonging to Stipa, of 
which thirty had beon transferred to “Bhimthadi and nine to 
Purandhay, were revised. Tho climato in these variod little, but 
those on the Nira rivor had a larger proportion of deop black soil, 
Cultivation was inforior, and no manure was used. in tho dry-crop 
lands except the droppings of sheep occasionally ponned upon 
thom. ‘The garden land, which was all under wells, was not of a 
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superior kind, In the course of the Survey loage tho relative 
importance of markets had changed considotably, in consequence 
of the construction of the railway and local roads, ‘Tho price of 
javdri had risen in the ast ten years of the lease by about 185 por 
cont, and that of béjri 148 por cont. ' 

At the time of the first settlement this tract had begun to 
benefit from the revision of assessment that had beon carvicA out 
by Lieut, Shortrede, Notwithstanding this, from 1896 to 1842 
only 40 por cent. of the revenue was collected, and up to tho time 
of the first Survey settlement large romissions had to be givon. 
Tho yates under this, introduced in 1848, were tho same as those 
of Kurkumb, or 10 per cent, higher than in Indipur, At the 
time of the settlement 26,802 acres out of 141,810 wore waste, and 
from its commencement au increase in tillage took place, the 
average waste in 1864 to 1878 being only 1,848 acres, 

The state of matters in the threo deconnial periods is shown 


below :— 
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Ocaupled, ‘Wisto, Galloas 


tions, 
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Area, | mont, Anco, | rent, Aron, | Pont 







Re, 

1848 to 1888 {120,604 60,¢04 
1888 to 1808 | 1/80,066 | 50°498 
1808 to 1878 | 1,412,296 | 67,890 


cite yea 66, 5 Lior rh 868 
25 | 2,212 | 149,711 67,710 | “416 | 60,082 
612 | 144,008 | 68,802 | 1,880 | 56,500 





, 

During tho Survey leaso population had inoronsed 43°5 por cont, 
houses 18 por cent, wolls 71 per cont., carts 202 por cont, ploughs 
81-2 por cont, draught and plough cattle 10°4 por cent., bub horaos 
had diminished 26°6 por cont. Othor kinds of cattle had aleo 

+ Incronsed a good deal, which was not tho ease in tho neighbouring 
districts, Of the new wells, forty-four were made in tho frat 
decade, 148 in the second, and 226 in tho last of tho Survey lense, 
All this proved conclusively that tho condition of tho people was 
good, Yow families woro hopelessly in debt, and ovory villago 
held some who were quite free. 

Tho thirty-nine villages wore arranged for maximum dry-orep 
ratos in four groups, with rates varying from R. 1 to R.1 6a, In 
the first there were only two, which were closo to tho Niva bridge 
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on the Pina and Saithia xoad. Twélvo on} the western boundary 
and on the road to the Khedgfon railway station were in the socond, 
aba maximum of R.1 4a. Twelve more to the south and cast of 
thoso wore placod ina third, at R.1 2a.; and thirteen in tho 
south-cast, with the most uncortain rainfall, had the RB, 1 maximum, 
Thore was no rice, and the channol-watorod land was poor, The 
highest rate for the latter was fixed at Rs.2. Compared with the 
provious yort’s collactions, the now settlomont showed. a rise from 
Rs, 57,461 to Ra, 81,718, or 42 por cent., as shown below :— 





Oooupied, ‘Waste, Total, 





Aron, | Rental, | Aron, | Routat, Area, | rontat, 





Acros. Rs. Agios, Rs. Acxes, Ray 
Old Sottlomont | 1,42,236 67,401 | 1,880 448 | 144,005] 57,904 
Now Sottlomont! £,66,828 81,718 1,658 280 | 1,568,886] 81,948 


Inerenso 14,608 24,262 _ — 14,821] 24,080 
Dooreaso _ - 272 218 — ~ 





The Survey Commissioner proposed a few modifications by 
doing away with the first group and lowering some of tho other 
villages class. These proposals were sanctioned by Govorn- 
ment, 

Prices subsoquently foll, and it did not soem probable that the 
high prices of 1872 would bo maintainod. It was thorefore 
doomed advisnblo in 1874 to fix a limit beyond which increases at 
tho revision sottlomonts should not bo allowed to go, Thia was 
fixed at 38 por cont. on any group of villagos as a whole, ab 66 por 
cent, on any single villago, and at 100 per cent. on any individual's 
holdings, 

In order to bring the Above-mentioned assessmonts in five aub- 
divisions into accord wilh this Resolution of Govornmont, the 
Survey officers woro divocted 10 lowor thé maximum rates in cach 
group so as to bring the total revenue of the group within 50 per 
cent. increase, After this, any case in which the increnso was still 
above 75 per cent. in a village, or 100 per cont. in a holding, was 
to be reported specially for the ordore of Government, In ac- 
cordance with these instructions, proposals were sent in and 
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received sanction, which reduced the enhancoments in the five 
subdivisions to the amounts shown in the following slatomont :— 





Setilomont, | Final Sottlo- 

N f No. of | 1886-1844, fnont,1876-76,iIncronso| Aveiago 

Subdivision Vil- ever | Diy-Orop 
‘ LOBG-EL.] Kato, 





Jngos. 
Amount. Amount. 

Ra, Rs, Porat. | om pe 
Indipur - ~-] 78 81,184, | 1,11,866 88 6 8 
Bhimthadi -{ 48 74,222 | 1,08,982 40 8 9 
Haveli - =| 88 80,965 | 118,773 41 | 11 10 
Pabal. - - | 59 | 1,02,228 | 1,89,479 86 j1l 2 
Sipa- - -| 89 57,461 72,808 26 _ 








In 1878~79 forty villages in Purandhar wero brought undor a 
second revision, Five of these wera dumdla, or shaved villages, 
Most of the villages had belonged to the Stsvad Mémlatdiy's 
division, which had beon sottled in 1847, Soventeon of the thirty. 
five Government villages woro revised in 1878, and tho other 
eighteen in 1879. The subdivision bordered on Bhimthndi on tho 
east and on Haveli on tho north. Its husbandry was similar to 
that in the neighbouring subdivisions, except that tho land was 
more frequontly ploughed; and a great deal of manure was used 
for augar-cane and garden crops, while dry-orop lands wore also 
manured whon onough manure could be procured, 

During tho Survey leaso the communications had boon grently 
improved, In 1847 the only made road was that by tho Bapdov 
Pass from Pina to Sattiré, which, as stated abovo, was mostly 
used by pack-bullocks and but litilo by carts, By 1878 tharo 
Were numerous linos of communication with differont largo 
markets, tho chief of which was Pina. ‘There wero some small 
local manufactures of blankets, cotion-cloth, and bangles, 

In the matter of prices of tho thyce principal graing, viz., janes, 
bdjri, and wheat, thero was an increase of fully 100 por cont, in 
the course of the Survey lease, 

The following statemont shows the progress in cultivation and 
roalisations of revertue during the lenso, and for ten yenrs provious 
to it, in fifteen villages ;— 
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© Outatand.| 























- Romis- Collec- 
Yona. ieee Cultivation. | Waste. slong, "8 a tons. 
Acros, Aoics, Ra Ra Rs 
1827-1847 | 15 19,834 | 2,046 | 2,800 _ 17,924 
1847-1857 | — 40,209 | 1,148 81 852 16,982 
1857-1867 | — 41,225 873 8 1 18,180 
1867-1877 | — 41,420 214 _ 521 18,890 





Population in these villages had increased. by 22 per cent,, flat. 
roofed and tilod houses by 19-7 per cont,, and thatched houses by 
15-1 per cent.; ploughs by 86°4 per cent. and carts from 60 to 
8315, or 425 per cent, The value of land, as ascertained by the 
sums for which it was mortgaged and sold, was higher than in 
any subdivision hitherto dealt with, 

The villages were divided into five groups for maximum dry- 
crop rates, with the result shown in the following statement :— 





Diy Crop by Now Sottlomont, 





No of tal. 

one Villagos, ec Ront Tnorongo | Moxtmam 
por cont, | por Acro. 
po Ns rn 

Ta, Ra Ra a 

1 1 8,257 5,114 57-0 2 0 

2 2 2 1,586 2,067 80°3 114 

3 10 11,244 14,820 274, 1 10 

4 2 1,278 1,446 18°6 1 8 

5 2 1,878 1,721 25°38 1 6 

17 18,783 24,668 816 —- 




















Tnelusive of all descriptions of Innd, the revision caused an 
inevease of 52'8 per cent. in the rental, 

Tho lands of the other cighteen villages were intermixed wilh 
those of the first soyventoon. Tho climate, communications, and 
markeis were the samo in both. In the ten years before the flyst 
seltlement the average aren of. waste had beon 5,238 acres, which 
had fallon by 1877-78 to ono of four, Population hind inorensed 
hy 22°9 por cont,, flat-roofed and tiled houses by 182 por cent, 

vor. In 10 
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carls by 121 por cont., and ‘working wells by 868, Thatched 
houses decroasod by 28°8 pox cent. (826 to 250), farm entile by 
19°7 per cont., and ploughs 179 por cont, If thoao Statistics aro 
correct, oconomical farming must}have mado gront progross in the 
thirty years. 

Tho villages were arranged in six groups, with maximum dry- 
orop rates varying from Ra.2 120, fo R.1 6a., giving av increase 
of 848 por cont, exclusive of wator-ratos, and 89 por cont. inolugivo 
of them, ‘Tho averago acre rato voso from 8a, 2p, to La. 2p. In 
a small quantity of rice cultivation a proposed maxiinum of Rg, 8 
gave an average rate of only Rs,2 Sa, 7p., and all new rice and 
garden lands wore asseased at dry-crop rates, Thora waa n total 
area of 1,435 aores of garden Jnnd, for tho portion of which irri. 
gated from channels 4 maximum of Ra. 8 was proposed, 

The result is shown in the subjoined statement :— 











Govornmont Ocoupiod Land. 

at 8 Maximum 
B Old Survoy, Roviaion Survoy. por Acro 
& ny Crop, 

Area, Rent. Aron Teont, Inor. % 

Aoros Ra, Aon os. Tes, Rw a 
1 8 4,875 2,812 | 4,406 | 4,481 | 50-4 212 
2 8 1,844 | 1,126 1,980 | 1,698 | 50% 2 0 
8 2 §,721 8,008 $008 | 4,716 | 570 114 
4 1 242, 124 245 127 Qe 1 12 
5 1 1,887 869 1,481 1,128 | 29:8 lL 8 
6 8 | 22,006 | 10,658 | 22,980 18) 486 | 278 1 6 

.18 | 86,475 | 18,486 | 86,900 | 25, 63 89-0 ~ 














Proposals for tho rovision of the Survey asseaymont in the 
Miaval subdivision, the grontor portion of which was sottled in 
1858-54, wero submitted, and sanctioned by Govornmont in 1887 
for the usual term of thirty years, Considorablo changoa in its. 
constitution had boon made in the moanwhilo, forty-six villages 
having been added 10 it from Khed and. Taveli, and eighty-four 
transferred from it to tho Intior, Ié accordingly now cousisis of 
142 Government and twonty-six alienated villages. It was ono of 


*« 
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the Télukas originally surveyed and agsossed by Mr. Pringle, 
much of whose work had beon confirmed at the settlement of 
1858-54, This arrangement having on the whole proved unsatis- 
factory, both moxsurement and classification of soils have beon 
ye-done under recent orders, with the result that 17,241 old Survey 
numbers have become 80,919 under the rovision, each man’s 
holding being now separately recorded and assessed, excossively 
large fiolds broken up, and all alienated lands divided off from 
those paying rent directly to Government. The difference in the 
general area amounted to only 411 nores in 212,728 in favour of 
the new measurement, 

‘Méval is now bounded on the north and woat by Khed and 
Haveli, on the south by the country of the Pant Sachiv of Bhor, 
and it is separated from the Thaind Collectorate on the west 
mostly by the Sahyddri range. I¢ is gonorally hilly, and divided 
by five spurs from that rango into valleys from west to oast, The 
TndrAini river and its tributary streams drain all but tho southern- 
most valloy, the latter being watered by the Pivana, which through 
part of its course forms tho southorn boundary of the subdivision. 
Along the valley of tho Indrdini run both tho old made road 
petwoen Bombay and Pina and the south-eastern branch of the 
G, I. P, Railway, Tho southornmost valley, that of the Pivana, 
ranks noxt to this in size and accessibility, but the othors contain 
little level ground, and ave difficult of nccoss for wheeled carriage. 
Along tho banks of the Pivana and up the valley of the Indrdini 
to within five or six milos of tho GhAt orest thero is good black 
soil, but the prevailing dry-crop soil is reddish or grey, poor in 
depth and quality, but easily tilled, and capable of yielding fine 
crops of the usual hill products. Rico is raised of peculiar ox- 
cellence, A large proportion of its area, nearly a half, is left 
unoultivated, partly for the supply of Pina with hay and partly 
for grass to be used in the rico lands as xd or ash-manure, The 
climate, as in all districts lying near the Ghats, varios greatly, the 
yainfall at Landvli in the west being about}162 inches in the year, 
at Khadkéla in the centre nearly 70 in, and at Talegdon in the 
east about 40% in. Owing to excessive clearing of forest on tho 
hill slopes, a matter only latoly inken in hand and a remedy bv 
vo-planting provided by the Forest Department, great denudation 

10 * 
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has takon place, which the offorts of genorations will be required 
to countoract. 

The railway has four stations within (ho limits of Méval, and 
at one of them, Talegton, is the principal local markot, which ia 
the depot for the trade between Khed, Junnar, and Bombay. 
Pima is supplied with most of its grass and a good deal of fire. 
wood from the Khadkdla station, Lanivli contains a largo per- 
manont European and Durasian population dependont parily on 
local supplies; and here and at other places thoro nro smaller 
bazaars held, so that on the wholo the subdivision is well off in 
the matter of outlets for its produce, Thore aro hardly any 
manufactures, except that of a little oil from khordent in rude 
mills, 

During tho currency of tho first Survey Jeaso for thirty yoars 
the population in 188 out of 142 villages has inoronged by about 
AQ pox cent,, and now reprosents a density of 158 por square milo; 
this, considering the proportion of hilly and uninhabilable country, 
is rather high, The numbor of carts has incrensod by about 75} 
per cent, and that of agricultural cattle, although iis advanco, 
8:7 per cent., is apparently small, as it gives tho proportion of 
pair of oxen to niue acres of cultivation, has kept pace with tho 
increased area of tillage, 

Tho following statemont shows that prices on tho whole have 
advanced to about doublo in tho courso of tho sottlemont:— 


® Cloanod 
Pofod  , Bajrh. Whoalt, — Riva. 
Bivet yoar of soitlomont . ws, 8H 26 15 
Ton. years, from 1852-68 10 1861 . . 26 ait 18)" 
Second decade, from 1862-68 to 1871-72. 124 10} 7} 
Fourtcen years, from 1872-78 to 1885-86, 15} 12 9 


Not to go into too grent dotnil, tho yotumns for 100 villages 
show that from an occupied area of 28; 925 heres, ngsosgod ab 
Rs, 88,956, in tho year before the introduotion of tho sett lomont, 
cultivation had rison in 1885-86 Lo 69,790 nores, yiclding Rs, 41,886, 
while tho remissions had been nominal, amounting casually in the 
worst yoar to only Re.128, Oolloctions have beon mado without 
difficulty ; ix tho threo last yoars, from 1888-84 (0 1885-86, out 
of total number of 1,787 notices for,the snlo of occupancy 
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rights on account of unpunciual payment of instalments of 
vevenue, the demands of tho Collector haye been paid up without 
requiring the sale of a single field. 

There wore thus perceptible signs of such an advanco in the 
goneral prosperity of the subdivision as to warrant an incroase of 
assessment up to the limit allowed by tho orders of Government, 
and this viow, aluhough objected to by the Survey and Revenue 
Commissioners, has beon adopted by the Bombay Government, 
and finally confirmed by the India Office, In the new grouping for 
maximum rates of assessment the samo principle as that adopted 
ia tho old, via. differentiation according to the change in climate 
from west to east, and proximily to tho main lino of communica- 
tion, has beon adopted, and thore is accordingly little difference 
between the two groupings. 

The first group now consists of fourteen villages in the east, whore 
tho climate is most favourable and the communications best, with 
the station and market of Talegéon; the old maximum, varying 
fyom R,1 6a, in one village to Rs,2 in sovon and R,1 8a, in 
tho remainder, has boon raised to Rs, 2 2a, for dry-crop and Rg, 8 
for rice, . 

The second group, of 67 villages, includes the open country at 
the mouth of the Indriini valloy, the villages on cach side of the 
railway, und the Bombay road as Lar westwards as tho Ghats, and 
thirteen in the valley of the Pavana, which but for thoir inferior 
communications might havo gono into tho first group, The old 
maximum dry-crop rates varied from B.1 4a, to R.1 6m, and 
have now beon raised to R,1 82.; tho maximum rato for rice is 
tho same as in the first group, 

The third group, of thirty-nine villages, lies in the remoter parts 
of tho valley of tho Indvdini and along the northern bordor, with 
a few in the Pfivana valley. Though cqual in climate to the 
second group, the communications of this arc not so good. Tha 
maximum dry-crop rate of R,1 4a, in the majority of these vil- 
Jages remains as before, heing lowored in five from’R, 1 Ga. and 
raised in three from B,1. The maximum rice rate adopted is 
Rs. 7. . 

In the fourth group, of twenty-two villages, sirotching along the 
orest of the Ghits, and in somo cases down the wostorn slopes, 
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the old maximum dry-orop vate of 1 rupeo has algo beon retained, 
and ono of Ras, 6 adopted for rice, The climate hero is oxcossivoly 
moist, and wheoled traffic almost unknown. 

Tho aren of rice cultivation in Goyoinmont land has increased. 
in tho course of the settlement fiom 10,915 neres to 14,786; tho 
avorngo assessment rises from Rs. 2 2a, Op. to Re.2 8a. Op. por 
acre. Tho aren recorded as gardon in tho old Survey was only 
twonty-six acres, assessed at an average of Rs. 11 In, 10p. tho 
aore ; it is now 186 acres, assessed as follows: 

Acros,  <Avorago rato, 
Motasthal (under wells) . . 1 21 8 
Pétasthal (under channels) . 35 810 1 

The rules vegarding non-assossmont at oxtra rates of land im. 
proved at the tenant’s expense, and reducing that under old wells 
to dry-crop rates, havo been strictly adherod to, The gonoral 
effect of the revision is shown below :— 










Fi By Old Survey. By Rovision Survoy, Por 

j | saneennee ont, ; 
Government: Government | Govornmont Me 

Occupied, Occupied, Unoconptod, Total, GxOAEO, 











Aron, Aron Aron, Aron, 
Acros, | Re, | Actos, | 1x, | Acros} Its, | Acros, Re. 
"Liu ib 540 | 12,555 | 16,784 | 15,007] 205] 171] 16,020 | 15,888 | 248 
2 | 07 35,873 94,961 59,918 | 45,801 | $,12% | 1,823 as, 387 | 47,08h | Ut 
8 389 2b, 151 | 12,819 | 27,202 } 16, pt 2 253 667 20,514 | 17,184 | 808 
4) 2a 18,478 Maloal $95} 15,858 71088 ‘593 103} 14, ‘Bat 2s J35 | B84 


aa | 1,10,397 08,250 | 1,18,107 "86,027 | G,104 | 9,704 P3,06,801 





38,001 | 





© 

Tho twenty-five villages of tho Unvoli Tdluka of tho Pine 
(Poona) Collootorate in which revisod sottlomonts have not been 
enmriod out have now boon brought under revision, four of thom 
for the first time, Thoy includo the town of Pina and most of 
tho noighbouring villagos, wilh a fow scattored amongst others 
already sottled. Thoy aro the most favourably situated of the 
whole Qollectorate, being in tho neighbourhood of tho largo 
market of Pana, with its abundant non-agricultural population, 
having five stations of tho G. I. P, Railway and three of tho 
Southern Mabratta lino within their limits, and being otherwise 
woll suppliod with roads for cnvt trefMio, 

The usual statistics which go to prove tho prosperous condition 
of the country and its ability to bear an enhanced nsgessment aro 
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equally favourable in these villages as in the rost of the Tiluka, 
whilst in one rerpect, viz, that of having had a large irrigation 
work constructed in their neighbourhood, some of them have a 
decided advantage. Population, working onttlo, ploughs and 
carts have increased in numbers, with the oxception of the three 
villages in the immediate neighbourhood of Pina; in these tho 
decrenso is nominal in consequence of the people having been 
absorbed in the population of the town itself, 

As much as 86°6 per cont, of tho Survey fields aro in the hands of 
the registered occupants, and 11'8 are sublet for cash and grain rents, 
In sales of land, voluntary and by order of the civil courts, twenty- 
six times the assessment on the lands sold havo beon realised, and 
in a hundred cases of lease nearly five times that assessment have 
been paid, In a hundred casos of mortgage without possession 
land asseased at Rs. 1,847 stands security for Rs. 17,186, and in a 
hundred of mortgage with possession land rated at Rs. 1,488, an 
area of 1,477 nores is held for payment of IRs,85,096. Tho 
revenue has been collected with ease, the remissions granted 
having been incousiderable, and the area of cultivation and waste 
at the commencoment and end of the Survey lease have boon ro- 
spectively 14,215 and 19,111 and 8,986 and 142 acres, Thus, 
practically spenking, there is no waste left for extension of culti- 
vation, 

The maximum rates of assossmont for dry-crop anda adopted 
on revision and iho reasons for thom have already boen given for 
the whole Haveli Taluka, and thoso adopted in tho twenty-five 
villagos are severally the same ns those of tho villages of tho group 
in which they are situated. 

‘With regard to lauds watered from channels supplied by the 
iigation lake of Kharakvasl4, mentioned above, the maximum 
vate of Re, 8 in Loree for the rest of the Taluka has been raised to 
Rs, 10 in the three villages of the first group close 10 Pina, on 
account of their superior position, In rice Jands a maximum of 
Ra, 6 has been taken in place of Re.4 to Rs, 5 adopted in tho 
villages already settled, ‘Land under new wells has had no water 
assessment placed on it, whilo what is under old wells and what 
has been converted from dry-crop to rico have beon assessod within 
the maximum dry-crop rates. 
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Garden Jand has increased in aron from 484 to 1,001 novos. 
Its avorage assossment is increased from Rs.2 On. 2p. to 
Rs, 8 8a, 4p. in consequence of improved factlitios for irrigation * 
aupplicd by the State. 

The area of rico land is grentor by 710 acros, and its avorngo 
assessment is increasod from RB. J 15a. 7p. to Ra. 2 Lda, por acre. 
Tho goncral financial regult is an enhanced demand of Is, 10,682, 
but of this Rs. 627 are duo for water-rato, Tho goneral avorago 
rate has risen from 10a, 6p. to R.1 On. 7p. Tho total inorenso 1s 
one of G8 per cent., but exclusive of wator-rato 60 por cont, This 
being in excess of the 88 per cent, permitted by the rules os the 
limit beyond which assessmont is not to be vaiscd on revision in 
any group of villages, a spocinl remission of one-sixth of the 
assessment on cach Survey field has boon ordered for the whole 
feriod of thirty years for which the new rates aro to continuo in 
force, 

It has beon pointed out by tho Survey officors that the literal 
carrying-out of this order will not have the offect intended, but 
will result in some cases in tho enhancement still remaining con- 
siderably above the per-centago dosired, and in othors in bringing 
it down far below that standard. In addition to this, it will 
violate in some cases tho supplementary rule that tho inoreaso in 
any single village may bo as high as 66 por cont, Notwithaland- 
ing this 1cmonstranco, the Bombay Governmont have rimply 
adherod to their first order, and nssigned no rengon for doing so, 
The complication that will be caused in tho villago rovenuo papars 
in consequonco may woll bo imagined, whon it is romomborod that 
ach villago contains somo hundreds of Survoy flolda, flvo-sixths 
only of the recordod assessment on cach of which will now bo 
brought to account and one-sixth shown as yomiasion ovory year, 
In those twenty-five villages the wholo wero re-monsured and the 
soils classified again, 

Fivo villages of the Bhimthadi Téluka, in which tho original 
settlements woro atill in force, woro brought under rovision in 
1890, and have had new ratos applicd to thon similar to those of 
tho villages of the sovoral groups in which thoy lie, ‘'Lhore is 
nothing peouliar in the circumstances of these villages requiring 
special notice, They have shared in the prosperity of tho re~ 
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mainder of the Tiluka,and, being scattered in different directions, 
havo rightly been grouped with adjacent villages for maximum 
rates, The enhancement in four has been well within tho limits 
assigned by the rules; and although in the fifth the increase is 
considerable, above tho 66 per cent. allowed by those rules, Go- 
vernment havo not seen in its circumstances sufficient reason to 
direct the strict enforeoment of the laticr limit. It would have 
been better if strict principle had not been acted up to in tho 
twenty-five Haveli villages montioned above, whore there wore 
really strong reasons for it relaxation. 
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AHMADNAGAR (AHMEDNUGGER). 


Tus Ahmadnagar Collectorate lies to the south of Nasik, between 
18° 20! and 19° 59' N. Jat, and 78° 40' and 75° 48’ T long, Ivis 
bounded on the oast by the Nizim's torritories, and on the south 
and west by Sholdpur and Pina, touching Thin in tho Akolé 
Piluka, Its area is 6,666 square miles, and, according to tha 
census of 1881, it had a population of 112°69 1o the square mile, 
It is irregular in shape, somewhat resembling no slanting cross, 
and is about 120 miles in length and 125 in breadth. Ono ‘Taluka, 
Jénikhed, is isolated in the midst of the Niztim’s torritorios. Jt 
contains the eleven subdivisions of Koparghon, Novdsa, Shivgdon, 
Nagar, Karjat, Shrigonda, Pirner, Sangamner, Akold, Réhuri, 
and Jimkhed, Its vornacular is Mahratti, 

On tho acquisition of tho torritories composing tho old Ahmad. 
nagar Colleatorate, inclusive of » portion of what now bolongs to 
Nasik, botwoon 1817 and 1822, from tho Poshvf, tho NizAm, 
Holkar, &e,, the country betweon the Chandor hille and the Bhima 
xivor was plaged under tho charge of Onpt, Pottinger. Order was 
oasily rostored, for the country was exhausted, and tho people wil. 
lingly obeyed any power that could protect thom, ‘Tho Koli and 
Bhil Nafks, who held the country near the Sahydris, wore sent 
fox, and their allowances and villages confirmed to them on con- 
dition that they should keep the neighbouring country quiot. ‘Tho 
district thus enjoyed more complote rest than it had for many 
years, 

A¥é this time the country was almost ruined. According to My, 
Mounistuart Elphinstono, the east of Gangthadi, though open and. 
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fertile, had beon almost without inhabitants since the famine of 
1808-4, In Nevisa at that time only twenty out of 180 villages 
remained inhabited. Between this and Ahmadnagar matters were 
hotter, and to the south of Ahmadnagar there was much rich 
cultivation, but still in 1819 more than half of the land was wasto, 
and in Parner, next to Sirur in Pina, the country was  wilder+ 
ness, Subsequently to 1822, cessions and exchanges of villages 
have beon carried out as late as 1870. 

Few traces of early Native systems of revenue management 
remained on the introduction of British rule. One of these was 
the division of the land into munds, kds, and taka, or thika, A 
mund was an aggregate of many fields or tikas, the assessment 
being fixed on the former in a lump sum, notwithstanding any 
variety of lands contained in it, In the settlement of Ads, 
or small cstates, the division of village lands was into smallor 
portions than munds, and. the assessment on each ids was the saute. 
A traco also romained of the tankhd, or village yental, introduced 
by Malik Ambar, the Ministor of Ahmadnagar, in about 1600 to 
1626. It was an imitation of what had been done in Khindesh 
and Gujardt by Akbar’s Minister, Todar Mal, after careful esti« 
mates framed of the produce of land, of which one-third was fixed 
on each field as the share the State was ontitled io, It was not 
fixed permanently, but reprosontod the standard sum payablo in a 
normal year, Malik Ambar gave tho 1yoba joint intorest with 
tho State in the land by revising and confirming the mght of here. 
ditary ocoupancy under the mirdst tenure, Different desoriptions 
of land, such as jirdyat (dry-crop), bagdyat (gardon), and tart 
(rice), woro recorded. .in a bigha, which was equal to about three- 
quarters of an acre; but the farming system of the Mahrattas 
intervened and obliterated all traces of a regular system, No 
reliance could be placed on village recoids that were found oven. 
sionally in existence. The ryots apportiqned the villago lands in 
munds among themselves, according to their known productiveness, 
but on unknown datu, When any mund land was relinquished, 
ib was let out at istdvd, or gradually-incrensing rents, until the 
original standard was reached, It was a permanent rent and not 
increased in the case of outsiders (uprt), Cesses had beon com- 
mon among the Mahrattas, but weie abolished under British rule. 
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In Ahmednagar Miréadars were about equal in numbor to the 
ordinary tonants, and had the privilogo of paying dry-erop ratos 
in garden lands, which was not the cago in Pina, whoro thoy wore 
in tho proportion of three 10 one. 

Tho ratos of agseasmont wore estimated to equal from a maxi- 
mun of Rs, 3 in dry-crop toa minimum of da. and in gardon from 
Rs. G to R,1 Qa, 

The fixst record of a separate rovenuo for Almadnagay is in the 
accounts for 1820, when tho total (inclusive, probably, of mohtanfi, 
taxes on trndos, and adyar, miscollancous, such rs spirits and 
Aruga) appears ag Res, 18,24,428 fiom Ist May 1819 to 80th April 
1820, In tho noxt yonr this fell to Rs, 16,385,708, in consequence 
of tho transfer of Sivner (Junnar) and Indipur to Pina, Owing 
to tho transfor of Barsf to Sholipur in the next year, 1821~22, 
the revonuo again fell to Rs, 15,84,527, In the following yoar, 
agin, thoro was x nominal incronse of Rs, 56,016 in consoquence 
of tho annexation of somo of the Sholdpur Tilukas formorly in 
Dhirvir, 

With tho abolition of the farming system Captain Pottinger 
adopted that of sottlemont with individual ryots, mado oithor by 
himself or by his Mémlatdirs, in conjunction with the Patols or 
villago headmon, tho horeditary district officers, Dashmukha, 
Deshpindis, &e,, being consulted as little aa possible; for ho 
found thal they plundored both the Government and tho ryol, 
About a week before he was to arrive in n subdivision ho sent 
word that tho villago headinon and accountants (Kulkumis) should 
bo summoned, and slatomonts of oullivation of onch village, shows 
ing inovenao or decrenso, mado out in a given form. On hia arrival 
at a villago thoso woro inspeetod, and tho corrootness of tho roturns 
tosted by clorks sout out to difforont villages, If anything wrong 
was discovored, tho headmen wore made responsible and punishod. 
Aftor theso investigationg tho ryols of somo of tho nenvoat villages 
wero summoned, and a kuludr, or rayatudrt sebtloment mado, patés 
or yourly agreement being givon io the poople, Tho Mémlntdérs 
or Kumévisdars settled all tho CoNestor could not himeelf got 
through. All vostrictions on romoving or disposing of oops was 
done away with, ond six instalments wore fixed for tho payment 
of tho revonne, Oul of 100 ten parts wore to bo paid in Novem. 
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ber and December, and twenty in each of the four months from 
January to April, inclusive, About one-fifth of the revenue was 
usually unpaid at the ond of April. 

This was of great advantage to the people, as it enabled them 
to pay their ronts from the sale of their crops, without having to 
borrow money. Village expenses were fixed at 6 por cont of the 
village rentals; the amount was strictly adhered to and a refund 
enforced if it was exceeded. Uprie and outsiders were allowed to 
come in and settle on exactly the same terms as old residents, and 
anybody who chose to do so was allowed to go away; the latter, 
however, was merely a nominal permission, as no one felt disposed. 
to leave British territory. For lands that had lain waste for some 
years leases for from four to eight years at gradually increasing 
rentals (istdvd) were given; when lands covered with brushwood 
were taken up, they were allowed to be rent-free for one or two 
years, and when waste was converted into garden land five years 
of istévd wore gonerally gianted, 

As it was found that the headmen throw obstacles in tho way 
of strangors getting leases, for fear they should obtain mirdst, or 
horeditary rights, the power of granting such leases was trang. 
forred to the Mémlatdirs. Myr. Chaplin, the Commissioner in the 

«Deccan, objecting to several things in the existing practice of 
granting leases, proposed that in all tetdévd leases the holder 
should have a separate record for fields under such senses, and 
others on which,full ront was paid, the area in bighas and the 
yout of each to be specificd; and that registers of all individual 
Jeasea should bo furnished to the Collector’s office, all changes 
being noted at the annual settlement, 

Between 1825 and 1828 a survey known as the Old Deccan 
Survey was introduced into part of Ahmadnagar; this seems to 
have been somewhat on the plan adopted in the Ceded Districts 
of Madras, but neithor its measurements nor classification of soils 
were evor put to any use, Of the numerous cesses that had been 
established under the Mahiatta Government tho most oppressive 
were abolished, and the rest continued, Owing to all theso mea- 
sures, by 1821 about 390,000 bighas of waste land had been culti- 
vated, and Captain Pottingor wrote in 1822 that if i, had not been 
for the cholera, which had raged, the change would have beon 
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quito surprising. Up to 1822 prices wore still fairly high, and 
tho tillngo of wasto had gone up to 500,000 bighas; but with the 
ond of this poriod » fall in tho valuo of grain had sot in which put 
atop to this rapid rate of progross. Javdri foll from 30 lo 90 
seers the rupee, and in 1828-24 the aren of tillnga Loll from 
2,154,826 Lo 1,981,182 bighas, tho gross xovonue from Rs, 25,50,580 
40 Ts, 22,04,590, and. a rise took placoin remissions from Rs, 97,420 
to Res, 2,96,400. 

In 1823-24 tho rainfall was short, and in 1824-25 it was worse, 
In the latioy yenr tho area undor tillage roxo slightly, but tho 
yomissions gmounted to Res. 10,20,000 and tho rovonuo foll to 
Rs. 19,60,000. Pricos, in addition, continuad to fall, and in 1826 
cultivation fell to 1,804,000 bighas, and remissions rose to nbout 
Ras, 2,50,000, Mr, Dunlop, who became Collector in 1825, and 
wroto in Decombor 1826, saw no hope of improvomont. Thoro 
was no local domand sufliciont to absorb tho produce of oven a 
fair harvest, and the distanco from wator-carvingo and markots 
rendored tho surplus grain of little value. He thought some 
good might bo dono by encouraging horso-breeding, His viows 
wore tinged with an extra tint of gloom, probably from his 
having beon accustomed to Gujarit, whoro the land was muoli 
more fortile and tho peoplo bottor off, Ile, howovor, introduced 
a useful roform in tho shapo of an improved system of village 
accounts. In 1828 a gonoral roport on tho rovonuo sysiom, &o., 
of Ahmednagar was sont in by the Oollector » this only oxplaing 
in somewhat moro dotail what has alroady beon anid on tho 
Bubjoct, 

Prom 1828 on to 1882-88 the scagons wero moro ox Joss un- 
favourable, but. in 1883-84, in consoquence of tho good sonson, 
‘the revenue rvoso to Re. 18,099,600, a highor sum then had boon 
colloctod for ton years, Tho remissions in this year woro alill, 
however, Ra. 2,81,039, pnd in the ton preceding yonra had once 
reachod Rs, 9,81,884, and never been less than Rs, 1,88,778, 

In tho noxt fow yonrs a certain partial amount of roliof was 
afforded by the romission of wator-rate (pda-bharit) and tho 
reduction of dry-crop and garden assossmonts in 1885-86, as well 
as 1886-37, oxtending to Sangamnor, Nevden, Ahwadnagar and 
Karda, as woll as by the nbolition of land custome to the extent 
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of Rs, 1,64,000 in 1887-88. In the fourteen years ending with 
the latter four Jakhs of rupees had been written off the books ag 
remissions, and in 1837-88 the revenue stood at Rs, 12,65,060, 

Tt was still found that the rates were too high, and there was 
little chance'of veal iniprovement until they wore so reduced as to 
do away with the necessity for annual remissions, Tho Collector was 
authorized to undertake this, and in this and tlie following your 
reductions to the extent of Rs, 26,460 wore carried out, Between 
1828 and 1888 much more detailed village field registers and 
other village accounts were introduced, which gave trustworthy 
data for fixing the annual settlements, Orders were also issued 
for the leasing out on favourable terms of deserted and decaying 
villages. On the whole the area of tillage had increased, but this 
was attributed by the Collector to the grant of leases of land at 
low rates, and not to any gerteral improvement in the condition of 
the people, 

In 1888-89 there was again another failure of crops, and remis. 
sions to the sum of Rs. 8,69,800 had to be given. Advances were 
made for the construction and repair of wells, but what was still 
more important, a plan of survey and. settlement prepared by Mr. 
Goldsmid was submitted to nnd approved by Government, It 
was divided into two branches. Mr, Goldsmid was to bo in charge 
of the survey of the villages in the plains (desht), and Mr. Tytler 
presided over that of the ding or hill survey. The account of 
tho latter will be found under tho hend of Nasik, to which as a 
Sub-colloctorate the country then belonged; this was not finished 
till 1847-48, 

During the years 1839-40, till the Survey settlemont was com- 
menced by the adoption of the plan carried out under Mr. Tytler 
in Nasik, in the ddng or hill portion of tho Akolf subdivision, in 
1848, no general moasure of reform in the revenue system of Ah- 
madnagar was proceoded with, a few local revisions only boing 
carried out with the help of Mr. Pringle’s measurements in the 
south, by the Collector and his assistants. 

In Akol4, which was the most western portion of the district, 
there was but little level Innd; the soil was poor, the rain plentiful, 
and the torrents so numerous and strong, that dry-orop land bnd 

+ often to bo banked like rice to prevent its boing oaried away. 


Be 
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Tho peoplo wore mostly poor, and tho prosaure of population only 
BBS to tho squmo mile, ‘hore wore only two wookly murkots, 
With no manufactures worth tho name, no made roads, and tho 
stagnation of trade, thoro was nothing 10 reliove tho pressure of 
tho pooplo on tho soil for subsistence, The Kolis, who formod 
half tho population, were caroleas, thoughtloss, aud improvidont, 
genorally m dobt, and given to plundoring. Tho only peoplo 
fairly woll off woro tho Kiuadis, a shopbord tribe, No part of 
Almadnagayr called for roform more urgently than this, 

In the 112 Government villages of Akolé four systoma of 
verlising revenue oxisted. First, the bigha role (bighavnt) in forty, 
the plough-tax (dotbandi) in thirty-five, tho nakta chil, or onshe 
rate, in thirty-seven, and tho wood-nsh (dali) rate, found moro or 
Jess in thom all. ‘Tho first professed to divide tho lands into 
fields, recorded in a flold-rogistor (nwmber-kharddé), but thoro was 
neither measurement nor classification of soils, ‘Uho bigha was of 
every sizo, from half an acre to two, three, or four acros, and in 
the forty villages thoro wore twenty-five different rates, oach village 
gonorally having from three to six, Tho Kulkarnis also lovied 
cortain grain feos and 8a. in cash on ovory thirty bighas, Tho 
plough-tax was a tax on ploughs—two-bullock, four, six, and eight. 
bullock, ‘Tho rates wore forty-three in number; each villago had 
commonly threo or four rates, and theso were halved and quartorod. 
Any little ciroumstanco, at tho pleasure of the Kulkarnis, changod 
tho plough-rato, such as loss or inorense of bullocks, or tho aren 
of oultivetion; any addition to a man’s family or establishmont, 
andl othor causes, would lead to the incrense oy dearonso of na wholo 
or part of a plough. Plough-tax was recaloulatod overy yon, tho 
Kulkarni asscssing nominally on the Patol’s information. hero 
was in reality no system, and tho assossmonts could not bo 
checked, . 

ho nakta chal, ox oash system, was fixed after tho following 
fashion, ‘Cho ryot’s power of paying, tho number of his bullooks, 
pastures, and family, wore said to be the chiof oritorin in fixing 
the assesement, bub tho lump assessment was changed ovory yony 
for such causos as tho loss of a son, of partner, or a bullock, which 
made it fall, Similarly, whon 2 man’s cultivation or moans in- 
orvonsod it xosc, No toast of this was posaible, and it was nover 
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attempted, The Kulkarnis levied in addition cortain grain and 
cash fees, 

The fourth system was that of taxing dali, or hill land manured 
by wood-ashes. Tho rates wero fixed by the Kulkarni according 
to the ryot’s means and power of paymont: a single man half a 
rupee, a married man a rupee, and so on; and tho Kulkarnis 
levied two annas a holding in addition to grain fecs. 

The whole tendency of all these but the first was to check in- 
stead of fostering industry and labour, The rates were apparently 
not heavy, but none of the people were in good condition. 

Under Mx. Tytler the lands of all the better kinds of dry-crop, 
rice, and garden were minutely measured, classified, and assessed. 
Poor and hilly lands not admitting of measurement were leased in 
a lump to the people of each village, each individual having his 
own holding and payments defined by the settling officer, and 
recorded in a separate lease, signed, and given when’the rates 
wore fixed, 

The 110 villages were divided into three groups, The first held 
forty-four, which had as nearly as possible all arable land classi- 
fied and assessed separately. The second held thirty-three villages, 

«in which all rice land was alone measured separately and classified ; 
and the third had thirty-three villages, in which tho rico land was 
., measured into fields but not classified. The rates wore (1), wilt, or 
round sums imposed on all lands incapable of measurement in 
each village; (2), yico land rates; (8), dry-orop rales for lands 
capable of measurement; and (4), garden rates, Tho term of the 
lease was limited to five years, The rice land, in oight classes, 
bore rates from Rs.24 to 12a, The dry-crop had nine classos, 
varying from R.1 Qa, to 4a, The 216 acres of garden land were 
divided into twolve and five classes, according to whether it was 
channel or well watered. In the former Rs, 74, and in the latter 
Rs. 2} were fixed as the maximum, the average on tho former 
being Rs. 2 lla. ip. and in the latter Rs,2 7a, 8p. The now 
rontal exceeded the average collections of twenty-nino years by 
Ras, 5,180, or as Rs. 27,480 is 10 Rs. 22,300. The probable collec- 
tions were ostimated at Rs. 28,864 for 1848-49, The rates wore 

sanctioned by Government in January 1849. 
At the time of the first settlement Ahmadnagar contained filteen 

VoL. IZ, il 
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subdivisions, six of which now bolong to Nisil, under which thio 
otails of thoir sattlemont have boon given. Tho romaining nino 
yore soltlod between 1848 and 1888, with penornl results os 
follows :—~ 


OM Rontal, Naw Rontal, 
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North « + ~} 1818-59 | 69,257 | 1Bb1-88 | 78,909 | 1852-59 | 55,161 | 1883-54 at 
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A settloment was intioducod into tho plain (deshd) villages of 
Akolé and Sangamner in 1848, A’kol( was tho more westorn of 
tho two, and its desht portion, with a largo part of Sangamnor, lay 
betwoen two of tho eastern spuis of tho Sahyddri range. Tho tivo 
aubdivisions had on thoir north Sinnar (Nasik), on tho south Jun- 
nar (Pina), and on tho west the Sahyfdris and Igatpuri (Nasik), 
There was a marked difforonce of climate, Tho noighbourhood of 
tho hills anvod Akolé from droughts, but Sangamnor, lying to the 
onat, sometimes euffored soverely from want of ynin, ‘ho propor 
tion of carly and Jnlo crops was as two to gno in Alcold, and ag 
throe to two in Sangamner, The averago novo rato had hoon ovor 
a rupees, which in both fol) till about 1886-87, nfter which Lhoro 
was o alight rise, ‘Tho iates of villages in both woo lowered from 
timo to time as the excons of tho old assossment was discovored 
by tho local authorities. In 1886-37 tho rates of forty-four vil- 
lngos in Sangamnor wore lowored at onco, ‘Lhis was immediately 
followed by ineroased cultivation. In tho ton years onding in 
1827-28 tillage roso from 52,770 bighas to 58,921 in the nino years 
onding in 1846-47, and collections from Res. $1,670 to Ra, 58,640, 
In Sangamnor the 1iso in bighas under cullivation was from 
69,506 Lo 96,286, and in collections from Rs, 65,960 Lo Hs, 61,080. 

Survey operations began in 1845 and woro comploted in 1847, 
As the country was much out up by ravines, and thore was w 
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difference in depth of soil in every field, both measurement and 
classification of soils was unusually difficult, 

The fifty-six Akolt villages were divided into three groups of 
twonty-cight, twenty-five, and throo villages, at maximum rates of 
Rs, 2, Re, 1$, and R,1 8a. respectively. In garden land tho rates 
already in force in Chindor wore adopted, viz. :—For channel- 
watered a maximum of Rs,8, and minimum of Rs.8; and for 
woll-waterod, from Rs. 4 to Rs. 2. 

Ags the grouping of villages for maximum ates according to 
climate and mmkets had not at this tamo become a distinctive 
feature of the Survey settlement, the above grouping was probably 
based generally on soil-classification, as im Sangamner, whee tho 
dry-crop rates wore nine in number, ranging from Rs 1} down to 
8a., to swt the nine classes of soil. The gaiden land in San- 
gamnor, which was entirely well-watered, was assessed as in 
Akoli, 

The following statements show tho general result of the settle. 
mont in the two subdivisions :— 


Axozh, : 

Total Villages, 56, : 

Former Gross Rental (Aamdl), Rs, 88,980; Former Collections 
plus Village Officors’ Grain Foes, Rs. 52,050; Survey Total As- 
dosyment, Rs,55,470; Avoraga Old Rate, exclusive of Teos, 
Rel Oa, 4p. ; New Average, inclusive of Fees, 12a. 5p.; Deoreaso 
on Tillage of 1846-47, 194 por cont. 

, Tho total assessmont under the new was thus o roduction of 
noarly 84 per cent, on the old Mahratta kamdt, or nominal rental, 


“ Sanaanor. 


Total Villages, 104. 

Former Gross Rental, Rs.1,71,690; Former Collections plus 
Grain fees, Rs. 56,700; Survey Total Assessment, Rs. 71,780; 
Averngo Old Rate, exclusive of Fees, R.1 In. 8p.; New Average, 
inclusive of Foes, 8a, 8p. Decrease on Tillage of 1846-47, 103 
por cant, 

Tho now total assessment was a reduction on the old Mahratia 


kamdél, or nominal rental, of 58 per cent. 
ll * 
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Tho following shows tho noveago, asacasmont, and avorago rato 
of dry-crop and tho two iho-vp pecelpilons obo of ixvigntod land :—~ 
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Tho subdivision of Rthuri was tho next to como under 
settlemont, in 1849-50, It had Pitoda (Nasik) to tho north, 
Novdsn to the cast, Karda and Ahmadnagar to tho south, and 
Snugamner and Sinnar (Nasik) on tho wost. It had 126 villagos, 
100 of which wore undor direot Government managemont, and tho 
rest cither wholly or partially alionaled, ‘Tho subdivision lad 
suffered much in the Nativo wars boforo British rulo, Tho land 
measures had been changod at various times to euit the conya. 
nioneo of tho Governments for tho timo boihg, but tho last gonoral 
soitlement of any iraportance was that when Naxo Bipuji Nagarker 
was Subehday in 1759-60, when tho land was monsurod and the 
alze of tho digha adjuated to the diferont Aeseriptions of soil, thue 
making the bighw a monsuro of quality and not of quantity, 

From 1802-8 till 1818 tho Mahratta farming systom dostroyod 
all traces of regular monsuros and assosements, and when British 
rule was introduced in the latter year it was found impossible 
to trace and restore tho original divisions of tho villago Innda, 
Bofore 1825 it was tho ousiom in doubiful cases to monsuro & 
holding, and{if its extent in bighas wns found 10 oxeood that 
yecorded in tho villago papers, tho excess was assessed ab tho usual 
rates, This naturally did moro harm than good, as tho now bighe. 
was a fixed quantity, and the old varlod with the quality of the 
Tand, 
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In 1825, when Mr, Pringle’s survey was about to be introduced, 
the aggregate aren of all the holdings in ench village was com- 
paiod with the total (rakbd) of ils Innd, and where they did not 
tally the excess or deficioncy was recorded in the villago papors. 
No oxtra assessment was, however, levied on this account, and 
the measuro had no practical resuli. No change was effected by 
this old survey, which did not last lung, and only a few villages 
were measured and classified under it. 

In 1888 field registers were prepared, but no general 
Maensurament was made at any time, and till 1849 the revenuo 
officers had no proper data on which to frame the true estimate 
of each man’s holding, In the meanwhile the rates nominally in 
existence during Mahratta iule were continued, In 1886-87 and 
subsequently these were lowered at different times, some of them 
by as much as one-fomth; but the reductions failed to improvo 
tho condition of the subdivision. Tho average assessment in the 
thirty yonrs ending in 1848 was 18a, 8p. the acre, This was 
making allowance for included portions of waste land in fields, 
and in many cases people probably held more land than they were 
debited with in the accounts, Making allowances for hereditary 
officers’ fees, and the assessment of garden lands included, dry- 
crop lands probably had paid not more than 18 or 14 annas the 
core, 

Throughout the whole ante-Survey period (1818-1849) sintistios 
of tillago avon and remissions show that tho subdivision was much 
reduced and impoyorished. In the thirty yenva ending in 1848 
tho avorage aren under cultivation was about 61,000 out of 200,000 
acves; it never amounted in a single year to half the arable area. 
At the time of settlement Réhuri was in a worse condition than 
any subdivision hithorto settled. The people had little capital 
of any kind. There were only 8,475 working bullooks, propor. 
tionately less than that in any other settled subdivision, and thoro 
was less land used for garden and superior cultivation than in 
any other but Pitoda, The manufactures wore of an inferior 
description, and of limited amount. Trado was confined to tho 
export of grain and sheep and the import of the fow domestic 
articles the villagers required, Amidst the genoral poverty only 
the Mérvfri (money-lender) thiove. Few ryots could bear the 
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logs of a bullock, or any ordinary calamity, and in a bad season 
most wore foroed to leave aud seck work in Bombay in order 
to live, 

Thero was only ono leading road for traffic within tho limita of 
Réhuri, viz, thet from Ahmadnagar towards Niigik and Malogion, 
but that oven, in somo places, was bad. Merchants resident ab 
Boldpur, Bihuri and Vimbori bought most of the local produco for 
export to Wigpur, Pine or Bombay, Of tho 101 Government. vil- 
lnges 2 maximum dry-orop rate of R.1 8a, was proposed Lor sovon- 
toon, one of RB. L Ga, for thiity-threo, and ono of R,1 du, for the 
yomnining fifly-one, Tho ayerago old dry-ciop rato from 1825-26 
to 1846-47, a8 far as this could bo ascaiained from unroliable 
villago records, had been 18 or Idannas. Tho Survey ratos gave 
an average on tho cultivation of 1847-48 of 11 annay, and on tho 
entire arablo avon of On. Bp, Thoro woro 2,170 acres of giurdon 
land, watorod from 949 wells; oxcopt in bad yonrs tho profit of 
this kind of cultivation was small, Tho maximum proposod was 
Rs, 6, with an avorago of Rs.2 Qu, 8p. ; the proceads wore Rs, 4,720, 
ox Rg, 890 over tho collections on garden land for 1847-48, 

Tho following shows the genoral result of tho new scttlo- 
mont :-— 

Villages, 101, 

Past Collections of 1825 to 1847, Rs, 64,928; Colloctions of 
1818 io 1848, Rs. 97,210; Survey Assossment, Js, 1,20,000. 
Tnoroase, 28'4 por cont, 





NEVASA, 


The subdivision of Novdsa was noxt sottled, in 1851~b2. Tt lay 
do tho enst of Réhuri, and was bounded on tho enst by Shivgfon, 
on the north by the Nizim’s tenitory, and on the south by 
Abmadnega, The setilomont affectod 149 villages, the remaining 
sevenleon being cither wholly or partially alienated. According 
to tradition Novisa, undor tho old Ifindu Governmont of tho 
country, had been highly civilized and prosporous, but had sut. 
fered severely in the wars between the Mahraitas and tho Nizim, 
and subscquontly in the disputes between tho Mohvatina thom. 
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selves, Plundering Bhils and tho Pondhivis, with tho famino of 
1804, combined to eomplete its ruin, so that only twenty-one 
villages romained inhabited and the country bocamo covered with 
brushwood. 

Befora the establishment of British rulo the revenue manage- 
ment had been as unsatisfactory as in the remainder of the 
Peshvi’s teriitories, It was traditionally said to have been 
settled by Malik Ambar, but it was doubtful whether tho bigha 
yate (bighant) found in existence, which was continued up to tho 
sottlement of 1852, was introduced by him or by one of Shth 
Jehin’s officers, to whom the kmgdom was entiusted on tho 
break-up of tho Nizim Shahi kingdom in 1686. The rahba, or 
total aroa, of each village, was said to have been ascertained 
partly by measmement and partly by estimate, the sizo of the 
digha sometimes varying even in{the same village, The tantha 
was supposed to be Malik Ambar’s gross xental, and was alloged 
by tho horedilary district offices to havo been equal to one-fourth 
of the gross produce in kind converted into monoy on an averago 
of past prices. The Mahratta gross ental was called the hamdl, 
and tagfir was said to be the difference betwoon the Mussulman, 
and Mahraita renials. Niro Bipuja in about 1759, amongst other 
reforms, introduced tho bigha that varied in size with the quality 
of tho soi], Before Bajirdo’s farming system was introduced the 
ryots wore doalt with divectly; bub after it tho uaual chaos was 
found to exist: thencoforward not any particular aren tilled, bub 
tho crops stacked and stored were considered the best oriteria of 
tho power of a villago to pay revenue, although yearly zotumns 
continued to be made by tho villago officers as a matter of form. 

In mirdeit lands tho rates were not always changed, but in others 
temporary rates or leases were given to get the lands cultivated, 
and pattie or cesses were levied in addition, 

Tn the year after tho commencement of British rule, the Mah. 
yatta hamdl, long yirtunlly abolished, was assumed to be that by 
which the future revonue collections were to be adjusted, and tho 
village officers were required to give statements of tho rates levi- 
ablo per bigha in cach holding. Few authentic records wore Lorth- 
coming, and the rates adopted were mostly arbitrary, In cloven 
villages munddbandi (lump assessments on ontire holdings) were 
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found to prevail. Gardon rates variod from Ra. 84 to R.1. In 
some villeges there was only one rate, and in somo the guden 
Innds boro only dry-crop assossmont. 

In 1836-87 tho dry-crop rates in fitty-cight villegos and those 
of some holdings in others were lowerod by about 28 per cont, 
The garden rates were not changed, but in forty-six villages a 20 
adjusimont of the bighas under ench well was made, and a reduction 
thus offoctod. Mo systomatic attempt at a gonoral revision of 
ratos was evor mado, but partial reduotiona or romiasions wore 
allowod whoro it was found the fall in prices had mado the woight 
of assessment too heavy. 

In 1827-28 tho lands of 180 villages were measured undo My, 
Pringlo’s Deccan Survey, but tho monsuremonts were not used, 
and up to 1838-84 no proper detailed field-registors wore propavad. 
When they wero thon mnde out, tho boundarios of holdings woro 
not ascorlained by actunl inspection in tho field, and no monsura- 
ments wero mado to Ax the aren of cach holding, hoy wore thus 
very inaccurate, and in tho new Survey many of tho flolds could 
not be identified. It had always beon the qustom undor British 
rule to allow the partial cultivation of holdings, ‘This causod 
groat confusion in the accounts, and mado it impossible to ascer- 
inin accurately the nobual oxtent of cultivation, ‘ho portions loft 
waste wero roughly ostimated, and the assosament remibted, 

During tho first yenrs of British rulo no aitompt was mado to 
cheek this, but aftor 1888-84 o Lost was tukon hy tho Mdmlalddr'’a 
oslablishmont, assistod by tho hereditary district ofleors, ox, in 
caso of suspicion of fraud, by the Collector or his assistant, 

Tho romedial measures alluded to abovo had little bonoflaial 
resull, and from Rs. 1,60,720 in 1847-48 tho vovonuo fell to 
Ru. 82,150 in 1850, ov nearly 50 por cont, It had never beon pos» 
sible to collect tho full nominal assessment, notwithstanding the 
romissions freoly given; and although tho lund was forlile, not 
half of it had been under tillago for many yous. Such was the 
atnto of affairs when tho Survey operations commoncod, Tho 
local trado was inconsidorable, but there was a large through 
traffic, of cotton from Boriy by the Jour Pass to Bombay, and of 
snlt and other goods from the const inland. In addition to Novdsn 
there were about eleven markot towns, and about half the grain 
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of tho country was exported. The local manufactures were incon- 
siderable. 

The population of Nevdsn, at 8,268 souls, was tho largost, none 
of the other towns containing over 1,000, The poople wore some- 
what bettor off than those of Réhuri and Sangamner, A few 
ryote had farms of 200 acres, and had thirty.or forty bullocks, 
but were mostly deeply in debt, the average debt not boing loss 
than Rs, 100. Most were Mirdsdars, or heveditary occupants, 
10,520 out of 17,163 Survey numbers being found to belong to 
them. Three maximum rates of assessmont, viz., BR. 1 4a. RB. 1 Qa, 
and R.1, were proposed for three classes of villages, seventeen, 
ninety-three, and thirty-cight in number respectively. A maxi- 
mum of R. 8 was fixed for garden lands, of which 2,947 acres wera 
watered entirely from wells, The average, Ra,2 2a, 7p. was 
R,1 10a, 8p. less than the old average. The total Survey rental, 
inclusive of wuslo, exceedod the collections under the old system 
by 45 per cont. : 

The following statement gives the details :—~ 





Former System, Survey, 





Vil. Land under Tillage, Waste, Total, 
‘Ingos,] Assass: | Acro 


mont, Rato, AL 
Avon, |A88088-| Acto ABa0RS: Asaona: 
+ [mont, |Rato| 4% f ment Aron. | “ont, 








Ra, Rs. pe | Acros, Ra, |a, p| Acros. | Rs. AoLOR Ra 
Nv 19,100 tl 4] 26,005] 12,988] 7 4] 22,770} 9,185] 10,795] 21,528 
93 | 1,185,295 | 1 1 7] 105,080] 62,270] 9 G1 103,473 | 42,107 | 208,29 | 1,04,407 
sg | 27,482 | 1 1 0] 25,811] 19,013]8 1} 84,700} 11,042] 60,577 | 24,055 





"18 | 1,01,787 | 1 0 5| 187,920 | 87,071 | 8 10{ 101,000 | 03,274 | 918,836 | 1,00,0185 














The following shows the assessment on the different desorip- 
tions of Government land in the subdivision :— 


Dry-crop: Aren, 820,715 acres; Ra. 1,46,774. 
Garden: Aroa, 2,976 acres; Is. 6,488, 
Total: Area, 828,691 acres; Rs, 1,563,212, 


Rs. 8,176 on 7,699 acres wore also assessed as quit-rents. 
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The horeditary officers did not collect grain Loos from the ryols, 
and all abolished monoy levies woro included in tho Survey ratos, 
in order to prevent their direst lovy in future. 


PATODA, 


Karda, tho largest subdivision in tho Collectorate, was the noxt 
settled, in 1851-52, It was boundod on the north by Sangamnor 
and Réhuri, on ihe east by Ahmadnagar and Korti, and on the 
west and south by Junnar, Pitbal, and Bhimthadi in Pina, Tb 
hold 145 Government villagos, with twonty-sovon partially nnd 
forty wholly alonated. Thovo hnd been a gootl deal of transfer of 
villages backwards and forwards between Pina and Ahmadnagar, 
and Kardn was found m 1852 to bo too largo for proper manngo- 
ment, It had boen a good deal plundaod by Molker and others 
at tha commencomont of this contury, but had not sufforod so 
much as Nevisn, * 

In 1818, when it came undor British rule, ils revonue systom 
was in an equally chaotic slate, ‘Tho sizo of tho bigha varied moro 
than in Nevisa, but it was on the whole largor than olsowhoro, 

* Tho old assessments wore vory irregular, The mundébands ond 
bighavnd systoms provailod ox wore renewed, and tho uaual patch. 
work: systom of veduoing 1ntos hore and there whoro thoy seomod 
to pross most heavily was adopted by the Collector, but apparontly 
not with auch good effects as in Novisn. 

In tho ently years of British rule tho collections in Karda in 
proportion to ita resources wore so much highor than in Novdsn 
that, in spito of tho later remissions, tho revenuo nevor vocovared 
in the foimer to the samo oxtent as in the latter, and cultivation 
‘was nevor go high ns in tho first fivo years nfler tho accossion of 
British power. Tho Survoy officors were of opinion that oven with 
moderate assessmonts Karda would not speedily reeovor its propor 
condition, Gommunieations woro inferior, and of hirdly any use 
for whooled traffic, In the matter of markots the southorn part 
of Karda was better off than Nevisa, on account of its nearnoss to 
Pina aud Almadnogar, In tho north the villages wore unfavours 
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ably placed, having no large markets near, and their means of 
communication with other quarters not boing good. The local 
manufacturo of a little coarse cotton-cloth and a few blankots was 
unimportant, Girtr, on the high-road to Prina, and tho head- 
quartors of tho Pina Tlorse, was tho chief market, containing a 
fair number of tiaders in good ciicumstances, some of whom ox- 
ported grain in largo quantities, 

Of the 25,152 Survey holdings, 14,608 were mirdai and 10,549 
gotkuli (hereditary ond those that had lost their hereditary 
holders), and of tho former 5,856 wero tilled by the Mirdsdars 
themselves, 3,606 ware waste. 

Tho 145 Government villages were arranged in six groups for 
maximum dry-cop rates ranging from R.1 8a, to 1da, The 
twelvo that formed the first class lay on an elevated table-land on 
the hills running through tho centre of the subdivision, Thoy 
had a superior climate; their position with, reference to Ahmad, 
nagar, Pina, and Sirir was very good, and they yielded specially 
valuable wheat, Thirty-one villages with a maximum dry-crop 
rate of R.1 6a. formed the second class. Tho lands of seventeon 
of them lay close to tho north of the group of hills of which 
mention has beon made. Their climate was as good as that of 
the first class, but thoir position with regard to Pana and Sirkr 
was not so good. Tho Mahdlkar{’s station of Vasunda was in- 
cluded in thom, and tho remaining fourtoen lay to the south or 
aouth-west of thes table-land mentioned, and included tho Mém. 
latdar’s station of Parner. Their position for markets was good, 
‘but the climate not so favourable as that of tho first group. On 
the other hand, water for irrigation was plontiful, 

Forty-three villages, with 9 maximum of R.1 4a., formed tho 
third class. Five of them, on high ground to the north of the 
Mula river, had an equally good climate as tho first class of Rahuvi, 
put their position with regard to markets was inferior, Their 
produce had to be disposed of in Rhuri’ and Sangamuer, Tho 
Jands of the remaining thirty-cight were partly hilly, and they lay 
to tho south and south-east of the second class, Thoy had a good. 
position with regard to markots, but their climate was inferior to 
that of the more northerly villages. Forty villages, with a maxi. 
mum of R, 1 2a, formed the fourth class. Ten wor in the valley 
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of tho Mula, Their climate was good, but thoy wore out of tho 
way of markots, Wator was scarce in somo villagos, and in othors 
cultivation was diMoult, as the arable lands wore mostly on plo 
toaux, while the villagos lny in hollows, ‘ho romuining thirty 
villagos wore similarly situated to tho third olasy, lying to tho 
north, oxcopt that tho climate was bad. ‘ho fifth class consisted 
of sixteen villages, with a maximum of R.1, Ton wero in tho 
yolloy of tho Bhima, and thoir climate was inforior 10 thet of tho 
moro northorly groups. Tho remaining six villagos wero in tho 
south-onst, near tho hills, ‘Thoy wore not so well situatod, cithor ns 
yogards climate or markots, as tho other villages of this alas, 
The sixth class consisted of threo villages in tho oxtrome south, in 
tho valley of tho Bhima, with a vory uncertain climate and a stilt 
soil, gonevally requiring much moisture to be able to bo worked, 

From additional oxporionco acquited in tho course of this 
sottloment, tho classes of eleven out of tho 145 villugos wore 
changed, bub in other yospeois the yates proposed woro found 
suitablo and wero introduced. Tho garden land of Karda waa 
partly channel-watored. In some villages the gardon husbandry 
was superior, and tho neamess of Pina and othor largo towns 
admitted of a ready sale for garden produco, Tor ninoty villagos 
in the contre, favourably situated for markots, a maximum woll- 
wator rato of Ra. 4 was proposed, and for tho remaindor, in tho 
north and south, nob so woll placed, ono of Rs. 8, Lheso woro 
highor than the Réhuri and Novise rates, As a maximum a 
channol-wator rato of Rs, 6 was adopled, and for lands watored. 
from both channols and wells intormediate rates, 

In 1852 thoro wore 5,188 neros of gardon land, tho assessment 
of which came to Rs, 18,400, an averago of Its, 2 On, Op. tho novo, 
A. comparison with tho old averago rate is impracticable, on 
account of the groat irregularity of the formor assessments, 

Tho alluvial or dhelf lands on tho banks of tho Bhima wore 
assessod at vatos varying from Ra. 2 toR.1. On svventy-cight 
acres of this land tho average Survoy rato was R17. 7p. A 
amall oxtra vate of from 8a. to 1.1 was imposed on land watored, 
from dams during a portion of the your, which wore thua enabled 
to raise suporior crops. 

Tho general effect of the settlement was to lower the revenue 
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on Innd under cultivation from Rs. 1,69,888*to Rs, 98,286, or 
42 per cont, and the average acre rate from 1lq, 11p. to 6a, L1p,, 
as shown below :— 


























Old Asgossment Burvoy, 
Ona.) Vite Cultivation, ‘Waste, Total, 
ngos. Assoas- Ayo- 
monty} -saRes Agsoss-| Avo- JAgwoaa- Agwoaa. 
Aroa. /"mnont. | ago. | 47% |“ment, | 47° | “mont, 
Re. |a, p.| Aores.| Rs, jm, p.] Aoros. | Rs. | Acvos,) Re 

z 12 12,808 | 15 o 12,827 | 5, 6 ¥ 3,213 | 1,004 | 16,080 6,502 
a BL 49,270 | 14 0] 86,174 | 28, 8 2) 25,487) 8,059 | 81,661 | 87,102 
8 42 40,083 | 12 0] 62,428 | 27,041 | 6114 82,269 | 11,070 94,007 | 88,111. 
4 40 3, 9 9} 71,986 } 25,6; & 9) 35,270 | 18,494 | 127,208 | 41,107 
5 16 14,045 | 11 0] 20,808} 8; OTL] 29,127] 9,456 | 40,405 | 18,052 
6 8 3,089 | 187 8,583 } 2,825 | 10 5 2,000 473 5,583 2,708 
Total| 145 | 1,69,683 | 11 11 | 227,816 | 08,286 } 6 11} 147,865 | 40,000 | 874,081 | 1,44,882 








The offects of the Survey varied greatly in different parts, in 
cousequence of the irregularity of the old assessmonts, as well as 
from reductions in enrlior years having reduced them as low as 
they needed relief :— 


Survey 1851-52. 


Old rates: Average, 1818 to 1851, 121,648 acres; Collections, 
1850-51, Ra, 1,02,014, 

Oultivated; Arona, 227,816 acros; Rs, 98,286; Romissions, 
Re, 24,404; Collections, Rs, 78,833, 

Waste: Collections, Rs, 5,868. 

Total: Collections, Rs, 79,696. 


Collections of 1852-58 under tho Survey, 


Oultivated: Arena, 261,728 acres; Res. 1,04,646; Remissions, 
Ry, 942; Collections, Ry, 1,08,704, 

‘Waste: Collections, Rs, 5,282, 

Totnl: Collections, Rs, 1,08,986. > 


The result of the introduction of the now rates thus seems to 
have been an immediate rise, in the first year of thoir adminis. 
iration, of nearly Rs, 80,000 over tho collections of the year of 
settloment. The remissions, oo, suddenly dropped to a nominal 
sum; but no argument can be based on this, as the remissions in 
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the yoar in which now yaios ao introduced consiat, ns a rulo, 
of litte more than the difforonce betweon the old and tho now 
rates. ’ 





ATMADNAGAR (NAGAR). 


In tho samo year the new sattloments wore introducod into the 
gubdivision of Ahmadnagar, usually called Nagar for brovity’a 
suke., At the timo of settlement it had on ils north Rahimi, on 
the north-east Novdsa, on tho east the Nizhm's forvitory, on ihe 
south and south-west Karda, and on the south-cast Korti, Of ite 
109 villages, eighty-five were Government, ton parlly and Lourtuon 
wholly alienated. It had passod. through many changos botweon 
1818 and 1852, and in the cighty-five villages appear to bo included 
to alionated that lapsed boforo and thyeo that Iapsod aftor the 
settlemont in tho latter year, ‘Tho tavkha is supposed to havo 
beon fixed by Malik Ambar, as clsewhoro, Névo Bipuji eaniod 
out reforms here also, and introduced the bigha varying according 
to the quality of the soil, Ile appears to have confirmed tho mit 
débands tone whore ho found it in oxistonco, 

Tho total rontal imposod by tho British ub tho commencomant 
of thoir rulo seoms 10 havo beon an atlompt to resloro Néro 
Bapuji’s assossmont, which was highor than tho Mussulman denkhe, 
and than the ratos in forco in the disturbod timos bofory tha 
British conquost. ‘Theao assossments proved vory high, and the 
country became rapidly ruined, Thon commonecd tho partial 
Joworing process doseribad under other subdivisions, The dry- 
oxop rates wore lowered on tho avorage about 84a. in tho rupee, 
aud gavdon rates about 540 In somo cases the mundibandé 
aystom wos partlially re-introduced, ‘who honvy rales had rosullod 
in Nognr, in 1882-88, in a fall of rovonue, fom 1821~22, from 
Rs, 1,81,000 to Bs.28,000, Botweon 1838-34 and 1850-54 tho 
rovenuo did not fluctuate so groatly as in Karda, owing, possibly, 
40 tho abolition of transit, dulios and othor oppressive tuxos. ‘But 
in placo of nny advance in prosperity thero was a rapid fallin the 
tio or threo years precoding, Thore could bo no doubt of overs 
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assessment, if this could take place in the immediate neighbour. 
hood of a large and thriving city like Ahmadnagar, 

Several lines of traffic passed through the subdivision, but there 
were no mado roads. Ahmadnagar was the head-quarters station 
of the Artillery and a regiment of Native Infantry, and had o 
population of nearly 80,000 of its own, with 1,822 hand looms in 
it, in addition to a few otheis in the surrounding district, There 
was a large manufacture of carpets and brass cooling-vossels. 
There woro six other market towns, but ndne of thom of any im- 
portance except Valki, which was the largest cattle market in this 
part of the Collectorate, The people on the whole were not woll 
off, but many found employment about the cantonment and in 
hiring out their cattle with themselves as drivers for the transport 
of merchandise. Some of the poorer classes made money by pro- 
viding firewood for the camp, near which the ownors of gardens 
were especially flomishing, Of 14,487 Survey numbers, 9,184 
weve held by mirdsi ryots, and 5,858 were deserted, alienated or 
barren, 

The Nagar villages were better off with regaid both to climate 
and markets than those of Nevidsa, and could pay a higher dry- 
cYop assessment, For dry-crop assessment threo classes were 
arranged. Tho first, of forty-six villages, with a maximum of 
B,1 6a., was in the centre of the subdivision. Somo of the 
villages were close to the town, and those that wore nol were on 
main lines of road, Those were the richest in garden lands. Tho 
neat class, of twenty-five villages, with a» maximum of R,1 da, 
wore inferior in position for markets to thoso of the first clags, and 
threo had not # good water-supply. Four of the eleven, that 
formed the third olass had a good climate, but were badly placed 
for markets. The remaining seven were in the extreme south 
near Korti, had a poor climate, and wore far removed from Ahmad. 
nagar. The maximum dry-crop rate of this group was T.1 2a. 
Most of the garden lands were watered from wells, but some from 
dams. Tho lands nearest the town, had a maximum garden sate 
of Rs. 6; others not quite so near one of Rs. 5; the remaining first, 
and sccond clags villages ono of Rs, 4; and thoae of the third'class 
wee lowered to Rs.8. Tho highest channcl-water rate was fixed 
at Rs, 6, except in one valuable garden (the Fara garden), whore it 
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wos Tts.10, As thero wore many siillod garden onltivators nony 
tho town, thore was no doubt that, with a boltor supply of water, 
much moro gardon produco might bo raised, 

The avorago rato on 4,802 acros cnmo to Rs. 3 Qn. 8p, tho 
assossmont being Res, 15,090. Tho old averngo was estimated ab 


Re, 4 14a, 
Tho vosults of tho now rates wore ag follows ;— 
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Compared with former assossmonts tho results woro ng fol. 
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taso-51 | 77,008 | atc728 | ‘aiast | 8is07 | zio1o | saior 


Survoy : 
1851-52 D1 ,244 B1,274 8,015 | 69,820 5,772 58,101 
1862-58 1,00,10L | 67,019 610 | 87,808 | 6,110 THe 


Tho averago acre reo bofore tho sotulomont was oatimatad nt 
18a. Lp, ‘Tho Survey aoiw rato on tho wholo arnblo Iand euno to 
8a, 8p., and on the cultivation of 1851-52 to 10a, Bp, or a voduas 
tion on pnat payments of about 25 por cont, ‘Tho returns for 
1852-88, the yoar aflor tho avttlemont, showed an immodinte 
inerenav of 15,217 nore’ in cultivation, and of Ra dd,711 in the 
collootions, only nominal remissions remaining, 
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KORTI, 


In February and March 1858, the subdivision of Korti was 
settled, It was bounded on the north and north-west by Karda 
‘and Nagar, on the south-east by Karmiéla (Sholépur), on the 
south-west and west by Bhimthadi and Indépur (Pina), and on 
the east and north-oast by the Nizim’s territories. It hold 187 
villages, of which 106 wero Government and fouieen partly and 
seventeen wholly alienated. In the beginning of the century it 
had suffered so severely from the depredations of Holkar and 
others that only the large towns remained inhabited. The maxi- 
mum Mussulman rental (tankhd) was, as usual, attributed to Malik 
Ambar, and the Lamdl, that of the Mahrattas, to Ndro Bipuji. 
All camo under the-Mahratta farming system. 

The British management in its earlier periods was similar to 
that in other subdivisions, The lands were measured by Mr. 
Pringle’s {establishment in 1826-27, and some classification was 
done, but no settlement was attempted, Shortly after British 
accession forty-soven dry-crop rates, varying from R,1 6a. to 
8a. Op. por bigha, were introduced, and thirty-six garden rates, 
from Rs, & to 1030, The bighas wore in most cases, howover, 
probably measures of quality rather than of quantity, as there 
was frequently but one dry-crop and one garden rate for the whole 
of a village, In eighty-cight villages the Collectors, between 1884 
and 1887, reduced the dry-crop rates by about da. 7p. in the rupee, 
and the garden rates of four villages about 4a, 2p, in tho rupee. 
The fluctuations of tillage and collections had Leen greator than 
in Nagar and Nevdga, mostly on account of the uncertainty of its 
yainfall, bul they had varied very similarly to those of Karda. In 
Korti the fall between 1821 and 1838 had been 51 per cent. of 
cultivation and 88 per cent. of collections, compaied with 89} and 
724 per cent. in Karda, Between 1842 and 1845 Karda collections 
fell off 66 per cent., and those of Korti 75 por cent, ; and. botween. 
1847 ond 1849 the former lost 85} and the latter 55 por cent. 
The average yearly remissions in Karda were Rs, 84,540, oy 22 per 
cent, of the revenue, and in Korti Rs, 81,560, or 81} per cont, 

Thore was no made road in the subdivision, but several of tho 
country tracks were passable for carts, There were three prin. 
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cipal lines of traffic, Tho first camo westwards from Birsf and 
Karmala, through the centre of the subdivision towards Pina and 
Bombay; and the second from the Bélaghit country and Kharda 
in Jimkhed also towards Pina, The third led fiom north-west 
to south-east from Nagar to Karméla and Sholdpur. Of five 
market towns, Srigonda (or Chambhérgonda), belongmg to Sindia, 
a large and wealthy place, was the chief. The manufacture of 
coarse cloth was comparatively unmportant., The general poverty 
of the inhabitants did not admit of a very brisk trade. A. good 
many people left the subdivision, especially in bad years, to look 
for employment elsewhaie. A few had sheep and cattle, and wore 
fairly off, but the majority were poor. Of the 28,058 Survey 
numbers into which the Jand was divided, 7,854, or not quite a 
third, were held by Mirdsdars and 2,686 were waste, 

The 106 Government villages were thown for dry-crop 
maximum rates into three groups, at R.1, 14a, and 12a, respec- 
tively. The first, of fourteen villages, was in the valley of the 
S{na, close to those of Nagar. They were tho nearest to the 
market of Nagar, and their climate was superior to that of 
the villages in the Bhima valley. Nineteen villages were placed in 
the second class, Of these six were in the Bhima valley and near 
the R.1 gyroup of Karda, Their climate was rather better than 
that of the villages farther south, and they were near Srigonda 
and well placed for other outside markets, The remaining thir- 
teon were in the valley of the Sina near tho villages of tho first 
class, The third class consisted of seventy-three villages; nine- 
teen of these adjoined some of the second class, but they were 
farther both from Nagar and Pina than the villages in the Bhima 
valley. 

The remaining fifty-four villages were in that valley, and had 
@ very inferior climate, some of them suffering from a want of 
water, but were fairly well placed for the Pina market. Lower 
diy-crop rates were fixctl than for Karda or Nagar, as its climato 
on the whole was worse, as well as its situation with respect to 
markets, and its husbandry in some respects also inferior, It was 
one of the worst subdivisions in the Deccan, and could not bear a 
heavy assessment, The garden lands were almost entirely woll 
watered (motasthal), and the crops inferior except in a very few 
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villages, A highest rate of Rs.8 only was imposed on somé 
villages near markets where vegetables and garden produco could 
be disposed of, and in others one of Rs.23. For lands watered 
from dams (bandird) 1 maximum of Rs.5 was imposed; the 
average came to R.1 18a. 7p., the old average having boon 
Rs, 2 14a. 8p. Alluvial (dheli) lands on tho banks of the Bhima 
had a maximum of Rs, 14, and tho average was R.1 1a, 5p, The 
goneral result of the new assessment in the three groups of villages 
is shown in the annexed statomont :— 





Pormer Survey 








Assesemont P 
Vil- 
Tages. Cultivation, ‘Waste, Total, 
Assess: | Avo. 
mont | rage, ‘A - ie R 
seese- | Ave B8CBR+ SSBB 
Aron | “nent | inge, | 47@* | "ment, | 426% | nent, 


























Rs. a, p| Acres Rs, |a. p.| Acres, Ra, Aces Ra, 
u 40h | 7 9 19,686 | 7,155 | 5 10 18,217 | 8,936 82,853 | 11,001 
10 20,92 |8 Of] 41,805 | 12,067 |5 0} 28,186 | 7,000 70,051 | 18,067 
73 70,199 | 9 O} 40,870 | 41,026 | 4 9] 97,380 | 22,084 | 238,250 | 61,010 


100 1,089,687 | 8 8 | 102,980 | 62,018 | £ 11} 198,783 | 93,020 | $41,103 | 95,068 





























The immediate lowering of demand was thus Rs, 47,5389, or 
48°83 per cent, below tho collections of former years; but a margin 
for probable recovery was left in tho large aren of arable land, 
188,788 nores, aesossod ot Rs. 83,020, still unoccupied. ‘Tho 
average assessment under tho old sysiom was about 6 annas; on 
all the arable land the Survey iato was da. 6p., and on the culti- 
vated area of 1852-58 dia. L1p.; 2 decrease of la. Ip., or about 
18 per cont, on past payments. Tho following statement shows 
tho details in different descriptions of land belonging to Govern- 
ment :— . 

Dry-crop; Area, 838,298 acres; Assessment, Rs, 89,755. 

Garden: Avea, 2,870 acros; Assessment, Rs. 5,318. 

Total: Area, 429,459 acres; Assessment, Rs. 95,068, ‘The total 
area here includes unarable land. 

The fees of village officers, abolished as dircet lovies at tho 
settlement, had amounted on the wholo to about Rs, 6,080 por 
annum in addition to the ordinary assessments, 

12 * 
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SH{VGAON, 


In 1858 0 revised settlement was carried out in Shivgion, The 
Shiygion subdivision lay in the Bhima valley, and its villages 
were much intermixed with those of Nevisa, by which, and Nagar, 
it was bounded on the west; on all other sides it was surrounded. 
by the Nizim’s territories. From the middle of the 18th cen- 
tury it had been held jointly by Sindia and Holkar; the sharo of 
the latier came to the British in 1818, but Sindia continued to 
hold his when the Survey was introduced. In the early years of 
this century it suffered from the Mahrattas, Bhils, and Pandharis 
alike, Sindia, Holkar, and the Peshva’s posts, instead of protect- 
ing the people, appeared to haye seized every opportunity of plun- 
dering them. The old Mussalman tankhé rental was found by 
the British in force, no Mahratta kamdl having been fixed. The 
rude Mahratta revenue system prevailed, as elsewhere, In 
1818-19 the heaviest old realisations were assumed as the proper 
standard, and pioportionate rates were distributed over the 
several holdings, varying from Rs.2 to R.1 for dry-crop and 
Rs.8 to Rs. 14 in garden land. The dry-crop rates of fifteen 
villages were between 1884 and 1887 reduced by the Collector 
20 per cent., and the garden rates in thirty-three about 58 por 
cent, 

The mundabandi system was still in force in some places at tho 
time of settlement, The accounts were in bad oider; in all 
respects the revenue management had been the same as in noigh- 
bouring subdivisions. The assessment on the whole had been 
comparatively light, and the subdivision had comparatively pros. 
pered, ‘The garden lands were richer, the fluctuations in revenue 
had not been so great as in Nevdsa, and the remissions, instead of 
18 per cent.,as in the latter, had been only 10 per cent. Between 
1821-22 and 1824-25 the fall of revenue had been 21 per cent., 
between 1826 and 1833 41% per cent., between 1842 and 1846 
29% per cent.,and between 1847 and 1850 87 per cent, as com- 
pared with 863, 58}, 494, and 49 per cent, in the same periods in 
Nevisa, But the assessment had been uneven, and out of 1,388,841 
arable acres only 85,468 were occupied, It was not soawell off for 
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markets-as Nevdsa. A good deal of cotton weaving was carried 
on within it, There were fair markets both inside and near the 
subdivision, the chief of the latter being Péthardi and Bodegion. 

Of the 1,764 account holders (Khitedars) 1,148 were said to be 
in debt. Of 9,764 Survey numbers 6,844 were mirdsi holdings, 
and 2,212 were waste. For dry-crop maximum rates the Shiygdon 
78% villages were divided into four classes, with rates from Rs. 1} 
to 14a; these wero the same as the Novdsa rates except in the 
case of eight outlying villages in the north-east, 

The first group, of eight villages, were in the south-east near 
the hills, 2 continuation of the corresponding Novdsa group; it 
had a good climate and was near Pithardi. Thirty-nine anda 
half villages formed the second class; it was a continuation of the 
R.1 2a. group of Nevisa, lying to the north-east of the first class. 
Some of the villages in the hills wore better off for climate, while 
those in the plain were the same for markets. Twenty-threo vil- 
Tages with a rupee rate formed the third class, and eight with a 
rate of 14a, the fourth class. These villages had not so good a 
climate ag the villages near the hills, and wore also farther from 
markets, Some of them had been forsaken through the effects 
of over-assessment. In lands watered from wells the Nevdsa 
maximum of Rs, 8 was adopted, and lowered for nine villages not 
well placed for markets to Rs.2}. For channol-watered lands, 
which were poor and of small area, a maximum of Rs, 5 was fixed, 
and gave an avorago of Rs, 2 In. 2p, 

The gencral results of the revised rates were as below :— 





Old Assessment Survoy, 





“Vil. Cultivation, ‘Waste Total, 
Inges| Aasoss- | Acro 
ment. | Rate, 








acon, |Agsame | Ave. | aon, | A850") anon, | Anions 

Rs, |Rs.a p.| Aoves,} Re, & p. | Acres, Ra Acies, Ra, 

8 7414 127} 0,497 4055] 8 5 | 10,548 4,186 10,085 | 9,141 
80% | 28,422 18 8| 83,160 | 10,88 | 9 7 | 29,620 } 11,031 62,795 | 81,760 
23° | 16,586 15 5} 17,242 9,885 | 8 8 | 26,012 8,317 48,881 | 17,052 
8 2,038 [1 2 0] 4,018 o2 | 8 a | 4750 | 1,505 6,077 | 2,587 





783 | 34,400 14 1] 61,766 | 85,117 | D9 1 | 71,575 | 26,020 | 198,811 | 61,146 
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The comparative results were as follows :-— 





Cultivation 
Waste, | Total. 





Years, 


Assossmit, 


Area, Remissns | Collectns 











d 
Acros Ra, Rs, Rs Re Res 

1818-1852 | 55,468 | 47,297 | 4,948 | 42,854 | 1,667 | 44,021 

1851-52 58,115 | 46,947 | 1,984 | 45,018 | 1,677 | 46,590 


Survey: 
1852-53 64,766 | 85,117 | 2,221 | 32,896 | 1,120 | 34,016 


The decrease on cultivation by the Suvey in the year of sottle. 
ment was Rs, 12,117, or not quite 27 per cent, while theve was 
® probable margin of Rs, 26,029 from the cultivation of land still 
waste. Ra. 2,040 of extra levies on account of hereditary officers’ 
fees were also absorbed in the assessment, 

















SIVGAON, 

The fifty-nine villages of the Sivgfon subdivision, recoived from 
Sindin in exchange for othor villages in 1862-68, were settled in 
1869 according to the genetal method of grouping adopted in the 
rest of the subdivision, but with slightly increased rates, which 
tho intermediate rise in prices justified. The villages were intor- 
mingled with those of the original subdivision, and were grouped, 
with maximum rates, as follows ;— 

6 villages at 2 maximum of R, 1 6a. adjoining the old first group, 
the maximum of which was R, 1 da. 

15 villages to the south and east of the Jntter, and one on the 
Godavari, with the same maximum as the old fiat gioup. 

16 villages at R. 1 Qa, to the north and enst of the old fist group 
and on the Goddvazi. : 

22 villages in the south and south-east of the subdivision and 

he to the north of the old third group, 


The general result will be seen from the following statement :— 
Five yeara’ average revenue, Rs. 68,513; Average of 1862-68 
; and 1868-64, Rs. 58,546 ; Remissions, Rs,280. Year previous to 
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settlement, Rs. 74,579 ; Remissions, Rs. 851. Now Rates on Dry 
Orop, Rs. 58,874; On garden land, Rs, 4,086 ; Total, Rs. 62,960. 

This was a decrease of Rs, 558 on the five years’ average, an( 
of Rs,11,970 on the revenue of tho year before the sottlemont 
A. great deal of wasto land had already been taken up in antioipa 
tion of the settlement, and more was agroed to at the settlement 
Bs. 68,201, the total assessment, inclusive of unoccupied waste 
was Rs. 4,688 in excess of the five years’ average, so that th 
actual deficit, when the wholo of the waste land was taken up 
would not be great, The 1ates were guarantecd for a period that 
would cause the guarantee to expire with that of jthe 1emainde: 
of the subdivision. 





JAMEHED, ‘ 

Jamkhed, the last subdivision of the Collectorate, came under 
revision m May and June 1858, It lay east of Shrvgéon and south 
of Korti, and was formed of seyoinl detached villages or groups of 
villages, generally surrounded by the Nigim’s territories, th 
laigest lying in the valley of the Sina, at some distance to the 
north-east of Korti. It had seventy-five villages, of which fifty. 
nine wero Govornment and ten partly and six wholly alienated. 
Most of the villages were acquired from the Poshvé in 1818-19 
but it recoived other villages from time to time. Karnila (Sho- 
ldpur) was transferred to Nagar in 1824-25, and re-tiansferred in 
1826-27, and made into a separate subdivision in 1835-26. These 
villages axe stated not to have como under tho farming system, 
but to have been managed by Government agents, 

Shortly after the accession of British rule rates wore fixed in 
the same way as elsewhere, Twenty-four rates in dry-crop, 
varying from Rs, 2 to 4a., and in garden twenty-one 1ates, varying 
from Rs. 6 to R.1 6a. Munddébandi still continued in two villages 
at the time of the settlement, 

About 1886-87 the Colloctor lowaied the dry-ciop rates in 
eighteen villages about 24 per cent., and tho gardon rates in six 
about 46 per cont.; but, with tho exception of these partial ro- 
visions, the system of revenue management remained the same dt 
elgewhore. Tho assessment on the whole having been heavier 
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than in Shivgdon, the progress of Jamkhod had. not been so satis- 
factory as in the latter. Remissions had been 14 instead of 10 
per cent, Collections never rose so high subsequently as in the 
first years of British rule. 

Between 1847 and 1852 there was a grent decline in cultivation 
and collections. The comparatively large amount of capital in 
Jimkhed, and the profits derived by the ryots from other aources 
besides that of agriculture, enabled them fairly to keep up their 
cultivation, If the assessment had been fair, there was enough 
of farming capital to have kept almost all the arable land undor 
tillage, wherens on an average 70,000 acres had remained waste, 
and there had of late years been a downward tendency. 

The communications of the tract were fairly passable for carts 
except in the north. The villages were well placed for the markets 
of Pina and Ahmadnagar, and the thriving town of Karda, in the 
Sina valley, was frequented by traders from distant parts of the 
country, The former disturbed state of the country had induced 
the immigration of many moneyed and industrious settlers, There 
were 125 families of weavers in Karda, and 200 looms elsewhere. 
The circumstances of the J&mkbed ryots varied greatly. The 
majority were as poor as elsewhere, but many headmen -and 
leading ryots of the Ménur region were well off, the Ménur hills 
affording good pasture. Some ryots tilled lands in the neigh. 
bouring NizAm’s territory, and many profited from the residonce 
of traders and money-lenders, who would under other cireum- 
stances have settled in that territory. Of 12,848 Survey numbers, 
4,311 were held by Mirdsdars (2,500 by themselves), and 745 
were waste. 

The fifty-nine villages were arranged for dry-crop maximum 
rates in four groups. The rates were similar to those in Shivgéon, 
They also corresponded with two Nagar and two Korti groups to 
a certain extent. The Northen Jémkhed villages had a better 
climate, but were worse off for markets, The Southern differed 
little from the neighbouring Nagar and Korti groups as regards 
either climate or markets. 

Twenty-six villages, with a maximum of R,1 4a. formed the 
first class, Of these three were in the high land called the Bfld- 
ghit, and twenty-three were scattered in the hilly country between 


La 


AHMADNAGAR. 185 


the BAlaghat and Shivgdon. Their climate was good, as well as 
the husbandry, and they did not feel the disadvantage of distance 
from large markets in consequence of the number of resident 
traders and manufacturers, Twelve villages in the S{na valley, 
immediately below the Bilighat, with a rate of R.1 2a., formed 
the second class, Their climate was not quite so good as that of 
the first class. Their position with regard to markets was good, 
but they were hampered by transit dutics in tho neighbouring 
Niztm’s territories. Tighteen villages scatteicd in the Sina valley, 
with an inferior climate and position with respect to markets, 
formed the third class, with a maximum of R,1; and three vil- 
lages, with an uncertain rainfall and no peculiar advantages, 
formed the lowest class, with 1 maximum of lda, The same 
water-rates, both in well and channel-watered lands, as in Shiv- 
géon, were applied, and gave an average rate of R.1 18a. 6p, 
The following statement shows the detailed results :— 





To.men Ratos, Smvoy. 
Vil. Culttyation, ‘Waste, Total, 
Tages, | Aneoae AvoAgG OS | ee 
ment, 7 
Assess. | Aves Ausegs- Aszoss- 
Aron. | “non. zage, {| Axe | “ment. [8 Are. | ahent, 
— 





























Ra, ft, pe | Acres, Ra a p. | Acros, Ra Acres, Re, 
26 | 86,615 | 12 6 | 46,071 | 22,487 | 7 8 | 27,416 | 10,817 74,887 | 82,834 


12 | 18,597 | 12 7 | 28,638 0,515 } 6 6 {17,490 | 5,711 40,968 | 15,226 
18 | 12,100 | 11 & | 17,603 7,000 | 7 0 | 19,1568 | 6,208 80,719 | 18,808 
8 8,811 811 | 5,900 | 2,100 | 5 7 | 5,800 | 1,875 13,550 8,475 











5O 5 70,048 | 12 1 | 04,002 | 41,702 | 7 1 | 0,bO2 | 28,041 103,624 | 05,498 











The comparative results were as follows :— 














Oultivation, Waste, Total, 
Year. 
Aron. { Assossimt. Romine] Collectna. |Coleatns, | Colloctns. 
Old: Acros. Rs. Re. Rs, Ra, Re 
1818-1852 | 90,044 | 64,500 | 8,996 | 55,504 | 1,217) 56,721 
1851-52 [64,978 | 61,098 | 7,081 | 54,017 | 2,962 | 56,979 
Survey: 
1852-58 94,062 | 65,483 _ _ _ 63,488 
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The old collections averaged 9a. 10p., on which the Survey 
average 7a, 1p. showed a reduction of about 28 per cent, Res. 2,780 
in the shape of hereditary officers’ fees were absorbed in the new 
assessment. The increase over the old assessment of the year 
befoie the settlement was Rs. 4,335 only, and over the average 
from 1818 to 1852 was Rs, 938; but there was a possible increase 
from. the taking up of waste lands of Rs, 28,641. 

The circumstances under which the Survey settlements came 
into operation in the Ahmadnagar Collectorate were not favourable, 
ag, although the claims of tho village hereditary officers had been 
absorbed in the new assessment, they were allowed to continue 
for some unexplained xeason in the subdivisions settled before 
1851. Notwithstanding this, the following statement shows an 
increase in cultivation and collections for the sixteen yenis ending 
in 1869 in the six south-east subdivisions :— 





Rubdivi- Avernga of Average of 
1853-1869, 


Exner Of 1868-60 Cultivn- 
a10n Poumer Syatem. tion, 


Avs 
1864-1869. 











Acres. Rs. | Acres Rs “| Abres, Re, 


Acres, Re, 
Nevasa- ~ | 120,602 | 1,01,528 | 275,785 | 1,36,100 | 908,821 }1,44,497 | 905,521 | 1,47,655 
Karda - «| 212,191 | 1,21,648 | 930,569 | 1,290,903 | 955,577 | 1,88,77£ | 356,850 | 1,80,677 
Nogar ~ - 12,007 156,852 | 88,768} 171,771 | 92,939 | 178,929 | 98,003 


rr ‘80,200 
Kortt - + | 185,361] 69,287 | 300,877 | 89,250 | ; 898,107 | 93,827 | 399,31 
Stvgaon -| 5,468 | 49/954} 119,183] 54,645 | ‘219,478 | 87,537 | 121,701 | 58,300 
Tanikhed =| 90,044 | 65,504 | 146,908 | 50,432 | 161,080) 64,101 | 102,326 | 64,700 


Total ~ | 765,573 | 470,651 { 1,833,074 | 6,54,518 | 1,447,838 | 6,91,075 | 1,158,040 | 5,08,102 





Total area, 1,606,211—6,11,712. 


This shows an increase in cultivated area in tho sixteen years 
of 90 per cent., although in collections ono of 27-1 only, This loft 
arable waste to the extent only of 48,171 cies, ora little ovor 
3 per cent. The decrease in remissions had been 96 per cent. Of 
those given nearly two-fifths were in 1853-54, described. as a dis- 
astrous year of failure, 1856-57 and 1868-69 wore also very bad 
years, regarding the latter of which it was reported that only 
under the Survey settlement could so little remission as 12 por 
cent, have been managed with. 

Korti made the most rapid progress, owing 1o the opening of 
the Paina and Sholépur-section of the railway. The other sub. 
divisions mentioned also progressed bayond the expectations of 
the Survey officers, owing to the rise of prices that had sot in from 
1862, 
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Between 1852 and 1870 there had been 1,680 now wells made in 
these subdivisions, reprosenting an increase of about 4,000 aores 
in garden cultivation, The revenue was paid regularly and with 
ease, Iiand fetched from five to forty times the assessment. Ac- 
cording to the Deccan Riots Commission, between 1848 and 1860 
the condition of the district had in many respects entirely changed. 
Tnatead of large tracts lying waste, all arable land had. been brought 
under the plough. Population and agricultural cattle of all kinds 
increased. The country was supplied with carts, and good roads 
abounded, Prices of produce and wages increased, Remissions 
bocame unknown, notwithstandmg the large area of cultivation 
and heavier revenue to pay. Two railways traversed the district, 
and new capital was yearly invested in new wells and fresh culti- 
vation, In the time of the American war a small cotton crop in a 
bad year was oqual toa full crop under the old rate of prices. 
The demand for labour made it possible for a ryot and his family 
to earn in a fortnight the full assessment of an ordinary holding, 
and better credit enabled him to borrow sums far beyond the 
ordinary value of his capital. 

Talking the whole Collectorate together, the general condition 
in 1882-83, compared with that of ten years before tho Survey 
sottlement, was as follows — 


n 














Aron of Cal- 
Axen of 
— qfivation of | “Arnblo | Romisslons. | Collections, 
yeu ‘Waste. 








Aoies, Acres, Rs, Re, 
Ten years hofore Smvoy - | 1,268,391 990,186 | 8,80,892 9,29,806 
1882-88 - - + «=| 2,280,212 {| 218,706 | 1,060,667 | 10,62,668 





The percentage of arable waste remaining in 1882-83 was thus 
only 87, : 

In 1878 the revision of the thirty years’ sebtlemonts was com- 
moneed in Sangamner, and new rates introduced in 1880, San- 
gamner now contained, in consequence of subsequent changes, 
148 in place of 118 Government villages, ‘During the thirty 
‘yoare’ lease great improvements had iaken placo in the way of 
eammunications; in 1849 there had been no metalled road, whilo 
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in 1880 there were tivo, bridged and drained throughout. In the 
latter year the chief grain traffic passed along the road to the 
Devlali station in Nasik, nearly forty miles. Weekly markets ° 
were also held at six places within the subdivision. In the thirty 
years population had increased by 29 per cent., flat-roofed and 
tiled houses by 52 por cent., field cattle 17°8 per cent., other cattle 
19°9 per cent., ploughs by 28°3 per cent., and carts 24*5 per cent. 
(1,017 to 1,266). Thatched houses had deoreased 19'4 per cent., 
and horses 11°4 per cont. 

The following statement shows the fluctuations in revenue, &e., 
from 1888 :— 














Years, | Occupied. | Waato. Romissions. | Collections, 
Aores, Acros, Rs, Rs. 
1838-1848 75,197 68,850 19,099 58,214, 
1848-1858 84,957 40,725 8,424 48,844, 
1858-1868 116,636 10,273 64 70,052 ' 
1868-1878 122,859 8,644 790 72,234, 
1878-79 120,643 5,682 52 72,009 





The eighty-two villages into which revised rates wore introduced 
in 1880 were divided into three groups, Fifteen villages, tho 
most favourably situated with regard to climate, and lying mostly 
to the west of the high road leading from Piina to Nasik, were 
Placed in the first with a maximum rate of Rs. 2, 

Fifty-one villages wero in the second, with a rise of 2 annas in 
the maximum rate of R.1 12a, for eight villages having the 
advantage of the market of Sangamner, bringing them to RB. 1 1da, 
They were in the centre of the subdivision, not the best for 
climate, but haying generally the best soils. Sixteen farther 
to the east, and therefore of inferior rainfall, formed the third 
group at a maximum of Rl 10a. The area of Government gar. 
den land was longer by ,066 acres than at the first settlement; 
on this a maximum of Rs,8 gave an average of R.8 2a, lp. 
As elsewhere, land under new wells paid only dry-crop 1ates, and 
the old garden Jand was reduced to the maximum dry-crop 
rates. 
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Firat Sottloment, Revision Survey, 
i Vil. {Ocoupled. Waste. Total. 
me Axon, Asters. 
‘ » 1 ‘ment, a 
Aven, Asoee: Aron steer Aron, ets 














5 Rs, Acres, Ra. Aoros. Ra. Acres, Rey, 
15 | 20,812} 16,444 | 23,686 | 22,828 672 278 | 24,358} 22,601 
8 6,627} 4,878 7,500 | 6,629 66 BL 7,506 | 6,560 
48 | 61,276} 80,154 | 69,758 | 88,532 | 2,487 740 | 62,195] 89,272 
16 | 80,849} 16,849 | 82,872) 22,701 | 1,626 508 | 84,498 | 28,209 


82 | 108,964 68,025 | 128,816 | 90,000 | 4,801 | 1,052 | 128,617 | 91,642 











The revised rates gave an average of lla. 8p. the acre, the first 
setilomont average having been 10 annas, an increase of la. 8p. 
the acre, The land still unoccupied was assessed at an average 
of 5a, 2p., showing its inferior quality as a whole. 

Réhuri was next revised, During the thirty years the original 
125 villages (101 Government and twenty-four alienated) had 
been reduced to 118 (110 Government and eight alienated). In 
the ninety-six villages, two settled in 1848-49 and ninety-four in 
1849-50, population had advanced 88°8 per cent, flat-roofed and 
tiled houses 40°2 per cont, field cattle 38°6 per cent., cows and 
buffaloes 56'2 per cent., horses 44°9 per cont., ploughs 48°8 per 
cont, carts 42 per cent, (1,074 to 1,682), and wolls from 857 to 
1,514, or 76 per cent, Sheep and gonts had fallen 80:6 per cent,, 
and thatched houses 7:9 por-cent, In the ten years ending in 
1860 javdri had been 51 seera, béjri 4d, wheat 38, and gram 
84, seers per rupee. In the ten ending in 1880 javért had been 
24 seers, bdgjri 21, wheat 14, and gram 16 seers, 

The following statement shows the fluctuations of area and 
assessment ;— 








Yoar, Occupied Wasto, Romissions, | Colleotions. 
Acres, Acres, Rs, Rea. 

1889-1849 95,049 97,985 40,049 63,758 

1849-1859 185,008 58,760 189 78,081 

1859-1869 175,467 9,085 153 1,11,091 


1869~1879 181,608 2,747 709 115,147 
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The increase in cultivation and collections was thus 89'2 and 
81:2 respectively. 

The ninety-six villages were thrown for maximum rates of dry- 
crop assessment into four groups, assessed at rates varying from 
R.1 12a, to R.1 6n., of five, thirty-eight, thirty-two, and {wenty- 
one villages respectively. Garden land had increased from 2,463 
acres in 1849-50 to 7,368 in 1879-80, ten acres channel-watered, 
and the rest under wells, Lands under wells wero dealt with as 
elsewhere, and 2 maximum of Rs, 8 for channel-watered land gavo 
an average of Rs. 3 la. 

The general result was as seen in the following statement :— 











Old Survey, Revision Su.vey, 
ay Ocenpiod. Ocoupied Waste, Total, Mast 
inunt 
Aven | Asseast | Area, | Assosst | Area | Assosst.) Arcn |Assosst, | Btes: 











» | RBs, \. 5 | Rs. 
Aoras. 8 Acres, Ra, Aoues, 3, cet | ios 


88 | 77,80: 7360 
22 | ge1c7| 25,003 | 36,898 | 80,570 | ‘902 | 94 | 87,095 | Ba,ook 
81 | 39426] 25,720 | 41,213 | 84266 | 1,035 | 410 42,278 | 34,676 | 1 











96 | 168,044 | 1,121,860 | 178,587 | 1,50,703 | 2,486 913 160,978 | 1,57,016 








The small quantity of waste unaiable wag assessed at an ayerago 
of a little over 6 annas, and was therefore very inferior, Tho 
average 1ate per acre under the first settlement had beon 10a, Gp., 
and was now increased to Ida. 1p., u rise of 8a. Sp. 

In 1884 the revision survey in the Ahmadnagar subdivision 
was completed. At the first sottloment there had been cighty-tvo 
Government villages, with ten partially and seventeen wholly 
alienated; after vavious transfers and lapses thero were, in 1844, 
118 villages, of which nincty-nine wero Govornment and nincteon 
alienated. The means of communication had greatly improved 
during the thirty years’ lease. The chief roads were now tho road 
to Pana to the south-west, and roads to Kolhiér over the Nimb- 
dhera pass and by the Itm4mpur pasa to Aurangtbid. In addition 
to various other roads the loop line of the G. I. P. Railway from 
Dhond, in Pima, to Manmdd, in Nasik, had two stations within 
the subdivision, one at Vildd, in the noth, and the other at 
Ahbmadnagar itself; a third station at Sarola was just beyond, the 
boundary. 


ae Amy 
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In the thirty years prices had rison, javéri from 79 lbs, in the 
twonty yeays ending in 1861 to 44 Ibs. in tho ten ending in 1881, 
that is, 795 por cent.; b4j1¢ from 66% Ibs. to 84 Ibs, (92°8 per 
cent.); wheat from 55 Ibs, 10 254 lbs., or 15-7 per cont., and gram 
from 58} Ibs, to 8% Ibs., or 67-2 per cent. The average prices 
from 1871 to 1881 were almost lower than in 1861-1871, notwith- 
standing the famino years of 1876-1878. In soventy-one villages 
population had increased 149 per cont, flat-roofed and tiled 
houses 25 per cent., thatched houses 3 per cent., farm cattle 
29°9 per cent., ploughs 45°9 per cont.,and carts 61:1 per cent. 
(908 to 1,468). Wells increased from 1,534 to 1,916, or 25 per 
cent. There were now 20'4 acres to each pair of bullocks. 

The fluctuations in tillage, &c., were as follows :— 








Yonis. Occupied. Waste, Remisslons, | Collections. 
Actos. Acros, Ra. Ra, 
1841-1851 92,827 58,658 25,144 86,089 
1851-1861 149,768 88,567 2,026 82,511 
1861-1871 175,948 8,645 367 94,684) 
1871-1881 177,085 8,115 219 95,374 
1881-1883 178,070 9,414 - 93,652 
1882-1883 172,978 9,086 _ 98,768 





Land had acquired  saloablo value; in 812 cases il brought 
from 25 to fifty timos tho assessment ; in 44 from 50 to 100 times, 
in 11 from 100 to 150 times, and in 6 from 150 to 200 times, In. 
cases of mortgage its value was equally shown. The chiof markots 
were still at Abmadnagar, Bhingéy, Jeur, and Valki. Steam 

. presses had been sob up for pressing cotton for conveyance to 
Bombay, and in the two first, as well as in other villages, thore 
was a considerable weaving, brass and copperwaie making, and 
oil and sugay-pressing industry, A large through traffic from tho 
Nizam’s country and Sholipur also passed through Ahmadnagar. 
A revision settlement for four villages was sanctioned in 1881, 
The ninety-five villages were divided into three groups for maxi- 
mum dry-crop rates of R.1 10a, R.1 8a,, and R.1 6a. The first 
class contained sixteen villages, all within three miles of Ahmad. 
nagar; the increase in these came to 241 per cent, Tho second 
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group, of fifty-one villages, showed an inerease of only 125 per 
cent.; in four of these the increase was over 50 per cent., on 
account of land classed formerly ay unarable being found in culti- 
yation. The remaining twenty-eight villages formed the third 
group, the increase on which came to 85°6 per cent.; in five, the 
increase was over 50 per cent, in consequence of the large increase 
in the area of channel-watered Jand. 

In the whole ninety-five villages the average percentage increase 
was 203, Land under wells was treated as elsewhere, Land 
watered from channels led from temporary dams, 230 in number, 
amounted to 3,892 acres; this was mostly towards the sources of 
tho Sina river, between the city and the hills from north to east. 
A maximum rate of Rs. 8 for this description of land was fixed in 
addition to water rates levied for the use of wator from the Pir. 
gion or Bhatodi reservoir by the Irrigation Department ; » perco- 
Jation rate of 2 annas an acre was also levied for lands in its 
immediate neighbourhood. ‘here were only thirteen acres of 
rice, assessed at a maximum of Rs. 4. The average acre rate on 
occupied land at the proposed rates came to 10a, 7p., as against 
9a, 2p. under the first settlement rates, 

The general result is shown in the following statement :— 











Former Settloment, Revision Survey. 
wi, Cultivation Cultivation, ‘Wasto, Total, 
avon, | tents | Avon. | Asgnes” | area, [nate Aron | Ate 
Acros Ra, Acres. Rs, Aoios, | Ba, Aores Ra, 
16 | 20,185} 18,799} 20,767} 17,127) — — | 20,787; 17,127 


bL | 109,773{ 66,092 | 114,968] 74,871] 2,849 | 1,482] 117,810] 78,803 
28 | o4,001| 382,022) o8,855| 48,413 | 7,777] 8,080] 76,192] 46,448 

















93 | 194,829 | 1,11,918 | 204,080 | 1,84,911 | 10,619 | 4,469 | 214,609 | 1,80,878 




















The land still left unoccupied was of inferior value, the average 
assessment per acre being Ga. 8p. 
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KOPARGAON, 


The revision of the first Survey settlement in two divisions of 
thirty-five and fifty-three villages of the Kopargdon subdivision was 
proposed, in the former case among 111 of the old Sinnar Téluka 
(Nasik), and in the latter among 189 of the Patoda Téluka, in 1874 
and 1876 vespectively. Of the thirty-five villages the following 
particulars are gathered from the Report of the classing Assistant 
Superintendent, Mr. Fletcher, which accompanied the former 
Report, They form a compact group, of which the northernmost 
point is three miles south of Kopargfon on the Godavari, and 
which extends thence southwards about twelve miles, measuring 
about the same distance across its widest part. 

The group is confined by no natural boundary, and contains no 
hill or river of any size, nor indeed any nullah which flows all the 
year yound. ‘The country is slightly undulating, and slopes 
gradually northwards towards the Godévari, into which such 
nullahs ag there are empty themselves. The soil varies ; in most 
of the villages black soil of various depths predominates, but in 
some there is a great deal of very poor soil. Considered as a 
whole, the fertility of the group is above the average, The early 
(khaviph) cvops ave in the proportion of about two to one of the 
late (radi). 

Cultivation is batter than in Paina and Sholdpur; the soil is 
usually ploughed evory other year; the lighter soils are not unfre- 
quently ploughed every year, Considerable attention is paid to 
manure, and each house owns a manure pil outside tho village 
walls, where all its refuse is thrown and whence manure is taken 
as needed, Any over from the ryots’ garden land is used for dry- 
crop land, A common practice is to get a shepherd to fold hia 
flock on a field, the owner feeding him and his family while they 
remain there by way of payment for the droppings of the sheep, 
Tobacco is a speciality in some of the villages. There is little 
channel irrigation, as the channels do not hold water for above a 
month or two, The average depth of the wolls is 20 foot, bu 
irrigation from them is not much resorted to, the wells being 
looked on as a rule only as a stand-by in case of failure of rain, 

Tho only markets in the group are Kochale and Réhite, Tho 
most important market in the neighbourhood is that of Yeola 

Vou, 1, . 18 
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(Nast x), twelve miles north of Kopargdon, and sixteen miles from 
he nearest village of the group; the chief market for oxportable 
produce is at the railway station of Lisalgion in the Niphdd 
Taluka, about eighteen miles noith-west of Kopargéon. A con- 
siderable traffic from the country near Ahmadnagar passes towards 
that station through this group all the fair season, At tho time 
of the first settlement there were 427 wells in working order and 
105 in disvepair, and at the revision 621 and 275 respectively ; 
there was an increase of 194 in those in working order. 

The giouping of the whole 111 villages, in which the thirty-five 
of Kopargion were included, into classes for maximum dry-crop 
rates was made by first separating them into two with reference 
to markets and facilities of communication at maximum rates of 
R.1 12a.and B.1 8a,; then climate was considered, as well as 
any great excess on past payments, unless the latter was caused 
by a large increase of cultivation or other good apparent reason, 
and to meet such cases two intermediate classes, with maximum 
rates of R,110a and R.1 6a., were introduced. Another village 
of Kopargton, not included in the thirty-five, was reported on at 
the same tine, and a maximum of R,1 12a. proposed for it. thé 
usual figured statements showing details for the different villages 
not having been printed with this Report, there uve no means 
of tracing the changes in population, &o., that had taken place 
in these villages in the course of the thirty years’ lease, or of com- 
paring the old and new rates, and the effect of tho laticr on the 
demands of Government, The general result in 108 out of the 
whole 111 villages was to raiso the average vate per acre from 
8a. 10p. to Lla. Ip, 

In the Report on the 189 villages of the old Pitoda Taluka, in 
which the fifty-three of Kopargdon were included, it was stated 
that a considerable modification in the classification of soils had . 
tobe made, By an examination of the old classing records it was 
found that the first class of the old scale, or 16a., had never been 
used at the first settlement, so that the range of values between 
the best and woust soils had only been from 18$a, to Qn, or 113a,; 
and the value of the former had in consequence been unduly de. 
preciated, whilst that of the latter had been unduly raised. In 
the thirty years there had been an inoreage in the number of wells 
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from 475 in good order 1o 601, showing an increase of 128, and 
one from 1,008 acres under irrigation from wells (motasthal) to 
4,109. Tho revenue management of PAtoda had been, however, 
on the whole bad. Tho attempt made in Fasli 1230 to rectify 
the measurement had only increased the evil. ; 

Under the old system the bad effect of ono uniform demand on 
good and inferior lands was in some meagure neutralized by the 
latitude allowed with respect to the size of the bigha, so that ther 
introduction of correct measurements without a classification of 
soils was a step backwards in the revenue management. The 
system of exempting uncultivated portions of fields from assess- 
ment in some dogree mitigated the ovil, as the good patches could 
then be cultivated at the general vate; but on the whole, as ie. 
marked above, the mismanagement had been gront bofore the first 
settlement, In tho Kopargdon villages the effect of this had been 
as follows :— 

Fust Ten Years. — Cultivation; 83,976 acres; Rs, 68,581, 
Waste: 85,588 acros; Rs. 21,680. Remissions, Rs.5,762. Col- 
lections, Rs. 61,008. 

‘Second Ten Years,—Oultivation: 114,647 acres; Rs, 82,088. 
Waate: 6,118 acies; Rs. 8,482. No remissions. Collections,” 
Ra, 88,424, 5 

Third Ton Years.— Cultivation: 120,206 acres; Rs, 85,621. 
‘Waste: 807 acres; Rs. 171, Remissions, Ry, 884, Collections, 
Rs, 90,527.* 

The area of unoccupied land that thus remained was alniost 
nominal. Prices of produce of the chief staple products had in 
the mennwhile fluctuated in the manner shown in tho following 


statemont :— 
Seers per Rupee. 
In 1846-47, Fivgt 
tho Year  Decadeof Second Third 
of Sottloment. Sottlomont. Deeado, Decado. 1874-75, 1875-76. 


Béjri. . 86 48 38 23 814 a7 
‘Wheat . 18 36 7 We 18 
Gram. . 162 84, 24, 16h 208 28} 
Javivi 9 624 89 29 42 80 





! * This includes revenue from other sourcas, such ag grass lants, 


13 * 
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The markets were the same as those given above under tho 
thirty-five villages of Sinnar, Population had meanwhile in- 
creased from 20,198 to 29,288, or 44 per cont,, and numbered 120 
to the square mile, 

This tract of country was the most fertile in the whole sub- 
division, but being farthest away from the railway and from any 
large town, it was not considered advisable to increase the maxi- 

, mum rates more than 5 per cent., in addition to 2 per cent, on 
account of increase in cultivation, as the difference in the classi- 
fication value would raise it about 27 per cont, The usual figured 
statements not having been printed with the Report, no details 
of the grouping of the fifty-three villages for maximum rates of 
dry-crop assessment are procurable. The goneral principle is 
stated to have been to give the highest rates of R.1 8a, and 
R.1 6a. to villages in the ueighbourhood of towns and the high- 
road, and of R,1 to the most remote villages. Tho general result 
was to raise tho average on the arable area from 11a. 5p, to 
Ida. 5p. Certain crop experiments made under the personal 
supervision of the Survey Commissioner and other responsible 
officers showed an average value of the crops tested to be Ra. 24 1a, 
according to the prices of 1875-76; and as the average assessment 
on the lands was B.1 2a. 4p,, the latter in these cases was only 
ar of the former. 

The effect of the now assessment as a whole was as follows :— 


Former assessment, Rs, 88,609. 
Revision, Rs. 1,14,396. 
Tuerease, 83'6 per cent. 


The Survey Commissioner, in forwarding the proposals for the 
whole Pitoda subdivision for sanction, suggested cortain modifi- 
cations in the rates for the Niphdd and Ohéndor villages, Ag 
they had been in forge for some years, however, and had beon 
levied without any difficulty, the proposals wore not agreed to, and 
a guarantee for the permanency of the rates for twenty-nine years 
was given, so that the assessment on this portion of the sub. 
division might expire contemporaneously with that on the thirty. 
five villages guaranteed for thirty years in the previous year, 

Revisions of assessment had been introduced into ninoty-one 
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Government and ono alienated village of the Kopargion sub- 
division in 1875-76. A Report on the revision of twenty-two 
Government and one alienated villages was submitted in 1881. 
This will now be described, The current settlement in six Go- 
vernment and one alienated villages ad still some years to run, 
and tho owners of three alienated villages refused to have them 
surveyed and settled, This made up the total of 119 Government 
and six alienated villages in the subdivision. 

Of the iwonty-three villages, sixteon Government and one alien- 
ated, which were then in Réhuri, had heen first settled in 1849-50, 
Rix had been settled in 1851-52, and afterwards tansferred to 
Nevisa, In this portion, which was in the south-east corner, the 
best soils ware in the north and east, and the poorest in the south, 
on the borders of Réhuri. The chief crops were javdri, bijri, 
wheat, and gram, Of the irrigated area under wells there had 
been an increase since the first settlement from 385 to 2,654 acres. 
Under the new measurement and classification there was an in- 
crease of 2,041 acres in the arable, and a decrease of 998 in the 
unarable, land, The revised classification added a tenth class to 
the nino laid down in the joint Report, and tended to widen the 
difference in relative value of superior and inferior soils. 

The whole tract of country being flat, communication was easy 
in the fair season. Tho road from Ahmadnagar to Mélegdon in 
Khindesh passed through these villages, but neither this nor any 
other road within their limits was metalled, The Dhond and 
Manmfd Railway, however, ran through thom, and had two 
stations, Godfvari and Ohitli, within, and a third, Pant&mba, 
just beyond them, Weekly bazaars wore held in two villages, 
and there wero accessible markets at Kopargiton, Rohité, Boldpur 
in Béhuri, and Vihirgion in the neighbouring Nizim's territory, 
Manufactures in this tract were quite inconsiderable, 

In the two sets of villages there had baen a great advance in 
material prosperity since the first settlement. Houses of the 
better class had increased by 46:8 per cont., inferior houses having 
diminished by 548 per cent, Agricultmal cattle, milch cattle and 
their young, ploughs and carts, showed an advance respectively of 
110, 68, 2, 87, 6, and 104 per cent. 76°7 per cent. of the Survey 
flolds were cultivated by the occupants, and 17-12 were sublet, 
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Lands had been mortgaged on an average for sums equal to sixteen 
times the assessment, and sold for over nineteen times. Tn the 
first ton years of the settlement eleven new wells had beon mado, 
in the second ten, fifty-nine, and in the third 114, thus showing a 
steady increase in prosperity. ‘The prices of the staple grains had 


yisen as follows :-—~ 
Seers por Rupes. 
Javiri. Bipi Wheat, Gram, 


In the five years before the settlement 1222 55 34 212 
In the first ten years of settlement, ‘472 40 87 84 


» second ,, s . 80 24¢ 21 18 
» third =, 5 . 2% 202 16 16 
Injevo-80 . . . BOC 


The following statements show the stata of cultivation, revenue, 
&c., during the Survey lease and previously :—~ 


Tn sixteon-villagos settled in 1849-50. 


Government 


Oceupied Un- 5 Re. 1 or 
Tend, ocoupied, missions. actions, 
Bofore Settlement— Aores. ‘Acton, Rs, Ra, 


1889-40 to 1848-49 18,858 89,789 4,788 = 10,705 
After Settlement— 

1849-50 to 1858-59 24,165 26,821 821 =: 12,616 

1859-60 to 1868-69 46,794 4,542 19 =. 22,198 

1869-70 to 1878-79 50,811 558 828 28,200 

1879-80, 5 . 48,663 1,956 Bl 22,858 


In six villages setiled in 1851~52, 


co Un- Re. Ool- 
coupied, aconpied. missions, lections. 
Before Settlement— ‘Acres. ree Ra, Ra, 


1841-42 to 1850-51 6,207 4,704 2,076 5,719 
After Settloment— 
1851-52 to 1860-61 | 8,742 1,805 250 5,947 


1861-62 to 1870-71 10,470 84 2 7,190 
1871-72 to 1879-80 10,448 87 47 7,184 
1879-80, . . 10,488 — — 7,200 


In the years 1877-78 to 1879-80 there had been only twenty-six 
notices issued for the sale of occupancy rights for the recovery of 
revenue, and of these in only two did a sale actually take place, 
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proving that collections were made without difficulty. For maxi- 

mum rates of dry-crop asacssment two groups of villages wero 

proposed, one at R.1 6a,, consisting of fifteen Government and 

one alienatod villages, thiough which the railway ran, Tho other 

comprised the remaining seven villages, at a greater distance from 

tho railway. ‘The maximum of these was R,1 da. nile 
The general regult was as follows :— 









Old Sm vey. Royision Surey, Pev- 
centage 
Tnorense, 


Vil. 
Jnges. 





Occupied Lend, Oocupied Land. ‘Waste, Total, 




















Rs, Actes, { Ra, |{Acras.{ Rs, flexes, | Ra 
41,408 | 20,700 | 45,880 j 28,207 | 2,497 | 955 | 47,877 | 29,162 | 86:0 


15,78£ | 9,884 | 16,809 | 12,607 411 17 116,860] 12,714 | 20-1 


60,192 | 80,584 | 61,689 | 40,004 | 2,586 | 072 | 64,227 | 41,876) 3840 


Aras} 





















The general average by tho old rates on the whole arable area 
was 8a, 2p,, and by the new 10a, 7p., giving au inevense of 2a, 5p, 
per acre. In sanctioning those proposals, in which irrigated Iands 
had been dealt with as in other subdivisions under the general 
orders of Government as to the non-taxation of improvements, it 
was ordered that the now rates should not bo levied till 1888-845 
aud in the meanwhile only one-eighth, or 2 annus in tho rupee, 
wore to be levied beyond. the old assossmonts. On the matter 
Deing reported to tho Secretary of State in 1885, it was considered 
that a sufficiont length of time had elapred to show from the 
state of the collections and the condition of the subdivision that 
some relaxation was necessary, and the choice lying between con- 
tinumg for several years the remissions already granted, or lower- 
ing the rates permanently, the latter course was adopted both in 
thie and the Sangamner subdivision, and a permanent reduction 
of one-cighth in the 1ates was ordered, with the following 
rosults :— 

Assessmont by Assossmentat After 2-nunn 


Old Survoy, Revinon Doduotion, 
Rs Ra, Rs, 
Kopargion. . 1,58,902 2,11,089 1,92,827 


Sangamner. . 1,10,816 1,48,662 1,386,207 
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A guarantee was given calculated to let the settlement in the 
above twenty-three villages expire with that in the remainder of 
the subdivision, 





NEVASA, 


+ 

The revision’of the rates of assessment in the Nevisa subdivision, 
originally sottled in 1851-52, was proposed in 1882, When first 
settled it consisted of 149 Government villages and thirty-one 
partially or wholly alienated, bub from changes that had sinca 
taken place there were at the time of revision 118 of the former 
and thirty of the latter, of which nineteen were to be revised, the 
total number coming under revision being thus 187. Almost the 
whole was re-measured and the soils re-classified, the latter opera- 
tion having been found necessary in consequence of the prevalent 
error found in the old classification, viz. a too close approach made 
in the valuation of inferior and low descriptions of soil, 

Nevisa has on the east the subdivision of Sivgfon, on the 
south that of Nagar, on the west Réhuri and Kopargéon, and on 
the north the Nizim’s territory. It is generally flat, and here and 
there there are tracts yielding only a scanty vegetation; with this 
exception the soil is fairly good, the best being in the west and 
north, along the banks of the Godévari and Mula, 

The annual rainfall from 1875 to 1880, including the faming 
year of 1876-77, was about 283 inches, Tho cultivation is almost 
entirely dry-crop, the chief crop being the siyélu, or cold weather 
javdrt; only 5 per cent. of the whole is irrigated from wells, there 
having been only 157 acves watered, even from the Lakh reservoir 
constructed by Government, in seven years, 

Communications had not improved much in the course of the 
Survey lease, except that roads then incomplete had been metalled 
and the smaller nullabs bridged. During the fair season carts 
can pass in any direction, the country being flat. ‘L'lbore are a few 
villages where weekly bazaars are held, bui no markets of any 
importance, Manufactures of coarse woollen and cotton fabrics 
are inconsiderable, The system of husbandry is much the same 
as that of Réburi and Kopargfon, and did not appear to have 
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much improved during the Survey lease. During that period 
population had increased 18:7 per cent., and good houses 22°5 per 
cent,; while thatched houses had decreased 89'5 per cent. Agri- 
cultural cattle had increased 17'8 per cent., and other descriptions 
85 per cent., in the latter ozse contrary to the general rule in the 
Degean, where the contraction of the grazing area had reduced 
the stock of milch cattle, Ploughs had increased 83°2 per cent, 
and carts 55°9 per cent,, the latter increase uot being go large asin 
many parts of the country, About 78 per cont, of the unoccupied 
lands were found to be tilled by the occupants themselves, and 
25 per cont. sub-let, In recording cases of mortgage the money 
Yaised was on an average 18'5 times the assessment, and 1,459 
acres sold realised 20-4 times, The number of substantial wolls 
had increaged from 1,101 to 1,494, there having been twenty-six 
new wells mado in the first decade of the Survey lease, 111 in the 
second, and 256 during tke third, The aren under wells and 
lifts from streams had more than doubled. Prices had incrensed 


as follows :-— 
Javéri, — Bitjri. Whoat, Gram. 
Soors por Soers per Soors per Seora por 
Rupes, Rupes, Rupee, Rupee. 


First decade . . 55 47 854 833 
Second decade . 80 283 17 153 
Third decade, . 242 28 18 19 
In 1880-81 there had been » heavy fall in prices to 29, 24, 19}, 
and 25 seers in the several grains quoted. It was hoped that the 
Dhond and Manméd railway would have a tendency to steady prices, 
In 110 villages settled in 1851~52 the increase of aren of culti- 
vation and revenue had heen as follows :-— 


Osoupicd, Uonstod, Collections. Remisstons, 

Before Settlement— Acros, Acres, Rs. Rs. 

1841~42 to 1850-51 123,885 188,703 84,718 84,916 
After Settlement— ° 

1851~52 to 1860-61 181,195 59,887 92,049 2,842 

1861~62 to 1870-71 227,887 18,787 —1,10,986 _ 

1871~72 10 1880-81 221,878 16,620 1,09,212 8,889 

1880-81 . + 214,857 9,920  1,08,409 _ 


In the return for the years 1871-72 to 1880-81 the effect of the 


ota 


202 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


famine yeor, 1876-77, is clearly perceptible. The revenuo, how. 
ever, appears to have been collected with ease, although thero is 
little reason to doubt that too severe a pressure to realiso revonue 
was put on in 1878-79; out of 3,544 notices, a very largo number 
considering the size of the subdivision, issued for the sale of 
occupancy rights for recovery of arrears in 1878-79 to 1880-81, 
only fifteen sales actually taok place; the land sold was poor, as 
less than one year’s assessment was realised by the sale, Tho 
principle on which grouping for maximum rates of dry-crop 
assessment was arianged at the first settlement was retained, and 
the villages for the most part stood as they had in the first 
inatance. The original dry-crop maximum rates of R,1 4a, 
RB. Qa, and B.1 wore raised by 2 annas in each class, Lunds 
under irrigation had increased by 7,195 acres, but under the rules 
only that portion of these which were under combined well and 
channel irrigation had any extra assessment imposed on it; the 
average came to R,1 1a. lp. the acre. 

The general result in the 118 Government villages was as fol- 
Jows :— 








j § [By Former Survey By Revision Survey. i 
OceupiedZnnd } Oconpled Zand, | Waste, Total. % 





Aven, Area, Anon, 

Amos, Rs, | Acres Rs, jAcros.| Rs, | Aorcs, Re, 
| 865 6,728 830 253 | 12,495 6,970 | 175 

87 | 172,721 90,602 | 178,105 | 1,18,845 | 7,818 | 2,556 | 185,508 | 1,21,101 | 308 

26{ 36,776 | 16,514 | 38,124] ‘21,722 | 1,179 | 882] 99,308 


118 } 220,402 | 1,12,810 | 227,088} 1,16,008 } 0,922 | 3,101 | 287,800 | 1,50,164 | 803 
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ALIENATED VILLAGES. 


1] 1,422 1,518 1,472 1,671 15 5 | 1,187 1,676 4 
1 | (1,860 1,460 1,258 1,183 889 | 286 | 2,142 4,409 | Or 
7 | 16,516 | 11,899 | 17,080 | 14,084 92] 43 1) : 
lO | 17,860 9,106 | 17,002 14,246 Shh | 260 | 18,846 12,615 


19 | 87,057 | 28,568 | 38,207 | 20,184 | 1,850 | 608 | 20,687 | 20,787 


cone 


























The average rate per acre on. the whole arable aren, according to 
the first settlement, was 82. S5p,, and that according to the revision 
was 102, 6p.; an increase of 2a, 1p. per acre, The arable area 
still left unoccupied was assessed at an average of only Sa, 5p. per 
acre; this shows that only land of inferior quality remains unoccu- 
pied. By way of comparison with the maximum rates proposed 
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‘ it had been ascertained that in the Nizim’s territory adjoining the 
north of Nevdsa rates of R,1 10a. aud R.1 Ida, had lately been 
imposed. 





SHIVGAON. 


At the time of the first Survey settloment, in 1852-53, the sub- 
division of Shivg4on comprised 783 Government and 973 indmi 
villages belonging to Holkar; considerable changes had talon 
place in its constitution since that time, and when the second 
revision took: place in 1885 the number of Government villages, 
mostly in consequence of exchanges with Holkar, had increased 
to 160, with twenty-eight indmi, making 188 in all. Into the 160 
settlements had beon introduced at different periods, into fifty-six 

of them as late as 1868-69. For the purpose of revision partial 
ye-measurement was carried out in fifty-six villages; the remainder 
were ontirely re-measured, Targe-sized Survey numbors were 
re-divided into fields of a convenient size for cultivation up to 
thirty acres. In reclassification = tenth class was added to the 
nine Jaid down in the joint Report, to enable exceptionally poor 
land, found on the hill-sides, and elevated. tracts of ml, capable 
of producing only the poorest desoriptions of grass, to bo brought 
undor regular classification, ‘The classification of the villages 
settled in 1868-69, which had been carried out on the latest 
approved principles, was retained. 

The subdivision is bounded on the north and cast by the Nizém’s 
territory, on the south partly by the same and partly by Jamkhed, 
and on the west by Nevisa and Ahmadnagay. With the exception 
of one village, it lies below the range of hills which skirt the 
southern boundary, in the extensive valley of the Godédvari, and 
enjoys a somewhat botter rainfall than Nevisa and Nagar, in con- 
sequence of those hills attracting the clouds. It contains about 
80 por cent. of black soil, highly retentive of moisture. The best 
soils are in the valley of the Dhér, a territory of the Godévari, 
and. consist of patches of rich alluvial deposit regularly flooded 
by the river, or of a light fortile loam mixed with fine sand, Since 
the fire settlement the communications of the subdivision had 
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been much improved, the most important passing through the ° 
subdivision from Paithan to Ahmadnagar, by which the bulk of 
the traffic, mostly cotton from Berdr and the Niztim’s territories, 
is conveyed. In addition, all the villages in the south-west are 
within thirty miles of the stations of the Dhond and Manmfd 
Railway, viz. Nagar, Vildd, and Vambmi, Various bazaars within 
the limits of Shivgfon itself, or in neighbouring British and foreign 
territory, afford ample opportunities for the disposal of local pro- 
duce, There is also a not inconsideiable local manufacture of 
cotton and silk cloth, as well aa oil and gur (molasses) for sugar. 
The cultivating classes as arule me said to be careful and ener- 
getic, and apply manure more freely as a top-dressing than is 
usual in the Deccan, The storing of giain in pits is largely prac- 
tised, and enough was aaid to be kept in them to feed the whole 
population for about 23 months, 

The principal changes in population, é&o, since the fist settlo- 
ment had been as follows :— 

‘Twenty-two villages settled in 1851-52. 

Inoveases per cent.—Population, 156; tiled and flat-roofed 
houses, 44r2; agricultural cattle, 10°7; cows, buffaloes and their 
young, 49°8 ; carts, 59°6. 

Decreases per cent.—Thatched houses, 41'8; ploughs, 47 (this 
seoma doubtful), 

Enghty-one villages settled in 1852-58, 

Increases per ocent—Population 149; tiled and flat-roofod 
houses, 59'1; agricultural cattle, 125; cows, buffaloes and their 
young, 69; carts, 114°6 ; ploughs, 168, 

Decreases per cent,—Thatched houses, 5°4, 


For fifty-six villages settled in 1868-69. 

Inoveases per cent—Population, 12°8 ; houses, thatched, 21:3 ; 
tiled and flat-roofed, 23:9; agricultural cattle, 59; cows, &c, 
9:7; ploughs, 27 1 ; carts, 59°4, 

The number of acres per plough, about eighty-three, appeardd 
to be gieatly in excess of what could be properly cultivated. 
Only 9°6 per cent. of the total arable area was said to be waste, 
and 791 to be cultivated by the owners themselves, Lond had 


at 
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noquired a considerable saleable value; out of 281 cases, in 62 it 
fetched from 10 to 25 times the assessment, in 27 from 25 to 
50 times, in nine from fifty to 100 times, and in two for 1067, 
and 196 times respectively. Out of a total of 429 new perma- 
nent wells dug during the thirty years’ lease, 70 woye made in 
the firat decade, 108 in the second, and 251 in the third; this was 
‘in addition to temporary wells and water lifts on the banks of 
streams. In the same period dams (bandhdrds) lad increased 
from 40 to 127. The total area irrigated for garden produce had 
advanced from 4,444 acres to 12,474, or over 180 per cent. A con- 
siderable rise in the value of agricultural pioduce had taken place, 
that on javdri and bijri having been about 144 per cent,, that on 
wheat 91, and that on gram 75, In the collection of .evenue in the 
years 1881-82, 1882-88, and 1888-84, there had been notices 
issued respectively for the sale of occupancy rights in 420, 225, 
and 451 cases, but in these sales had actually taken place in the 
fivst year in only thirty-three cases, in the second in four, and in 
the third in three; showing that the revenue was collected with 
ease, Taking the whole of the previous settlements together, 
they had resulted in on increase of cultivation and collections by 
85,886 acres, and Rs. 20,823; waste land having diminished by 
82,940 acres, and remissions by Rs.10,515. The actuals of 
1888-84, compared with the years preceding the settlement, show 
inoreases of 92,688 acres and Rs, 24,187 in aren of cultivation and 
collections, while waste had fallon 118,245 to 26,498 acres, remis. 
sions had disappeared, and only Rs. 11 wore left outstanding, 

The principled on which the new grouping for maximum rates 
of dry-crop assessment was arranged were on the same lines as 
those adopted at the first settlement, somewhat modified by m. 
proved communications rendering markets more accessible, Tho 
groups were as follows :— 

Fist class, maximum R.1 6a, Forty-twe villages in the south. 
west of the subdivision, within easy reach of Ahmadnagar and 
the railway by either of the two made 10ads, one of which passed 
through the centro of the group, They had a good rainfall, and 
included the principal market town, Tisgéon, and had also the 
advantages of ensy uccess to other bazaars. 
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Second class, maximum BR,1 4a. This group comprised sixty- 
eight villages, including the threo most southern hilly ones, and 
the head-quarters town of Shivgton. These lay prmeipally to 
the east of the first group, and had not the same advantages of 
vainfall and road communication. 

Third class, maximum R.1 2a. Tho fifty villages of this group 
Jay to the north and noith-easi of those of the second group. 
They were farther from Ahmadnagar, and the railway, and, in addi. 
tion to a less certain rainfall and inferior communications, wera 
put to some loss in consequence of transit duties levied in the" 
Nizam’s territories, through which some of them had to pass on 
their way to market. Two villages settled in 1868-69, at maxi. 
mum rates of R.1 6a. and R.1 4a., weve lowered among these, 
with a small reduction of revenue of Rs. 267, in order to bring 
them into conformity with the surrounding villages. 

In accordance with the orders of Government, garden lands 
urigated from old wells weio assessed at the highest dry-crop 
zates, and those under new wells at ordinary dry-crop rates 
according to law, For lands under channel irrigation the usual 
Ry. 8 scale, according to the dry-crop rate of the several villages, 
was adopted; this gave an average acre rate of Rs.2 8a, 7p., 
against one of R,1 12a, 10p. under tho first settlement. Tor 
rice land the rate already sanctioned in Ahmadnagar, viz. Rs, 4, 
giving an aveiage of R.1 8a, 8p., was proposed. These ratog 
kept the increase within the limits for enhancement at rovision 
settlements Jaid down in Government Resolution No. 8,787, of 
the 29th October 1874, alluded to under tho head of Prina. 

The ave.age rates on the different descriptions of land under 
the first and revised settlements contrasted as follows :— , 

Fiat Sottlement, Rovision, 


Dry-rop ». . 8 3 911 
Rice. : . a ‘ _ 13 8 
Well-watered lav : - 265 8 11611 
Channel-watered . . » 11210 23 7 
On the total occupied aren . 8 9 10 7 


The general result of the revision is shown in tho following 
table :— 
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4 4 Turst Survey, Revision. as 
° z Ocoupied Land. { Osoupied Land. Waste, Total 4 g 
Avena, Arco. Area, Auca, 


Aces, Re Acres Rs, |Acies.| Rs, | Actos Ts. 
42} 72,075 | $4,905 | 73,038 BG,554 | 4,254 | 1,074 | 77,287 58,528 | 25:8 
110,071 53,108 | 116,996 65976 | 15,612 | 5,102 | 192,808 71,878 | BHR 
50 | 68,002 88,752 ) 69,012 49,892 | 7,626 | 3,533 | 77,568 58,425 | 2857 


160 | 251,193 {1,036,825 | 259,971 | 1,782,422 | 27,192 | 10,009 | 257,163 | 1,893,302 | 200 4 


eonghs 
2 
B. 











In sanctioning the proposed rates of assessment, Government 
directed that wherever the enhancement on a holding exceeded 
25 per cont., the increase beyond that amount should be remitted 
for two years; that where the increase was over 50 per cent. 1¢- 
mission should be given for the third and fouth years, and any 
enhancement above 75 per cent. should be abandoned for the 
fifth and sixth years of the new settlement. Otherwise the rates 
were guaranteed for the usual term of thirty yoars. 





PARNER (KARDA). : 


The rovision of the Parner, formerly known as the Karde sub- 
division, was carried out in 1884, At the time of the first Survey 
sottlement, in 1951-52, it had consisted of 146 villages; its name 
was changed in 1859-60, and tho number of ils villages has been 
reduced to 126, of which 1074 are Government and 15} alienated. 
The entire area ai the revision corresponded very nearly with 
that of the first Survey, but there was found, under the former, 
to be the large difference of 27,423 acics between what was 
classed ag unarible on the two occasions; the whole of the lands 
wore accordingly re-measured, In classification ton classes of 
soils were adopted in place of the nine of the Joint Report system, 
Some of the classification, in a few villages classified in 1848-49, 
before the latter system was put in practice, had to be done over 
again, and in the remainder it was thoroughly re-examined and. 
allowed io stand wherever found in accordance with the latest 
revised principles, Pérner has on its north Sangamner and. 
Nagar, and the latter on its east; to the south lies Sr{gonda, and 
to the west Junnar and Sirur, belonging to Puna. 


i 


Res 
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’ Leaving out of account the fourteen villages settled at Inter 
periods, the improvement in the circumstances of the great bulk 
of those settled between 1848 and 1855 will be seen from tho 
following figures :—Population had risen 18°8 per cent., still, how- 
ever, numbering only 91:4 to the square mile, and flat-roofed and 
tiled houses 21:7, whilst thatched ones had diminished 5:7, 
Agricultural cattle had increased but slightly, and ploughs only 
28 per cent.; but carts had advanced from 991 to 1,856, or 
55 per cent. There were about twenty-five acres of cultivated 
land for each plough, an aren easily managed, as the soil was 
mostly of a poor, light nature, which it was only necessary to 
plough in from once in four to seven years. Wells of permanent 
construction had increased by 479, and of a more temporary 
nature by 101; of these fifty-two were in the first ten years of the 
settlement, 181 in the second, and 847 in the third, The irrigated. 
area had risen to 11,986 acres, being 7,817 acres, or 157 per cent. 
over that of the time of the first settlement, In 238 cases of sales 
of land the registration returns proved that the average number 
of times of the Survey assessment the land sold for was twenty- 
one, but in eight instances it was as high as 221 times. The 
prices of the staple grains had risen considerably, javdri in the 
third decade of the settlement having risen to 24} scers pov rupee 
from 66 in the period previous to the settlement, bdjri to 20% 
from 54, wheat to 18} from 862, and gram to 14} from 86}. 
In ninety villages, the largest number settled at one time since 
1851-52, the changes in tillage and collections, &., had beon as 


follows :— 
Cocupied. Unoconpicd. Collections, Remissions. 


Before Settlement— Acias. Acres, Re, Re, 
1841-42 to 1850-51 108,685 48,117 78,496 28,982 

After Settleoment— 
1851-52 to 1860-61 162,209 83,846 66,385 2,702 
1861-62 to 1870-71 483,948 12,818 75,682 249 
1871-72 to 1880-81 190,019 9,668 75,889 1,620* 
1881-82 & 1882-83 188,718 18,602 76,149 _— 
1882-83 . ’ . 183,687 6,106 76,158 _— 





* Famine year included. 


AHMADNAGAR, 200 


In the years 1880-81 and 1881-82 out of 2,189 notices of sales 
of occupancy rights for arrears of revenue only 82 resulted in 
actual sales, at which 1,296 acres only fetched Rs. 76, so that the 
land was evidently very poor; the year 1882-88 showed 872 
Notices, but no sales of occupancy. 

For maximum dry-crop rates at the revision the 108 villages were 
thrown into four groups, the first containing the single village of 
Kfnhar, with a maximum rate of Rl 14a, It is situated on an 
elevated plateau, where some of the best wheat in the Deccan is 
grown. It is itself a market town, and connected with Stipa and 
Parmer by good roads, The second group comprised 46 villages, 
with 2 maximum rate of R.110a. These villages were all situated 
round the bazaar towns of Kénhar and Parner, and, lying in an 
elevated region, have as good a climate as the former. The third 
group consisted of fifty-three villages, with a maximum of BR. 1 
8a,; they comprised all the remainder of the subdivision but 

’ eight villages, which were in the north and north-west, with a 
poor population and bad communications, and had in consequence: 
a lower maximum of R.1 6a, given them, ‘Well-irrigated land 
was dealt with as elsewhere ; for what was irrigated from channels 
& maximum of Rs. 8 gave an avernge of only R.2 da, 2p, Newly 
made rice beds of the area of forty-three acres had no oxtra assess. 
ment imposed on them, The average old and new rates were :— 


Ola. Now. 
Rs, & p. Ra wu p 
Dry-crop . oo. 6 8 6 6 
Well-watered . . 29 9 12 0 
Channel-watered. . 210 11 2 4 2 
Goneralaverago, . 7 0 7 6 


The genexal result of the new rates was as follows :— 














g Revision. Por 
cont. 
Th- 
Ocoupied, Oceupted, | Waste: | Total, lerenso 
~Aren, Arens Area Auea, 


Acres. | Rs, | Anes Aeres, a, Aces, | Ra, 


Bs, 
1| 1 | 8997] 2412 |" 4,03 | (3570 | 20 $ | 20721 232 
2 | a0 | 977508 | 4s'200 | 110,207 | 51,280 | 9,208 | 708 | 118,705 | 52,079] 183 
8 | 53 | 105,504 | 48,520 | 117,051 | 50,502 | 3,281 | 2,295 | 120,832 | 60,797 | 237 
4 | “8 | 20/87 | 5,561 | 23,029 | 5,703 | 2.309 | “B50 | 25,602 | Goss) 8 





148 | 227,056 | 99,750 | 255,404 | 1,190,551 | 8,068 | 2,880 | 261,872 /1,21,081] 108 
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AKOLA, 

In 1886 proposals were submitted for the revision of fifty 
villages in the open portion of the Akolé subdivision, called deshi, 
ju contradistinction ta the ddngi villages situated in the hilly 
portion of the tract. These had been originally settled, thirty- 
nine in 1848-49 and two in 1856-57, forming portion of the old 
Akolé subdivision, and nine in 1849-50, transferred from Junnay, 
It was found necossary to re-measure and re-olnssify tho soils of 
the whole of these villages in consequence of the faully nature 
of the old work done before the Joint Report rules were drawn 


‘up. In the course of tho new operations holdings of excessive 


aren were broken up into fields of convenient size, so that 7,188 
Survey numbers of the first settlement became 10,209 numbers and 
subordinate numbers in the second. In place of the various old 
classification seales used at different times, the Joint Report scale, 
with the addition of a tenth class, valued at one anna, was used 
throughout, The increase found by the new measurement in the 
different kinds of cultivation was 9,160 acres in dry-crop, 1,608 
in garden, and 552 in rice, whilst the unarable area showed a 
Aecrense of 14,680 acres, The subivision forms the north-western 
extremity of the Ahmadnagar Collectorate, bordering on Nisilr, 
the proportion of hilly country 10 the weat and south-west being 
about two-thirds of tho whole area, It is bounded on the east 
“by Sangamner, on the south by Junnar, in Paina, and on the west 
by the Suhyddri range and the Tanna Colleatorate. Tho majority 
of the villages to be settled were well off for means of communi- 
cation, and derived much Venefit from the outside traffic by the 
voad from Ahmadnagar which passes down the Biri Ghit to the 
station of Ghoti on the main line of the G. I. P. Railway between 
Bombay and Calcutta; this line did not exist at the time of the 
‘first settlement, Akolé is the chief markot, but it is merely of 
local imporlance, Rajur, just within the border of the hill- 
country, has # considerable business as an entrepdt for imports 
and exports, Akolé itself is forly-five miles from ono and thirty. 
three miles from the other railway line. Oil is manufactured to 
asmail extent, but with this exception there is no manufacture 
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not directly connected with the soil. The following statistics 
show the progress made by forty-aight out of the fifty villages in 
the course of the thirty years of the Survey settlement. Popula- 
tion had increased 88:3 por cent.,and the tiled and flat-roofed 
houses 45'3, whilst thatched houses had decreased 26:3, showing 
that the people could afford to live in better houses than formerly, 
Although carts, which are mainly employed in plying for hire 
between the railways and places on the main road, had increased 
from 420 to 1,011, the number of agricultural cattle had hardly 
increased at all: there was, however, a pair of bullocks for every 
fourteen acres of occupied land, an unusually large proportion for 
the Deccan, and ample for all agricultural purposes. Other 
cattle had increased considerably, owing, probably, to the large 
grazing area availablo in the hilly portion of the subdivision, 
Wells and lifts from streams had increased from 695 to 842, 
or 412 per cent. Eighty-four per cont, of the holdings of Khite- 
days were cultivated by themselves or in part ownership with others, 
Sales of land were apparently numerous at high prices, but these 
were in many cases in reality mortgages made out to be sales with 
a view to elude the action of the Agriculturists’ Relief Act. 
Mortgages were numerous, and the proportions borne by the 
sums advanced to the assossmont of the land were very high, 

The prices of béjrt and whonat beforo and after the settlement 


were as follows :— 
Bajri, Whont, 
Seors per Rupoe, Scora por Rupeo, 
For ten years previous to the settlement 41 4; 


First ten years of settlement (1848-49 


to 1857-58) 2. 6 wwe 8 26 
Second ten years of settlement (1858-59 

to1867-68) ,  . . . « i 
Last seventeen years of settlement 

(1868-69 to 1884-85) . . . 18 1d 


For the first sixteen years the revenue in thirty-nine villages 
yose gradually from Rs, 26,034 to Rs, 88,250, and arable waste’ 
tell from 8,269 acres, assessed at Rs, 5,410, to 680 acres, valued at 
Rs, 848, Tho revenue was punctually realised. From 1864-63 
to 1874-78 tha cultivated area and xenlisations were at their 

14 * 
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maximum. In the six years 1875-76 to 1880-81, ic. the famine 
year and five following years, there was @ slight but gradual 
decline, and 1,100 acres, assessed at Rs, 778, went out of eultiva. 
tion. In the succeeding four years there had been a small gradual * 
increase of cultivation and revenue, In the nine villages settled 
in 1849-50 there had “been similar results, the wasto land at the 
revision standing at 431 ncres, assessed at Rs. 119. In tho two 
villages settled in 1856-57 all the waste but two aoves was 
absorbed in the first ten ycars of the settlement, and there has 
since been no change in cultivated area or revenue, That the 
yevenue has been collected with ease has been proved by the fact 
of the scale of occupancy rights having had to be resorted to only 
in three out of 1,882 cases in which notices were served for the 
collection of revenue in the three years 1882-88 to 1884-85. These 
facts all showed an improvement in the material condition of the 
subdivision which justified an inorease in the assessment of land. 
The new grouping for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment’ 
did not differ essentially from the first adopted. The first group 
included twenty-nine villages lying in the open plain of the Pravara 
river, traversed by the high road, with the best climate and com- 
munications in tho subdivision, The maximum was increased 
from Re, 2 to Rs. 2}, In the second group of six villages the old 
maximum of Rs,2 was retained. They lay immediately to the 
west of the first group, not far from the high-road; thoy were, 
however, somewhat rough and hilly, and their climate not quite 
80 well suited to dry crops as in the first, In the third group 
were placed five villages, with a maximum of R, 1 14a., rnised two 
annas beyond the old maximum. Lying in the valley of the Ar- 
dhala, their communications are not good, and access to markats 
consequently less favourable. The fourth group consisted of 
seven villages with a maximum of Rs,14. Six of these were old 
Januar villages, lying in the south-eastern corner of the sub- 
division, cut off by hills from the high-road ob Akold, and 
dependent on difficult cart tracks for access to markets. The 
climate, too, was somewhat too moist for the best dry crops. One 
village north of the second group, but similarly situated among 
hills to the remaining six, was placed with them. The last group 
contained only three villages, to the west of and similarly cireum- 
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stanced to those of the fourth group, but with even more difficult 
communications, Its maximum rate was Rs.1}. Forty acres of 
rice, assessed at the old settlement at an average of Rs.2 Qa, Sp, 
had increased to 592 acres, which was assessed at R,1 5a. 9p. the 
acre, af @ maximum of Rs,8. Newly constructed rice beds were 
assessed at dry-crop rates, as well as land under new wells dug 
since the commencement of the settlement, while land under old 
wells was reduced to the highest dry-crop rates, Garden land 
had inereased from 417 to 1,958 acres. Of this 1,118 acres under * 
wells was assessed at an average of R.1 4a. 2p. per acre, The 
remainder, 8410 acres, was channel-watered, and at a maximum of 
Ra. 8 was estimated to produce Rs. 2,641, or Rs. 82a. 4p. the acre, 
The following table shows the general result :— 









Old Sur 









Area, Arent. Area. Area, 
o1on, | | Ra 
1788 | 29,683 | 16:8 


+ . 1s » | Te, | A 
1 | 29 | 26,846 | 24,786 | 80,479 | 28,759 | 2,809} 87] 82, 
2 6 | 8,183] 2,652] 8,971] 2,990 82 27) 4,058 | 8,017 | 12-7 
8 5 | 7,968] 6,144] 11,906] 6,667} 178 56} 12,079} 6,728 | 296 
+ 7 | 18,889] 6,840] 20,080] 7,426) 460 98 | 20,400 | 7,524 | 27:2 
r) 8 | 5,875{ 1,876; 6,816; 1,496 2 1} 6,817; 1,497) 87 


BO | 61,761 | 80,748 | 72,710 | 47,298 | 8,028 | 1,056 | 75,786 | 48,80 | 19-4 








Tho average assessment per acre ovor the whole area was under 
the first settlement 10a, 4p,, and was increased undor tho new to 
only 10a. 5p, In sanctioning the proposed revision for the usual 
period of thirty yeava, Governmont made the same concessions as 
in the Pirner subdivision, with regard to enhanced assessments in 
holdings. 





JAMKHED, 


The subdivision of Jamkhed, consisting of sixty-one Government 
villages to be revised and ten alienated, were also reported on in 
1886, lying to the east and south-west of Ahmadnagar, it is 
comprised in fourteen separate blocks, and with the exception of 


Spies ae 
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a portion of Sivgdon on the north, touches no other British sub- 
division, being surrounded by, as well as intermingled with villages 
in the Nizam’s territory. It divided itself inté two portions of 
nearly equal extent but of very different character. The northern 
and north-western villages are scattered over tho spurs and valleys 
of the Bélaghdt, a gently undulating plateau of an average height 
of 2,500 feet above the sea, The remaining portion of tho sub- 
division lies at the foot of the Bilighét to the south and cast, 
and is drained by the affluents of the Sina, Tho rainfall on and 
north of the Bilightt is more plentiful and certain than in the 
neighbourhood of Jimkhed itself and in the villages to the south 
and west out in the plain. On the whole, however, there had 
been an average fall of 27} inches for the twenty-one years pre- 
ceding the settlement, and in only three years during that period 
had it fallen below twenty inches, so that the district a3 a whole 
had a climate unusually favourable for the crops grown 1 a plain 
couttiy. In the northern half much pains are taken to make the 
most of a soil naturally poor, while in the south and east cultiva- 
tion is more slovenly. At the time of tho first settlement the 
northern and southern portions were cut off from all wheeled 
communication with each other by the Baligh&t plateau; matters 
in this respect had been greatly improyed by the time af the 
revision, Of the local markets the most impoitant was Karda, in 
the extreme south-east of the subdivision; but Jimkhed itself 
has a tolerably good one, All trade, however, is very much ham~- 
pered by the heavy transit duties levied in every direction in tho 
intermingled Nizim’s teriitory ; statistics show that progress in 
the two main portions of the subdivision had been by no means’ 
uniform, the greater certainly of the rainfall in the northern than 
in the southern having saved 1t from the effects of the famina 
more than the plain villages in the south and east. 

In the first group, to bo described presently, the increase in 
population had been 164 per cent, and that of the better and 
inferior classes of houses yespectively 67 and 21 por cent. ; cattle 
of all kinds were more numerous, and carts had quadrupled, 
whilst wells and water-lifts had increased 86 per cont. Ita agri- 


‘oultural cattle were more by 6} per cont. and bore the high pro- 


portion of @ pair to every nine acres, Other cattle and sheep and 
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goats, too, had largely increased, notwithstanding the extension 
of cultivation, In the statistics of the second group, lying round 
the skirts of the hilly country, the effects of the famine were 
more clearly traceable. The increase in population was 
insignificant, agricultural cattle had fallen off by 5 per cont, 
although the proportion they bore to the cultivated aien was still 
large (a pair of bullocks {o ten acres); milch cattle and sheep 
and goats had also decreased, nnd the increase in carts was only 
16 per cent, There was, however, a larger incicase in houses and 
wells and lifts than in the northern villages. In the third group, 
farther out in the plain and more exposed to famine, population 
had slightly declined, agricultural cattle were fewer by 134 per 
cont., and milch cattle and sheep and govrts had also fallen off. 
Carts, numerous at the first settlement, had increased only 18 per 
cent. in number. The following statement shows the effect of 
the famine in the different groups in a cloar light, and also the 
comparatively rapid recovery that has sinco taken place :— 


Frrsv Grovr. 


Poicentago 
Number in Numbor in — inerease in 
18765, 1877. 1885 over 1877. 
People . . . 80,452 28,126 6 
Cattle é : « 18,081 10,825 22, 
Sheep, &e, ¥ . 19,453 18,916 15 
i Snoonp Gnovr. 
People. ‘ » 22,905 18,784 10 
Cattlo . ‘ . 8493 4,720 57 
Sheep, &e. ota 9,174 5,920 16 
Tuirp Group, 
People . F . 10,655 6,979 80 
Cattle 5 . » 4978 1,936 122 
Sheep, &e. c . 5142 8,184 8 


The greater effect of the famine in tho second and third groups, 
those in the plain, than in the first group in the hills, in diminish- 
ing the resources of the villages, is ovident. Satisfactory evidence 
of the high value of land was forwarded by the Suporintendent 
with his Report, which it is unnecessary to give in detail, Prices 
had risen as follows :— 
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Scors of 80 Tolas 
per Rupos. 
Bajri. Javari. 
1841-42 to 1850-51, previous lo settlement . 48 58 
Ten years of settlement, 1851-52 to 1860-61. 82 B4 
Second ten years, 1861-62 to 1870-71 . . 12 lv 


Last fourteen years, 1871-72 to 1884-85 . 14 20 


In fifty-nine out of the sixty-one villages the area under tillage 
and the revenue at the first settlement were 94,084 acros and 
Rs, 86,180. Up to 1864-65, when the American war prices began 
to abate, the revenue increased steadily und rapidly, and yeached 
its highest point of Rs. 65,192, or nearly 50 per cent. increase, in 
1871-72, the unoccupied assessed area having, in the same period, 
shrunk from 69,364 acres, assessed at Rs, 28,438, to 2,778 acres, 
assessed at Rs,987. From this year, in spite of lower prices, 
there was but a trifling decline till the effects of the famine were 
seen in 1879-80, when 4,533 acres, assessed at Rs. 1,800, had fallen 
waste. After this year a 1eaction took place, and has steadily 
gone on. In the three years, 1882-83 to 1884-85, out of 187 cases 
in which notices for the sale of occupancy nghts for the collection 
of revenue arrenrs were issued, sale took place in two instances, 
so that there has been no difficulty in collecting the revenue. 

Under the first sottlement the fifty-nine villages were arranged 
in four groups for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment, In 
these but little change was found requisite. The climate remain- 
ing the same, communications all over the subdivision internally 
had improved. in about equal proportion, and the railways, which 
had so marked an effeot on external and general conditions, had 
approached from the south and east, and thus, while accelerating 
the current and enhancing the volume of the traffic-stream, had 
not changed the direction of its original flow. Tho new grouping 
was as follows :—~ 

The first, of twenty-six villages, at R.1 6a, was raised only 2a 
above the original maximum. It was identical with the old first 
class, and comprised the northorn hilly portion of the subdivision. 
It enjoyed an excellent climate, and though its communications 
were not very good, a sufficient outlet for surplus produce was 
available, The second group, with p maximum of Rs. 12, con- 
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sisting of sixteen villages, lay round the skirt of the hilly tract, 
The climate was not so good as that of the first group, but its 
internal communications were ensy. In it were twelve villages of 
the old second class, which had a maximum of R.1 2n,, and one 
lapsed alienated village surrounded by them, Two of the old 
third group, the position of which had been improved by the con- 
struction of the made road, and one formerly belonging to Nagar, 
and with an original maximum of Rs.14, made up the sixteen. 
The third group had nineteen villages, sixteen of the old third 
class, with an old maximum of R. 1, and a new proposed maximum 
of R.1 Qa., and three villages of the old fourth group, with a 
maximum of lda, The latter, on the south-east border, were near 
the Karmila and Srfgonda roads, and resembled the other sixteen 
in all respects, There was no rice at the first settlement. The 
106 aexes since made into rice beds was assessed at dry-crop rates 
only, The area of garden laud had increased from 2,567 to 7,687 
acres. Its old assessment was R.1 18a. 7p, per acre; the new 
assessment came to Rs, 6,759, or an average of lda. Of this the 
well-watered aren was 6,381 acres, assessed at Rs. 4,264, or an 
average of 10a. 8p., and the channel-watered 1,806 acres, assessed 
at Ra, 2,495, giving an avernge of R.1 Ida. 7p. per acre. The 
usual rules with regard to the non-assessment of improvements 
and reducing that of land under old works to the highest dry-crop 
rates wore carried out, 

* The general result will be seen from the subjoined statement :— 




















4 g By Old Survey, Now Survey, i 
2: a Ocenpied Land. | Ocoupied Gand, Waste, Total, 4 § 
Area, Area, Aven, Axon, 
Aores, | Rs, Acros, Ra, |Aores,} Re, | Acres, Ra. 
1 | 26 | 78,896 | 82,867 | 81,828 | 80,489 | 607{ 348) 81,885 | 39,882 | 220 
2 | 16 | 62,720 | 20,866 | 66,925 | 26,687 | 982} 8868) 57,907 | 27,028 | 80-8 
8 | 19 | 85,366 | 12,870 | 86,923 | 16,811 | 8,229} , 902] 40,162) 17,718 | 806 





GL {161,481 | 68,598 |t78,176 | 82,987 | 4,718 | 1,681 | 179,804 | 84,568 | 264 





The assessed arable land still left unoccupied at the second 
settlement was evidently of inferior quality, being assessed at only 
Sa, Gp. per aere, Of the total increase of Rs. 17,344 in assessment 
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about 74 per cent, was due to the 18,595 additional acres which 
the revision measurements brought to light. 

In sanctioning the rates for thirty years the same remissions in 
holdings that had been increased oyer certain per-centages were 
ordered to be allowed that had been granted in other subdiviaions, 


. 





AKOLA (DA'NGI VILLAGES). 


A revision of assessment in the ddngi oy hilly partion of the 
Akol& subdivision, comprising nincty-seven of the 110 villages 
settled by Mz. Fraser-Tytler in 1848-49, and five taansferred from 
Junnay revised in 1850-51, was cairied out in 1887, and the pro- 
posals for the whole 102 villages were sanctioned by Government 
in the game year. It will be remembered. that the settlement pre- 
viously made was not one entirely according to the principles of 
the Revenue Survey, the country not having been considered at 
the time ripe for such a system. Only the superior descriptions 
of soil in rice, dry-crop, and garden, were regularly demarcated. 
and assessed, Of the mdi, or hilly Jands, only portions roughly 
defined were assessed in the lump and given out on leases for five 
yeas, each cultivator paying for his portion a proportionate share 
of the lump assessment placed on the whole. Five years alter- 
wards (1855), however, it was found practicable to measuro the 
whole of the land in detail, and the leasing system was dono away 
with, When the time for revision atiived it was found that the 
old measurement and classification of soils were so unsatisfactory, 
haying been carried out by members of the Mémlatdir’s establish- 
mont and other inexperienced men, that an entire re-measurement 
and re-olassification were ordered to be made. This has resulted 
in 29,248 old numbers becoming 25,410 new Survey and subsidiary 
numbers, ; 

In the re-classification of soils a tenth class has been adopted 
as elsewhere according to modern practice, with a view to proserva 
sufficient distinction between the valuation of superior and inferior 
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soils. Considering the roughness of the first measmements, it is 
noé surprising to find a considerable difference—one of 2,804 
acres—between the areas recorded by the two surveys. A still 
greater difference has been found between those recorded of the 
lands in occupation, the arcas under dry crop, rice, garden, and 
unarable contrasting as follows :— 


Old Suvey. New Survey. Difference, 
Acros, Aces. Acros. 
Dry-crop . 129,468 141,159 +11,691 
Rice . . 4,237 7,666 2,429 
Garden ’ 205 | 556 +851 
Unarable . 108,371 90,006 —18,365 


This tract of country lies to the west of the deshi villages, the 
revision of assessment in which has already been doseribed. If is 
divided into three principal valleys trending from north-west to 
south-east, the rivers that run through which have their beds so 
deep as to be unavailable for irrigation. The soil varies much in 
depth, but, with a good monsoon, produces fair crops of the 
ordinary hill grains. The Superintendent was of opinion that the 
rainfall is less now than at the time of the first settlement, in 
consequence of the subsequent denudation of jungle, The chief 
local market is that of Rijur, which lies in tho central valley of 
the Pravara river, and is connected by a nade road with tho Ghoti 
station on ihe north-eastern branch of the G, I. P. Railway, as 
well as with the loop lino from Dhond to Manmad, which connects 
the north-eastern with tho south-eastern branch, The other com- 
munications of the tract are unimportant, 

In the course of the Survey lease the population of these villages 
has increased by 52:4 per cent.; the better class of houses has 
more than doubled, and thatched houses have increased hy 48°7 
per cent, Agricultural’ cattle have slightly fallen off, but still 
number about one pair to seventeen acres. Carts, especially in 
the Prayava valley, where they ply for hie to the two railways, 
have nearly trebled in number, and there can be no doubt that 
the general prosperity has been greatly enhanced, partly, of course, 
owing to the riso in prices, which is shown for the four principal 
grains in the following statement in seers per rupee :— ' 


‘§ 
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Nigli. Béjri, Wheat, Rice (cleaned). 
Ton years before settlement 


(1888-89 to 1847-48), 58 Alt = BA} 20 
Ten years after settlement 
(1848-49 to 1857-58). 49 «= BBE BBR 21$ 
Second ten years (1858-59 to 
1867-68) .  .  . , hE 0 BR 11} 9% 
Highteen subsequent years . 25} 18 14 oF 


The area of cultivation in the meanwhile has almost doubled 
itself. 

Of the 102 villages included in this revision, ninety-seven camo 
under Mr, Tytler’s original settlement of Akold and five have been 
transferred from Junnar in Pina. In the latter, from a oulti- 
vated area of 2,968 acres, with 2,905 of waste in the year of settle- 
ment, the former has so much increased that there is now only 
one acre unoceupied. With the exception of 1885-86, in which 
twelve cases of distraint and sale of oceupancy took place out of 
456 in which notices were served, there have been no sales of 
occupancy for non-payment of rent from 1883-1884. 

Under the original settlement a general maximum dry-crop rate 
of R.1 2a, was fixed for the whole of the ninety-seven villages ; 
for tho five transferred from Junnar the rates were three-quarters 
and R,1. For the purpose of revision they were divided into 
seven groups, 18 follows, the first containing the single market 
town of Réjur, and having a maximum dry-crop rate of R.1 14a,, 
or two annas lower than that sanctioned in the previous year for 
the ‘group immediately to the east in the plain country. It is 
rather more hilly and moist in climate, but these disadvantages 
are compensated for by its position on a made road and its 
markets, 

The next group consists of six villages with a maximum rate 
of R.1 10a. They comprise the market town of Kotal and 
the villages lying between it and Akol4, with which they are con- 
nected bya made road. The climate is moisler than that of the 
plain country, but produces more valuable crops than the country 
farther west. The third group consists of four villages to the 
east of the second, with the same climate but inferior communi- 
cations, and two to the north of Raéjur, which have direct access 
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to Akold; the maximum of the third group is R.1 8a, The 
fourth group contains twenty-one villages with a maximum of 
BR. 1 6a.; ié contains most of those in the Pravara valley, and 
extends along both sides of the made road from the western 
border as far east as Réjur, Three other villages adjoin the 
Kotal group on the west, and have nearly the same climate as the 
latter, but inferior communications. The villages on the western 
boundary have a very moist climate, but are compensated for this 
disadvantage in eomparison with the more easterly ones hy being 
nearer the railway. The fifth group, of five villages, has the 
same maximum of R.1 4a. as the villages settled in the previous 
year, Communications are bad and carts cannot be used in it, 
although the climate is nearly the same as that of the second 
group. The sixth group, of thirty-seven villages, has a similar 
climate to the fourth, to the north and south of which its villages 
lie, but its communications are inferior; its maximum has been 
fixed at R.12a. Tho seventh and last group, with a maximum 
of R.1, consists of twenty-six villages in the remote country 
round the sources of the Pravara and Mula rivers, overhanging 
the Konkan for about eighteen miles. Tho climate is excessively 
moist, and cart tracks are almost unknown in it, 

Tho area of Government rice land recorded by tho old Survey 
was 8,829 acres, assessed at an average of R,1 8a. 4p, per acre. 
The new maximum rates, viz. Rs. 6 in the first three groups, Rs. 7 
in the three next, and Rs. 6 in the last, will give an average of 
R.1 92, 10p., which on 7,666 acres will yield Rs, 11,498, as againgt 
the former Rs, 5,822, All newly-constructed rico beds are only 
charged dry-crop rates, The former area of 205 acres of garden 
land has now increased to 512, of which 102 are under wells and 
the yest under channel irrigation. The old average rato was 
Rs. 2 9a. the acre; under the new rates land under wells will pay 
an average of R.1 7a, Gp., and that under channels Rs. 2 6a, 5p. 
Tand under new wells will only bo charged dry-crop rates, and 
that under old wells will be similarly brought down to maximum 
dry-crop assessment. 

The general result of the revision, as will be seen from the 
following table, shows an increase of Rs, 8,349 or 23'8 per cent., 
but it is in reality much Jess, as there are about 15,000 tillage 
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acres which tho new mensurement shows have hitherto escaped 
assessment :— 











a 
By Old Survoy, By Revision Surrey. g 
ae i 
and 0 Government 
of Vit. ‘Assess | Occupied Laud, Waste, Total, Fy 
ingea, | Area. | “inne, Se i 
Area, | Assesst.| Arena, |Assosst} Arca, | assosst, Fi 





Acres. | Rs. Acres Rs, | Acres, | Re, ath Ra, 

Ll— 1} 2,661 878| 2,665 | 1,841 110 89] 2,668) 1,880 
2— G6] 9,579] 4,718) 10,964) 5,687! 2,667] 652} 18, 1681 6,889 
8.— 6} 5,708] 2,564] 6,266} 2,695] 1,526] 825] 7,792) 2,820 
+21} 25,072] 7,796} 26,667 | 10,402 722! 168 27,389 10,560 
5— 5] 6,119) 1,400] 6,119} 1,825] 1,247} 241) 7,806] 2,086 
G—87 | 62,888 | 14,080} 59,492 | 17,240} 9,865] 878) 68,857 | 17,818 
7.~26| 16,066] 8,576) 18,659/ 4,271] 884] 180] 10,548] 4,402 


102 115,584} 85,012 | 180,722 | 48,001 | 11,021 | 2,123 | 141,748 | 40,484 [28-8 
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All cases of single villages in which the increase by revision 
has been more than that allowed by the orders of Government 
have been satisfactorily accounted for, mostly through the rough 
nature of the first settlement and the consequent great inequality 
of the old assessments. It will be seen from the figures given 
above that there is really little room left for further improve- 
ment, as although there are nominally about 11,000 acres of 
arable land still waste, it must be hardly worth cultivating, being 
assessed only at an average of a little over three annas an acre, 





SANGAMNER, 


Proposals for the revision of tho first Survey settlement in fifty 
villages of the Sangamner subdivision were submitted in January 
1881, and sanctioned by Government with some modifications pro- 
posed by the Survey Commissioner in June of the same year, 
Into twenty-two of these villages, which had belonged to the 
original Téluke, a settlement was first introduced in 1848-49, 


and. in the same year into sixteen others that had been trans- 
¥ 
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ferred from Akol4, Into twelve of those remaining villages, 
which were transferred from Junnar (Pina), a settlement was 
introduced in the following year, 1849-50, and in the same year 
into ono originally belonging to Parner, transferred in 1872-78, 
One village having been entirely taken up as a forest reserve, tho 
yevision was only to be made applicable to fifty wllages. In the 
Ye-measurement to which the villages were subjected there was a 
decrease of 1,425 acres in the total area, owing to more careful 
survey of boundaries, roads, &c., checked by traverse lines fur- 
nished by the Topographical Survey of India, and a transfer of 
7,855 acres from the head of unarable to that of arable land, 
much land formerly of little value, and deducted freely ag un- 
arable at the first survey, having been since brought into culti- 
vation. Some modifications weie also made in tho classification 
scale, both of dry-crop and rice lands; and, as in other revision 
settloments, a tenth added to the nine classes of soil laid down 
in the Joint Report, to leave room for a gicater difference 
than was formerly made botween the valuation of superior and 
inferior soils, In the thirty years of the Survey lease tho pressure 
of population per square mile had increased from 61°'8 to 77°5,. 
the increase in the wholo fifty villages having been 25} per cent, 
Fiat-roofed and tiled houses had increased by 848, whule inferior 
thatched houses had diminished by 8°7, Ploughs were more by 
28'2 per cent, carts by 1214; but in agricultural cattle there 
had been a very slight increase. Nearly 80 per cent, of the 
Survey numbers were cultivated by the occupants themselves, and 
%7 were sublet, In the two years preceding the settlement 894 
acres, aasessed at Ry, 472, had been mortgaged for Rs, 21,665, 
giving on average of about forty-six times the assesameut, at 
vates of interest varying from 6 to 24 percent. 221 acres had. 
heen sold at 109 times the Survey assessment; it was thus evident 
that land had acquired a high value, In the course of thirty 
years 217 substantial new wells had been constructed, 12 in the 
first ten years, 47 in the second, aud 158 in the third; and the 
area under irrigation from wells and water-lifts combined had 
risen from 568 to 2,472 acres in Government land. The prices 
of agriculiural produce had xisen, as shown by tho following 
statement :— 
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For four years preceding the first settle- 


ment , . . . 
Average of first ten years . 
a second ,, 

a third ‘ay 

% 1875-66... 
” 1876-77... 
i 1877~78 

” 1878-79. . 
Pp 1879-80 . 


76 
56 
81 
81 
33 
15 
11 
12 
14 


Soors per Rupeo. 
Javdrl, Bajrl, Wheat, Gram. 


61i 42 98h 


46 
23 
24 


18 


87 BB 
118 
vow 
194 25} 
18 18% 
8 9 
8 9 
10 123 


Although of late years prices had somewhat fallen, they were 
higher than in the famine year of 1876-77, 
notices for the sale of occupancy rights to recover arredre of 
yevenue in the three years 1877-78 to 1879-80 was 2,963, but in 


only eighteen of these did any sale actually take place. 


The number of 


The following statements show the revenue history of the two 
sets of villages before and after the Survey settlement :— 


THIRTy-EIGHT VILLAGES, 


Average Ocou- Average 


ied Area of Aron 
jovernmont of 
Land, Waste, 
Before Settlement— — Acres. Acres. 
1888-89 to 1847-48 24,688 20,261 
After Settlement— 
1848-49 to 1857-58 32,870 12,605 
1858-59 to 1867-68 45,417 5,165 
1868-69 to 1877-78 48,879 2,344, 
1878-79 . + 48,206 8,911 
1879-89 . + 45,460 6,858 


Twrivn VinLAczs, 


Before Setiloment— 
1839-40 to 1848-49 15,786 
After Settlement— 
1849-50 to 1858-59 25,872 
1859-60 to 1868-69 81,450 
1869-70 to 1878-79 82,918 
1879-80 . . 81,600 


8,079 


9,184 
3,209 

91b 
2,924, 


Remia- 
sions, 


Re, 


5,466 


882 
56 
243 


L011 


57 


24, 


Collec. 
tions, 
Ra 
22,772 


19,14d, 
25,079 
26,006 
26,186 
24,848 


15,835 


9,002 
10,640 
10,988 
10,688 
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In the latter of these statements there are fluctuations of area 
in uncultivated lands which the Superintendent's Report does not 
afford any means of accounting for. 

‘For maximum rates of dry-crop assessment it was proposed to 
divide the fifty villages into three groups. The first consisted 
nine villages near the market town of Sangamner, for which a 
rate of Rs. 2, which had already been sanctioned for the adjacent 
villages, was proposed, ox the second group, lying mostly in the 
south, but partly also in the north, a maximum of R,1 12a. was 
proposed, They were equally well off for communications, the 
former having the high-road from Pina to Nasik, and the latter 
that from Ahmadnagar to Nasik, passing through them. The 
third group comprised only three villages on the west, which, on 
account of their bad water-supply, had been lowered in the course 
of the first settlement from R, 1 12a, to R,1 8a, For these tho 
new rute proposed was R.1 10a, Lands under existing wells were 
dealt with under the general orders of Government, and for 
ehannel-watered land the maximum of Rs. 8 per acre proposed 
gave dn average rate of Rs.3 14a, 8p. Betweon the first and 
second settlements the area of rice cultivation had. increased from 
twenty-two acres in two villages to 175 acres in seventeen, The 
maximum of Rs, 8 gave an average of Rs, 2 2a, 8p. 

Tho following statement shows the general result of the revision 
approximately, the caleulations not haying been made in detail 
when the Report was sent in :— 














By Firat Settle. In- 
aa sment, By Revision Settloment, arenes 
é por 

© | ocouplea tana. | Oconpied Land. Waste, Total, cent, 

Aron, Area, Aven, Area 


Aores. | Rs Acres, |_ Rs, | Acroa,| Ra | Acres, | Res. 

9 | 10,950] 9,828 | 18,844] 11,860} 182; 61 | 14,026 | 11,981} 274 
64,132 | 25,697 | 77,046 | 86,968 | 1,056 | 259 | 78,101 | 87,227 | 439 
8] 1,978 506 | 2,367 TL] — | = | 2,867 704) 89-4 


tone 
© 
o 


50 | 77,060 | 85,581 | 98,87 | 49,582 1281 | 340 | 494 49,872] 80-4 











It will be seen that the small quantity of land that still remained 
unoccupied was of a very inferior description, its assessment 
averaging only 4a..4p. the acre. The increase after the rates were 

vol, If ‘4 15 


Ba 


‘a 
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meee out in detail would probably be 1 of 2 per cont, 
Jess tht the 89-4 per cent, shown above, The difference between 
the poe average assessment on the entire arable area was about 
an na per acre, the first settlement having made it 7a. 5p. and 
iho vovision 82. Gp. 

In forwarding the Report to Government, the Survey Commis. 
sioner proposed to transfer two villages from the Superintendent's 
first to the second group, and to lower the rates in the greater 
portion of the latter to R.1 8a. from R.1 10x, Four villages 
from this group he proposed to transfer to the third, and to lower 
the maximum of the group to R.1 6a. He thought that these 
changes would reduce the increase of 89-4 per cent. estimated by 
the Superintendent nominally to 28°5, but really to a good deal 
less, probably only 19°8 per cent. and that the average rates on 
the whole area under the old and new settlements would be 6a. Ghp. 
and 7a, 103p. respectively. 

In sanctioning these modifications, and giving the usual gua- 
rantee up to 1904-5, Government directed that the new rates 
should not be levied in full till 1888-84, In the two interniodiate 
years, 1881-82 and 1882-88, the old settlement rates plus two 
annas jn the rupee were to be levied. The same guaranteed period 
had been sanctioned in the eighty-two villages sottled in tho 
preceding year, and the settlement in the whole subdivision would 
thus expiie af the same time. For five villages originally belong. 
ing to Nésik a revised settlement hud been sanctioned with that 
of the remainder of Sinnar in 1875. 

In the remaining eighty-iwo villages revision had taken placo 
in 1880, They wero divided for maximum rates into three groups, 
the first consisted of fifteen villages, with a rate of Rs, 2, lying 
to the west of the high-road from Pina to Nasik, and possessing 
the best climate. A good many of them had casy access to San- 
gamner by that road. 

The next group, with a maximum of R.1 14a, consisted of 
eight villages close to Sangamner itself, and forty-three others, 
with a maximum of R,1 12a, All were in the cenire of the sub- 
‘division, but had not such a good rainfall as those of the first 
group. : 

Tho third group, containing the remaining sixteon villages 
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lying move to the eastward, and consequently having a more un- 
certain rainfall, had u maximum rate of R.1 10a, 

In the course of the first Survey lease the garden Jand in 
existence at the settlement, 2,295 acres, of which 2,142 were Go- 
vernment land, had risen to 7,566 acres, of which 7,208 were 
Government land, 169 acres of this were channel-watered, and, 
with a maximum of Rs, 8, gave an average of Rs.8 2e,11p. Tho 
general average on all lands came to 11a. 8p., as compared with 
10a, under the first settlement. The general increase by the new 
tates was 34:9 per cont, 

The general result was as follows :— s 




















§ | & | Former Suvoy. Revision Suvey. uy 
a 

o. e ,Ocoupied, Ocoupied Waste. Total. ba 

Aczes, ts Rs, | Acios.) Rs, | Acres. Ra, 

1 | 16 | 20,319 | 16,444 ry 1686 22,828] 672] 278} 24,858) 22,601 | 7-4 
2 8| 6,527} 4,878 7600 6 629 66 31} 7,666} 6,560 | 844 
3 | 48 | 51,726] $0,154 | 59,758| 98,63 | 2,437 | 740] 62,195 | 89,272 | 802 
4 | 16 | 80,810] 16,819 | 82,872 22,701 1,626 | 508 | 34,198 | 28,209 | 87-7 














82 109, 414 | 68,325 (128,816 90,090 | 4,801 | 1,652 jie. G17 | 91,642 B10 





SRIGONDA. ‘ 


In tho TAluka of Srigonda tho original settlement came under 
revision in 1889. That settlement had been imtroduced at various 
periods from 1851-52 to 1874-75, and revision should have been 
made in 1884-85, but was defoned in order that the Taluka, which 
had suffered severoly in tho famine of 1876-77, might recover 
fully from its effects, The villages coming under revision were 
782 in number, the remaining 74, that make up the total of 86 
constituting the present Téluke, being alienated. The total 
difference in area between the original*and test measurements 
amounted to only ‘7 per cent. In the details there were found to 
‘be 4,638 acres less in dry-crop and 5,109 in unassessed lands, and 
7,057 acres more under the head of garden. 

The old classification of soils was found to bo on the whole 


satisfactory, and was mostly adjusted with o view to enhance the 
1b * 
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valuation of the best soils in accordance with the most recent 
standards, 

Srigonda lies in the south-west corner of the Ahmadunagar Col- 
lectorate, and adjacont to the Tilukas of Bhimthadi and Sirdy in 
Pina, Its rainfall is not uniform throughout the area, but varies 
rather in regularity than in quantity, being as a Yule more favour. 
able for late than for early crops. The most common crop is 
sidlu, or cold-weather javdri (Holcews sorghum), but safflower, 
wheat, and gram are raised for export. There isa large area, 
18-4 per cent., taken up with grass and fallow, and this affords 
pasturage for considerable numbers of cattle, 

It has benefited gieatly by recent improvements in the means 
of communication. At the time of the firat settlement it had no 
made roads, whereas the loop-line of the @, I, P, Railway from 
Dhond to Manméy, with three stations within its limits, now 
traverses its entire length, and there are several roads which 
greatly facilitate intercourse and trafic. A good deal of oj is 
prepared from safflower seed, and forms, with wheat and gram, 
the chief exportable produce. The chicf local market is Srfgonda, 
a dépét where merchants collect the produce of the country to the 
eastward and despatch it from the Pimpri railway station to Paina 
and the coast, There are also weekly ‘markets held at five other 
villages. Population has not increased to the extent ascertained 
in other parts of the country, probably on account of the famino 
of 1876-77, and its density is still only oighty-nine por square mile. 
Houses, however, ave more in number by 28 per cent. in the better 
descriptions, and 70-1 per cent, in thatched dwollings, Agricul. 
tual cattle have increased by 87:7 per ceut,, milch cattle and their 
young by 29°83, and sheep and goats by 11:5. There is still, as 
noted above, a large area suited for pasturage available. Improve- 
ments in menns of communication have brought about an increase 
of carts from 760 to 1,153, an average of sixteen to each village ; 
and a proof of the material prosperity of the people is contained in 
the fact that wells and water-lifts have rixen in numbor from 
1,974 to 2,921, All this is the more remarkable that population 
in the famine year fell by 12,844, agricultural cattle by 10,196, 
and milch cattle by 11,319, 

Although 782 per cont, of the total number of Suryey fields aro 
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said to be in possession of the recorded holders, the real holders 
are said to be the money-lending classes, 2 result that is unfor- 
tunately very sure to be the result of giving full proprietary rights _ 
to the ryots in their lands, which have acquired a high saleable 
value. This is proved by 801 sales in which land of the area of 
7,115 acres, of the average assessment of ba, 11p., realised twelve 
times the assess vent, and by other land assessed at Rs. 3,726 having 
been taken as security for Rs. 34,225 advanced on mortgage, 

Prices of agricultural produce have advanced from 100 to 150 
per cont, The result of prosperity is shown in the area of culti- 
vation being now 147,886 acres, assessed at Rs. 58,756, and that of 
waste 2,656 acres, valued at Rs. 674, as compared with 80,974 acres 
(assessment Rs. 88,850) of the former, and 77,358 acres of the 
latper (assessment Rs, $4,916), in 1852-53, Tho waste assessed 
land still unoccupied is of inferior quality, assessed at about da. 
the acre. The demands of the State have been realised without 
difficulty, and remissions have seldom had to be given except in 
the famine year, In the three years preceding revision there were 
but three cases in which recourse was had to the sale of occupancy 
rights for tho collection of the revenue. 

For revision purposes three groups of villages have been formed, 
one of thirty-one villages forming the northera portion of the 
TAluka, which has the best climate, soil, and means of communi- 
cation; a second, of twelve villages, in the north-eastern corner, 
which are not quite so well circumstanced in the last particular; 
and a third, of 853 villages round Srfgonda, comprising the whole 
south of the Tiluke, Tho maximum rates for theso axe respec- 
tively R. 1 4a, R.1 8a, and R.1 2a, Those under the old 
grouping varied from 12a, to-the same maximum of R,1 4a. They 
are similar to the rates adopted in neighbouring villages of other 
Télukas, 

At the driginal settlement 3,883 acres of Government land were 
under the head of garden, and were assedsod at Re. 9,597. There 
avo now 10,529 acres, nssessed on a maximum rate of Rs, 8 at 
Rs. 21,870. Whilst the average of those under wells is 15a, 10p., 
that on lands watered from channels is Rs. 4 8a, Sp., that: which 
lies under new wells having been brought down within the highest 
dry-crop rates, and that under new wells having, according to 
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law, no new assessmont placed on it. The general financial result 
is to raise the average per acre on all lands from 6a, 10p. to 
8a. I1p., and to increaso the demands on Government lauds from 
Rs, 1,07,450 to Rs. 1,40,486, whilst there is a lowering of quit- 
rents on alienated lands of Rs. 8,685, Tho increase on tho former 
is 80°7 per cent. 

For sufficient: special reasons ina few villages an increase of 
more than the 66 por cout, allowed by the rules as tho maximum 
limit on revision in single villages has beon sanctioned, 





KARJAT. 


Tho Tiluka of Karjat, lying to the east of Srfgonda, and 
bounded on the east by the Nizim’s territory, and on tho south 
by the Talukas of Bhimthadi in Pana and Karmalé in Sholipur, 
js the last of the Colloctorate brought under revision, This hag 
been delayed for the reason given above under Srigonda, as it 
suffered equally from the effects of the famine of 1876-77. The 
seventy-two villages comprised in it belonged formorly to tho 
Korti Taluka, and, with two exceptions, were originally settled in 
1852-63. ‘ 

The total difference in area according to tho two Surveys is 
only ‘8 por cont. on 807,187 acres. Dry-crop and unagsessod land 
have been found less by 8,408 and 8,842 acres respectivoly, and 
garden land in excess Ly 5,837 acres. This increase is avcountod 
for by the number of wells being greater by 86:5 per cent, In 
cases where the area of land varied moro than 15 per cont, 12 
wore dua to errors in the old mensuremont, and 141 to changos 
arising from the action of floods and other causos, Most of the 
old. classification was found to bo good, and only 7'8*had, to be 
done over again to adapt it to recont slandards, 

Tho Téluka is the worst off in the Ahmadnagar Collectorate in 
the matter of rainfall; not so much in tho total quantity of tain 
as in tho irregularity of its fall, especially in Juno, at the begin. 
ning of the cultivating season, Only 14’6 per cent, of its arable 
area is thus devoted to early, whilst 57°9 is under late, orbps, The 


f 
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remaining 27-5 per cent, is recorded under grass and fallow, but 
is really unayable, and fit only for grazing,a fact which may 
account for the large numbers of milch cattle, sheep, aud goats 
kept by the people, 

Although the iailway does not run through it, four of the 
stations of the Dhond and ManmAd line are within easy reach of 
most of its villages, and communication between different parts, 
available at all seasons, has beon established by several new roads. 
The best that the Survey Superintendent could say for it in 1854 
was that several of the country tracks were passable for carts, and 
might be converted into good roads. Improvement in this respect 
is especially shown in the incrense in the number of carts from 
310 to 662, giving an average of six to a village, although the 
pressure of population is only about 105 to the square mile of the 
arable area. 

The particulars in which an advance is least shown are in popu- 
lation and agricultural cattle, Whilst the latter have actually 
somewhat decreased, the increase in the former is only 1°5 per cent., 
which is much less than in Srigonda even, and contrary to the 

experience of all other parts of the Deccan, It may probably be 

attributed partly to the evil effects of the famine, from which a 
comparatively poor population had much difficulty in recovering : 
but, on the other hand, houses of a superior description havo in- 
creased by 85°83 per cent., and thatched houses by “11'2, which 
renders the small increase in population difficult to explain. Tho 
increase in the highest group of fourteen villages has been 156 
per cent., and in the third 82; while in the séeond, of twenty-five 
villages, there has been on actual decrease of 8:2 per cont., accom- 
panied by sn jnorease in superior houses, which is not quite 
counterbalanced by the decrease in houses of an inferior kind. 
The decrease of inhabitants through the famine is returned in the 
three groups as 28, $7°8, and 85°8 per cent. respectively, and in 
agricultural cattle 41'4 per cent. inthe whole Taluka, To contrast 
with these, although the loss in milch cattle amounted to the large 
number of 79:9 per cent, in 1877-78, the incicase during the 
whole period of the lease was 83°3 per cent. On the whole those 
statistics appear to be of doubtful authenticity. ‘ 

Prices have undoubtedly risen by about 100 por cent, sinco the 


282 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


first settlement was introduced, but the returns of 1cgistration do 
not show satisfactorily the multiples of the Survey assessment for 
which Jands have been leased, sold, and mortgaged, so as to allow 
of a judgment being formed of their haying acquired a saleable 
value, The revenue was, however, collected for the three yoars 
preceding the settlement without the occupancy right in land being 
sold in any single case. Remissions had, with tho most trilling 
exceptions, only to be granted in the famine year, and the increase 
in cultivated area between the year of settlement and 1888-89 was 
58,970 acres. This could not have been brought about with such 
a amall increase of population without largely improving tho 
resources of the cultivators. 

For maximum ates of dry-crop assessment tho Téluka has 
heen divided into four groups at R,1 8a, R.1 dn, 14 and 18 
annas respectively. ‘This grouping differs but little from {hat 
adopted at the original settlement. The first group adjoin and 
ave of the same kind as those of the Srigonda Taluka, assessed. at 
the same maximum, and have the best climate and most favour. 
able means of communication, The second group run from north- 
west to south-east, and have within or close to them the chiet 
market towns of Mirajgion and Karjat; these, under the old 
settlement, had maximum rates of 14 and 12 annas. Tho third 
group lie in two blocks, ove almost surrounding the second, and. 
the other on the south-west boundary along the Bhima 1iver and 
adjacent to Bhfmthadi in Pina, whore the villages have n maxi- 
mum of a rupee, The former of these blocks has the market of 
Mirajgdon available, and the latter that of Kavmila in Sholipur, 
in addition to haying easy access to Risin and the railway. Thoy 
had, under tho old settlement, » maximum of 12 annas for tho 
most part, and have now been raised to 14, Tho fomth group 
have inferior means of communication, and not guch a good 
climate as those of tho third, and have a masimum of 18 annas, 
The result has been te raise the assessment of the four groups 
respectively by 36-8, 32°83, 35°9, and 27:3 respectively, 

The area of land under garden has rison in the course of the 
lease from 2,148 to 7,875 neres in Government land, At the | 
maximum rate of Rs. 6 adopted for irrigated land, that under well 
irrigation will have an average rate of 11a, 6p. in consequence 
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of what is under old wells having been assessed at only dry-crop 
rates, The average on land watered from channels, 284 acres, 
will be Rs, 2 9a. 9p. 

The geneval financial result will be to increase the demands of 
tho State from Rs. 58,952 to Rs. 69,480, and there will remain for 
expansion of cultivation a small area of inferior land, 3,098 acres, 
assessed at an average of 2a. 8p. The increase is 28°8 per gent, 
well within the limit of 88 per cent. fixed by the rules as the’ 
maximum of enhancement on a revision for a Téluke. 

The quit-rent on alienated lands has risen from Rs. 8,036 to 
Ra, 4,048. 

The average rates under the original and new settlements are 
4a, 4p, and 5a, 7p.,an increase of 1a, 8p. There is » very largo 
area, 90,905 acres, of unarable land, which affords extensive pas- 
turdge ground for the large number of milch cattle and sheep 
and goats, 65,408, in the possession of the people. 

In the year 1889 a revised settlement was carried out in nine- 
teen scattered villages of the Sangaumer and Kopargion Tilukas 
originally settled in different years between 1851-62 and 1856-87. 
Tho circumstances under which those two Télukas were revised, 
the rates of assessment adopted, and the effect of those rates on 
the Government revenue have already boen described in detail, 
and need nob be repeated. The rates adopted in the ninoteon 
villages are the same as those of others in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood now in force under the revision. 

Tn consequence of the heavy losses sustained by theso Tilukas 
during the famine of 1876-77, special remissions of demand were 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State for India in 1880, for three 
years, and these remissions having since then been specially con- 
tinued, the application of the new rates has had the result of 
raising the increase in most of the present villages above the 
limits permitted by the rules at revised settlements, The special 
considération shown in the case of the Télukas in question, as 
already described, has accordingly been extended to these isolated 
villages. 
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BIJAPUR (KALADGI). 


Tan Bijapur Collectorate, the most easterly in the Bombay Presi- 
dency, lies between 17° 28' and 15° 48’ N. lat, and 75° 24! and 
76° 81 B. long. It contains an area of 5,757 square miles, and a 
population of 110 to the square mile, ft is in length about 110 — 
‘miles,‘and. varies from fifty to seventy-five miles in width from 


east to west. ‘Five of its subdivisions are on the north, and three ~~ 


on the south of the river Krishna. It is bounded on the north 


sand east, and partlyon the south, by the Nizim’s. torvitories. | | 


‘On’ the west it touches Belgim and several small Native States 
‘lying on the east of the latter, and on the south Dhdrvér and | 
tho small state of Rimdurg, Its subdivisions, eight in number, 
aro Indi, Sindgf, Bijépur, Bagvadi, Mudebihdl, . Bigalkot, 
Bidimi, and Hingiind. Tis vernacular language is principally 
Mahratti, but towards the south it verges on Kénfrese, 

Bijipur, or, as it was called until lately, Kalfdgi, was first 
formed into a Collectorate in 1864, out of subdivisions formorly 
-Inoluded in Sholépur and Belgim, It mostly fell into the hands ° 
of the British in 1818, on the overthrow of the Peshvi, Bajirto, 
Between those two dates a good many villages accrued to it from 
lapses, exchanges, and. confiscations ; but since the former yont 
no territorial changes of any ‘extent have taken place, and it still 
consists of its original eight subdivisions, There are, in consé- 
quence of its having been formed into.a separate district only in 
‘1864, no Reports on it during the early years of: British wile : 
separate from: what will be given under the head of Dhirvér; to 
which: the three most reid Belgtin subdivisions of. Bégullot, 
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Baddmi and Himgiind belonged from 1818 to 1837; fvom tho: 


Jattor your thoy: wore attnchod to Bolgim till 1864, when Kalddgi 
became a soparnte Collostornto, Some account. of the carly 
revonuo history of the Sholépur portion has beon givon undor' the 
head of that district, 


From tho yem 1825, six or sovon yonrs aftor tho iitroduction. 


of British rule, to 1848-44, when. tho first Revenue Survey settle. 
nient'was commenced, the mvon under cultivation in the four sub. 
divisions of Badimi, Bigalkot, Htngttnd and Bijapur rather foll 
off than inerensed; tho vovonno in tho sani. poriod fell. from 
Ra, 8,109,959 to Rs. 2,46,261, whilo tho remissions in tho last you 
wero still as high as Rs, 60,500. Tho avorago of. rovonue for the 
same years was Rs, 2,57,440, aad of the emissions Rs. 96,110, 

Tho sottlomont in 1848-46 oxtonded to 132 Government villages 
in tho old Indf subdivision, sprond-oyor tho subordinate divisions 
of Indf, Almel, and Chadchan. Tho population was about sixty- 
‘tony to tho aquavo milo, Who rainfall was slightly heavier than 
that of Tnddpur, tho Survey rates of which wero tho standard to 


_ Which thoso of all tho noighbouring country wore reforred, ‘Tho 


markot of Indf was said.to bo equal to that of Ind&pur, and 
better than thoso.of Mohol or MAdhn as far.as jandrt wns oon. 
“gorned, but inforior to them as -rogardod. biéjri, ° ho. atalistionl 
“-jnformation ta. to former ‘cultivation was so untrustworthy, that 
tho avorago collections ‘could notlio acouratoly ascortinined, « It 


was, thorofore. considorod’ advisablo: rathor 40: undory thait oyow 


assess it, For tho Indf villagos, accordingly, the ‘sano maximum 
vatoa of dry-crop agsoasmont wore proposed as hud boon. sano- 
tioned for Inddpur, and for tho Almol villages. xatos lower by 
“10 per cont, Chose would give the former an average of bn. Op, 
por acre, and for.tho Jattor ono of Sa. 2p. 

Those averages compared with thoso of other noighbouring sub. 


divisions ' wore as follows :— 
a 


hea we : mu op 
Tnddpur Oo SS Ae ee BU: 
Mohol.,.0 oe 8 
Madha ce a BB 
Bholdpur: Oe OF: 
Bish a  e 
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The general result of the rates proposed for Ind{ and Almel 
was ag follows, as compared with the revenue under iehs oxisting 


system for 1842-48, or,  .  . : 7 , re ‘io? 
Invi— 
On the arable area according io Ra. 
the new rates . . . . 87,901 
On the cultivaied aren.  . « 82,708 
ALMEL— 
On the arable area a ‘ , 87,690 
» cultivation =, . . » 24,581 


Total on cultivation : . 57,284 





Giving a decrease of . . 6,918 , 
On the average of ien years the decrease was 10,251 


The Revenue Commissioner did not consider the existing assase. 
ment on the whole heavy, but it was uncqual on account of tho 
assessment on land held on the chili tenure, to be described under 
Dhérvar. 

Tho Superintendent of Survey proposed thai the extia assess- 
ment that would fall, under the new system, upon tho lightly- 
assessed chili lands should bo only levied gradually, This was 
not concurred in by the Collector. He stated that the chdlt rates 
wero originally only tho full rates paid by the heroditary ryols 
(Mirdsdars) as opposed to whti (lump sums) or hatguédé (low innke- 
weight) vates, paid according to their agreements by strangers. 
Village officers holding largo areas of service lands wore compelled. 
not only to pay chéli rates, but to cultivate Government lands 
which they were not allowed 10 relinquish, Henco such rates 

ae customary as an indirech means of taxing nlienated lands, 
and \were put on on various pretexts, so as to render tho aSSCSE- 
ments very unequal, “This was probably not unjust in the cnge of 
alienated londs, which had in most cases beon obtained possession 
of illeguuly. 

Goverment, in sanctioning the proposed rates, said there was 
no occasion to levy tho extra rates on the chili lands by degrcos. 
If the mot rates were fair, and the ryots did not choose to accept 
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thom, they had tho option of throwing up iboir lands, Tho 
Suporintondont had proposed that he should bo allowed to sottlo 
tho levies of tho village officers (balolé hake) on a systom by which 
thelr amount would vary according to the ant-lurn of crops. Go- 
vornment sanctioned the abolition of the payments levied from 
villago officers, but directed that the latter should no longer bo 
alowed to collect tho lovy mado by them from tho ryots for tho 
purpose of meeting thoso puymonts. 

Tho maximum rates, which wero sanctioned for thirty years, 
woro 12%, for Indf, as in Indgpur, and 10a, 10p. for Almal, with a 
maximum rate for garden lands of Rs,2. Tho average rate for 
the Chadchan villagos nmounted to a, 

In 1844-45, 198 villages in tho potty divisions of Bardol, Hal- 
songi, and Horti in Ind{ wore monsurod and classified, and revisod 
vates introduced into the two former, ‘Tho population of the 
Government villages was about soventy-oight to tho square mile, 
The pooplo wore fairly well off, and thoro was a good domand in 
tho local markots for its cotton, which was nol of superior quality, 
Tho rates proposed for Bardol and Halsangi were the samo ns 
those of tho vost of Indf{; but in a fow villagos thoro was a gra 
daunted incroaso of 5, 10, and 18 por cent, boyond these, For Woxti 
wv veduction of 12 por cent, below these rents was proposed, ‘Tho 
collections of formor yonrs wero estimated roughly at Its, 45,000, 
and did not inohide cash payments to village ollicery levied directly 
from the cullivalors before 1886, Tho gross rental at tho pro- 
posed rates was ostimntod ab Ra, 71,408, or Re. 11,404 abovo 
former ‘collections. ‘ho estimate for tho oultivatod aren was 
Re, 46,849, o 8 por cant. beyond thom, Tho rates for Bardol and 
Malanngi wore sanctioned by Covornment, and thoso for Torti 
postponed for furthor consideration. 

In the same yonr revised rates wore proposed for tho portion of 
the subdivision of Mudobihtl under tho Mimlatddt’s charge, 
Tho maximum xatogs proposed by tho SurVoy officers wore 20 por 
cont, above those sanctioned for T-fpur, and tho classification. of 
inferior soils wag raised go as to assimilate it move closely to that 
of tho better soils, which would tend to ineronso tho rontal 
generally, 

In the revision which took placo on the oxpiration of the thirly 
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years’ gunianteo, it was found that there had not been sufficient 
difference made between the valuation of superior and inferior 
soils, and the reverse process to this had to be adopted. In this 
case the 1eason assigned was that the rainfall was more certain, 
thus admitting of the extensive cultivation of colton, and tending 
to inaicase returns from soils of low value, Tho statistics relating 
to prices were not very ichable, but that of bdjri was about equal 
to that of {ndipur, and higher than that of Indf, while that of 
javéri, which was mostly consumed locally, was higher than in 
either of those districts, A little bijri was oxported, 

he Collector was of opinion that, as the Survey revision would 
probably throw more grain on the market, its price mght fall, bub 
this would not affect the price of cotton, which was an article of 
export. On the whole, he did not think that the prices would 
warrant an meiease of assessment, and proposed a general rise of 
only 15 per cont These 1easons were not considered conclusive 
by Goveinment, who sanctioned the proposals of the Survey 
officers, 1omarking that the rates could be lowered if found to bo 
too high, 

The average inte according to these proposals would be 7a. 8p., 
whereas the payments for the last six yensa had averaged 9a. 7p. 
On the cultivated area the assessment would be Rs, $1,267, ox 
Ra, 8,020 below the actual collections of 1842-48, and Re. 4,027 
below the averago of twenty-two yeas, In addition to this, tho 
cessation of direct levies by district and village officers would give 
a decided relief to the ryots. Tho Superintendent estimated that 
Rs, 4,000 from the assessment of chili lands would bo taangferied. 
to alienated Jands, and about Rs. 3,000 would havo to bo paid out 
of the revenue as compensation to district and village officers for 
the loss of their gugit, or levies in kind, hitherto levied directly 
from the cultivators, 

Somo relaxation of rates was proposed for the northern yillages, 
80 that the full 1ates Would be confined to the better paris of tho 
district, Over the whole area of the distiict tho rental would be 
Rs. 68,598, which would be reduced to Rs, 64,766 (inclusive of 
adyer) by an allowance of one-seventh for wasto, This woyld be 
an incrense over the collections of 1842-48 of Rs, 15,854, over 
those of six years of Re, 12,010, and over those of twenty years of 


. 
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Ra, 14,608, Tho same rales for garden lands were proposed as in 
othor districts, 

Rovisod intes for tho polly division of L'nmbgi, in Mudobihdl, 
Wolc soon afterwards proposed, ‘hose wore, as in tho prinofpal 
division nolod, above, 20 por cent. above tho Indapur and Ind( 
ryatos, but tho modification in the clagsification scalo mado use of 
in the romnindor of the subdivision to 1nise tho valuo of inferior 
soils was not adopted. Tho most fortilo portion of thoso villagos 
lay in tho valloy of tho river Dén (Dhono). 

Tho highest 1ate of 20 por cont. above Tndépur was proposed 
for tho villages in the immodiate nojghbourhood of the market 
town, of 'Lilikoti, and one of 8 por cont, less for those moro than 
iwolvo miles from that place. Tho Collector objected to moro 
thay ono sot of rates in tho samo subdivision, and proposed a 
gonoral maximum of 15 por vont. nbove thogo of IndApury, with a 
apecial addition of 5 por cont, in tho Ddn villages, Of this the 
Supointendont of Survoy did not approve, on tho ground that the 
clnasification of soils had ahondy sufficiontly provided for tho dit. 
foronco in valuo in tho Dén soils, THe ostimatod that his proposals 
would give an average of Za ovor the wholo arable nven, and of 
8a, on cultivation, the old avorago por acro having boon 73x, Tho 
average collections had boen Rs. $2,686, and on dry-crop land 
alone Ts. 23,861; bub in 1889-40 tho collections had vigen to 
‘Ry, $2,266, ‘By tho now intes tho assessment on tho cultivated 
aon would ho Rg. 88,775, Tho eidli roles wore ostimatod to have 
boon R.'L Su. 8p. por nore, but had only beon paid ont of alion- 
alod, hold conjointly with Govormont, lends, ‘Lho average 
halyutw oy mako-weight rates had not oxeceded 64a, and, with 
about In. por novo in grain paid to tho hereditary ofllens, brought 
the avorago up tho 74a. given above, For gardon rates » maxi- 
soum of 8a, lesa than in tho districts already sotlled was proposed, 

In the Governmont resolution on theso conflicting proposals, 
stnotion was given to tho gonoral inte “being 20 per ecnL, above 
that ‘of Indépur, and, on the recommendation of the Revenue 
Commissioner, to tho oxtra 5 por cont, on the Dén villages: and. 
it was remarked, with referonco to tho Suporintendont’s objootion 
that tho oxtra fertility of the Iand in them had beon already pro- 
vidod for in tho classification of soils, that tho criteria of climate, 


240 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


soil, and neainess to market wero not entirely to be depended 
on in fixing the assessment on lands, Tho cost of conveying a 
cavt-load of produce for twenty miles was not materially more 
than it would be for twelve. They found that of Into years ohdl 
land had been abandoned on account of the high gasessmont put 
‘upon it, and that paving Kaéguta vates had been taken up, so that 
these rates were cyidently the nearest approach to a fair slandard 
of valuation. 

The modrfleation of the classification scalo adopted in the 
Mimlatdar’s division of Mudebihdl, with a view to bring tho 
value of superior and inferior soils nearer together, waa the 
reverse process to what it was found necessary to adopt at the 
revision on the expiration of the thirty years’ guarantee; tho great 
fault of the early classification had been shown by eaperioncn to 
be that the inferior soils had not been classed low onough to give 
the fa rolative values of them and the better kinds of soil. The 
vesolution of Government authorising the increase of 5 per cont. 
in the maximum rato of a few villages on account of the alleged 
greater fertility of their soils, in opposition to the Superin- 
tendent’s opinion, was passed in the infancy of the Survey system, 
and before it was undeistood how completely a good classification 
of soils does provide for their fair relative valuation, apart from 
the ciiteria of climate and nearness to market, which afford amplo 
grounds, in connection with prices, realisations of revonuo, &a,, 
for fixing money rents. 

In 1845 fifty-seven villages in Hippargt were brought under 
revision, The country was divided into thiee belts, for tho most 
northerly of which, whore tho yainfall was most uncertain, the 
game maximum iates as in Indf{ were proposad; for tho contral 
belt, in which it was more certain, an incronso of 5 por cont. 
over those rates, and for the southern bell one of 10 per cent,, as 
in tus the rainfall was comparatively certain, The Callector 
proposed. that 5 per cent. should be added in the Dén villages. 
Exclusive of a portion of the tract in which tho assessmont had 
been unusually low, the average former rates had becn 92a, and 
the collections 9}a,; inclusive of that portion the average had 
heen 82. 1p. The average at the proposed vatos would be about 
7% annas, that in Indi having been 6a. 1p. and that of Almol 
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Ga. 8p, Tho ostimated immodiato fnancinl reauli would bo a 
roduetion of Rs. 4,864 below past collootions. Tho gross rental 
on arablo Jand was estimated at Rs. 10,095, or Rs. 47,405 nbovo 
Rs. 58,500, tho avornge collections of tho lavelve yonrs ending in 
1848-44, Tho Survey proposals woro sanctioned, with tho addi- 
tion of the 5 per cont. in the Dén villages suggested by tho 
Collactor. 

In 1845 « revised sottlomont was introduced into eighteen vil 
Ingos thon bolonging 10 tho Mangoli subdivision of the Sholépur 
Sub-collectorate., Tho Supountondont roportod that tho rainfall 
in thig rach was suporior to that of Indi, but tho markets wore 
not so good. Its situation on tho whole was about oqual to that 
of tho northorn portion of Mippargi, whore tho Indi yates, tho 
same ag those of Indfpur, had boon adopted. Io accordingly 
proposed tho same rates for Mangoli, with an addition of 8 per 
cont, for tho villagos in tho south-east portion, The Collector, 
on tho other hand, objected to any difference being mado betwoou 
tho north and south villages, and proposed a goneral meronso of 
8 por cont in all, with an oxlra & por cont. for the villages in tho 
Dén valloy. 

The Suporintondont cstimated that his proposod rates would. 
givo an avorago of Sn. por aoro on tho arnblo aren and of a, on 
oultivation, and that tho immodiate roduotion on tho rental of 
1848-44 would bo Ry, 6,894, ‘Tho pross Survoy rental was esti. 
matod at Ra, 88,264, ov Tes, 14,652 vbovo tho colleotions of 1842-48, 
Tho avorago collestions per acro for 1889-40 and 1842~48 had 
boon rospootivoly 11a, Op. and Ln. 8p. Tho gardon ratos pro» 
poxod. wore, as in othor districts, soltlod at Rs. 2 an neve. 

Tho Suporintondont’s rates woro supported by tho Rovenue 
Commissioner, hut Govornmont approved of tho Collector's pro- 
posnls. Inn subsoquont Resolution it was oxpinined that Govern. 
ment did not sanction an inorengo of 5 per cont. in the Dén 
valloy rates, but adopted tho Sholdpur rates, which wore 20 per 
cont, abovo those of Indépur, 

A. sopavalo Report was submitted for two other divisions of 
Mangoli namod, aflor villages of thoso names, the Bigovddi and 
Nirgundi pelty divisions. In tho lattor tho revisod scale of 
claasifiention to xaiso tho relative value of the inferior orders of 
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soil was adopted on account of a moro certain rainfall, ‘Tho ratos 
proposed wore 10 per cont. above the Indépur rates. The Col- 
lector proposed that the increase should be only 5 por cont. and. 
if one of 10 per cent, were adopted, that the now seale of classi- 
fication should not be made use of; but tho Revenue Commis. 
sioner supported the Superintendent’s proposals, 

For thai part of Hippargi bordering on Bigovadi a 10 por 
cent. iucrense had been adopted, and prices in Ind{ wero much 
the same as in Bigevidi. Going thence to the south-east towards 
Mudobiha] prices gradually rose, and an increase of 20 por cent, 
had been adopted for tho latter, so that the proposed increase of 
10 per cont, for Bigevidi appeared reasonable. Tho average, 
according to these rates, would come to about 7$a, on Bigovidi, 
but probably only to 6}a, on the wholo district, In Nirgundi 
the average would probably be 8a. : 

The general financial results, is was estimated by the Superin- 
tendent, would be as follows :— 

On the cultivated dry-crop area :— 

Res. 


Bigevidi . . ., 19,287 
Nivgundi ‘ 2 ee 6,285 
25,492 
Estimated garden land . . 400 at Rs. 2 por acre. 
25,892 
Provious collections estimated :— 
Rs. 
Bigovidi . . « « 16,000 
Nirgundi . . . . 5,177 


21,177 oy on inoronse of Reg, 4,715, 


But former collections were probably higher than this estimate, 
The reports of the revenue to the Pant Pratinidhi, under whom 
the villages had been, had heon systematically undoy-atated. 
When tho villages came into British possession, the low kdéol 
leases under which lands had been held wore just falling in, but 
the rates wero still continued; moreover, the leave then given to 
throw up land, which bad beon previously forbidden, resulted in 
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animmodiato doevoaso of about Rs.3,000 of rovenue, Tf it had 
not boon for those rensons former colloctions would havo boon 
grontor. Tho proposals of tho Suporintondont were sanctioned 
by Government, 

Tho subdivision of Biddmi, formerly under the Dhiivér 
Collootorate, though measured proviously, did not como untlor 
sottloment till 1850-51. Tho district was divided naturally into 
threo divisions, In tho south tho plain was a continuation of tho 
great Onrnatic black soil country; in the contro was a rough, 
hilly tract, impassablo for caris, bub having tho best reinfall, and 
in tho north-woat an undulating country. 

Thovo was a considorablo spinning and woaving industry in the 
country, which onablod tho holdorg of land, by supporting a non- 
agricultural class, to find a good local market Lor thoir fiold pro- 
duoc, Tho people wore, however, on Lho wholo not in ® prosporous 
condition, 

Tho Governmont villages in Bidémi had boon surveyod in 1818, 
and in 1828-24 tho moasuromonts wore mado tho basis of tho 
rovento accounts, In 1825-26 a rovision of assessment based on 
these moasuromonts had boon introduced. In tho intorval 
betwoon 1826-27, aller this rovision, and 1849~50 the aren undor 
tillaga had fallen from 80,600 acres to 78,829, and. tha collections 
incronsod from Ts. 55,729 by about Rs. 100,000, tho romissiona 
having fallen from Rg. 24,108 to Rs, 810. Tho LA? villages of 
tho subdivision, inclusive of alienated, wore groupod for maximum. 
rateg of dry-cxop nssossmnont undex thias classes, 

Por tho contral clags, which comprised the manufaciwing 
villages, a maximum of R.1 da. was proposed; Lox the socond, of 
eighty-soven villngos in the hilly taact, ono of BR. 1 2a; and for 
tho Uhird, of tho yomaining ffly-soven, on the south of the Mal. 
prabha rivor and on the riorth and west bordorg of Bidémi, ono of 
RB. 1. There wore 228 acres of gardon land, in which a maxinmn 
of Re. 5 gave an avorngo of Ra, 2 Lda. in place of a Lormor average 
of Rs. 5 12m 1Op,; and 801 acres of rico, in which a maximum of 
Raid gave one of Rs.2 In. 7p. in placo of the old averago of 
Ra, ? la. 10p. 

Tho gonoral rosult, of which tho dotaila wore as follows, veducod 
tho rental from Rs, 71,884 10 Rs, $1,225, or 28 por cont. :— 

16 * 


244 THE DAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY, 





Swrvey Rental 





No. of! gia 
Clase, | VI, | Rental, pees 
‘i Cultivated. Tinto Waate, Total. 





Arca. | Asgosat, Anon, |Asgoast | Aron. 
Rs, Acres, | Ra mn p| Acres. | Re Agios, Re, 
dat 7 {| 6,046] 4,979] 8,150; 10 1] 8,928] 2,686] 8,902} 65,786 
Qnd | 87 | 84,882 | 88,627 | 24,080} 9 11 | 84,217 | 18,501 | 72,844 | 42,590 
Bid j 58 | 80,856 | 42,202 | 28,986] 9 1) 81,812/19,120] 78,514 | 48,115 








Total | 147 | 71,884 | 86,808 | 61,226 | 9 6} 69,452 | 40,206 | 105,260 | 01,491 





Tt will be observed that in these villages, which camo wider the 
Southern Mahratta Country Survey, the system of groping vil- 
lages for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment was adopted, 
whereas in the Sholdpur villages, under the Deccan Survey, tho 
plan of assessing from one maximum deduced from the atandard, 
of the Indipur ratcs was made use of. 





BAGALKOT, 


In 1850-51 the assessment of the 124 Government villages in 
the subdivision of Bigalkot, immediately north of BaAddmi, and 
between it and the Krishna river, was revised, The only really 
good soil in the subdivision was to be found in the valloy of that 
river and in that of the Ghatprabha, which foll into it, The com. 
munications of the tract were so bad that hardly any whoolod 
vehicles existed, Tittle cotton was grown, although the black 
soil near those two rivers was suited to it, It had, however, tho 
advantage of the two local markets of Bigalkot and Kalddgi for 
the disposal of its cereals. Tizigation was little vesorted 10, from 
the want of water. 

Shortly after the British conquest it was measured undor Mr. 
Thackeray’s survey, and the assessment of thirty-seven villagos 
was revised by Mr, Stevenson in 1827-28, With this exception, 
the old system of assessment continued in force up to the time of 
the revision. 

Between 1827-28 and 1849-50, the year before the revision, tho 
aren under tillage had fallen from 75,648 nores to 64,066, and the 
collections increased from Rs, 41,854 to Re, 58,506, remissions 
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having fallen from Re, 45,d44 in tho former to Re, 1,708 in the 
latter year, Jor maximum rates of dry-crop assoasmont Bigalkot 
was divided into four groups, tho first consisting only of tho town 
of Bigalkot and two villages close to it, for which I, 1} was pro- 
posed as the highest rato. Tho second group, of thirty-two 
villages, was in the valloy of tho G@hatprabha, and for this tho 
maximum was R.1 2a. Tho maximum of tho third proup, which 
surrounded the second, was R.1, and consisted of twenty-nino 
villages; and tho remaining sixty, in tho Ghatprabha and Krishna 
volleys, formed the fourth group, with a maximum of Lda, For 
garden land the highost rate was Rs. 5, and for rico land Rs, 4, 
tho averages sovorally being Rs. 2 ba, 2p. and R,1 120, 8p. Tho 
genoral result of the adoption of theso ratos was a reduction in tho 
agsesamont from Re, 69,224 to Rs, 42,890, or 27 por cont. 
Tho doinils for tho four groups of villages woro as follows i— 













Ingoa, ‘Waato Total, 


i Ne a old Now Surroy. 
| acy pe ee 
sess Cullisatod. 





Axon. Avgo.rnte- Anon, Areas 

Ra, | Anos. | Ra, » Aoios, | Re 

8} 2,087) 1,426) 1,817 ti 1,260] 1,020 A088 atin 
82 | 16,888 | 16,126 | 11, yau8 | 21 2 88,887 aA 
18,864 11,908 9 10 81,214 19, 886 
GO | 28,782 | 86,050 | 18,080) 8 8 70,470 80,121 


791 [59,286 | 70,074 | 42,800] 9 8 | 70,018] 87,164 | 141,287 | 80,044 


BewE 
2» 
s 
me 
>, 
re 
S 
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About 50 por cont, of the arablo aroa was thus waste, 


TLUNGUND. 


Tho subdivision of Hungund, in tho south-oast cornor of the 
Colleclornte, was next rovised. Tho 142 Government villagos con- 
inined in it wore monsured and classed “in 1848-1850, and tho 
rovised rates introducod in 1850, but not sanctioned till 1885. 
It had boon measured under Mr, Thackorny’s ordors soon after 
tho avcossion of British rule, and from 1825 tho menguromonta 
formed the basis of tho revonue accounts, but the assessments had 
not beon systematically rovised. The rainfall was regular, and a 
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failure of crops was seldom known. A good deal of colton was 
grown, and much of it was worked up by local spinnors and 
weavers, who constituied a considerable non-agriculiural popu 
lation, The population on the whole numbered 145 to tho square 
milo, Carts were little used, although thore wore sovernl fair 
local markots, both for raw produco and silk and cotton manu- 
factures, 

Brom 1826-27 to 1850-51 tho aren under cultivation had fallen 
from 96,568 to 92,897 acres (in 1849-50 the1o wore about 8,000 
acres more), and tho collections had vison from Ra. 65,496 to 
RBs. 78,28, remissions having fallen in tho samo poriod from 
Rs, 16,816 to Rs. 67. 

Tho villages were thrown for dry-crop assessment into two 
groups, one with a maximum rato of a rupee, and a second avith 
one of 14a. The former consisted of twenty-threo villages near 
the hills in the western portion of the subdivision, and, in addition 
to a good climate, had the advantage of » good market, Tho Inttor 
comprised the whole of the remaining 119 willagos, which woro 
not so favourably situated. In fifty-two villages thoro wore 809 
acres of poor garden land under irrigation from wells. The highost 
yate proposed for this was Rs.2 12a, giving on avorngo of 
B.1 8a, 8p. in place of tho old one of Rs,2 5%, Of rico there 
wore 454 acres in thirty villages, and tho maximum rato proposed 
gavo an avernge of R.1 120, dp. as against R, 1 Lba, 8p. under 
the old system, On the wholo tho rovision lowered tho rontal 
from Rs, 81,889 to Ra. 64,041, or 21 per cont, as shown below :— 





Now Swvoy, 





E No.of] gia 


Inges,) St voy. 





Cultivated. ‘Wasto, otal, 





Rental. | Aren, | Rental, [Aorernte,| Arca, | Rental. | Arca. | Rontal. 
Ra, Aovés. Rs, aM ye | Acres Re, Ao1ou, Ra 
1] 28 11,082 12,600 7,473 9 6 5,873 2,719 18,472 | 10,186 


Q | lle } 70,207 | 08,082°} 56,568 0 B | 44,072 | 23,801 | 1,064 | 70,020 





14a | 81,820 | 108,082 | 64,011 9 B | 5081 | 20,074 | 180,20 | 00,115 








In this subdivision it will bo seen that about one-third of the 
arable area was waste. ‘ 
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BIJAPUR, 


Tn 1855-86 the oighty-oight Goyornment villages of tho sub. 
division of Bijipur were rovised, ‘Tho rainfall in this tract was 
uncortain, Tho heaviest falls gonorally occuring in Septembor 
and October, nt the sotting-in of the North-ast monsoon, tho 
country was moro suited for vabé (spring) than for hurif (un. 
tunnel) crops. Tho most fertile portion was in the valloy of the 
Déxn, whore tho salt clomont iu tho soil was rather Layvourable to 
tho growth of wheat and somo other crops, Much of tho rest of 
the country was completely barron. Tho IItbli-Sholtpur cleaved 
rond passed through tho subdivision, but was only of use as fay 
as the consumption of forago along it served to digposo of produce 
locally, In Bijapur itself thore was a small Joenl market, but all 
othor markets wore from twonly to twonty-fivo miles boyond the 
limits of tho subdivision, There was a vory small non-ayricul- 
tral population, and the peoplo generally were poor, Wheeled 
traffic was almost unknown. 

Bijapur had boon included in tho territory mado over to Sittdrn 
on tho overthrow of the Poshvé in 1818, and had been badly 
governed, Botwoon 1821 aud 1828 it had beon survoyed, with the 
oxcoption of a Low villages added subsequently, in common with 
tho vost of tho Séltdrn country, and the assossmont revised, but 
tho now vatea could nob bo ronlised, and were given up, Tho dia. 
trict rovorted to British rulo in 1848, on tho lapso of Sétisun, Dut 
poth before and aflor this tho nominal avon of cultivation was only 
kopt up on an understanding that » pormanent roduotion in the 
Agaossment (Idund told) should bo made. ‘Cho amount of this was 
a mattor of bargain with the district officials, and the real assuss- 
mont was consoquently not only high but very unoven, Remis- 
sions had accordingly to bo givon, and mostly wont to thoso who 
wore able to bribe tho officials highest, and the weaker landholdors 
had to bear tho heaviest burdons, It is not a matter of surprise, 
thoroforo, thal during tho Sitidra régime collections varied from 
Tis, 28,120 to Rs, 88,610, and remissions from Rs, 8,060 10 Ry. 97,800. 
After the ro-introduction of British managomont remissiona 
rathor inoreasod, and caro was taken that they roachod those for 
whom they wore intended. 
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In 1849-50 the aren under tillage was 1,438,911 acros, and foll 
by 1854-55 to 1,80,212 acies, the collections falling from Rs, 84,161 
to Ra, 50,356, and remissions avernging Rs, 68,286 » year. 

For revision the eighty-cight villages were divided into throo 
groups, of seventeen, twenty-five, and forty-six respectively. Tho 
fivst, with a dry-crop maximum rato of 12, was in tho soubh- 
west of the iract, and was tho most favourably situated both for 
climate and markets, The second, with a maximum of 10a., was 
in the centre; and the third, with a maximum of 8a. was in the 
east andiforth. On the lands along tho Dén tho dry-crop rates 
wore raised from 6p, to 82., according to quality and distance from 
the river, Ofimigated lands under wells there were 958 noros, 
which yielded vegetables and a little sugar-cane, and on these an 
average of R.1 15a. 11p. was proposed, There was rice land of 
an aren of 512 aces under two resorvoirs at the village of Mam-~ 
dApur, and on these a maximum rate of Rs.6 gave an average of 
Rs.8 10a, 8p. in place of old rates which varied from Rs.2 to 
Rs, 20, é 

The goneial result of the introduction of theso rates was to 
lower the assessment 27 per cent., from Rs, 87,588 to Re, 63,764, 
as shown in the following statement :— 







No. Roviuod Ratos. 
of old necwemmentngt to a ee 
Clase.) vit. | Rental, 
Tages 























Cultivation, ‘Waste, Total. 
Aren | Rontnl |Avo.age.| Avon, | Rontal.| <Aroa, 
qs, Aores Re, & pe | Acros, Its, Acros. Ta. 
1 Ty | 17,780 85,002 | 15,745 | 7 1 6,150 1,518 $1,701 | 17,868 
a 25 } 45,701 85,634 | 30,650 96,476 | 5,748 | 423,110 | 90,408 
8 460 | 23,088 189,005 | 24,410 






59 
78,427 } 17,800 | 8 9 | 60,177 | 7,080 
104,003 | 63,764 | & 8 | 102,812 | 14,200 





Totall 98 |, 87,098 ao7,a76 | 78,070 








About two-thirds of the arable area was thus under cultivation, 
but in the ton years ending in 1865-66 this had risen to 287,248 
acres, and the collections from Rs. 66,270 to Ra. 88,080, the only 
vemiasions granted haying been Rs, 7,764 in the year of sottlo- 
ment, 

In 1859-60 the first revision was completed by the settlomont 
of fourteen villages in the Chimalgi petty division of Bigovidi, 
They had formed part of the Kigvid estate, which lapsod in 1857. 
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‘hoy wore at tho time in a very dopressed condition, and tho com« 
munications of tho tract with any but tho small local markets of 
Chimalgi and Nirgundi wero inferior, Tt had a small non-agri- 
cultural population, Statistics of royenuo managemont wore only 
available ab tho time of sottloment for two years, ‘The villagos 
were arranged in iwo groups or fivo and nino villages, the former 
in the north and the latlor in the south, with maximum ratos ro- 
apectively of 10a, and 12a. About 100 acres of poor garden land 
word nasessed al an avorage roto of Rs, 2, 

Tho rovision vesulied in a rio of 19 por cont, in tho agsossmont, 
vizy from Rs. 4,807 to Rs. 5,757, according to the following 
details :— 





Rovlaed Systom, 


No. of Ola es ee aoe OL 


‘ 
Olaga. | Vile pERreh cet ie 
Rontal. 
Ingor. Oultivation, Waato, Totnl. 


Rontal,| Arca, |Rontal, 
Ra | Acros, | Ra 
197 | 7,189 | 2,089 


268 | 11,158 | 4,118 


ea 


400 | 18,842 | 6,187 












Anoa, 
Ra, Agios, 
1 | 5 {1,886] 6,408 


2 9 | 8,261] 9,576 | 8,886 | 1,577 


Total] 1d | 4,807) 15,084 | 5,757 | 2,858 

















By tho your 1874, when tho rovision of tho first settlement was 
commoncod. on the oxpiration of tho Survoy guarantoed poriod of 
thirty years, the rosult of the former in 450 villages in the north 
of tho Collectorate down ox far as tho Krishna river had been to 
yaise tho area undor tillage from 785,148 sores to 1,202,557, aud 
tho collections from Rs, 3,86,118 to Rs, 5,27,510, and io make tho 
annual romissions allogether nominal, The second revision, which 
will now bo doseribod in dotnil, resulted, in 472 villages, in an 
inoroago of 29 per cont. over tho first revision in tho original sub- 
divisions of Indf, Bij&par, Bagevddl, and Mudobibdl, 

In 1874-75 the villages sottled thirty years previously wore 
takon in hand. They wore 102 in number, and now belong, forty- 
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one to Indf, fifty-six 10 Sindgf, and five to Bijipur, In this tact 
of country the carly fall of rain is uncertain, and that of Sopiombor 
and October is more depended on, Tho castorly villagos round 
Almel had some slight advantage in this respect ovor thoso in the 
west, On the other hand, the latter weio nearer the local markols 
of Indf nnd. Sholipw, which still continued tho chiof centres of 
trade, although two stations of the G, I. P. Railway, Dudhni and 
Karabgfon, lay about twelve miles from the border, on account of 
the obstacles presented in appronching those stations by tho Bhima 
river and the want of roads in the intermediate Niztm’s and 
Akalkot territory. Tho villages im tho cast found thoir markote 
in the direction of Belgim and Miraj. {n addition to these thero 
wore smaller markets accossible to every villago, besidos the largor 
ones of Ind{, Almel, Tambn, and Sindgs, a 

In the thirty years the pricos of produce had risen greatly ; popu- 
lation had increased 50 per cent, cattle 64, carts 1,800 (from 36 
to 504), houses 38, field catile 64, cows and buffaloes 5%, and wells 
71 per cent. Shoep and goaty, from diminished pasturage avon, 
had fallen 26 per cent. Cotton and linseed were exported wit 
Sholtpur to Bombay. There was o cortain amount of local manu- 
factures in the shape of native cloth and blankets. About 80 por 
cent, of the cultivated area was held by the recorded Smvey occu- 
pants, and 20 per cent, of this sublet by them to tenants; but 
notwithstanding this a good many wero still poor and in dobt. 
Tho general condition both of the country and poople, howover, 
had greatly improved since the first seltlomont, Land was sale- 
able and a good security for loans, and tho revenuo was realised 
without difficulty and with practically no necessity for romissions. 

Tt was found necessary to re-mensure a great portion of the 
land, to correct faulty old measurements, to bring under assess- 
mont lands taken out of waste Survey fields, which had been 
rendered possible by boundary marks having been put up somo 
yoars after the suryey was made, and to subdivide in accordance 
with existing ocoupanocies flolds which at first had been mndo of 
too large a size. Tho classification, which wag found to be faulty, 
especially in the better soils, was all re-done, 

For maximum dry-crop rates these villages were divided into 
a northern group of sixty-nine villages, ata highest rate of R, 1 2a,, 
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and a southorn group of thirly-ono, al R.1 In. while two villages 
apart from tho rest, and surrounded by Nizdm’s torvitory, woro 
groupod by thomsolves, al a maximum of RB. 1. On 464 nores of 
Governmont rice land a maximum of Rs, 4i gavo on average rato’ 
of R.1 da. 11p. For gardon land wndor wolls in existenco at the 
Airat soltlemont only tho highest dry-crop rate was to bo charged, 
while for that under wolls constructed subsequently no incvenso 
ovor dry-orop ratos was to be made, Whit was undor budkis, or 
wator-lifiy from streams, was 10 pay R.1 12a. as a maximum. 
For land watored from channels a highest rate of Rs. § gave an 
average of Rs, 8}, On the wholo tho now rates raised the venial 
from Ra, 1,09,650 10 Rs, 1,683,200, an increnso of 48°8 per cont, as 
shown in tho statemont bolow :—~ 








No, of Oulllvation, 
DnB. | VSD annem mann ae ee ae ei 
808. Old Sui voy, Now Swvoy {norense % 














Anon, Rontal. Aron. Rontal, 

Aor0% Ra Aonon Re, 
1 69 | 211,226 70,020 | 228,115 | 1,20,414 $23 
2 81 { 78,286 30,262 87,187 | 42,865 | 400 
8 


2 1,084, 428 


coats vn tensa in| neremenennertatnnes| nant mntaennentnnen| seem 


Total] 102 | 290,846 | 1,00,65¢6 





In 1875-76 a tract of 182 villagos, flrat settled in 1845, onmo 
tmdor revision. Sixty-nino of those holonged to Tndf, soventy- 
seven to Sindg/, twonty to Bijépuy, and sixtoon to Bigovadi, and 
formod four somowhat disconnected groups, Prices of javdrt and 
béjri hod vison from 180 Ibs, in tho ton years onding in 1858 to 
54 Ibs. in thoso onding in 1878, Tho communications of the 
country had been grontly improved, Tho G.I. P, Railway was 
within tweniy milos of tho northern villagos, and not moro than 
fifty from the most distant, Most of tho traffic, howovor, still 
eontred in Sholdpur, whence javdet and béjrt pero oxported to 
Bombay and Gujardt, and wheat, gram, &. to Madras and 
Bangalore, 
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The decennial returns of area and rental wore as follows 


Yoars, | Land Rovenuo Homie 


Area Rental. Arca, | Rontal. 

Aciea Rs Rs Re, Acros, 8 
1844-1854 | 812,145 | 1,44,,765 | 6,279 | 145,455 | 208,486 70,002 
1854-1864 | 428,976 |1,88,841| 890 |1,92,618 | 112,028 | 86,898 
1864-1874 | 580,955 | 2,24,725 45 }2,25,881| 15,808 | 8,488 





Colles- 
tions. Waste. 











This shows an increase of nearly 22,000 acres and Rs, 80,000 in 
the thiity years, 

Population had in the same time increased by nearly 50 per 
cent., houses nemly 55, field cattle 45, cows and buffaloes 29, 
ploughs 220, carts 1,860 (from 45 to 657), horses and pomies 89, 
and wolls 72 per cont. Among agricultural stock sheop and goata 
alone had diminished by abouts half, The cotton and blanket 
manufacturing industries had also inciensed, and Ohadchan in 
Tndf was famous for its dyed cloths. The southorn villages near 
the Dén had improved the most; the thrifty and hard-working 
nature of the people had not left a single acre waste, and the fields 
were clean and well tilled. 

The whole tract had to be re-measured and re-classified for 
similar reasons to those given above under Indf, &o,, in tho latter 
specially to ve-adjust tho valies of the inferior soils, Tho ro- 
measuiement rosulted in an increase of the arable avon recorded 
from 812,145 to 580,958 acres, and a decrease in the unarable from 
208,486 10 15,808 nores. In this tract, as well as the abovo, onch 
Survey field and its boundary marks were now shown on the 
village map, so that encroachments could be detectod at onco. 

For the revision, only two groups of villages were formed, one 
of 152, at» maximum of R.1 2a., which were nearest the rail and 
tho general lines of traffic; and the other of the remaining thirty, 
at R,1 1., near the Nizim’s frontier, Rice was scattered about 
in a good many villuges to the extent of about 1,500 acres; on 
this a maximum rate of Rs.4 gave an average of 1da.2p. Old 
gaiden land assessment was reduced to the highest dry-crop rates, 
and nothing extra imposed on land under wella made within the 
period of thinty years, Channel-watered land (pétasthal), with a 
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maximum of Rs, 5, was nssessod in the average ab about Rs, 2) 
Tho ontivo rontal was incroagod from Rs. 2,86,920 to Ra, 2,958,390, 
ov 246 per cent, as shown in the following table — 








No a a 

af om Rovislon Sottlomont, H 
Vil. Survoy, 

Ingos Culuivated, ‘Waste, "otal, Hy 













Rontal,} Aron, | Rontal | Area [Rental| Arca. | Rontal. 
Re | Acros, | Ra [Aorod. | Re, | Acros Ra. 
2,008 | 563,930 }9,07,018] 258 


807 | 65,019 | 90,703) 161 


‘1 | Mea | $98,775 
3 | 80 } 60,895 





182 | 560,120 | 2,896,925 | 611,204 | 2,05,900 | 18,083 | 2,020 | 029,285 | 2,098,310 | 246 





In 1876-77 tho cighty-ono villagos of Mudebihdl and sixty. 
oight of Bigevidi that had been fist sottled in 1844-45, topother 
with tho fourteen of Chimalgi settled in 1859, camo undor rovision, 
Tho vainfall in this tract of country was moro certain in the 
castorn villages and those along tho Krishna in tho south than in 
those of tho western and northerly portions, ‘Tho wholo of it was 
fairly well off for markots and communications, Bagalkot, about 
thirty miles to the south, was tho noarest local market, but that of 
Sholdpur and tho stations nlong the G, LP. lino wore accessible, 
ta tho country was open, In tho two poriods of fifleon yours for 
which tho first sottloment had beon in Lorco, tho axon undor atl. 
‘tivation and tho revonuo had largoly advanced, the formoy from 
181,508 to 291,165 nerey, and tho latter from Rs, 98,664 to 
Rs. 150,786, ng shown in tho following tablo:— 





Yonrs. Lond Rovonne, ‘Wasto, 


Romis- | Colloo- 

Area. Rontal. | sfona tions, Aron, | Rontal 

Acros. Re Ra. Ra. Aoios, Ra. 
18d4-1859 |181,508 | 97,142 |2,248 | 98,664) 1,20,105) 54,Ldd 
1859-1878 | 291,165 | 1,49,868 2 |1,59,756] 28,016) 7,088 
The axen still lying wasto at the ond of tho thirty years, il is 
cvidont from its avorago assessmont, 5a. Gp. was of an inferior 
dosoviption, In this period the population inorensod 58 pox cent, 
the houses 82°6, working cattle 488, cows and buffaloes 48, horses 








254, THH LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


and ponies 81 9, ploughs 89, carts 560 (from 65 to 429), and. walls 
76:8 per cont. Sheap and goats had not decreascd much, as thoy 
had elsowhere, a good deal of waste land being still left for pas- 
turage. A good denl of weaving of cloth and woollon blankets 
went on, and thero was consequently a not inconsiderable non- 
agriculimal population to be fed. With the exception of tho 
Obimalgi villages, the whole of tho tract was re-monsured and tho 
soils vo-classified. The latter ware monsured again, but not 
entirely ve-classed. It was generally found that tho hotter soils 
‘were under- and the worst soils over-valued. . 

The villages were thrown into threo groups for maximum dry- 
crop rates. The 122 cential villages close to the gonoral line of 
trade had a highest rate of R.1 2a.; the thiitcon villages in the 
east, ab a distance from it, were put at R.1 1a.; and tho third 
gioup was one of fourteen villages, the rainfall in which wad un- 
certain and scanty, with a maximum of R.1. Thero wore about 
100 acres of rice land, a maximum of RB, 4 1n which gave an average 
rate of R.1 6a. 7p. Gaiden land was treated asin the districts 
aheady deserrbed. Channel-watercd land, with a maximum of 
Rs. 5, was assessed at an average of Rs. 3 Qa. 11p. 

The general result was a rise in the rental fiom Rs, 162,181 to 


-Ra, 200,989, or 28 9 per cont. 





No of] Now Suaivoy, i 
Olass| Vile | Old Smyoy,§ (———-—————--— 
aso Ouitivation, Waate. total, Fy 





pes as Rontal jm, Aven pee 
Ra Rs jAcias| Re 
1 | 12 aporieo 1,48,090 aon 76 1,893,007 | 8,005] 1,000 as nie 1 ik 703 a6 


a 18 | 10,586] 7,001) 17,776] 0,518 | 2) 17,816 9,512) 10 b 
8 Wd j 18,518] 6,180] 18,785} 8,820) 1,047) 157} 10,898 8486 | 850 


otnt | 140 | 928,640 | 1,02,181 | 910,786 | 2,00,080 | 10,118 1,889 | 950,818 | 202,701 | 210 











In 1877 the thirty-nine villages of Mudobihdl, settled in 1845, 
wore revised. They lay to the north-cast of the tinct of country 
the revision in which Mas just beon described. With the exception 
of those in the valley of tho Dén, tho soil of theso villages was not 
remarkable for fertility, bué the iainfall was favourable, Tho 
chief market was that of Talikoti, which was hold weokly, Ootion 
and linseed went chiefly to Bombay vid Sholdpur, and other pro- 
duots in different directions. There were no lochl manufactures 
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of importance, but. a good many hand-mills, mado out of the sand. 
gtono at Mudobihdl, wero sont to Sholfipur and elsowhore, 

Tho offcot of tho first soltlomont in threo decennial periods had 
boon as shown below :— 





Oolloc- 
fons, 


Romis- 


atena. Waatlo, 


Yon, Land Rovonne, 























Ax1oa, Tontat, Alona, Rontal, 

Acros, Ra, Ra. Ra, Acios, Ra 
1844-1854] 42,260 | 22,801 | 618 | 22,844 | 29,808 | 18,572 
1854-1864} 58,248 | 29,968 | 187 | 80,429 | 1641 7,672 
1864-1874] 86,982 | 36,982 9 | 87,076 | 2,124 644, 





In tho thirty-two years subsequent to tho flat sottlement, 
population had rison 56°6 per cont,, houses 58, working cattle 56, 
cows and buffaloos 848, horaes and ponios 71:7, ploughs 524 
(from 287 to 1,479), carts 8,800 (from 1 10 84), and wells 78 per 
cont, Thoro was little local manufacturo, Tho wholo tract was 
yo-measured and yro-olassificd, the formor oporstion resulting in 
adding nenrly 3,500 acres to tho arable aren, Tho villages wore 
placed in to groups according to thoir distanco from tho main 
lines of trado, ono consisting of twonty-throo villages with a, maxi- 
mum dry-crop vate of R,1 2n.3 and tho othor of sixicen, on tho 
Nivhin’s frontioy, with onc of RB. J In, raising the average from 
74n, to 9a. 4p, ‘The rico and chunnol-waterod land, of which thoro 
‘wos only a amall quantity, had maximum yates rospoctivoly of 
Re, 4 and Rs, 5, and tho land under wolls was tronted in the samo 
way as in obhor paris of tho country, 

Tho new rates vaisod ihe yoninl aga wholo from Rs, 87,079 to 
Ras, dd,924, or 21 por cont., as bolow :— 














No, Rovision Survoy, tu. 
Claaa, afi. Formor Survoy sree etn anor 
Cnilitvation, ‘Waste. Toul, cot, 


Hinges, 
he 


Aton, [Rental] Area, | Rental 
Acros} Rea, | Aorea, | Rs, 

825 | 220 | 57,001 | 20,424 | 258 
1,290 | 247 | 90,885 | 16,070 | is 


200k | 476 | 78,780 | 45,100 | avr 





Avon, | Rontal.| Arca, | Rontal, 
Aciow | Ra, | Acros, | Ra 
L 23 | 1,008 | 23,928 | 47,070 | 20,105 


a | 16 | 98,051} 49,751 | 29,040 | 16,720 












2 | 73,018 | 87,070 | 70,723 | 11,035 
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Proposals for the revision of tho frst Survey sottlemont Lor the 
subdivision of Hungund were submitted in January 1883, and 
sanctioned in August of the same yoar, Of tho 145 villagos in it, 
only two wete entirely re-measmed, the vest being tosted and par- 
tially re-surveyed with the object of brenking up old ficlds of 
inconvenicnt size and of separntmg alienated from Govornment 
land as far as possible, m addition 1o recording onch xyot's 
holding independently, The number of Survey flelds was thus 
increased from 18,928 to 16,729. 

Classification of soils was also done over again sufliciontly to 
widenthe rango of valuation betweon the superior and inforior 
descriptions, which were found to have been too closely approxi- 
mated in the fist instance, 44,874 acres wore re-classed in the 
field, and the value of 280,067 acres adjusted. 

Tho Hungund subdivision occupics the south-cast corner of the 
Collectorate, and is bounded on the west by BAgalkot and Bidtimi, 
on the north by Mudebibdl, from which it is sepmatod by the 
Krishna, and on the south and east by the Nizim’s torritory, 
Tho sandstone lulls of Biddmi oxtend in a broken form along the 
whole of the southern boundary of Tungund, and the soil so far 
as they extend is red and sandy, and the surface of the country 
much broken and covered with scrub jungle. The romaindor of 
the subdivision is an open plain, chiofly of black soil, and dovoid 
of trees, Wath tho Kiishna and Malprabha, the formor of which 
floods its banks oxtensivoly in tho rainy senson, Hungund may be 
considered on the whole a well-watered and fertile district, Tho 
climate, especially in the west, is yory favourable to dry-crop cul- 
tivation, and failure of crops for want of rain isyare, Thoannual 
avorage ininfall is nearly twenty-five inches, -Its cultivation com- 
pares favourably with that of Bégalkot. 

The face of the country is mostly smooth, and favourable to 
internal communication, Roads from Bigalkot ond Sholipur, 
not bridged at the time of sottlemont, mot at Tungund, ahd wore 
earied on to Iknl, ono of the most important markets in the 
district, where a considorable weaving and dyeing industry is 
carried on, There are also several othor local markets, 

A census, taken by the Revenue Depa:tmont, showed different 
results with 1egaid to population from that shown by tho Survey 


FS 
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roburns, the latter being the less fuvourable of the two. By it 
thoro had beon.a docrense of 8:4 por cont, whorens the other census 
showed an incrense of 8°6 per cont, There was also a considerable 
difforence in the number of agricultural cattle: in the formor a 
doorengo of 18'4 por cont, and in tho lattor an inorense of 16:8, 
Tt is clear, howover, by the incrcaso in suporior houses, 4,081, or 
807 por cont., and docreaso in thatched ones, 886, or 83°6 por 
cont, that up to the famino of 1876-77, whon a largo emigration 
of the industrial population of the towns took place, tho country 
must havo incronsod in matorial prosporily, for both consuses show 
avory large additional numbor of carts Gin ono nearly 717 por 
cont,, and in the other 966), and wolls and water-lifts from streams 
had algo risen from 518 to 918, 

The offeots of tho famine are clear in tho following roturns fo. 
the three principal towns, showing their population at thioe 
sovoral timos :— 


1861, 1872, 1881. 
Ika  .  . 7,041 10,107 8,810 
Amingad « 6,146 7,814 5,871 
Tuangund » 4,368 6,296 5,160 


Tho average population por square mile, 140:5, was cortainly 
high for a Deccan plain district. It was found thot tawo-thirda of 
tho totel numbor of flolds were cultivated by thoir ocoupants. Tho 
proportion was unusually gront, and recounted for the good style 
of cultivation obgerved, 

That land had como to bear a high saleable value was proved 
by tho fact that in thirtoon instances of forced sales by order of 
Court, Lho nvorago prico reulised was taventy-one yonrs’ agsossmont, 

‘The avorago prices of tho four staplo grains had boon as follows, 
in seers of 80 tolas pox rupos :— 

Jaya, Bip Whont. Gham, 


1851 to 1861 44, 40 81 23 
1862 to 1871 27 Qs = * 12 10 
1872 to 1881 22 22 18 10 


Thoro had, however, been a considerable fall in 1882, 
Cotton, which is the most oxionsivoly grown crop aftor javédri, 
and the prico of which is regulated by what is obtainable in 
Yor. IL. 17 
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Bombay, had risen over 100 por cont, in value, The gonoral 
course of revenve and cultivation after the first sottlomont had 
eon that tho renlisations rose rapidly from Rs, 56,987 to Re, 92,844 
in 1875-76, but by 1880-81 it was reduced by Rs, 6,089, and tho 
aren had fallen by 18,288 acres. From 1881-82 it had bogun to 
vise again. In 1878-79, out of the 50,844 acros available in 1851 
in 142 villages, only 1,584 acres woro still loft wasto. Revonuo 
was colleoted with ease, as proved by the fact Lhat in tho years 
1878~79 to 1881-82, out of 959 cases whore notices of sale of ocou- 
paney rights for arrears of revenue had issued, distraint took 
place only in twonty-three. Thore could be no doubt that tho 
subdivision had made and was making great progress in prosperity 
till the temporary check of the famino, tho effects of which have 
now passed away. 

The original grouping for maximum dry-crop rates was into {wo 
classes of 23 and 119 villages, solely on account of climate, tho 
rates being R.1 and Ida. respectively. In consequence of tho 
approach of the railway, the following new grouping was adopted :-— 
First group, at R,1 4a. maximum, twenty-four villages, with tho 
best climate in the south-west, and with fair facilitics for railway 
communication. ‘These were almost the same as tho original first 
group. In the new second group, at a maximum of BR, In, wore 
placed fifty-one villages in the north-wost, somowhat inforioy in 
climate, but equal with regard to railway facilities to tho fival, 
group, They formed a part of the oxiginal sccond group. In the 
third, at » maximum of R.1, were placod the remaining sovonty 
villagos, taking in the wholo eastern portion of tho subdivision, 
with an equally good climate, but rather inforior railway facili- 
ties, 

The original 580 acres of rico land, with an avorago Aagossmont 
of R.1 10a, 11p., per acre, had fallen to 491 acres, and would bear 

“an average rate of Rs.4. Garden Iand was raised on an average 
from BR, 1 9a, 5p, 10 Rs.2 2a. 1p. Channel-watored land had in- 
erensed from 17 to 127 acres, and would have an avorngo rate of 
Rs.5 12a, 9p. Tho orders with respect to the non-laxation of 
improvements had. been carried out. 

The following statement shows the general result of the xe- 
vision :— 
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Actos. | Ra Aarod, 
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Bi) 70) 77,771 | 43,803 78,705 | 63,04 
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Tho old avorage rate was 9a. 2p., and tho now 11a, 6p, an 
inovoaso of Qa. dip, por ncro, Theo waste land still unoceupied had 
an average of 7a. 8p., and having beon mostly cultivated in formor 
days, would probably soon bo all absorbod. In order to allow for 
losses by tho famine, a remission of lia. por rupeo of tho new 
assoesmont was allowed by Government for threo years, 

In 1888 proposals for the revision of tho first Survey soltlemont 
in tho old subdivision of Bigalkot wore submilted, and sanctioned 
by Govornmont in January 1884, 124 of tho villages had been 
sotiled in 1850-51, and two subsequently; thus 126 wero included 
in the rovision. ‘Twonty-cight of theso wore ontirely vo-measured, 
and ninoty-oight partially so, with a view to soparate all oxisting 

“ ocoupancios and broaking up all numbers of inconvenient size, as 
swell ag Lo soparate Government from alienated Jand as far as pos 
siblo, In consoquonco of thoso operations, 16,946 old were con- 
vortod into 18,880 new Survoy numbers, ‘The tosting of tho old 
clnssifontion of soils proved, as clsowhoro, that tho difference in 
valuation between the superior and inforlor dosoriptions was not 
aufoiontly wide. Tho crvor was corrected cithor by raising that 
of the former or loworing that of tho Intter, as tho tost showed to 
bo required. 

In consequence of tho ro-classification, 2,819 neves wore addod 
40 the arable aren, and 1,862 acres fewer recorded ag unarable than 
at the first sottlomont, Rico and gardon Iqnds hod. ulso inovensed. 
slightly, bul tho difference in tho whole area only amounted to 
“2 per cont, 

Bagalkot is boundod on tho north by the Bigevadi and Mude- 
pihdl subdivisions, on tho south and cast hy BAddmi and Hungund, 


and on tho west by the Native Stale of Mudhol, Tho valley of 
‘ W* 
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the Ghatprabha, which flows from the south-west ag far as Ba. 
galkot and thon turns nonth till it flows into the Krishna, con- 
taing much good black soil in its bolfome ; but the contral and by 
far the larger portion of the subdivision is poor and stony. Tho 
large extent of black soil in the Krishna valley requires heavy 
rain to bing forth its productive powers, ns it is aliff and clayey. 
The most reliable yainfall is in tho valley of tho Ghatprabha and 
in the neighbourhood of the hills which contain it, averaging 
25-78 in eight years of which returns avo foithcoming, 

The agriculture of Bigalkot was unfavourably spokon of by 
Major Wingate, and, although not inforior to that of Bidémi, the 
neighbouring subdivision on the south, did not come up to that of 
Hungund on the east, Bigalkot was not very well provided with 
roads at the time of settlement, the only one having bridges and 
culverts throughout being that from Kalfdgi to Bagalkot in the 
south, There were other roads, not passable in heavy weather ; 
but since the settlement the advantage of railway communication 
has been extended to the subdivision, and Bégalkot itself has a 
railway station, Bagalkot and Kalddgi, the head-quarters of the 
Collectorate before it was changed to Bfjépur, were tho chiof 
market towns, the former being the largest depét between HAbli 
and Sholipur, with both of which its dealings wero considerable. 

There was a little local cotton manufacture, but this was appn- 
2ently on ihe decline. Raw cotton was exported to Vengwila 
(Vingorla), Kumta (Compta), and SholApur. 

In the course of the Survey loage, in 124 villagos tho increnso 
of population, which was only 9 per cent., had ovidontly been 
checked by the famine, as the increase in houses had been 878 
and 58:1 per cent, of the better and inferior sorts respoctivoly, 
Milch cattle had decieased 41 and sheep and goats 16 por cent., 
whilst carts had risen from 140 to 1,072in number, Agricultural 
cattle had fallen 2°9 per cent., although there still remained on an 
average a pair of bullocks to 27°8 acres. Wells and lifts showed 
an increase of 28 per cont., but the total number was still incon- 
siderable, 

The value of land, as evidonced by the Registration records, 
was decidedly high, This appears also to be borne out by the 
large proportion, 80 per cent., of land sublet by the ocoupants to 
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othors, that tilled by tho occupants thomsolves, $8 per cent, boing 
aomparatively low, 

Prices of javdrt and wheal, the staple grains, had ranged as 
follows, showing a vory large advance :— 


Tavii, Whoat 
‘Ton years’ avorago from—  Seors por Rupeo, Sos por Rupeo.? 
1851-52 10 1860-61 Ady 82 
1861-62 to 1870-71 23 12 
Eleven years’ average from— 
1871-72 to 1881-82 214 11 


In the 124 villages the revonue, commencing at Rs, 42,892 
(average 9a. 8p, per acre), progrossed rapidly till 1863-64, whon 
it amounted to Rs. 79,585. All tho bettor lands, averaging 8n. 6p, 
por avre, had by this time evidently boon tekon up. Up to 1876, 
7,504 more acies, of tho avorage assessment of ba. 7p, had boon 
taken up, and the maximum revonuo of Rs. 82,133 had beon 
yeached, Thoie wore then only 5,295 nores, of the avorage asscane 
ment of 8a., left unoccupied, ‘The result of tho famine of 1876-77 
iwas to throw mattors back 10 the stale they were in in 1868-64, 
thus showing that it was only the inforior lands, chiefly used. for 
grazing and fodder crops, thal had beon thrown up, 











Ooouplod, Unooouplod, 
Yonrs, ne ee eres 
Aron. Aggosamont, Aron. Aasousmont, 
Agios, Ra, Actos. Ra, 
1863-64, 189,788 70,585 12,799 8,785 
1881-82 189,032 79,251. 18,146 4,122 





This sponks woll for tho equitablo rolative valuation of soils 
under tho Survey system. Romissions and outstanding balances 
had become nominal, and although, subseqnontly to the famine, 
thoy to some oxtont reapponted in Bigalkot, as elaowhore, thoy 
have since almost disappeared again. 

In 1870-80 and 1880-81 the number of notices for tho anle of 
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ocoupancy rights was 1,843, of which 880 wero carricd out, many 
ryots having ovidently not vecovered from their losses by the 
famine, Theso having been weeded out, in 1881-82 only 188 
notices had to be issued, in only nine of which actual salo had to 
be resorted to for the recovery of the revenue, 

The general principles of Major Wingate’s grouping for moxi- 
mum rates of dry-crop assessment wore followed with modifications 
on account of cxisting and prospective improvements in the menns 
of communication. Bfgalkot, which was shortly to becomo a 
railway station, was placed by itself in a first class, at a maximum 
of R,1 10a; and four villages near it, sharing its advantages in 
a somewhat smaller degree, wore formed into a second group, at 
R.1 6a, Forty-nine villages lying also along tho Ghatprobha 
valley, and enjoying the best climate in the subdivision, with easy 
access to the vailway at Bigalkot, and tho use of the mado road 
from Kalédgi to that town, wore formed into the third group. 
These nearly coincided with Major Wingate’s group assessed at 
B.1 2a, and the inciease proposed was to 1,1 da, A few vil- 
lages, formerly rated ata rupee, the position of which had boon 
much improved in respect to communications, were included, The 
fourth group, also of forty-nine villages, lay partly along tho 
border of tho third, and shared to somo extont its advantages of 
climate. The rest, on the north-east, wero componsated for a 
somewhat inferior climato by greater facilities of railway com- 
munication. Tho maimum proposed was R.1 2a. Tho fifth 
group comprised the remaining twonty-throe villages, mostly on. 
the Krishna in the north and north-west, which had an uncortain 
climate and gained less than any others by the approach of the 
railway, Tho maximum was raised to R,1 from tho original 14a, 

Rice lands had only increased fourteen acres during the Survey 
lease, and wero io bear an average assessmont of Rg. 2 1a, per 
acre, The original 100 acres of Government gardon Jand had in- 
creased to 241, on which the assesament proposed gave an averngo 
rate of R.1 7a, 10p, per neve. Tho usual modifications in lands 
under old wells were carried into effect, and no improvements had 
any extra assessment imposed on them. Percolation yates on land 
henefited by new Government irrigation works were regulated so 
an to bring the assessment to double the diy-srop rates, 
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Lt will be scon from tho subjoinod. statemont that tho gonoral 
vosult of the proposed settlement was to yaiso the revenue on 
tho Govornmont land in occupation by Rs. 22,282, or 27°9 por 
cont, -— 





ere 
3 i By Old Burvoy, By Roviston Survoy. HW 
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Occupied Land. | Occupied Land, ‘Wasto, Total. 








Area, Axon, Aron, 

Acios, | Re, Agios, Re Aoios,| Re | Acros Re, 
1 2,025 1,813 aikl 2,881 4a 18 2,183 2,901 | 818 
4 2,609 | 1,917 2,551 1,759 i 15 3,502 U77k | 28h 
|] £0,164 | 80,094 | 50,187 87,705 | 6,025 | 2,008 | 80,212 23" 
40 | G5,056 | 89,884 | 05,771 45, 2,620 | 73,595 47,208 | B32 
23] 21,886 | 12,168 22,388 15 UE 660 207 | 23,056 15,881 | 242 


120 | 110,000 | 70,766 | 149,008 | 1,02,t02 14807 | 018 | 137,005 | i07,1ts | 870 


oxecoton 
z 
3 
4 
3 








At tho sottlemont there wore loft 14,567 acres of waste, assessod 
at Ra. 5,018, or an avorage of only Sa. 6p. an aoro, ovidently fit 
for little but grazing, Tho ayorago assossmont on Govornmont 
ocoupiod land by tho first sottloment was 9a, Llp, ‘This was 
yaised at tho rovision to 11a, bp., or by 2a: dp. tho aore, 

The Survey longo in tho Biddmi subdivision having oxpixed, 
yovised rates should have beon introduced in 1882~88, but wore 
postponod in consequence of its not having xocoverod, from the 
offocts of tho fumino of 1876-77, A Roport on the subject waa 
submitted in January (884, and tho proposed new rates sauctioned 
in Jume of tho same yon ‘Thoy appliod to 147 villages settled in 
180-b1, and two sotlled subsoquontly, Ninety-one villages wero 
partially and filty-oight wholly ro-measured., As in othor places, 
al Survey folds of excessive sizo wero broken up, each ryot’s 
holding was measured so ns to bo held indepondontly of all othovs, 
and alienated land, as far ag practicable, separated from Govern. 
mont land, The classification of soils waa also readjusted, as in 
Bagalkot and elsowhero, a 

Baddmi forms thé south-woal corner of the BijApur Collectorate, 
Tt is bounded. on the north and cnsl by Bagalkot and WZungund, 
and on the south across tho Malprabha river by the Dhdrwhr Col- 
leotorato, On iis south and south-wost ib has tho jdgér villages 
of Mudhol and Rimdurg. In tho south-onst corer an arm of 
Aiftcon or sixteen milos in longth stretchos out into Dhdrwér, ond 
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consisis of lack soil similar to that of the lattor Collectorato. 
The twenty villages in this ave now included in the Ron sub- 
division, The rest is hilly and rugged. Tho vocky waste which 
forms a fourth of its aren is overgrown wilh grass and sorub 
jungle, and the culturable land is mostly of light-coloured sandy 
soil, which will not long retain moisture, but is by no means un- 
fertile. The average rainfall for twelve years had been 2472 
inches, and is usually seasonable and well distributed, Thoro was 
but little irrigation in this tract of country, nor, from the nature 
of the latter, is this likely to increase. 

The light soils of the BAdAmi subdivision proper, outsido the 
arm refered to, are carofully tilled and manured, and yield good 
crops. The road connecting Hibli and Sholépur, a line bearing 
considerable traffic, passes through BAddmi, and there ara other 
fur roads, but, owing to the hilly nature of all the northorn portion 
of the subdivision, rond-making is expensive, and internal commu- 
nication very difficult for wheeled traffic. Carls mo little used 
for agricultural purposes, In the villages south of the Malprabha 
the country is open and flat, and, except in the rainy season, every- 
where practicable for carts, Guledgad is the only market of im- 
portance, and this chiefly on account of the local manufacturo of 
of women’s bodices. Béiddmi eaports little raw produce, it being 
mostly consumed by its own agricultural and non-agriculiural 
population, The Eastern Deccan Railway, howevor, about to be 
opened at the time of the revision, ran through tho hoart of tho 
subdivision, and would havo several stations within or closo to its 
Tinits. Its benofii would be folt more espocinlly at onco by tho 
southern villages, which giow more oxportable produco than thoso 
in the northern part, 

The decline of the weaving industry prophesied by Major 
Wingate did not yel seem to have come about, notwithstanding 
the check put on if by the famine. In Guledgad thero woro 2,886 
looms at work as against 1,800 in 1851, and tho Superintondent 
of Survey was of opinion that owing to proximity to the cotton. 
field and the comparativo cheapness of food graing, Bédémi 
would probably continue to be the seat of considerable manufac. 
turing industry. Tho statistical returns of the twenty villagos of 
the Ron subdivision, and of the 129 still remaining in BAddmi, 
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show very different results. Whorons in tho former population 
had incrensed. in the poriod of tho Survey leaso by 40 por cent. 
houses by 445, carts by 546+6 (from 170 to 1,104), wolls and lifts 
by 98'2, and tanks by 12:5, in tho letter the deorease in population 
had beon 6:7, tho increaso in housos 8'5, in carla 8541 (from 229 
to 1,040), and in wells and tanks respootivoly 281 and $5, Tho 
agricultural onttlo in tho formor had inoroased 38-4, and in the 
latter decroasod 8°7; while in mileh cattle and thoir young the 
decrease in tho former had becn 81'3 and in tho lattor $59, In, 
the former all traces of tho famine had disappeared by the revi- 
sion, and thore was population of 177 to tho square mile; in 
tho latter the pressure was 187 to tho samo area, but if the 188 
aquave miles of unarablo land in Bidémi proper aro deducted, 
tho, numbor rises to 195 por square milo. In tho easo of tho 
Ron villages, if tho population of Guledgad is} doducted,' tharo 
romain 162 to tho square mile, in cither case a high density for a 
country practically cdovoid of irrigation. 

That land had nequired a ligh value was proved by the fact 
that out of 287 casos of salo in only forty-tavo did the purchase. 
money amount to loss than Lon Limes the assessmont, two of theso 
boing forced sales undor decroos of Court, and in no less than 
aixly-ono eagos tho stles wore for twonly and upwards of twonty 
timos tho assoasmont, Tho records of lonsos and mortgages bore 
ovidenco to the samo fact, tho formor containing many instancos 
in which tho lossee pnid bwioo tho Govornmont assossmont of tho 
Jnnd and upwards, 

Pricos of janet and wheat, the two staplo grains, ruged as 
follows in threo succossive poriods of oleven years at Guledgad, 
tho most important market :— 


Tayi Wheat, 
Seors por Rupa. Soors per Rupoo. 
« 1860 to 1860 . ‘ 5 4G 28 
1861101871. ee pce 26 12 
1872 to 1882 . so. 22 12 


Té will bo seon that tho rise in tho second period over the firgt 
was very great, and that in tho socond and third prices romained 
almost stationary; the avorage in the third period had been 
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reduced by the low prices ruling in tho threo years preceding the 
settlement having been low, partly in consequence of good seasons 
and. partly in consequence of the stocks oxhausted at the famine 
having been replenished; but there could bo little doubt that 
the opening of the railway would tend to keep them up at lonst 
to that level, 

During the Survey lease the revenue in the northern portion, or 
Baddmi proper, increased regularly and rapidly up to 1864-65, 
when the Amorican war prices were at their highest, rising from 
Rs, 28,106 to Rs 59,062, the waste aron of Governmont land falling 
from 48,585 to 9,887 acres. Wath falling prices after this the wasto 
aren increased till in 1878-79, before the effects of tho famine were 
fully seen, it fell to 14,228 acres, and the revonue to 57,181. By 
1882-83 the waste, in consequence of tho offects of the famino, 
imoreased to 41,824 acros, The downward movoment had thon 
apparently ceased, and it was anticipated that the roliof that 
would be afforded to the poorer soils by the revised settlement 
would lead to their being taken up again. It is not unlikely, too, 
that a somewhat unusual prossure was exercised from head- 
quarters for the punctual collection of tho revenue io help the 
Exchequer after the severe logs entailed by the famine. 

In the anticipations to bo formed of tho effects of the revision 
in a tract of country such as that of northern Bédimi, whero 
wheel traffic must always be so much cireumsoribed, it must bo 
remombered that its disadvantages in respect to intornal com- 
munications must narrow tho margin of profitnblo cultivation 
in it ag compared with ils more open neighbours, which will 
profit, comparatively in a greater degree from tho advent of tho 
xailway; this point had to be considered in fixing tho revised 
rates, 

Looking next to tho reyonue history of tho twenty Ron villagos, 
wo find that in the first cleven years the whole of the waste was 
absorbed and the revenue brought up to Rs. $9,276, or more than 
double of what the rovision brought it to. Bxcept that in 1876 
Rs. 900 were outstanding, and in the four years preceding tho 
second revision trifling areas remained unoceupied, there hag beon 
no re-action, and from first to last no remissions excopt ‘small 
amounts in the three years ending with 1885-56. In the three 
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yours previous to the revision there wore only five, six, and two 
ongos of sale of occupancy rights for the ronlisntion of arrears of 
revenue, which must thus hayo beon collectod with ense. 

On tho whole the Suporintendent camo to tho conclusion thal 
though Bédémi proper had x coriain advantage in rainfall ovor 
its noighbours, this was fully countorbalanced in tho lator by tho 
profit derived from improyed communications, Tho lattor ciroum- 
stanco it was thorofore found more unecessary to take into con- 
sideration in the rovision than the climate, which was the main 
point looked at in tho first settlement, Only two groups, ab maxi- 
mum ratos of R.1 4a. and R.1 20., were proposed for tho classifi. 
cation of the villages for dry-crop assossment. Tho former 
comprised 121 villages, viz. tho twonty Ron villages and 101 
bolonging to Béddimi propor, ‘Tho former have not such a good 
olimato ag the latior, but aro flat and open, with onay access to 
two railway stations; tho Jattor havo a vory favourable climato 
for carly crops, and are traveraod by the railway, with threo 
sstations, but havo inferior internal communications. The old 
maximum, was mostly R.1 2a. 

Tho second group consisted of twonty-cight villages in tho west 
of Baddmi proper, with a climate inferior to that of the vost, and 
boing farther from tho vailway, had fowor advantages of commu. 
nication, Most of thoso villagos were formerly ratod at a maxi- 
mumof R.1, Tho avon of rico vacorded by tho old Survey in 
Govornmont land was 871 novos, assosged at on average rate of 
R.2 Zp, por acre, This had only inoroased by fivo noreg, whilst 
the total avout, inclusive of alionaled Jand, had fallon off. ‘Tho 
now avorago rate, nominal on tho alionatod portion, came to 
R.8 ba, 6p, Lho axon of gardon land had also somewhat Lallon 
off, and tho new average proposad camo to R, 2120. Op. a8 com 
poured with tho formor ono of 1.2 Ida. 7p. Improvements were 
of courso loft unagsessod, and the usual modifloations of nsseas- 
mont were carriod out in the case of lands watered from old wells 
and those benolited by porcolation from Govornmont irrigation 
works, Ohannel-watored lands, of an area of 211 acres, would 
bear an average rate of Rs. 5 8a. an neve, 

Tho gonoral result of tho revision will be aeon from the follow. 
‘ing slatomont :— . 
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H By Pomme By Roviaion gurvoy, k 
Oconpiod Tand.| Occupied Land. Wasto, Totnl, § 





Aores, | Ts, | Acroa Ts. j Acros. | Re. | Aoxos Ra, 
1 frat | 192,508 | 80,846 | 192,175 | 1,01,042 | 24,700 | 10,208 | 167,175 | 1,1L808 | 268 


22,427 | 11,809 | 20,288 | 19,050 | 11,410 | 4,101 | 84,707] 17,160 [140 





140 | 164,008 | 01,718 | 185,763 | 1,114,200 | 99,110 } 14,964 | 101,883 | 1,28, 104 | 24% 
Tho inoreaso in tho first group fell mainly on the Ron villages; 
this was due to the old maximum rate having been R. 1, while in 
Bédémi propor it was R.1 Qn., a3 woll as to tho now classification 
having raised in thom the value of the soil, which was particu. 
larly rich, Tho statement shows that tho Goyornment unocoupicd 
waste ig 86,119 noves, assessed at an ayornge of Gr. 4p, the agre, 
Much of this land had boon bué recontly thrown up, and would 
probably soon be re-oceupicd, The avorage asseasmont on occu. 
pied land had boon 9a. 6p. by tho firs settlement, and was now 
raised by 2a, 8p, to Lia, Op,, which, considering all tho ciroum- 
stances, was cortainly moderate. 

Tn sanctioning these proposals for tha usual period of thirty 
years, Government directed that they should be brought into full 
effect in the Ron villages at onco, but that in Baddmi propor tho 
vomission of 1fa, in the rupoo for 1885-86 and 1886-87 granted 
in Hingiind and Bigalkot should also bo givon. In conflming 
this decision tho Scorolary of Stale was of opinion that tho pro» 
posed remission might bo continued aftor tho latlor year also if 
it should be found that tho ovil effects of tho famine wore felt 
longer than was anticipated at tho timo tho new ratos woro 
sanctioned. The remission was finally discontinued by Goyorn- 
ment orders in 1887, and tho full rates ordored to be lovied from 
1887-88, 

4 Revision has since beon carried out in cight romaining villages 
of Bédémi at an inorense in revonuo of Rs, 672 on Govornment 
land, or 126 por cent, and of Rs. 486 in quit-renis on alionated 
Jand, the new ayerage rato on the former boing 12a. 6p. ns against 
Tia, 2p. of the first sottlomont, 

Tn 1890 the Survey sottlomonts originally introduced in trom 
1855-56 to 1857-58 into nincty-seven villages in tho Télukas of 
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Bijapur, Bagovadi, and Mudebihtl, were brought undor revision 
to complute the oporation in that Collectorate. In consequoneo of 
soparate holdings being-now measured into numbors, and recorded 
by thomsclvos in placo of boing amalgamated with thoso of othor 
holders, of changes through tho action of Moods and othor cnuses, 
among which orrors in tho provious muasw'emont woie answorablo 
for only seventoon, about one-third of the Survey folds and half 
tho avon wore ro-mensured. In classiflention of svils tho old work 
was found to be so far satisfactory as to admit of boing confirmed 
with somo modifications to vendor if conformable with the stan. 
duds more recently adopted, Tho total difforence in aren came to 
ouly 215 out of 489,228 acres, dry-crop and gardon showing an 
moreaso of 1,895 acres, and rico and unassessod Jandsa deorenso of 
1,610 acres, 

‘theao villages lio for the most part ina group along tho westorn 
boundary of tho Collectorate, twolvo being seattored. Contrary 
to the oxperionco of tho returns oxaminod at tho first sottlomont, 
the rainfall appears to be fairly oortain, and to be dorivod mostly 
Jate in tho season from the north-oast, and not from the south 
west monsoon, A large proportion of tho aren, or 156 por cont, 
is takon up with grass and follow, and in consequanco of tho usual 
lntoness of tho rainfall, about two-thirds of the axon produces 
Jato, and rathor ovor one-third early, crops. Among the formor 
cotton only figures for about 8 por cont, 

Since tho frat sottlomont this tract of countay has bonoflted 
groatly by being no longor left in isolation for want of propor 
meonns of communication. Bijdpur itself, famed for its magniftcont 
Mussulman remains, has been somowhat roslored to its anciont 
splendour by the vopair of its old buildings. Ronds travorso tho 
eountry in sovoral diections, and the railway has four stations 
within its limits. Tho weekly bazaar at Bfjdpur has nasumed. 
considerable proportions, there being also threo other minor mar. 
kots, and the commerce of tho country is again in touch with tho 
coast and tho markots of tho wost of the Presidency. ‘This is do. 
monsiratod in a very marked degree by the Lact of vhore being 
now 1,687 carts, whoveas at the period of the old sottlomont there 
wore only eighteon, 

Population in the same period has increased SL por cont, md 
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houses 88:9, Agrioultwral cattle avo more in number by 40°6 per 
cont.; milch and young cattle and shcop and goats respectively by 
21 4 and 89°8 per cont, Ponios and horses number 457 por cont, 
more, Wells and water-lifts have also increased by 565 por cont. ; 
of theso 887 aro devoted to irrigation and 860 10 drinking pur. 
poses, but 884 out of iho total number of 1,581 aro out of order. 
These, no doubt, will bo ropaived under the new rulo, by which 
land undor existing wells will hencofo ward be brought undox dry- 
crop 1Ates. 

Prices of agriculiural produco havo mennwhilo rison io aboul 
double of what they were, and tho rogistiation statistics rolating 
to moitgages and Jeasos prove that land has acquired a high snlo- 
able value, In 185 cases whore land has been leasod tho zont 
aealised was nearly threo times tho Government assossment, 
Rs. 17,757 being paid in advance, Tho transactions tabulated 
under the head of mortgages, with and without possession being 
handed over to tho mortgagee, avo so numerous and complicated. 
that it would tako too long to epitomiso thom, bul it is clear that 
jn the majority many times the amount of tho Governmont valu. 
ation of the lands have been advanced on the sqourity of tho laiter. 
An unpleasant feature of tho slatemonts is that tho intorost 
charged varies from half axupeo to Rs, 8 Qa. a month, and. that. 
they seem to show that possossion of land is in rapid courso of 
transfer fiom tho ngiioultmal to tho monoyed olnsses, Such n 
transfer would, howover, not bo an unmixod ovil, for ib would 
favour tho investment of enpital in the improvomont of tho soil, 
and tend to woed out from the agricultural, and lower to the 
labouring, clags those among tho former who, from indebtedness 
produced by exiravagance and unthriftiness, ave really more fitted 
to bo labourers than farmors, It is 10 be hoped that tho oporation 
of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Rolief Act will bo of somo avail horo 
toretain in their original status thoso who, havo fnllon to their 
present position through misfortune only. 2 

Those statistics show an increnso'in material proapority which is 
very remarkable when it is considered that this part of the country 
felt very sevorely the effecis of tho famine of 1876-77, According 
to veturns furnished by the Collector, it rosulted in diminishing 
the population by shout one-fourth, from 80,157 to 60,868 ; agtl. 


BIJAPUR 71. 


cultural cattle by nearly shelf, and othor cattle by two-thirds, 
Tho xocuperntive powor of tho people must be gront 10 have 
brought their numbers in fourtcon yonrs up to 84,888, and their 
onitlo to those givon above, 

The romigsions of rovenue grantod during tho Survoy lease wore 
inconsidorable, oxcopt in tho {amino time, and during tho threo 
yours procoding tho revision thoro havo been only six casos in which 
yocourso was had to tho salo of occupaney rights for tho lovy of 
tho Government dues. Tho land sold was of vory inferior quality 
agscssed ab an averago of one anna par ac10, 

Tn consequonco of the advont of the railway, the criterion of 
aupoior climate, according to which the old grouping of villages 
for maximum rates was arranged, and villages towards tho west 
wore more highly ated than thoso in tho cast, is now nob the chief 
point to bo considored in arranging tho classes, but distance from 
zeilway, Judged by this atandard, tho latter villages should bo 
placed highor than tho formor. Correct theory in tho mattor has, 
howovor, had to be placed in abeyance, and whoro maximum rales 
of R.1 4a. and R,1 would have boon fair undor oxisting citown- 
stances, only Idu, and 12a, havo had to bo taken, because to oxcood 
thom would have resulted in inising tho total assegsmont above 
tho 88 por cont, fixed by tho rules as tho limit, beyond which it 
aust not bo inorensod on a rovision of tho sottlomont, 

Tho third group, of twonty-nino villagos, is that through which 
tho anihvay yuna; and the fourth group is within ensy vonols of if, 
but thoy havo beon 1ated at tho masima montioned abova, while 
tho so-callod first group, of one villago, and tho second, of four, 
havo been kept up to R.1 2a, ond R.1 la, respectively, because 
thoy avo surrounded by villagas already settled at thoso ratos. 

The land undor rico cultivation has diminished during the 
Survoy loaso from 792 to 612 nores, It is only grown in four 
villages undor two fine tanka, but what thoro is of it is of superior 
quality, Tho maximum rato has been jnoroased from Rs. 6 to 
Rs, 8, so that the average por acro will be Rs, § La, 1Op. in place 
of Rg. 8 10a, 5p. under tho original settlemont, 

Gardon land, which had vison from 1,889 {0 2,785 novos, had 
bono an avorago assessment of R.1 Ida. 10p, What was irri 
gated from old wella having beon brought down within maximum 
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dry-crop rates, the average will now be only 120, Op. on such Innda. 
Tands irrigated from water-channola, howevor, will havo an avorage 
of Rs, 8 182, 10p., where tho menus of irrigation are provided by 
the State. 

The avorage vate of asseasmont on all arable lands undor tho 
vevision will be Ga. Sp. por aoro, an increnso of la. 7p. on that 
under tho first scitloment, 

Tho goneral financial result of tho revision will be to ineronso 
the revenue from Governmont lands from Rs, 85,280 to Ra, 112,977, 
or 82°4 por cont,, and on quit-renls lovied from alionntod lands by 
Rs, 12,597. Thoro remain still unoceupiod 4,882 noves of agsossad 
land, but it is of very inferior quality, rated at an avorago of 
la, 7p. 

Taking tho four groups of villages separately, tho increases aro 
415, 15°1, 82°2, and 82°6 por cont.; but tho first of theso, being a 
single villago, comes under the rulo by which inoroaso under 
revision must not oxcced 66 por cont., and not under tho 88 por 
cont. rule applicable to whole groups, 

Thora can be no doubt that, undor all tho cireumstances, the 
new assessment is exceodingly light, and those cultivators who 
aro not too doeply involved will bo able to rehabilitate themselves 
and maintain their position as farmors. Tho 45,000 acres of un« 
aseossed and unarablo land will still leave room for a conaidornblo 
numbor of flocks and herds, to disposa of tho products of which 
the railway will afford ample opportunity. 

Comploto retwns are not availablo to admit of a comparison of 
the rovenuo of this Collectorate up to tho date of tho Inst rovision 
noted above, but the figures givon in Onmpbell's “ Gazottoar” 
show that in 1888-89, just before tho original Survoy sottlement, 
the aren undor tillage was 488,675 acres, assessed at Iw, 689,608 
(of which Rg, 144,068 wero remittod), and that by 1877-78, the 
famino yen, these had rison respectivaly 10 1,989,208 acros and 
Rs, 978,182, The losses by tho fnmine immediately redueed tho 
acreage to 1,655,587, By 1882~88, howevor, the aron had again 
risen to 1,818,097 nores, and thore ean be no doubt that by tho 
presont timo the full area of the yoar provious to tho famine has 
once more been reached and even exceeded, 
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SATTARA. 


Tie Sattird Collectorato lios between 16° 50! and 18° 10' N, lat, 
and 78° 45! and 75° 0' E. long., and has an avon of 4,792 square 
milos, with a population ayoraging 221 to iho squaro onile. Tt 
includos with tho Stato of Satltr4, which lapsed to the British in 
1848, the subdivision of Tiggion, formerly in Bolgim. On its 
north lio the Colloctornte of Pima and tho Native States of Bhov 
and Phaltan; on tho oast are Sholdpur and the territories of tho 
Pant Pratinidhi and Jath; on the west it is bounded by tho Snh- 
yhdvi range, which soparates it from ‘Thant and Koldbé; and on 
the south partly by Bolgém and partly by tho Nativo Statos of 
Hangli and KolhApur. It hag oloven subdivisions, as follows, viz: 
VAi, JAoli, Satitid, Korogton, Pitan, Karid, Vilva, Min, Khitao, 
Khénipur, and ‘Tisghon, Its vernacular language is Mahvatti, 

Bofore Sattdrtd waa vatablishod as a Stale under tho Snttitré 
Réjis in 1818, it, liko other districts under the Mabratins, had 
sulforod greatly undor Bajinto’s system of farming tho revenue, 
This was at onco suporsedod by tho rayatudri systom. The old, 
heavy aveossment was, howover, continued, 

Botwoon 1821 and 1829 the wholo of tho State lands, were sur- 
voyed by Capt, Adams, but, as no boundary marke wore put up, 
this mogauremont was of little use except to provenl the holders 
of alionated land from onoroaching on Governmont land, although 
the arable avea was divided into felds or numbers, and tho sizo of 
holdings both in Govornment and alienaiod land was fixed. Hach 
fiold. had its namo and area rocorded in tho accounts in tho hadim, 

VOU, IL, 18 
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or ancient bighds, which was a measure of valuation and not of 
ares, and in the bigha of Adams's survey, which was nine-tenths of 
anacre, The kamdl, or standard assessment, was entered against 
each number, but, a8 this was as arule too high to be realised, 
a certuin amount was taken off as a permanent remission. This 
was called the tote, or Ident tota. Notwithstanding this, the 
demand for annual remissions for various causes still continued, 
The hereditary district officers were at first consulted to a certain 
extent in matters of 1evenue administration, but were not allowed 
4o take any part in it, 

In spite of Capt. Grant Duft’s efforts to improve the system it 
continued in several respects to be loose and uncertain, Village 
accounts were kept on scraps of loose paper, showing the receipts 
only, and not the disbursements, It was the practice to send sufli- 
cient money to meet the charges every month. Waste lands ‘vere 
often entered as cultivated, and lands let at 1educed rates recorded 
as fully assessed. No care was taken to realise the revenue by 
instalments at seasons conveniont to the payers, Olaims for ro- 
missions were made by the distret offices (Mamlatddrs) on an 
inspection of the cops, and were a matter of bargaming with 
head-quaiters, The final 1emissions granted weie also settled by 
bargaining with the land-holders, Even then a delay of one or 
two seasons sometimes occured in the dishibution, 

It is quito clear fiom these details that a wide door was opencd 
for fraud and peculation Yearly advances alone kopt up culti- 
vation, and yearly remissions sayad the ryots from ruin. Under 
auch a system no improvement could ever be hoped for. 

In 1848, when British management was introduced, the ordinary 
indispensable ievenue reforms were carried out. The pay of 
village officers was put ona proper footing, regularly balanced 
accounts were introduced, receipts for paymont were givon to the 
ryots, instalments of revenue were collected at the seasons most 
convenient for them, and lists of remissions allowed were put up 
in a conspicuous place in each village, so that each man might 
now what he had to pay. These reforms were cariied out by 
Mr, Frere between 1848 and 1851 

At this time there were oloven subdivisions, viz., Sattird, Tit 
gion, Kardd, Valva, Iéoli, Vii, Koregdon, Khénipur, Khatéo, 
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Pondharpur, and BiyApur. Of these the first six, nonrest 10 the 
SnhyAdrig in the wost, were tho most favoured in soil and climate, 
tho vichosl, bost tilled, and most populous. In them the largest 
portion of the land, after deduction of that held rent-freo for 
sorvico, was hold by horeditary occupants (Mirfsdars), who kept 
up cultivation efficiontly. Tho remaining subdivisions aro in the 
cast. They wore less favoured as to soil or climate, and had been 
80 waalod by war and famino that thore were no horeditary osou- 
pants loft in them, ‘Tillago was consequontly inforior, and a largo 
‘yon, especially in Bijapur, was dovoted to pasturago for brocding 
oattle, , 

Of 2,688,998 nores of arablo land, according 10 Capt, Adame’s 
Moasuroments, there wero in 1850-81, inclusive of alienntions, 
2,444,459 acres in cultivation, yielding a revonue of Rs. 81,60,790 ; 
but of this rental Little moro than half came to Govornmont, Tho 
arable waslo was 289,528 acres, with an ostimated rental of 
Ra. 78,980, ‘The assessmont was in all casos on the lend, and not 
on the crop. Low it had beon flxed could nob bo ascertained, but 
it was far heavier than in adjacent British territories, tho rato por 
bigha averaging Rs, 20} on irrigated lands, Rs. 14 on unirrigated ; 
on rico Re, 17, and on hill land R.1 18a, Cesses to the amount of 
Rs. 2,540 wore also paid in varions accounts in cortain villages, in 
addition to grazing inxos on cattle and sheop. ‘ho formor was a 
yupeo por head of buffaloes not ongaged in cultivation, and Rs. 6 
per hundyrod hend was tho avorago in the latter, Theso receipts 
emne 10 aboub Rs, 80,000. 

OL, tho eleven subdivisions, Bijapur ia now included in tho Ool- 
lectorate of that name, and Pandharpur has been transferred to 
Sholdpur, Tho remaining nino still belong 10 Satitrd, By tho 
introduction of tho Survey soltloment, which was commencod in 
1858 and concluded in 1862-68, tho1o was a fall of about 4 per 

cent, in the assossmont on tho culuiyated area, viz, from 
‘Ra, 11,985,880 to 11,51,890, 
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TASGAON. 


The first subdivision into which the Survey settlement was 
introduced was that of Tésgdon, on the lapse of the estate to the 
British Government in consequence of the death of ils chief in 
1848 without heirs, The cleven villages near Tisgdon and Athni, 
with eight neighbouring villages, were formed into a Mémlaidar’s 
charge. It had a fairly certain and sufficient rainfall for early 
(thavif) mops. The population averaged 248 to the square mile. 
Out of 9,000 people some 400 were weavers and dyars. The chief 
markets were Athni, Tisgion, Singh, and Miraj, With but in- 
significant exceptions, no revenue records were forthcoming of the 
tame before the British occupation, The managoment was beliéved 
to have been on a par with that of other Mahratta chiefs, The 
kamdl, or recorded gross 1ental, was from twice to four times the 
amount realised. ‘Less was ofton left to the ryot than was suffi- 
cient for food and the next year’s cultivation, and advances wero 
made to make up the requisite amount for the latter purposes. 
What was not paid of the kamdl rental was added to the ryols’ 
outstanding balances, which were left to be realised in the next 
favourable season, and held in terrorem over the ryot 10 provent 
his throwing up his cultivation. Rather than allow land to romain 
uncultivated, it was given out at any rate offered for it, and the 
difference between this and the nominal iental put down as khand 
tota, or loss acooiding tongreemont, Notwithstanding this systom, 
under which improvement was, of course, impossible, the people 
were not badly off in a native point of view. They wore not 
allowed to become wealthy, but they were seldom or never roduced 
below the level of a fair subsistence. 

The effect of an attempt to levy the full nominal rental in 1851 
in some of the villages jvas to throw much of the Iand out of oul- 
tivation; and although people contracted their holdings, throwing 
up the most heavily assessed lands, and resorted to other oxpe- 
dients, it was a long time before matters found their propor level, 
after causing much suffering to the people. 

In the eight Soni villages, » fall in tillage of about 7,000 out of 
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15,000 neres tool place betwoen 1845-46 and 1851-82, and in the 
clevon ‘lMagton villages ono of about 5,000 acres. Romissions 
seem 1o have been granted liberally, but ou tho wholo moro was 
levied than in tho lifetime of tho Tisgion chiof, 14 reanlted that 
by 1850-51 tho Innds woro deeply mortgaged. Mr, Manson, the 
Assistant Political Agent, ostimated that out of Rs. 40,370 paid 
on account of the first thee instalments of the year, Rs, 19,810 
had been raised from money-lendors, To was at last entisfied that 
tho rates of assosament were too high, a fact which, if the country 
had been under tho regular Revenue officors aud the Revenue Com- 
missioner, would certainly have been ascertained sevoral years 
earlier, and provented much suffering. 

The ninoteen villages wore distributed by the Survoy officers for 
maximum dry-crop rates into four classes. ‘Con villages close to 
the Krishna river, with a good climate and good markets, formed 
the frst group, with a maximum of Ra, 2, Tivo villages farther 
inland, with o less cortain rainfall, formod the second, wilh ono of 
R.1 120. Two villages, with a smallor rainfall and inforior 
markots, al a maximum of R.1 8n,, formed the third; and the 
romaining two, not so well situated as any of the others, were the 
fourth group, with a maximum of Ida. Moab of tho villages held 
more or less garden land, of which about one-sixth was given to 
sugar-cane. Tho rest contained alittle botol-loaf, turmeric, whont, 
and yogotables. The old gardon rates varied greatly, boing as 
high og Ra.8 8a, 6p. in ono villago. In most places water was 
found near tho surface, ‘Tho maximum rato in woll-waderod land 
was fixed ab Re. 4; in channol-watored, Rs, 4 120,; and in land 
with two sources of irrigation, Re. 6 da. 

The result of the now rales ag a whole was as follows ;— 




















Tormer Cultivation, Waalo, , Total 

Claus, is Rent j- eri rode) Pare ese ees] haere ee 
* (851 82).) arog, | Rontal, | Aron | Rental, } Aron | Rontal, 
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1 10 | G1A0D | 84,070 | 15,172 | 0,126 | 7,109 ( dB,4u0 | 52,621 
2 & | 16,818 | 10,188 | 9,468 | 8,058 | 4,040 | 18,101 | 14,108 
8 2 2,267 | 1,785 | 1,290 18 81d | 2,008 | 1,604 
4 2 7,890 | G.C63 | 4,191 | 2,10£ | 1,192 | 8,857 | 6,888 


19 80, {80 62,056 | 60,056 | 20,686 | 18,558 | 78,242 | 78,611 
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The settlement was introduced in 1852-58, reported in 1855-56, 
and sanctioned by Government in 1856-57, 

The following statement shows the result of the Survey settle. 
ments in these villages between 1855 and 1865 :— 























Oconpied Waste, Toinl, 
Year. 
doen | zat | aii | ane. | att fooaue| ane | Am 
Acres, Re, Bs, Aores, | Re, Ra Acror Bu, 


1868-86 | 62,168 | ¢8,288 | 67,188 | 8,810 | 3,608 | 1,082 | 70,978 | 70,796 
1864-05 | 70,768 | 71,576 | 71,473 | 986 | 740 | 1,662 | 71,749 | 72,218 








Tt is thus clear that almost all the lend worth cultivation had 
been taken up, the 986 acies of waste loft in 1865 bearing an 
average assessment of only 12a, 





KHATAO, 


In 1858-59 the Survey settlement was introduced into 105 
villages of Khatéo and thirty-seven villagos of the Mayni potty 
division of Khénipur, With the exception of about thirty vil- 
Jages in the north, Khatéo was a table-lond divided from Pan. 
dhaipur on the;east by a well-marked line of hills, On the onat, 
towards Pandharpur, the rainfall was uncertain and seanty, while 
it increased in going westwards until it became sufficient and 
certain. Except in the east and south-east it was woll placed for 
markets. The north-western villages resorted to Phaltan, and tho 
western to Satthrd, the two chief local trade contres, and. thore 
were smaller markets that were also useful. The people lived 
almost entirely by agriculture; those in the west being better off 
than those in the east on account of the soil being richer, and 
having better markets, and the larger proportion of ixrigation. 
In the east they had been tempted to take up more land 
than they could till properly, attracted by the low rates of naséa- 
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mont provalent, Tho rovonue systom had been the samo asin 
Pandharpur, described under Sholdpur. 

In the twolve years from 1847 to 1888 the avon of cultivation 
had beon 165,768 acres on an avorage, the collections, remissions and 
yroductions for tho samo period having been Rs. 91,607, Rs, 19,907 
and Rs. 58,066. For the [fivo years 1858-58 the average acreage 
was 166,771, collections Rs, 88,257, remissions Rs, 28,158, and 
yeductions Rs. 58,894. Tho avorngo collections por nore thus did 
not amount to half a rupee, Tho now Survey morsuemonts showed 
276,760 naores of Government land in occupation and 23,876 of 
arable waste, or upwards of 100,000 aercs of ocoupied land in 
oxcess of what was shown in the accounts, As the old suvey 
showed only 8,098 acres of arablo waste, noarly 100,011 acres of 
Jan@l which had boen since cultivated must havo been wrongly 
entered as unarablo, 

Tho 105 villages wero divided into six groups with tho lowest 
maximum rato of # rupoo in the enstorn, rising to R,1 Ma. in tho 
wostern villages, as climate and markets improved. There wore 
about 8,500 acres of gardon Jand, mostly given to wheat and 
vegetables, Tho avoiago of tho old yates was high, and they 
varied considerably. Tho now rates wore from Rs, 8} in tho first 
to Rs, 2 in tho sixth clnss, the avorago increasing from onsl to 
wos. 

Tho estimated general rosult was as follows :— 
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This shows an immediate increnso of about 184 per cont. in 
the revenue, to rise eventually to 17} when tho waste was 
absorbed. The rates corresponded with those of othor similarly 
situated villages of other subdivisions already settled. Thoro was 
a reduction in the fist two groups, but an increase in all tho 
yest, The latter had much poor soil that was not biought to 
account by the old survey, and was hold at even less than grazing 
rates The same state of things had been found in Pandharpur, 
and the Néteputa petty division of Khitfo, where the inoveaso 
in the asseasment had not caused any dissatisfaction, The pro- 
posals were sanctioned in February 1859. 





KHANAPUR (HMaini Portion). 


The Mayni petty division of Khdndpur was settled in the same 
year, Its thiity-seven villages lay close to, and corresponded 
with, the villages in the south-western half of Khatdo in climate 
and character. The large markets of Sattar’ and Kardd wore 
easily accessible by made roads. In the eleven years ending in 
1857-58 tillage fell from 59,183 acres to 37,210, and collections 
from Rs. 42,700 to Rs. 37,210, whilst remissions incrensod from 
Rs. 1,180 to Rs. 4,590, The rates proposed were rogulatod by 
those of the corresponding Khatéo wllages, Tho fifteen onstern 
villages corresponded with the third class of Khatio and had a 
maximum of Rs. 1 6a,; the ninoteen central villages wore similar 
to the second class of Khatio, and had the same maximum of 
R.1 10a, while the two western villages co1vesponded with those 
of the first class in Khatéo and had also its maximum of R, 1 14a, 

There were over 3,800 acres of garden land which under the 
old system had sometimes been oppressively assessed. The new 
yates were fixed at frofa Rs, 3} in first class villages to Re. 2t in 
third class. As these rates led to a lowering of the assessmont in 
garden lands, it was hoped the people would thereby be reconciled 
to the increase in dry-crop rates, 

The general result of the settlement will be seon from tho fol- 
lowing statement :— 
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Sua yoy, 





ci vit Old Foie Maximum 
nae Ingea, | Cultivation | Now Ratoa Diy- Chop 
of 1857-58./on the Same) Wasto. Total. . 


Aron 





Re, Ra. Ra Ts. Ra a 
a 8,684, 2,663 165 2,728 14 
2 19 21,884 | 27,785 1,557 29,842 1 10 
18 12,190 13,109 986 14,005 1 6 


86 + 87,208 | 48,457 2,708 46,165 _ 




















Tho immediate increaso in revenue was thus 16:7 per cent., and 
if tho wasto was takon up it would viso to 24 por cont. Tore, 
as elsewhere, all direct lovios of feos from the ryots by district 
and villago officcis were put a slop to, 


» KOREGAON. 


Twonty-five villages of tho Koregion subdivision wore aotiled 
in 1859-60. It lny to tho wost of tho hills that separate tho 
valley of the Krishna from that of the Yorn and its feedors 3 the 
aills sopnrated it from Khatto. ‘The climate was vory good, the 
‘ainfall being moro plontiful and cortain than in the country to 
tho onst of tho hills, Tho bettor kinds of soil generally producod 
Wo crops & year; 8,773 acres wero in gardon, chiofly watored by 
shannels from the small streams that abounded, It was also 
woll off for markots, tho wostorn villages boing from four to ton 
niles from SaitfirA; in the south was the large markot town of 
Rabimatpw, and in tho north ‘Deut, in addition to other smallor 
narkets, Jixcallont mado roads kept communication open all tho 
year round. Manufactures were of no impbrlanco, 

Tho old ratos of assessmont wore high and extromoly unoqual, 
Permanent reductions of assossmont (dévni toté) had beon more 
iparingly gvanted in the villages near Sattar than in tho eastern 
villages. Tho average dry-crop rates in entire villages were some- 
dmes as high as Rs.2, and thoso on garden Iands Rs.9. The 
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people were accordingly deeply in debt. A good deal of money 
came in from wages earned on the construction of tho G.I. P. 
Railway and from tho hiring out of carts for the Pana and _ 
Sattérd traffic, otherwise an increase in cultivation could not have 
taken place, 

In the twelve years ending in 1858-59 cultivation had fallon 
from 63,489 acres in 1847-48 to 60,428 in 1855-86, and again 
rison to 62,991 in 1858-59; collections sumlarly had fallen from 
Ra, 146,250 to Rs. 1,926,170, and again risen to Rs. 1,49,580. 
Permanent reductions of assessment were Rs, 25,295 in 1847-48 
and Rs. 28,641 in 1858-59, while remissions had been as high as 
” Rs, 24,891 1m 1881-52, and from 1854-55 to 1858-59 varied from 
Rs. 8,498 to Rs. 8,936. The seventy-three villages were arranged 
for maximum dry-crop rates into three groups with maxinium 
Ary-crop rates from Ry.8 to Rs. 2}; in tho first class woo nine- 
teen villages in the west, tho best off in the matter of climate and 
markets; in the third were the twenty-five villages 1 tho oast 
and north-east which were the worst off in these respects ; and. the 
intermediate twenty-nine villages were placed in the second class. 
The 1ates in the first two classes were higher than any hitherto 
introduced into any part of the Deccan, Wor garden lends the 
maximum rates proposed were Rs. 6{, Re, 6, and Rs. 5} for tho 
thyee classes, but it was estimated that the average rato would 
not be more than Rs, 4. Notwithstanding tho unusually high 
dry-crop rates, the genoral result was only a fall from Ra, 1,49,580 
to Rs, 1,836,950, or 8 per cent. on the tillage of 1858-59, 






























Survoy. : 
is ‘le On Galtlen: mis re 
88 | Jagan, 1001 o' Dry-Or 
4868-69 (Old) Saws (Now). Waste, | otal | Ratoss 
Ra Rs, Ra Rs. Ra 
1 19 61,946 51,606 | 1,281 52,887 8.0 
2 29 58,054 48,384 | 1,585 49,919 2 12 
8 25 84,585 87,009 | 1,622 38,631 28 
73 | 1,49,585 | 1,836,949 1,41,487 on 





The rates were approved by Government in January 1860. 3, 
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KILANAPUR (Main Division). 


In tho samo yoar a Survoy settlement was introduced into the 
Mimlatddr’s division of Khhnapuy, in tho cast of the district, It 
contained fifty-six villages, which lny immediately to tho south of 
tho Mayni villages settled in tho previous year. On the south it 
was bounded by Athni in Belgdm, and Tasgion. On tho west lay 
the Karaid subdivision, Tho rainfall diminished from west to 
enst, and the cultivation and crops wore similar to those of Koxe- 
géon, There wore several small markets within its limits, but its 
puneipal market was Karid, about ten miles 10 tho west. Tho 
road to tho coast by the Kumbharh Pass ran through the south 
of Khindpur from cast to west, and the Belgfm-Sattiid 102d. 
passed through iho west from south to north, so that, as regards 
youds and markets, tho western villages had on advaniago over 
tho vost. The people wero fairly well off, and not ao hampered 
by debt ag thoso in Koregion, Manufactures wore inconsiderable, 

During tho period of twolve years oiding in 1858-59, the aren 
of tillugo had not varied much, ‘Tho average acreage had hoon 
66,508 acres, and the averngo colloctions Re, 87,990, Permanont 
reductions had been from a little over Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 18,000, 
whilst in 1857-58 and 1858-59 ordinary vomissions practically 
disappeared, Whilst under the Salitré Rajés the pormanent re. 
Auctions had neithor beon unnecessnrily lavish, as in the east, nox 
00 restricted, ag in the wost. 

The averngo rates of negessmont in all but the latlor part of the 
country had beon low; at the gaine timo tho assessment was vory 
uneven, Tho Survey proposod four groups for maximum rates of 
dry-orop assessment, consisting of soventeen, ninoteen, thixleen, 
and seven villages, the rates being Rs, 2, B.1 120, R.1 9a, and 
R.1 6a, rospectivoly. Tho first was in tho wesl, with tho best 
climato and markets, and the other thrée joined it sucocssively 
towards tho east, Rs.5 and Rs, 43 were tho highest garden rates 
proposed in the first and second olasses, aud Ra, 4 and Res, 8 12n, 
for the third and fourth, As much of the garden laud was, how- 
ever, poor, tho average, it was estimated, would not come to moro 
than Bs, 2 120, 
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The general ‘effect of the now settlement was to increase the 
revenue but slightly, from Bs. 67,890 to Rs. 67,480, and to leave 
a possible incense, if the waste lands were takon up, from 
Rs, 67,482 to Rs, 78,420, ox nemly 9 per cent, 

The following statement shows the dotails for the different 
groups i— 














Suivoy. 
ila Old A , Highest 
- arcesm. i 
Olnes, lagas. | on Tillage | Naw Assosa- Dry-Drop 
of 1858-59, | ment on the | Waste, Total, 
Samo Area, 
Ra, Rs. Rs, Ra. Ra a 
J; 17 | 19,468 16,387 1,737 | 18,124 2 0 
2 19 | 23,848 25,288 2,166 | 27,404 122 
3 13} 19,545 20,162 1,352 | 21,514 19 
4 7 5,038 5,645 733 6,878 1 6 
56 | 67,894 | 67,483 | 5,988 | 73,420 si 














Tt will be seen that there was a sensible lowering of rental in 
the first group, where it was apparently, requiied. The proposals 
wore senctioned by Government in January 1860. 





VAT, 

‘Vai, in the oxtveme north-west of the district, was tho noxt sub. 
division to receive a Survey settlement, In the Mémlatdat’s and 
Mahiikaii’s charges together there were 108 villages. It lay west 
of Koregion, was bounded on tho south and south-east by Satldrt 
and Jioli, and on the west by the villages on the Mahibloshvar 
hills under the charge of the Superintendent of tho hill sintion, 
The Mahflkari’s villages were in tho valley of the Nira river in the 
north. In the eastern, villages of this charge tho rainfall was 
somewhat light and uncertain, but very favourablo in the wostern. 
Those of the Mémlatdar’s charge, from east to south, were as 
good for diy ciop as could be found. Nemeyrand under the Ma- 
h&bleshwar hills the rain became too heavy for dry-crop, and the 
cultivation on the sides and tops of the hills was by no means 
continuous, fallow for from three to eight years being allowed 
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aftor two ov three years’ cropping with hill graing. Rico was also 
yaiaed near the hills, and thero wasn good deal of garden Jand, 
portly irrigated from wolls, but mostly from channels led from 
perennial streams, 

‘Vai was well off for markots. ‘Thore was a daily market in the 
town itself, and beyond the boundaries were Bhor, SattArt, Phal- 
tan, and Maleolmpoth (Mahabloshvar). ‘Roads wore open to Pina 
and Mahdbleshvar, and the pooplo on the whole were fairly woll 
off, The hill people found a good outlet for jungle produce at 
the hill station. 

Tho subdivision had boon surveyed by Capi. Adams in 1820 to 
1824, and his mensuroments had formed the basis of tho accounts, 
but tho ancient ratos of assessmont had beon continuod. Por- 
manent reductions (lavni totd) had beon mado moro freely in tho 
east than in the wost near Sattiri under the Réjis’ management, 
the principle of which was to squeeze the last rupeo out of good. 
soils, and let the poor go for what they would fotch, A common 
yosult was that good soils wont out of cultivation, and tho people 
wore obliged to cultivate tho pooror soils, ‘Tho dry-crop rates 
wore Rs, 4 and Rs, 5, and in gardon lands they rose ns high as 
Rs, 12 or Rs. 14, but the ordinary averago garden inte was from 
Rs.2 to Rs, Tho cultivated avon had in tho thirteen years 
ending in 1889-60 averaged 88,730 acres; collections had in« 
eveasod from Rs, 78,140 in 1858-54 to Ruy, 1,05,810 in 1858-59, 
Romissions, in addition to the pormanont reductions, had avoraged 
Ra. 10,450, In tho last fow yons thoy had beon less, on account 
of tho riso in prices. 

An inorease in cullivation sot in in 1855-56, whon measure- 
mont began, and continued stondily, so that collections also wore 
larger by about 12 por cent, The old assessmont was vory unevon, 
considerable areas having beon taxed ab needlossly low rates, 80 
that readjustment was required moro than loworing. 

Tho twenty-nine villages in tho Makjlkavi's chargo wero 
classed in four groups. In tho first wore soven villages in tho 
wost, with the best rainfall, and in tho fourth, oight of tho dry 
villages bordoring on the Pfina and Satlird yond, The other two 
groups, of nine and five villages, Iny intermediately betweon the 
first and fourth. 


: 
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The seventy-four villages under the direct charge of the Mém- 
latddy were arranged. in six classes, with maximum dry-crop rates 
from Re,8 to Rs. 1, ‘The first took in twenty villages in tho cast, 
which had an ample but not excessive rainfall; and the second, 
third, and fourth proceeded in regular order westwards, the rain- 
fall becoming too heavy for dry-crop, and the villages cut off from 
markets, These had ten, four, and eight villages respectivoly, 
with maximum rates of Rs.2 10a., Rs. 2 6a., and Rs.2 2a, The 
fifth and sixth class villages were hill villages, which had some 
permanent cultivation, some tiséli, or land cropped for three years 
and then left fallow from one to four years; and the rest kumi 
or dak, on the hill sides, whee the crops were grown in ash- 
manure, The two latter had rates of 6a. and 8a, The lands per- 
manently cropped stood at R.1 and RJ 2a, The new garden 
rates ranged from Rs.2 12a. in the fourth group under the’Ma- 
hAlkavi to Rs. 53 in the first ander the Mimlatdtr, 

The average rice rates were Rs, 3 8a, 9p. in the villages under 
the Mahdlkari, and as follows in the Mimlatdir’s six groups :— 


Rao. p Raa p Rs na p. 
Astolnss . 212 5 8rd class . 3 18 10 Stholasa. 4 210 
2ndclass. 6 5 7 4tholacs . 411 6 Gthelass. 4 6 3 


The following statement shows the general result of tho revision : 

















Old Assoss- Sui voy, 
Vil- mont on 
la38:) tages. | Cultivation N 
of 1859-60 | gre Aven,| Waste. | otal. 
q Rs. Re, Re Ra. 
1 7 9,511 7,074 198 7,272 
Mahal- 2 9 8,982 8,264 92 8,356 
kari 8 5 6,622 6,544 54 6,598 
4 8 8,048 10,321 130 10,451 
( 1 20 46,599 89,845 836 40,681 
2 10. 11,071 10,045 177 10,222 
Mimlat- 3 4. 2,066 1,549 21 1,570 
dfx 4, 8 2,394 2,466 79 2,548 
5 23 6,708 6,488 70 6,508 
6 9 2415 2,782 49 2,781 
103 | 1,04,366 95,278 1,706 96,084 
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Tho xontel was thus lowered by about 9 per cent, with a 
margin of only Rs, 1,706 to be made up by now cultivation, 





SATTARA, 


Tn 1861-62 the Satur subdivision of 101 villages was settled, 
Sattdrt was bounded on tho wost by the range of bills that runs 
parallel to the main crest of the Sahyidris, separated from it by 
the Koina valley; on the north by Koregion, on tho east by the 
Krishna river, and on the south by Targton. Tt consisted of two 
valleys, that of tho Yenndé on the north, and that of tho Urmodi 
or Pfvli rivor on tho south of the Saitdré fort range, Both those 
rivers fell into the Krishna, and thoir valleys merged into that of 
the latter, which formed tho eastern boundary of tho subdivision. 
Throughout tho castorn half of tho subdivision the rainfnll was so 
certain and ample that in most seasons all good dry-crop soils 
yielded two crops, Towards ihe west tho rainfall became hoavier, 
till, in the hill villages at the hend of tho Pirli valley, only hill 
grains and rico could be grown. <A considorable aren of gardon 
land was watered from wolls and channels (péth) in tho contre 
rnd east, and from channels in tho west almost exclusively. 

Tho only villages not well off f01 communications wore those at 

the hend of the Pirli valloy, but these evon woro nob moro than 
‘twelve milos in a direol lino from Saitiwi, The subdivision was 
exceodingly well off for markots, Saitird itsolf roquiring every 
kind of fiold produco, and tho numorous lines of traffic demanding 
large supplies of grain and foddor for cattle, On tho wholo tho 
ponple wero well to do, tho ryols being ablo to cko out a living 
ovon whore tho ratesavore heaviest, by hiring out carts and working 
in Bombay, . 

In the fourteon yoars onding in 1860-G1 pho area in occupation 
averaged 43,648 acres, the collections Ra, 85.770, and the romissions 
Re, 6,720, All this timo the Ident tofa varied from Rs. 11,640 to 
Rs, 12,852. Asin Koregtonand Vii, tho assessment was extromely 
wnovon, and in the east very high, being in some cases as high as 
Ra. 10 or Rg. 12, They could probably never havo boon realisod, 
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ag there was a Jarge proportion of poor soil; but there was a large 
area of Iand held rent-free, or paying only quit-rents, to make up 
for the loss, on consideration of which the Rajas had levied heavy 
rates on the Government lands. 

Survey rates corresponding to those fixed in the previous year 
in the Mémlatddr’s division of Vi were proposed, the villages 
being divided into seven groups, with maximum yates ranging 
from Rs, 8 down to R. 1 in the hill villages, Forty-four villages 
to the east, and as far asa little to the west of a line running 
north and south through Sattirdé, were placed in the first class. 
These included all the highly assessed villages. Thence towards 
the west the group rates fell ag the rainfall became excessive and 
the villages less accessible. There was a sudden drop in the fo 
lowest groups, which were made up of hill villages only. 

The following two statements show the maximum vates, &e. in 
the various groups and the general effect on the rental — 


























Vil- Maxi A 
Clos, legos. Dry Orop. Garden te, Rico, 
Maximum, Average, 
1 id 4 Rs, a. Rs, a, a a B 
aim} amps | 9 off fg 
3 10 2 6 t 4 8 8 0 4 5 4 
4 7 2 2 7 8 4 11 8 
§ ‘4 1 14 4 0 7 0 411 9 
6 1* 1 1 _ 6 8 5 6 8 
v4 10* 1 0 3.0 6 0 4 10 4 
si yu. | Ole array ee Survey. 
ASB, on REO 
Jogos, | Griago-te. | New on tho | vaste, Total, 
Be Ra, Ra 

1 44 71,310 61,945 2,460 64,405 
2 12 6,712 6,747 120 6,867 
3 10 5,39, 7,054 61 7,115 
4 7 8,007 4111 24 4,185 
5 1,872 2,054 21 2,075 
6 11* 2,182 2,255 6 2,261 
7 10* 1461 1,762 61 1,818 

91,885 85,928 2,743 88,671 














* Hill yallages, 
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Government merged both the sixth and seventh groups into 
one, with a maximum rate of R. 1, bub with this exception sano- 
tioned the proposals, 





JAOLIL 


In 1861-62 the revision of Jéoli was undortnken, Ib consisted 
of three main valleys, tho Kudél valley, the Medha valloy, up 
which the Sattdrd and Moahdbleshvar rond van, and tho uppor 
Koina valley, with a portion of tho table-land on each sido of tho 
Koina, the last running north and south, parallel to the Sabyfdris, 
and the other two from east to west. Every varioby of climate 
oceurred within its limits, In the east of the Kudal valley, near 
the Vii and Sattird road, the rains were light onough to admit 
of first-class dry-crop cultivation, whilo at Mahfbleshvar tho fall 
was from 150 to 870 inches, so that nothing but hill-grains could 
be grown. In the castorn Medha and Kudal valley villages, in 
tho better kinds of soil, two crops could be grown in the season. 
In the hill villagos most of tho land was cropped for two or threo 
years and thon left fallow for from threo to six. Rico was tho 
staple crop in all these villages, and some villages producod con- 
siderable quantities of sug anc. 

The Jéoli hill villages wore well off for markets, Satidrd was 
within easy roach of tho oastern Modha villages, and produco 
from all the hill villages waa absorbed by Mahdbloshvar; tho 
Jnttor were all within twolvo or fourtoon miles of il but tho 
extromo southern villagos on the Koinn, These wore within a 
reasonable distanco by bullock track of tho port of QOhiplin, 
whence all sorts of produco wont by sea to Bombay, A consider. 
ablo bullock trafic between tho plains above tho hills and the port 
of Mahdd also moved by the Medha and KudAl valloys across the 
Mahfbleshvar rango, and created a great demand for fodder, 

The rovenue management in tho greater portion of these valleys 
was very rudo, Tho lands of n villago wore genorally divided among 
a number of persons originilly of one family and bearing the same 
namo, The villagers knew the portions held by each, bul thero was 
no préaiso record of the situation of the lands of each shown in the 
recounts. Tach person was debited with his sharo of the village 
revenuc. Thoso whose names wero ontlered in the accounts tilled 
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290 THH LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 
part of their land themselves and sublet the rest to others on 
their own terms. In the Medha and Kudél valleys land of 
similar quality in adjacent villages was let at very different rates, 
and the assessment consequently was very uneven, In the hill 
villages the assessments were generally moderate, but though 
prices had of late doubled, the revenue had not increased more 
than 10 per cent, The condition of the people had, however, im~ 
proved, as the rise had enabled them to do without remissions, 
and to bring all but 928 acres of the arable waste into cultivation. 

In the fourteen yeas ending in 1860-61 collections had first 
fallen from Rg. 88,500 in 1847-48 to Rs. 21,940 in 1853-54, and 
again risen to Rs, 41,580 ; remissions had also risen from Rs. 2,880 
in 1847-48 to Rs. 16,950 in 1858-54, and again fallen to Rs, 40 in 
1860-61, The 141 villages were arranged in seven classes with 
ary-crop rates from Rs.3 to R.1 Ja. They were almost’ the 
same as those proposed for Sattéré, A rate of Rs, 3 was fixed 
for the villages farthest east in the Kuddl valley on the Sattfiri- 
‘Vai road, and became smaller towards the western hills, In the 
sixth and seventh class hill villages the dry-crop and lull rates 
wore rather higher than those of the Sattéré hill villages, as they 
profited by the nearness of Mahdbleshvar and Chiplin, Garden 
Jand was almost confined to the Medha and Kudal valleys; in the 
hill villages and Koina valley there was but little, The samo 
rates as for Sattérd were proposed for them. 

The grouping and rates were as follows :— 














Vile | Maxi A — 
il 
Glass. lages, Diy Chop, G@mden 
Maximum, Avoiagzo, 

Rs oa Rs. Ra & Re a pe 
1 8 3 0 54 9 @ 210 1 
2 6 2 10 5 9 90 
3 1d: 2 6 4 8 8 0 4 8 6 
4 7 2 2 7 0 4 10 4 
5 14 1 14 4 0 7 0 5 4 (0 
6 73* 1 2 8 4 7 8 8 11 11 
? 19* I 2 7 0 4 14 2 

141 a 














* Hill villages. 














Burvoy. 
vip. | Old Assossmont 
Olags. Ingaa, | O° Oultivation 
of 1860-01. | Now ou tho | Wests, Total. 
Rs. Ra, Ra, Rs, 

1 8 6,818 6,049 69 6,118 
2 6 8,805 8,128 87 8,160 
8 14 5,619 §,902 4 5,906 
4 7 2,515 2,956 § 2,961 
5 14 4,580 5,162 48 5,210 
6 73% 15,610 18,792 40 18,882 
7 19* 8,187 8,086 50 8,086 
14. 41,579 40,020 258 40,278 














eT villagos. 


On tho cultivation of 1860-61 this showed afall fiom Rs, 42,879 
to Rs, 40,020, or 8°7 por cont, Those proposals wore sanctioned 
by Government with the samo oxcaption as in Sattérd, vis, that 
the two lowest classes, the hill villages, woro placed under a singlo 
maximum rate of R.1, 


- TARG.AON, 


The Targfon subdivision, comprising in tho chargos of the 
Mémlatdar and Mahélkari fifty-five villagos, camo under rovislon 
in 1861-62, In position il corrospondod with that of Satitrd, 
except that it strelched a little farthor east and wost, On the 
woat it touched tha main Sahyddri range, including the lower 
Koina valley, and in the east it reached the hills that soparated. 
Khatéo and Khdnipur from Koregdon, Sattdr’, and Kardd in 
the Krishna valley. The bulk of tho Mémlatdar’s villages wore in 
tho Kvishna valley, where the rainfall was generally sufliciont and 
cortain for good dry-crop cultivation, two crops olton being raised. 
jn tho same season. Farther to the west thé isins became heavior, 
4ill on tho wastern border only hill cultivation became posgsille, 

Tho valleys of the Krishna and Koina wore well provided with 
roads leading to the markets of Karid and Sattdrd, as well as to 
the soaporé of Chiplin, Tho produco of tho hill villages way 
oasily disposed of in tho Konkan. 

19 * 
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For some years before the Survay (1857-62) the men of this 
part of the country had been in the habit of leaving their homes 
and going to labour at Bombay, Khandéla, or even beyond sea to 
China. Thus the people on the whole were fairly well-to-do. 
The land was carefully tilled, and the burden of the debt had 
been lightened by the recent rise in prices, In the fourteen years 
ending in 1860-61 tho cultivated area averaged 51,995 acros, 
collections Rs, 86,600, and remissions Rs, 8,900. 

The fifty-five villages were arranged in six classes for maxi- 
mum dry-crop rates, which nearly corresponded with those in 
Sattéirs, The first group, of twenty-four villages, included all 
in the centre of the Krishna valley, the best off for climate and 
communications. The second, of seven villages, included some 
under a ridge parallel to the Sahyfdris, not so favourably siluated 
with regard to communications, and those immediately to “the 
west of the first class, The third, fourth, and fifth contained 
only one, iwo, and five villages 1espectively, which lay farther 
and farther to the west, the reason of their being so fow in 
number being thtt in those quarters mosti of the villages wore 
alienated. The sixth class consisted of three hill villages in tho 
Mémlatdar’s and thirteen in the Mahalkam’s charge ; they wore 
in out-of-the-way positions, and in an inferior position to both 
the Sattird aud JAoli villages, The best gardon lands of Targion 

_ Wore superior to those of Sattird, and the rates were somewhat 
higher, Thore were only 158 acres of rico land in tho first four 
classes, assessed a little lower than in Satiird, 

The following statement shows the several rates :-— 








th Sis re Rice Land, 

‘- px m verage 
Claas Isgos. Dry Chop. Gardon. 

Maximuni, Averago. * 

Re. a, Ra & Rs, a, Ry a Pp 

1 | 2%} 3 6] 5 2 9 0} 38 7 2 

2 7 2 10° 5 0 8 0 4 56 4 

8 1 2 6 4 8 7 8 8 6 10 

4, 2 2 2 4 8 ae 2 0 Il 

5 & 1 14 4 0 7 0 413 7 

6 16 1 0 2 8 5 0 212 8 
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The new assossmonts showed a fall of 7 per cont., from Rs, 98,840 
+o Rs. 86,580, shown in detail of classos below :-—~ 





Reo. 
Vil- | On Oultivation | On tho Same 








Olasa. 
Jagos, jof 860-61 (Old)| Arena (Now), 
- 8) am) Waato, Total, 
Rs, Qs, Rea, Ta 

1 24; 71,780 64,609 2,318 66,927 
2 7 14,828 14,090 522 14,612 
8 1 1,401 1,485 _ 1,485 
4 2 982 B14 4 818 
5 5 1,661 1,875 2 1,677 
6 16 8,286 8,91) 4ds 8,955 








55 98,388 86,584 2,890 89,424 











Thore was, it will he seen, a considorable reduction in the 
first class, whore the existing rales had in somo cases boon exces. 
sively high, In the othor classes down to the fifth tho old nssess- 
ments had been muégh more moderate. In the hill villagos the 
dry-crop rates rose, and those in rice lands were reduced. 





KKARAD, 


In 1862-68 tho Survey sottlomont was carried into effect in 
ighty-eight villages of Kévdd, and in the remaining fifty-three 
yillogos of Térgiton in the Holvak petty division. Kardd Iny to 
the south of ‘Targdon, and was vory similar to it and Sattard, 
On its onst lay Khdndpur, separated by a range of hills, It con- 
sisted of three valleys, viz.: part of the Krishna valley, the main 
direction of which was north ond south, tho lower part of the 
Koina, running east and west, and the valley of Kola, running 
west between high spurs up to the inner range of the SahyAdvis. 

All these valleys contained the finest black soil, nnd tho raing 
were ag cortain and ample as in Targéon and Sattard. In the 
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villages at the head of the Kola valley and on the tablo-land on 
the top of the hills which bounded it, the rainfall became too 
henvy, and the ordinary dry-crops wore replaced by hill grains, 
The dry-ciop tillage of the centre of the subdivision was oxcellent, 
and there were 4,684 acres of garden lands, producing sugar-cano, 
tobacco, and other valuable products. There were 1,911 acres 
of rice, chiefly in the western villages, much of which yielded 
second crops. 

Except m the Kola valley, the subdivision was well off for 
markets aud voads, The road from Bolgfim and Kolhipur to 
Sattfrt passed along the right bank of the Krishna, and that by 
the Kumbharli pass to Cliphin up the left bank of the Koina, 
producing a large demand for fodder. Karfd itself was a place 
of considerable trade, and there were other minor local markots, 
Chiefly from the opening of the Kumbhdrli pass and the recent 
high prices, the people wore well-to-do, though not freo of debt, 
except in the upper Kola valley, whore the iain was excossive 
and they were far from markets, In the Koina and Krishna 
valleys cultivation was careful and good, In the fifteen years pre- 
ceding the Survey in Karfd] cultivation “had averaged 74,859 
acres, collections Rs. 1,69,080, and remissions, in addition to tho 
permanent reductions from the old nominal gross rental (kamdl), 
Rs. 9,880. Lego expenditure on public works had also for somo 
years provided ample employment for the labouring classes, and 
thrown money into the conntry. Assessments were still, however, 
uneven, aud in some cases high, Where there was much alion- 
ated land these Ingh rates were an indirect method of deriving 
yevenue from them; for no one was allowed to hold highly 
assessed Government land without holding alienated land with it,, 

The eighty-eight Karid villages were thrown into six classes. 
Tho first contained forty-one in the valley of the Krishna and the 
lower Korna and Kola valleys near their meeting with the Krishna, 
These had a certain supply of rain, and wore well placed for rondg 
and markets, The second, third, and fourth groups included 
the less accessible Koina and Kola valley villages farthor 1o the 
west, The second class also included villages to the east, under 
and among the spurs of the hills to the east of the Krishna valley. 
The fifth class included the villages at the head of the Kola yalley, 
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and the sixth the hill villages on tho slopes and tops of tho hills 
enclosing the valley. 

Tho maximum dry-crop and garden and vico rates were a8 
follows :— 


Diy-orop, Gaidon and Rico. 
Class. lis, a Be 
1 8 0 9 
2 2 10 8 
“8 2 6 7 
4 2 2 7 
5 1i4 7 
6 10 6 


Tho goneral result was 2 reduction of 11 per cent, on the col- 
leotions of tho year previous to the settlemont, 








Sin voy. 


e Vile Old Assoasmont Scena SAGE (| VAG Rea GED 
nas, Jagos. on Dulitvator Now Assosamont) 





on tho Samo Waato, Total, 
Aon. : " 
Re, Re Re Ra, 
1 41 124,824, 1,08,3826 5,576 1,18,902 
2 12 25,926 26,856 1,696 5, 
8 i 18,422 14,778 514 15,202 
4 8 6,886 5,062 851 5,418 
5 8 8,087 7,097 276 7,972 
6 8 2,167 2,578 258 2,881 





88 1,885,762 1,65,297 8,664 1,78,961 














Tho first class villagos, in which thoro was a considerable redua- 
tion, were those in which the systom of taxing Govornment lands 
heavily, in order to derive revonuo from alienated lands held 
conjointly with them, had prevailed. In tho third, fourth, and 
fifth classes it was necossary to mark the difference in the value 
of Jand in them and that of the second class by tho latter having 
been provided with improved communications, 
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TARGAON (IBLVAK). 

In 1862-68 the fifty-three villages of tho Helvak potty division 
Here revised to completo the ontire subdivision of Targfon, ‘Choy 
were mostly near the Sahyédris, in the Koina valley or on the hills 
that surrounded. it, and joined the Kavdd portion of tho valley. 
The Karid-Ohiplin road, running along tho left bank of tho 
Koina, gave tho villages a decided advantago m disposing of foddor 
and grain for cattle, It had 1,171 aores of Governthent rico laud, 
and 190 of garden. Most of tho cultivation was that of hill 
grains, which required fallows, Tho condition of the people, as in 
Kardd, waa well-to-do in the lower Koina, and poor in the hill 
tracts, In the fifteen yeats ending in 1861-62 the ILelvak area of 
tillage had averaged 81,951 acres, collections Rs, 10,490, and por. 
‘manent reductions between Rs. 8,400 and Rs.4,869. Romissiona 
since 1955-56 had been nathing or merely nominal, Tho remark- 
able fall in aren and collections from 82,864 acres and Ra. 11,000 
in 1847-48 to 81,674 acros and Rs, 10,780, notwithstanding the 
iise in prices, was explained by the fact that most of Lhe villagos 
paid an assessment in the lump, so that all the arable land was 
shown as occupied, which it really was not. Tho Térgdon ratos 
appeared suitable to theso villages, which were thrown into four 
groups, With maximum rates varying from Rs, 2 2a, to R.1, and 
garden rates of Rs. 7 and Rs, 5, 

The genaal effect of the now proposals will be scon from the 
annexed atatement :— 




















Survoy, 
vil. {Old Assesemont od 
Class. | Ingos, | OF letra Now Agsosamont| 
of 1801-02. on the Samo Waste, Total. 
Aron, 
a 
Res, Ra, Ra, Ra, 

1 2 1,511, 1,925 19 1,944 
2 7 3,982 5,480 19 5,440 
3 | ie 662 882 “4 | 886 
4 82 4,672 5,644 185 5,779 

58 10,777 18,881 177 14,049 
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Tho rise from Rs, 10,777 to Rs. 18,881, or 28 por cont, was pro- 
posed on the ground of the opening of the Kumbhirli pass, and 
tho late groat rise in prices. It was, it will be seen, goneral in all 
four groups, Both Karad and Ielvak woe sanctioned in Maroh 
1868, 





VALVA. 


Tho last of tho Sattdrd subdivisions, Vilvé, was settled in 
1862-63. It lay in the south-west corner of tho district between. 
the Vitrna and Krishna rivers, aud was donlt with according to its 
old boundaries, notwithstanding somo rocont redistribution of 
sone of its villages, It lay to tho south of Karfd, and was othor. 
wise bounded on. the north-oast and caat by the Krishna, and the 
south and south-west by tho Varna. Tho cast, noar where the 
Krishna and Vina met, was a rich plain of black soil, Towards 
the west it became moro hilly, broken by small spurs from the 
Sahyddvis, with tracts of md? ov stony land, In tho wost iteclf it 
wags excoedingly hilly. Tho rainfall varied, being too heavy on 
the SahyAdris and for somo miles down the Varna for any hut 
hill grains, and procecding eastward bocame, to tho east of the 
centre of the subdivision, woll suited for dry crops. ‘Tho contro 
and west had also much rico and garden Jand, tho Intior waterod 
both from wells and channels, and producing considerable crops 
of gugar-onne, Tho Sattdvé-Kolhdpur road crossed. the tract from 
noith to south, and a cleared branch of this passed southwards to 
Baitis-Shirtla, Thoso woro tho only made roads. ‘Traffic was, 
howover, practicable for nino months to seaports in Rainigfrf, or 
cagtward to Singli and Mifraj. The people wore on the whole 
prosporous, and the ruling assosamont light compared with that 
of Karid or Tisgton, * * 

In the fifteon years onding In 1861-62 the area of oultivation 
had vison about 8,000 acres, and collections from Rs, 2,10,768 in 
1847-48 to Rs. 2,84,608 in 1861-62, The returns of area were 
unrojiablo, as the Survey records proved that one-fourth had not 
been brought to account, Of the wholo Survey arca of 167,129 
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acres, 10,777 were good gaiden and 1ico Iands, ‘The’ existing 
average acre rate of R,1 7a 11p. could not have boen on the whole 
heavy, therefore, but ihe burden of assessment was probably un- 
evenly distributed. Remissions had greatly decroased with the 
rise in prices, in consequenco of which the asscssment had grown 
light, 

Six classes for maximum inies of dry-crop assessment wore 
arianged, with rates from Rs.2 100. io R.1, Thoso in tho first 
class weis near Kardd, in the Krishna valley. ‘Tho second took 
am all of central and south-eastern Vilva to a little to tho wost of 
the Kolhtpur-Sattdid road. Thor highest rate was Rs,2 Ga, 
For the 1emaining classes the rates fell as the groups Iny move to 
the west, as shown below. Tho geueral result was a rise of 5 per 
cent, on the rental of 1861-62 from Rs 2,834,605 to Rs. 2,583,401 — 
































Old Assoaa bebo 
Glass, | ,¥2!- iment on 
"| Inges, Tillage Aron | Now Assess- Maxie | Roo and 
of 1861-62, | ment on the | Waste, Total. mun | Gaidon 
Samo Aren Day Crop, |Mextuaum 
Ra Re Ts. Te. Re, a, | He, a, 
1 | 10 64,668 62,868 | 2,166 65,029 210 8 0 
2 | 87 | 1,28,06£ { 1,16,756 | 4,487 ] 1,651,198 26 7 8 
8 i 18,958 18,689 879 14,018 2 2 70 
4] 6 14,811 16,984 418 17,402 1 iL 7 0 
5 12 9,600 10,228 875 10,608 110 6 0 
6 | 18 2,909 8,026 | 1,806 4,421 10 6 
Total] 108 | 2,84,605 | 2,68,491 | 9,170 | 2,602,661 Pear (sens 








A marked inevease of tillage aren and collections accompanied 
and followed the introduction of the Survey settlomonts, From 
1855, whon it affected sevonteen villages, to 1881-82, after it had 
heen extended to the whole 981, the net revenuo rose from 
Bs. 10,99,784 to Re. 11,80,096. Tho oultivated aren of Govern« 
ment land rose from 812,675 acres 1o 1,860,784, and that of waste 
fell from 185,188 acres to 77,612, Tho value of grazing fees fell 
with this from Rs. 18,155 to Rs.2,908, The waste still left was 
of small value, the averago assessment being only 8a. 7p. In- 
clusive of quit-rents, the realisnble revenue in 1881-82 had risen 
from Re, 1,89,564 to Re. 18,59,457, ‘The remissions, had faljgti. 
from Rs, 2,98,881 to Rs, 148, a 
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TASGAON, 


Tho thirty-six villagos now comprisod in tho subdivision of 
TAsgion came undor revision, on tho oxpiration of tho first gua- 
yantood poriod of thirty yonrs, in 1887, Tho Superintendent's 
proposals were sanctioned in the same year. It is boundod on the 
north by Khdnipur, on tho cast and south by villages belonging 
to the Jath, Singli, and Mfraj States, and on+tho west by Valvi. 
Tis villages aro throughout intermingled with those of the Native 
States mentioned, 

In tho north-eastern potion, where, as well as in tho eastern, 
the villages are much ent up by ranges of low hills bianching fiom 
the Khdndpur plateau, tho soil is as a rule poor and light, Near 
Tésghon the country is more open, and thence towards the south 
and west como the fertilo, wooded plains of the Knshna and Yerla 
valleys, with their deop alluvial soil continually renewed by the 
silt doposited by tho annual river floods, 

The annual rainfall at Tasgion, which may bo takon us that of 
tho villages in the plain, is 27°58 inchos, In the north-east it is 
somewhat heavier. Two villagos in tho plain to tho south-ensh 
have an uncortain rainfall. 

Two-thirds of tho cultivated area is taken up with zharif, or 
onrly crops, 23 por cont. with Into crops (abi), and about LO} por 
cent, are tallow, and produce grags. Tho aroa under rico ia only 
14d acres, distributed over twonty-two villages. Tobacco and 
cotton aro mostly raised in tho wostern villages, There is a fair 
amount of gardon cultivation maintained by irrigation from 
siroams, and producing sugar-cano and vegetables, Tho husbandry 
js on the whole careful, and the Aclds are cloan, especially in the 
wost, whorcasy in the castern villages cultivation is not so good, 
Manure is gonerally used throughout. - 

Tésgiton is on tho wholo well off for 10nds, and the West Decesn 
Railway runs for twonty miles through tho plain of tho Krishna, 

_ having three stations usoful for tho disposal of local agricultural 
produce, Tisgion itself is tho chief tindo contre, but Singli, 
Mivaj, and other good markels avo ensily accessible from those 
portions of the subdivision which lie nenrest to thom. Weaving 
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is carried on in Tasgdon and Palus, but is not of any groat im- 
portance as an industry. With tho exception of cows, buffaloos 
and their young, which have decreased by 30°8 por cent, thore 
has beon an increase during tho Survey sottlemont under every 
head, by which the prosporily of the people may bo ostimated, 
Population has increased by 28'5 por cent., housos by 88:6, agri 
cultural cattle by 43:8, carts by 52°2, and wells and water-lifts by 
81 per cent, Tho incrense in cats, many of which are used in the 
carrying trade to and from the Konkan, viz, from 820 to 1,991, 
jaa shiking proof of improvemont in tho communications of tho 
country. Of the occupied lands 70'5 per cont. were hold by tho 
occupants themselves and in partnership with others, while 26:5 
per cent, were sub-let on cash and grain rents, Of 121 cases of 
sales of land, 117 were private, and realised on an average over 
twenty-two times the assessment, the remaining four sales undor 
orders of Court having fetched ovor 8} times. In 88 casos of 
mortgage nearly 153 times the assessment was advanced, and in 
188 cases land was sub-let for over 8} years’ assessmont, Prices 
of produce, especially in wheat and cotton, of tho latter of which 
there were 8,670 acres, have increased greatly of late years, and 
the opening up of the country by railways will tend to keop them 
from falling again, 

Tho effect of the introduction of the revised Survey rates up to 
1865 has alrendy been givon. Thoro were then less than 1,000 
out of 70,768 acres left unoccupied in ninoteon villages, and thero 
were at the revision 5,298 acres, assessed at an average of ba. 8p, 
in the thirty-six villages out of 128,000 acres, Eon in the year 
of famine there were outstanding balances of rovenuo in only two 
villages, and tho deorease in cultivated aren was amall and confined 
to the poorest soils, The remissions in the samo poriod have boen 
insignificant, having been found necessary only in the first four 
years of the settlement, and since then having disappeared 
altogether. From 1888-84 to 1885-86 only sevonty-sevan notices 
of sale of occupancy cights for non-payment of revenun were 
issued, and in none of these was the sale enforced. 

The re-grouping of the villages for maximum rates of dry-crop 
assessment has followed the general lines of former settlements, 
and the highest maximum rate has been raised from Rs.2 6a. to 
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Ra.2 10a. Tho new groups aro seven in number, and thoir rates 
yun from the latter down to B.1 2a., genorally as they lie pro- 
grossively towards the east, whoro the rainfall is tho most un. 
cortain. The westorly villages, moreovor, havo a considerable 
advantage ovor those in tho east, from being on or near tho lino 
of the Wost Deccan Railway. The 144, acres of rico land, formorly 
only eight acres, havo been assessed at a uniform maximum of 
Rs.8, Tho average rate comes to R.1 7a. 11p. Garden land, 
originally 8,092 nerves, with an avorago assessment of Rs, 2 12h, 2p., 
has now inoreased to 6,598 acres, with an avorage of Rs. 2 10a, § p, 
divided ns follows :— 


Avorago. 

Acros. Re, Roa p 

Under wells , . 8470 6,804 118 6 
Under channels . 8,855 9,048 818 5 
210 § 


In tho formor, that under old wells has beon brought down to 
the highest dry-crop ratos, and that under new wolls has had no 
extra assessment imposed upon it, except in onses of improved 
wator-supply arising from porcolation from Stato irrigational 
works, when double the dry-crop rates will be chargod, 

Tho general result of tho revision has been as shown in tho fol- 
lowing statemont ;— 
































Old Burvay, Rovision Sinyoy, , 
ae 
Grow Ka Roto. Ocouplod Tand. Waate, Total. 
Ingos, ‘Avon | 488088+ 
mont. Apyoga- Aanone- Apyoase 
P Anon |“Tont, |AF°%/ mone | Atom | Shonte 
[Ra a.) Acros, Ra, Aoros, » {Acros} Ra. { Acros, Rev 
y—1/ 2°10] “Soar | oe] “Sos | ‘Gen — | — | ses | con 
g—1g | 2 4] 15,805 | 68,003 | 45.798) 77,208 |2,990| 008 | 49,977 | yB/960 [890 
B— 8/2 0 6,008 | 4; 6,061 |-'205] 100 | 6,100 | “o'za1 | goo 
48] 1 14] 25198 | 19,125 | 20.299 | 29,89 |1,180) 437 | 27,199 | 9gi77t lo 
Baa) 4) se | Gn] | Ge a) ar | tie | dele 
i f 884 | 97-3 
od i jaides | aco | 19,058} 6,970] 918] 157 | 13570} oper ibe 
3 [ — [114,507 | 1,00,524 | 117,708 1,98,688 | 6,200 71,783 | 323,001 1,84,871 [244 
Tho fifth group is the only ono in which tho inereaso exceeds 
the limit laid down by Government in 1874. This has arisen 
from the largo area brought under irrigation in the course of the 


sottloment from streams, for which wator-rates have been charged, 


} 


‘ 
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for the first time. The largest increaso in revenue is in tho second 
group, which is exceptionally well situated both with regard to 
communications and general fertility. The old assessment on 
Government land averaged 14a. 6p. per acre. The now average is 
8a. 6p. more, or R. 1 2a. 





MAN. 


‘A revision of the Survey settlement in the Min and Khatéo 
TAlukas was carried out in 1890. ‘The seventy-two villages of the 
former and fifty-five of the latter were formerly all juoluded. in 
the latter, and a bettér view of the results of the sottlemont, as a 
whole would have been obtained if the two had been combined. 
As, however, they have now been separated for local administrative 
purposes, and revised in distinct operations, they will be kopt apart 
in this history. 

To commence, then, with the seventy-two villages of Man, which 
are contiguous to those of Khétao on the north-east, In this, ag 
in, other revisions, the original measurement and classification of 
soils were merely tested fo ascertain their accuracy according to 
the most recent standards, In re-measurement only 288 out of 
15,793 Suivey numbors were found to need correction, Of these 
mistakes in the old work were found only in twenty-seven; 179 
had to be revised in consequence of changes arising from the 
action of floods and alterations in roads, and cighty-two from 
other causes. Classification was found to he sufliciontly accurate 
to admit of its being adopted as a whole with the general modifi- 
cations required to make it conformable with the practico now 
adopted, The per-centage of xe-measurement and re-clagsification 
was 5°9 and 3'2 respectively, The total por-centage of difference 
between the old and newly recorded area was only 08, 

The Téluka has not Lenefited as other parts of the Collestorate 
have by the construction of the West Deccan Railway. Thero are 
no large marts easily accessible. ‘The small local markets of 
Mhasvéd and DabfvAdi seem to suffice for most of the wante of 
the people, and intercommunication between the different villdun 
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by means of the old Sholdpur-Sattiré and sovoral other local roads 
is easy, 

Tho extont io which this tract of country has improved since 
tho date of the original scttlomonts may be estimated from the 
following figures, The numbor of houses has ineveasod. 773 per 
cont, and of this 76'2 was in superior, and only 13 por cont, in 
inferior, descriptions, Carts havo risen from only 84 to 295 in 
number, and wells of all sorts from 504 to 942, On the other 
hand, population, and agricultural cattlo have only increased by 
24°7 and 5:7 por cent, respectively, but this small proportion is 
sufficiently accounted for by the ocourrence of the famine of 
1877-78, up to which year peoplo had increased. by about the same 
per-coninge as at present, Inthe subsoquont poriod of eleven 
years the loss which then occurred appears to havo only just boen 
madé up, Tho largo increase in tho number of houses and the 
number of wolly used for irrigation, with the proportionately still 
layger uso of carts, are unmistakeablo signs of advancing pros- 
perity, In the samo period tho area of arable land availablo for 
cultivation has been almost ontirely absorbod, and noarly 1,550 
acres more ave devoted to gardon cultivation than there were 
formerly, , 

Vory little change has boen mado in tho original grouping of 
the villages for maximum rates of dry-crop asseasmont, Ib 
depends, as bofore, chiefly on the climatic consideration of dig- 
daneo from tho Ghéts and decreaso of rainfall, as the soveral 
villages lio more to tho oast. Fowy, in place of tho fivo original 
groups, have been formad by the combination of most of the 
villages in tho old fourth and fifth into ono, ‘The maximum of 
this has been raised from B,1. to R,1 da; that of tho third 
from R.1 2a, to R.1 7.3 that of tho second from B,1 6a, to 
B.1 100, and that of the first from R.1 10a, io Rv 12a, In 
gurdon lands a maximum rate of Rs. 8 for combined land and 
wator nesessmont gives an nvorago rato of 14a. 2p. for land under 
wolla and of R.8 8. 1Op, for that under inigation ‘channels, 
causing an increase of Res, 2,108, but nothing additional has been 
imposod on wells dunk during tho poriod of the lease, whilo land 
watered from old wélls has boen assessed within the highost dry- 
crop rato. : 
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The rice land in the Téluke amounts to only fifty-five acres, 
and has been assessed at & maximum of Rs. 6. ‘The general result, 
of the revision has been an increase of the Government revenue 
by Rs. 15,882, from Rs. 59,775 to Re. 75,187, or 25:7 por cont. 

This increase, considering the bigh saleable value that land 
has acquired, is certainly moderate. Although in the three years 
preceding the settlement there were 888 notices issued of salo of 
oceupancy rights for non-payment of revenue, in no case was 
distraint actually resorted to, and the demands of the State have 
been easily and punctually met. In a hundyed cases of actual 
sales of land for the last five years of the old sottlement 2,005 
acres fetched Rs.15,710, or twenty-seven times tho assessmont, 
In the same number of cases of mortgage of land without posses- 
sion being given 1,845 acres realised on an average’ nineteen 
times the Government valuation, and in a similar numbér of 
mortgages with possession 16,000 acres went for eighteen times, 
In the case of leases the sums for which lands were sublet occa- 
sionally amounted to twenty-five times the Government rental. 
It is, moreover, indicative of the generally prosperous condition 
of the people that 75:6 of the total Survey numbers are cultivated. 
by the holders themselves, and 21:2 are sublet either on money 
or produce rents. 

The fifty-five villages of Khatéo are similarly ciroumstanced to 
those of Mén, and lie to the south-west of the latter, Twenty. 
four of them were setiled when they formed a portion of tho 
Péluka of Khéndpur, which lies to the south of Khatto, 

Remeasurement on account of mistakes in excess of 15 por cont, 
in the old Survey was found necessary in only ten numbers, and 
changes from the action of floods, new roads, &e., led to revision 
in 190 more out of a total of 14,605, Olassification of soils was 
re-done in 79 per cent. of the total number, The difference in 
area between the old and new measuroments was found to be only 
446 acres, or ‘02 per cent. of the whole. : 

The soil is superior in goneral to that of MAn, but some of it 
ia of poor quality, It is intersected through its entire length by 
the 1iver Yerla, which is largely made use of for irrigation in the 
valleys, where the soil is deep and rich, Other streams, many of 


which are flowing till the middle of the hot season in April, liayd ~ 
» ty 


i 
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beon similarly made available, and in tho course of the Survey 
lense the aroa devoted to garden produce has been extended by 
8,678 acres, or 55°8 por cont, With the exception of the most 
south-eastorly portion, Khatho, being nearer the Ghats, is more 
Tavourably situated than Man with regard to rainfall and facilities 
for irvigation. 

Tho railway does not run through any portion of the Tiluka, 
although it is within oasy roach of the western villages; but il ia 
well supplied with roads, and has several markets for the dispoanl 
of surplus produce cither within or close to its limits. It hag the 
advantage over Min, also, of being able to produce more wheat, 
which is an article of export, These circumstances, together 
with its prosperous condition, as shown by the following statistics, 
have led to the imposition of somewhat higher rates of assess- 
ment than noted above in the case of Min, 

The evil effects of the famine of 1877 having boon comparatively 
less felt, its population has increased by 80'2, and a higher 
standard of comfort among them is shown by tho fact of a 
decrease of 81:5 per cont, in the number of thatched houses, 
while houses of a superior kind have increased by 88°6, Thoro 
aro 2,274 more agricultural cuttle, while milch and young cattle 
havo hardly deoreased in numbor, and sheep und goats have mul. 
tiplied by over 25 per cent, Tho numbor of carts has rison from 
877 to 1,250, and that of wolls and wator-lifts from 1,684 to 2,729, 
or 72'3 por cent, ‘Tho effect of tho last item of inoroase is shown 
in the grontly extondod aren of garden lands montioned abovo. 

Pho proportion of land gublet on cash and kind rents by the 
Survey ocoupants is 285 per cont., as compared with 21:2 in Man. 

In the three years preceding revision there had been no cases 
of sale of occupancy rights for the realisation of revenue, and in 
the whole poriod of the Survey lease remissions of demand have 
been insignificant, oxcept in the famine year, and one or two 
following it, when the pooplo wero in p dopressed condition. 
Registration returns prove that land has acquired a substantial 
snlesble value. In a hundred cases of lease the rent realised was 
from five to twenty-five times the Government assessment, and 
in 200 cages of mortgage Rs, 28,289 were advanced on the security 
of 1,787 acres of land. 

VO, I, 20 


806 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


The area of assessed land still unoccupied comes to about 6,705 
acres, Its avernge assessment of da, 4p, an acre shows that it is 
of the poorest description, fit only for pasturage, This is pro- 
bably the cause of the large number of sheep and goats shown 
in the vetmns. Little change has been made in the grouping of 
villages for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment. Olimatic 
considerations yemaining the same for all, the more westorly 
villages have benefited most from improved means of communi- 
cation. The original first and second groups have been amalga~ 
mated, and their old maximum rates of R.1 Ida, and R.1 10a. 
have been raised to one uniform rate of Rs,2 4a, For the new 
second group, the old maximum of Rg.1} (in one caso R.1 6a) 
has been brought up to Rs.2, and in tho third, originally the 
fourth, from R,1 Ga. to R.1 12a. 

Rice land, of which there are only thirty-three acres, has*beon 
assessed for combined soi] and water at an average of Rs. 8 Sp. 
per acre. At a maximum of Rs, 8 the new assessmont comes to 
B,1 8a, 4p. for land watered from wells, and to Rs. 4 9p, for what 
is irrigated from river channels. Land under old wells has been 
assessed within the highest dry-crop .ates, and nothing extra has 
been taken from what is under new wells dug during the Survey 
lease. If the inciease on account of new water cess leviable for 
water the supply of which is due to improvements carried out 
with State capital be deducted, the total incroase of revenue 
under the xevision amounts to 82:1 per cent, Considering the 
great mse in the value of agricultural produce since the first 
settlement waa introduced, amounting on an average to 150 por 
cent., this increase is decidedly moderate, 

It should be noted, in comparing the maximum in the two 
divisions of the old Tiluka of KhatAo, that the third group of 
villages in Khatfo corresponds in position with the second of 
Man, and that the third group in the former lies more to the 
east, in & zone in which the rainfall is more uncertain and less 
abundant, : . i 

Only a small portion of the original settlements in the Satidrd 
Collectorate haying as yet come under revision, no data are avail- 
able on which to contiast the demands of the State on the land: 
thirty years ago with those of the present time, As a whole, 


SATTA'RA', 307 


Sattdrd has bonefited greatly by improvemonts in the means of 
communication and in increased facilities for irrigation, and a 
modorate enhancement of those demands will not prove burden. 
some to the people in consequence of the groat riso in valuo of 
agricultural produco, ant may fairly be levied for tho gonoral 
bonefit of the country. 
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BELGAM (BELGAUM). 


Tan Belgim Collectorate lies between 15° 28’ and 16° 58! N, lat, 
and 74° 5! and 75°28’ EH. long. It contains an area of about 
4,600 square miles, with an average population of 185 per square 
mile. Itis bounded on the north by the Miraj and Jath States, 
on the east by those of Jamkhandi, Mudhol, Torgal, and Rimdurg, 
on the south by Dbdrvar, North Kanara, and the Portuguese ter- 
ritory of Goa, and on the west by the States of Kolhapur ‘and 
Stvantvadi, The villages of the Oollestorate are much intermixed 
with those of the neighbouring Native States, It measures about 
100 miles from north to south, and from 50 to 80 from east to 
west, and contains the seyen subdivisions of Athni, Ohikodi, 
Gokdk, Parasgad, Sampgéon, Belgdm, and Khinépur, The official 
language is Mahratti, but towards the south the vernacular is 
Kanaiese. 

By Bombay Regulation VIL. of 1880 the portion of the Southern 
Mabratia country acquired from the Peshv4é and other Native 
chiefs was formed into a district called the Dhérvér Collectorate. 
After the cession of Dhirvdr and Kushgal, in June 1817, the oity 
of Belgim itself was taken by Col, Munro, March 1818, and the 
fort in the following month. These operations, which followed. 
his conquest of Bédémi and Bigalkot, completed the conquast of 
the Peshvi's territories south of the Krishna, On the Ist June 
of the same year the Peshvi ceded the Pargana of Pachhipur, or 
Pédshipur, and portions of others, and an acquisition came from 
the seizure of a portiow of the territory of the Nipini Desai, who 
had sided against the Hnglish in the war. : 

Mr, Chaplin, Collector of Beldri (Bollary), was appointed, under 
Mr, Elphinstone, Principal Collector of the Mahratta country 
south of the Krishna, with political powers in the territory of 
Kolhfpur and in those of the Southern Mabratta Jigfrddys, On 
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Mx, Elphinstono becoming Governor of Bombay, Mr. Chaplin 
succeeded him as Commissioner of the conquered country, Tho 
administration of the Karnitak (Carnatic), which comprised the 
prosont Collectorate of Belgim, Dharvdr, and BfjApur, remained. 
under hin until the Commissionership in the Deccan was abolished 
in 1826, 

The goneral stato of revenue matters in the Karnitak on the 
introduction of British rule, and the steps taken to introduce 
ordor, will be found under the head of the Dharvir Collectonte. 
The first mention of any separate land revenue from tho Kar- 
nftak is given in Despatches to the Court of Directors of the 
28rd Feb. and 27th Nov. 1822, as having amounted for tho period 
from the 1st Nov, 1819, when Mr, Chaplin became Commissioner, 
to the 80th April 1820, to Rs, 21,92,646, and for 1820-21 to 
Ra, 21,81,*82, the diminution being caused by the nominal transfer 
of the sayer revonuc (liquor, &c.) to another head of account. 

Belgim was divided from Dharvéy and made into a separate 
Collectorate in 1886, It thon consisted of the subdivisions of 
Parasgad, Sampgdon, Padshfipur, Chikodi, Bagalkot, Ind/, Mude- 
bibl, Hungund, Badémi, and Bidf, Tho land revenue for 1885-36 
was roported to bo Rs. 11,82,218, 

In about 1888 an assessment al increased rates appears to havo 
been introduced by tho Collector, Mr, Bazett, into Indf and Mude. 
bihdl. Objoctions wero raised to this by Government on the 
grounds that on account of a fall in the value of grain a reduction 
of assossment appeared to bo nocessary, and that as no boundary 
marks wore put up an annual measurement would apparently bo 
voquired to ascortain what land was contained in every man's 
holding. Moveovor, nothing dofinite had beon laid before Govorn~ 
ment to enable them to decido on the propriety of the morsure, 
A sottlement in a few selected villages was authorised, to be under- 
takon by the assistants to the Collector, so that Government might 
form a judgmont as to the nocessity for*some general monsure, 
At the samo time tho provalont custoni of native functionarios 
loworing rates of assessment on the own authority was ordered 
to bo put a stop to, The issuo of Adols (lenses) for tho cultivation 
of waste lands was authorised for longer terms of years than had 
boon customary, but in tho following yoar the grant of any leases 
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ponding the introduction of the Revenue Survey, then in con- 
templation, was prohibited. Another objectionable practice, viz., 
that of subordinate officers of Government ousting cultivators 
when higher rates than they paid for their lands were offered by 
others, was prohibited in the same year, Sundry objectionablo 
taxes, together with town duties in Belpim and Gokdk, were also 
abolished. 

The Survey settlements were introduced from 1845 onwards 
into some parts of thig Collectorate which now form a part of 
Bijapur, These were the subdivisions of Mudebihdl, Béddmi, 
Bagalkot, and Hungund, the details relating to which appear 
under the head. of the latter Collectorate, Of those still belonging 
to Belgim the first revised was the subdivision of Parasgad in 
1849-50, ‘ 





PARASGAD. 

Tn reporting on the revision, Capt. Wingate stated that this 
subdivision had prospered under the Anagundee rule, but the 
whole of the Mahomedan and Mahvatta time had been a period of 
misrule, ocoasionally relieved by the free granting of leases. In 
forty villages, out of the total number of 108 in the subdivision, 
which came under British management in 1817-18, the assessmont 
was revised by Mr, Thackeray, the first Collector, Owing to the 
exaggorated estimate of the value of land formed from tho chili 
system of the Mahvattas, in which some lands were assessed vary 
highly in consequence of being held conjoinily with others 
assessed at very low rates or paying nothing, Mr. Thackeray’s 
xates were fixed too high, and, prices having fallen, were found 
incapable of realisation. They had been arbitrarily reduced from 
time to time till they had been almost entirely abrogated. 

In 1842-48 a more systematic reduction was made, and all rates 
above Rg, 8 and Rs.2 ere reduced to those figures, those below 
Ra. 2 vomaining as they stood. 

‘With the exception of the measurement in acres of the fifty-six 
villages received from Kohl&pur in 1827-28, no step towards a 
reform df the revenue system had been taken in the remainder of 
the villages. In these no measurement even had been attempted 
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‘The cultivation diagram forwarded with the Reporl showed that 
the area in cultivation had beon 88,957 acros in 1828-29, and had 
fallen to 58,902 acres in 1845-46, o loss of more than half in 
seventeon yonrs. Within the last three years thore had beon a 
large inoreaso, in anticipation of the introduction of the new 
sottlomont, By dogrees the levels of cultivation and assossment, 
ag seon in tho diagrams, had approached cach other, on account of 
the most heavily assessed lands bemg thrown out of cultivation. 
Tho average of 1828-29 had been R,1 Ga. 7p. por aoro, and in 
1845-46 had fallon to R.1 la. 1lp. Tho assessment had also 
bean very uneven, 

In tho forty villages assessed by Mr. Thackorny, 49 per cont, of 
the land had gone out of «cultivation, and the old average of 
Ra. 2 5a, Sp, had fallon to R.1 12a, 7p. proving that the most 
heavily assessed Iand had become waste. 

The rates lately introduced into Navalgund, which lay noar to 
Paxasgad, ranged from a maximum of R.1 Sa, to BR. 1 2a, and 
had proved so succossful that in three ont of ton villagos to which 
they had been applied the whole arable area had been taken up, 
and tho same would probably bo the case with the othors in a fow 
yours, 

The following statement shows tho romlt of tho settlemont in 
the ton willagos alluded to :— 


Oul-  — Assousmont To- Ool- 
Waste, tivated, on Oultivation, missions Ieations, 

Boforo Sottlomont— Amos, Acros. Tes, Rs, Re 
1848—des + 12,201 18,604 19,881 8,612 16,219 

After Settlement-— 

18dd-d5 » 11,201 17,716 16,164 1,682 14,482 
1845-46 . + 11,800 20,895 18,072 8,262  9,800* 
1846-47 . . 6,948 27,080 28,841 87 28,804 
1847-48. + 8,855 20,925 25,776 — 25,776 
1848-49 + 8,508 80,628 26,498 68 26,480 


* Bad yonr. 

Dedueting from tho last igure Rs, 4,000 for resumed alionations, 
thore still romained about Res, 6,000 in oxcéss of that of 1848-44, 

The 108 villages wore arranged for maximum yates of dry-orop 
assessment in five groups. Tho sixtoen first olass villages, for 
which a maximum of R.1 9a. was proposed, lay in the plain along 
the borders of Sampgéon and Dharvir, and, had a climate favour. 
able to dry-crop tillage and good markets for the disposal of 
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produce. The second group, of twenty-seven villages, lay to the 
north and east of the first, with not so good a climate and the 
same markets, Its rate was B.1 6a. The climate and market 
facilitses of the third group, of thirty-three villages, lying partly 
in the plain to the east of tho second and partly along the hills as 
far ag the borders of Golkdlk, wee not so favourable, and its maxi- 
mum was fixed at R.1 4a, The sixteen villages of the fomth 
gioup, rated ata maximum of R.1 2a., lay in the extreme east, 
They bad o scanty 1ainfall, and were ata distance from markets, 
Tho sixteen of the fifth group, asseased at R, 1, lay in the extreme 
north-east, and were the most unfavourably situated of all. 

The average dry-crop rate in the several groups was as 


follows :-— ‘ 
Roa p , 

First group .  . . 1 2 8 

Second group. . . O18 4 

Third group . . . O11 6 

Fourth group.  . =. O10 Y 

Fifth group . 069 


Thera were no rice lands, and only 850 acres of garden lands 
watered from wells, The old average had variod from Rs, 11 14a. 8p. 
to ba, 1p. At the Survey maximum of Rs. 5, the new average rato 
came to Rs.24, The new rates raised the total rontal frour 
Ra, 69,786 to Rs. 70,814, or about 1 per cent, over tho avorago 
collections of the five past years. As compared with tho previous 
year's revenue, there would be a reduction of about Rs, 14,500, 

The following are the details :— 





1841 to 1846, Bur yoy, 

















2} ¢ 

E z Cattivatzon. Cultiention, Waste ‘ndtal, 
Avea, |cottectns Axon, | Rontat. Aren, | rental. Area, | montnt, 
Aores, Acres, 


Ra, Aores Rs. Rs, Aores? Re, 
16 | 14,116 | 28,088 | 20,810 | 23,166 | 2,883] 8,083] 28,198 | 26,109 
27 | 18,087} 17,710 | 18,724] 17,944] 0,021) 7,564} 27,746 | 25,508 
17,861 | 16,884 | 21,471 | 15,482 | 14,266] 9,578! 85,727 | 25,010. 
16 {10,821} 6,772 | 11,266] 7,669; 6,083; 2,922/ 17,209 | 10,401 
16 | 15,095 | 5,882 | 15,890 | 6,708] 4,817] 1,214] 20,207) 7,017 


108 | 72,480) 69,786 87,061 | 70,814 | 96,510 24,811 | 124,171 95,196 


em co bg Ht 
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GOKAK. 

A vevised settlement was inoduced into the subdivision of 
Gokak, which lay to tho north-west of Parasgad, in the same year. 
On tho south and west it had a range of sandstone hills, while to 
the north and cast it was opon and fairly level. On and to the 
west of the hills tho rainfall was often too heavy for dry-crop 
cultivation, while to the cast ib was so doubtful as to give rise to 
& local saying that a good monsoon camo only onco in twelve 
years, In addition to tho YAdvad petty division, Gokék contained 
forty-seven Government and twenty-three alicnated villages; of 
the latier one was rent-free and tho others paid a quit-rent. 

With the exception of that in the valley of the Ghatprabha 
xiver, which ran nearly through the contre, the soil was generally 
poor; in tho valley it became a fair black, Tho husbandry was 
slovenly, many of tho flelds being but half tilled. This was due, 
in Captain Wingate’s opinion, to poverty, arising from an irrogu- 
lar vovenue system, as well ns to a procarious climate and poor 
soil, Wield produco was hardly exported at all, owing to the local 
consumption at Goktk, whore about 6,000 people lived by the 
manufacture, dyeing, and printing of cotton fabrics, A fow of the 
eastern villages had markets in MahAlingpur and Rabkavi, two 
manufacturing towns in the neighbouring Mudhol and Patvar- 
dhan jégtr ostntes, 

The subdivision had Inpsod to Government in 1836, aud had 


» beon managod, although on tho nativo systom, with unusual libe- 


rality, on whit and kéol lonsos. Under tho Patvardhans, who had 
held i& on leaso for fifty-six yoars, almost each villago had ils 
own varioty of land measuro. Shortly after British rulo began, 
the accounts wore ordered to bo kept in Aurgle, a duryi being tho 
aron a tivo-bullock drill plough could sow ina day, but this was 
so roughly done that tho turgis varied from one to thiity actos, 
the averago in different villages varying from 8% to 174 acres; 
for the whole subdivision the avorago wis 6} acres, This made 
the concoalment of cultivation a matter of comparntive ease, and 
it was impossible for the superior iovenue officers to regulate or 
even understand the assessmont, 

In tho thirteon years onding with 1848-49 the nominal area of 
tillage hnd fallon from 55,873 10 47,918 aores, and tho revenue 
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for collection had visen fiom Re. 28,680 to Rs. 29,752, or 25} per 
cent. On the whole the country seemed to have suffered more 
from uneven and faulty than from too heavy assessment. For 
the Survey settlement the villages wore divided for dry-crop maxi. 
mum iates into six groups, The first, of three villages in the 
extreme west above the hills, had an ample rainfall for dry-crop 
tillage, and was given a maximum of Rs.1 12a, The second 
consisted of Gokfk itself and one village above the hills; the 
rainfall was more uncertain in the former, but proximity to 
market made up the difference; the rate here was B.1 8a. The 
third group, with a maximum of R.1 4a., contained eight villages 
along the cast of the yange of hills, and the fourth eight more in 
the east and north, both with an uncertain rainfall; the maximum 
here was R.1 2a a) 

Tho fourteen villages of tho fifth and twelve of the sixth, lay 
still farther to the east and north, with a very uncertain rainfall, 
and were distant from markets ; the maximum in those fell to BR, 1 
and Ida, Some of the dry-crop lands in the Ghatprabha, valley, 
known as madi land, had an extra qualification of one quarter or 
one-eighth put upon them on account of the benefit they derived 
from freshes in the river during the monsoon. ‘here wore only 
266 acres of garden land; the maximum proposed for this was 
Rs. 5, which gavo an average rate of Rs.2}. Tho gonoral effect 
of tho settloment was a reduction of tho rental from Rs, 30,880 
to Ra. 28,760, or 21:6 por cont., and of the average rato from 
9a. 6p, to 7 Bp. 

The following statement shows the details — 














1830-10, Burvoy. 
Siiagen, Citivatea, Waste, Total. 
Area, | Rental, 
Aven | Rontat Aven, | Rental. | Area | noutal, 
Acres eAcres, | Its, | Acres Re, Aoxos 


Rs, Rey 
1— 8 | 2,806] 6,594 8,052] 8,052 167 167 | 8,208 8,200 
2— 2 | 2443] 2,193 | 2,988] 1,680 8380 606 | 8,118] 2,186 
8— 8] 7,884] £276 | 7,562] 4,185] 2,898 1,807 | 9,885] 5,449 
4. 8 | 8,212] 6,408 | 7,727] 4,669 5,170) 8,281 | 12,897} 7,900 
5,14 | 18,066 | 6,267 | 12,107] 5,860 | 10,464 4,414 122,571] 9,774 
6.—12 | 17,168) 6,671 | 16,087 | 4,868] 8,748] 2,001 | 21,980| 6,809 


‘ 
—| | ~f — # 
47 | 61,064] 80,884 | 47,898 | 28,764 | 28,087 | 11,616 | 78,610 BBLBRO 
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YADVAD. 


Exporimental rates were introduced into Yidvad in 1851-52, 
and finally sanctioned in 1855, This lay to the north-east of 
GokAk, and had lapsed in 1848 on the death without hoirs of 
Parashrém Bho, of Tasgion. Of the ninoloen villages only ten 
were under Government management, and tho settlement applicd 
only to theso, Most of the soil was black, but it was poor, stony, 
and shallow, particularly in the north. The rainfall was very 
uncertain, aud although there wero several fair markets for ‘the 
disposal of produce, tho condition of the people was not pros- 
perous, through mismanagoment during tho later years of Parash- 
yim Bhio’s life, Owing to this, romissions granted did. not reach 
the speople, and large balances wore found outstanding when 
British rule was introduced. One maximum ary-crop rate, the 
same as tho lowest in Gokék, viz, 1da., was proposed for all the 
villages, which gave an average rato of 82. .There was only one 
Government field under garden cultivation, which was assessed at 
Rs, 1} the acre :— 

Tho result was as follows :— 

Ton villages, Old Ront on Cultivation, 7,669 Rs. Oultivaled: 
Avea,18,202 acres; Rontal, Rs. 6,598, Waste: Aren, 5,296 acres ; 
Rental, Rs, 2,481. Total: Aven, 18,498 acres; Rental, Rs, 9,024, 

During tho twolve yonrs onding in 1862-68 the cultivatod aron 
tose from 18,202 neres to 21,880, or 61:2 per cont., and the revonue 
in the samo poriod from Rs, 8,904 to Rs, 12,782, or noarly 48 por 
cont. 





ATHNI. 


Athni, the most northerly subdivision, Was also aetiled in 1855 
after experimental rates had beon introduced in 1851-52. The 
fivst settlement oxtended to only fifly-threo villages, which had all 
belonged to different ostatey that had lapsed to Government ; 
sixteen woro under a Mahdlimri at Galgoli, and tho remainder 
undor the Mémlatdéy at Athni. 


316 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


The soil was generally poor and shallow, except in the valley 
of the Krishna and other smaller streams. Tho rainfall was 
very uncertain, especially in the east, where the people and tillage 
were miserably poor, Athni was the chief market, but some of 
she people in the south took their produce to Rabkavi, in the 
Sangli territory, The people of the Mahdlkari’s charge had the 
small market of Galgali, and within a convenient distance the 
arge towns of Mudhol and Jamkhandi: thus the southern portion 
was better situated iv this respect than the northern and north- 
eastern, Although there were no made roads, the country was 
open enough for traffic in the fair season. 

For two years after the Peshvé’s fall Athni was under British 
management, and was thon handed over to the charge of the 
Nipfui Desai, on whose death, in 1839, it Iapsed. Tho existing 
land measures and rates had been continued. Although under 
the native system the assessment ou the better classes of soil had 
been high, reductions were often made under the name of khand- 
totd, or by adding to holdings land either lowly assossed or yont- 
free. Outstanding balances were held in terrorem over the people's 
heads to force them to keep up the area of cultivation, and from 
the intimate knowledge possessed of the means of every man a 
largé revenue was scrowed out of the country. 

Progress under such a system was, of course, impossible, 
Betweon 1889-40 and 1850-51 the nven of tillage fell from 
1,21,980 acres to 92,869, and collections from Rs, 2,573 to 
Rs, 87,419. [n the five years ending in 1850-51 cultivation foll 
in twenty-threo villages near Galgnli and some to the west of tha 
hilly tract from 42,172 to $5,673 acres (15 por cont.), and collec- 
tions from Rs, 26,920 to Rs. 24,400 (9 per cent), In both enses the 
annual remissions had also greatly diminished. For maximum 
dry-orop rates of 1da, and 12a. the fifty-three villages were put 
into two groups of twenty-three and thirty villages respectively. 
The former were near ¢algali, or to the west of the hills; and the 
latter to the east of the hilly tract, with an uncortain rainfall and 
poor markets. The average in the two classes came to 8a, Lp. and 
5a. 8p, Of 583 acres of garden land one-fourth was in Athni 
alone, and the rest in the eastern villages; they were watered 
from dug wells or water-lifts from streams, The old average rate 
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was R.1 Sa. 6p., and the Survey maximum of R,1 12a, gave one 
of R, 1 4a, 8p. 

Tho general effect of the settlement was to reduce tho assess 
mont from Rs. 62,654 to Rs. 47,334, or 24 per cont, as shown 
dolow :— 

















‘Ola Reatos| Sim voy. 
Olpasos andl on Cult. | 
vation. Cultivation. Wasto, Total, 
Aven, Rent. Aven, Rent, Aron, Ront, 
Ra, Aorer. Rs, Agros, Rs, Aoros, Ra, 


1,—28 | 26,799 | 98,404 | 19,448 | 95,192 | 10,087 | 68,686{ 30,085 
2,—80 | 85,855 | 78,580 | 27,866 | 62,549 | 16,286 | 141,079| 44,172 
oa | 62,054 | 116,004 | 47,984 | 87,741 | 26,093 | 904,785 | 74,267 








Between 1858-54 and 1862-68 the area undor cultivation roso 
from 180,684 to 177,648 acres, and the collections, inclusive of 
quit-ronts, from Rs, 67,206 to Rs. 83,467. 

Into the remaining twonty-one villages of Athni a acttloment 
was introduced in 1852-58, and sanctioned in 1857, ‘hoy formed 
tho western portion of tho Mémlatdar's charge, and were much 
intermixed with villagos of Sangli, Mfraj, aud other ostntes, They 
all lay on the north or loft bank of tho Krishna, and almost all to 
tho cast of a rango of hills which ran north and south to tho cast’ 
of Tasgion, Most of the country to tho east of the hills was 
barron, with occasional patches of rich soil, In the plain of tho 
Krishna alone there was deep alluvial soil, The rainfall was 
scanty and uncertain, The pooplo wore generally poor, with few 
manufacturers among thom, and cultivation was slovenly. Athni 
was the only market of nny consequence, 

Of the twonty-one villages, ton had bolonged to Nipfnf, which 
lapsed in 1889-40 ; the rest were acquired subsequontly by lapse 
ox transfer, . 

Betweon 1844-45 and 1851-52 the tillago area in sixteen villngos 
had increased from 20,660 to 22,801 nores, nnd the collections 
from Rs. 18,057 to Rs. 15,202, For maximum rates of dry-crop 
aagessmont six classes of villages were proposed, with varying rates 
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from R.1 12a. to 14a, according to climate and distance from 
market. In the sixth, which consisted of thirteen villages, the 
maximum of 14a, was the same as that of the twenty-three villages 
of the first Athni group mentioned above, both being similarly 
situated, but gave a lower average rate of 6a, 2p. There were 893 
acres of garden land under wells and water-lifts from streams. 
The rates proposed for these lands varied from Rs, 4 Qa. to 82., 
and averaged Rs,2 8a. 6p. The total rental was reduced from 
Ra. 20,061 to Rs. 19,020, or 5 per cent., as follows :— 




































Survey 
Tormer 
Cesae® | Rental Cultivation, Wasto. ‘Total, 
Valleges | mafage, 
Aen | Rental, Avase, Bete Area, | Rental, Roytal, 
Ra wo, p, | Acres Q . Ri 
1— 2} 7,887 | “2,868 2 90] 101 | 2,968] 4,794 
a—8| p74] 9,179 11 2 | 1,087) 977 | 10,886] 7.888 
38-1 462 882 72 72 12 904 890 
4,— 1 842] 1,084 8 6 1,881 680 | 2,865] 1,122 
5—1 468 | 1,589 4 8 164 83 | 1,748 497 
G13 | 8,418 | 16,966 6 2 | 7,660) 2,268 | 24,695) 8,805 
21 | 20,061 | 82,467 | 19,022 810 | 10,964] 8,971 | 48,481 92,998 




















During the thirteen years ending in 1864-65 the aren under 
cultivation in these villages voso from 82,467 to 42,749 acres 
(816 per cent.), and the collections from Rs. 17,110 to Re, 26,060 
(52'8 per cent.). 





SAMPGAON, 


The subdivision of Sampgdon was next revised, the new rates 
being introduced in 1852-58, and finally sanctioned in 1857. It 
contained 106 entire Government villages, and the revenues of 
three others were shared. The river Malprabha ran through it 
from east to west, and the soil in its valley was very rich, In the 
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west it was hilly, and the country sloped to tho east until it 
morged into tho great cotton-soil plain to which the eastern half 
of the subdivision belonged, On tho north and north-west, whore 
tho sandstone hills of Gokak wore prolonged into it, the climate 
was vory good, from ita proximity to the westorn hills, the rainfall 
both in the carly and late rains being amplo and certain, The 
flelds were well tilled, and tho use of manuro was general, Cotton 
was only produced for locnl consumption, and in the west sugar- 
cane and considerable quantaties of rice were grown. Both within 
and without the limits of the subdivision there were numerous 
markets, and communication with the market of Bolgdm by the 
Kalidgi road was ensy. In the villages north of the Malprabha 
there were about 5,000 weavers, who produced coarse cotton 
cloths. It had formed part of the Kiltér Desai's estate, which 
lapsod to Government in 1824, During the Desai’s rule the gross 
revenue of villages was oxaggorated ov diminished to suit the 
purpose of tho moment, and tho administration was notoriously 
corrupt. 

In 1825-26 the subdivision was surveyed, but the old rates 
wore almost universally continued. 

During the twenty-six years ending in 1851-52 the area of cul- 
tivation rose 9°8 por cent., and the collections 18 por cont, Tor 
maximum dry-crop ratos the villages wore nominally divided into 
cight groups, but there wero really only four maximum rates of 
Ra. 24, Re. 2, Rs. 14, and Rs. 14. Thoy wore arranged according 
to thoir greater or movo uncorlain rainfall and accossibility to 
markots, Of rico land thoro was an aren of 8,974 neros, for which 
a maximum rate of Rs.8 gavo an avorage of Rs.8 9a, 6p. Ono 
market town on the Dhérviry and Belgim road had a maximum of 
Rs, 9, Almost all the gardon land, 1,304 acres, was in the noythern 
portion, where the water was neax tho surfaco, and many stronms 
flowed throughout the year, affording facilitics for ohannel 
watering. On well-watered lend the acre ate varied from Ra. 4? 
to Rs, 2,'and on channel-watored from Bs. Sto Rs.1}. The old 
yate Had been botweon Rs.4% and Rs.$. The goneral result in 
the villages, according to the Suporintendent’s grouping, was a 
fall in the vental from Rs, 1,44,480 to Rs. 1,22,770, ov 15 por cent, 
as shown in the subjoined table :— 
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ola Survey. 
g Rental 
an 
| caffra Cultivation, ‘Waste, Total, 
jon, 
Aren. | Rental. [Avrge. Rate Area, {| Rental Aron, Rental, 
Rs. Aores, Rs, Rs, o p. Ha. Acres. 
1 7,178 | 5,039 6,008 133 773 5,813 6,471 
2 82,677 | 24,624 30,935. 141 8,257 5a) 82,881 86,282 
8 3,057 | 3,872 4,498 127 1,194 672 6,166 5,1 
4 72,028 | 30,045 88,688 176 1 452 44,745 62,075 
6 p2el | 10,451 12,0668 1310 did 10,865 18,201 
6 7,129 | 6,003 6,021 18 11 1,674 a 8,577 6,703 
Va 8,755 | 2,729 3,052 11h 263 283 2,003 3,334 
8 523 | 1,048 OL a3 818 $2 1,867 
1,44,476 | 94,611 | 1,22,773 1ig 17,004 | 12,097 | 112,805 | 1,894,870 





In the thirteen years ending in 1864~65 the area of cultivation 
rose from 94,611 to 127,689 acres, or 846 per cent., and the 
revenue, inclusive of quit-rents, from Rs, 1,380,730 to Rs, 1,90, 814, 
or 45°5 per cent. 





PADSHAPUR, 


Nine of the villages in the Pfdshfpur (Pachhapur) subdivision 
‘had revised rates introduced in 1852-53, These were finally sane. 
tioned in 1857. These villages all lay round the town of Belgim 
itself, Tho rainfall was generally too heavy for dry crops, bul 
favourable for rice, and the soil remained so moist that a second 
crop of wheat, gram, or pulse was generally produced. The land 
was very well cultivated. Belgim, with its 80,000 inhabitants, 
and other towns in the neighbourhood, afforded good markets for 
tho disposal of produce. The people were on the whole in good 
circumstances, though some bad become involved in debt from 
holding on to heavily-nssessed lands in the hope of better times. 
In Belgim and Khisbfg, included in it, the average rate of 
Rs.9 8a, had been exgessive, but not in the remaining villages, 
although it was so in individual cases. Some of: the rice rates 
were as high as Rs. 40, and in dry-crop and garden Innd they wont 
up to Rs.10 and Rs.18. In the twenty-five yoars ending 1851-52 
the cultivated area rose from 7,400 to 9,020 acrea, and the collec. 
tions from Rs, 24,086 to Rs, 25,852, or 5°2 per cent, 
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The nine villages woro placed in two classes, one containing only 
Belgim and Khasbig, aud the other the remaining seven. Aba 
rico maximum of Rs, 12, and one for dry-crop of R 1 10a, the 
avernge came in the first class to Rs, 5 4a. 1p., that under the old 
aystem having beon Rs. 7 Oo. Gp. In the seven villuges the highost 
rico was Rs, 9, and dry-crop R.1 Ga. Thoro wero only 116 acres 
of garden land, of which fifty-six wore alienated. The lands were 
all under ivells but one acre, which was channel-watored. In 
thego maximum rates, varying from Rs, 5} to Rs. 24, gave an 
average of Rs, 8 Léa. 5p. Tho whole rontal was reduced from 
Rs. 25,887 to Rs, 20,781, or 19°7 per cent., as follows :— 








Clnaisa Old Rent Suvoy, Avewage. 
Vile on Cul. jon Cultiva- 
Ingos, | tration, Cultivation. ‘Waste. Total, tion, 
a 
. = 





Aron, | Rontal, | Aven, | Rental.) Area. | Rental - 
Ra. Acros, Ra, AcLos, Rs, Acies, fs, Ra pt | 
1-2] 18,426 | 2,802 | 8,895 | 2417 | 2,056 | 5,210 | 11,851 }8 2 10 


2,—7]| 12,462 | 6,576} 11,886} 1486] 1,175} 8,012 | 19,061 }1 12 11 





26,887 | 9,878 | 20,781 | 0,868 | 4,181 | 18,281 | 24912|2 8 0 














In tho thirteen years ending 1864-65 tho area under tillage rose 
from 0,878 10 12,518 acres, or 88°83 per cent, and tho collections, 
inclusive of quit-rents, from Rs, 82,450 to Rs, 42,780, or nearly 
82 per cont, 


OBIKODI. 


The subdivision of Chikodi, which contained 141 Government 
villages, had revised rates introduced in 1858-54, which were 
finally sanctioned in 1858 for the usual thirty years, The romain. 
ing sixty-seven villagos in it wore alionated It had two woll- 
marked niiural divisions, tho valley of tho Ghatprabha and its 
focder tho Tarankdsi in the south, and the valley of the Krishna 
with its foedey the Dudhgangd in the north. The two were sopa. 
Yated by a stoop-sided trap table-land, 800 to 400 feet above tho 
valleys. Tho md land in this tract was shallow and poor, In the 
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Krishna valley tio lack soil was rich. ZHxcopt in some places, 
the lands in the south were sandy, and required constant manuring 
to maintain their fertility, The western villages had too much 
rain to admit of good dry crops being grown. The central tract 
had a certain and sufficient rainfall, and in the east it, was often 
scanty and uncertain. Thero was a small non-agricultural popu- 
lation of about one-tenth of the whole. ‘ 

The subdivision was well off for markets. In addition to 
Ohikodi, which was a placo of considerable trade, it had good. 
communications with other market towns, and with the sea-const 
by way of the Phonda Ghét, The husbandry was generally good, 
and the fields well tilled, and the land-holdevs were well to do. 

A-survey of the tract had been undertaken shortly after the 
introduction of British rule, the areas ascertained by which formed 
the basis of the accounts from 1888-34, From this date vill 
1844-45 there was a steady decrease of cultivation from 88,920 to 
83,874 acres. After the latter year there was a steady, increase, 
so that in the twenty years to 1852-58 it had 1isen by about 
9°7 per cent. Collections in the twenty-six years ending at that 
time had imereased from Rs, 1,07,727 to Rs, 1,12,011, or nearly 
4, per cent. 

By the Survey the 141 villages were arranged for maximum 
dry-crop rates in seven classes, according to tho following table :— 


Maximum 
Olass, Villages, Dry-otop Rate, Distinguishing Obarnotoristios, 
Bef 
3 Al 2 0 The western and north-western vil- 


lages, with tho best climate and 
best position for markets, 

2 44 112 First, villages in the extreme west, 
where the rains aro excessive ; and 
second, villages to the cast of the 
first class, and with a less favour- 
able climate. 


8 27 1 8 Villages to tho eastward of the latter, 
and less favourably situatod both as 
to climate and markets, This group 
contained most of the villages on 
the contral table-land mentioned 
above, 


4 10 1 4 — Villages in the east, where the rainfall 
was somewhat deficient, 
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Maximum 
Qlass, Villagos, Dry-1 op xate. 
Ra. a 
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Distinguishing Charactoristics. 


5 9 10 Villages quito 0 the cast, where tho 
raing were often scanty, They wero 
algo fav from markets, 

& 9 014 Villages among the hills to the south- 
west, Where the rain was 100 heavy 
for superior dry crops, 

7 1 012 An isolated village, cight miles be- 
yond the boundary of the main body 


of tho subdivision. 


Rice Iand was met with to the extent of 2,478 acres, more or 
less, in fifty-one villages, but only 640 nores belonged to Govorn- 
mont, Maximum ratos of Rs. 8 and Rs. 7 were adopted respec- 
tively in the first and second, and in tho sisth groups. There was 
gardon cultivation of 5,622 acres, of which 2,685 were assessable 
by Government, the rest being ulionated. The old rates had been 
as high as Rs. 10, Tho maximum now proposed was Rs, 6, which 
gave an average of Rs,8 120,08 compared witha probable old 
average of Rs.5 4a, 1p, ‘Tho new rates on the whole brought 
down tho revenue from Rs. 1,88,780 to Rs, 99,620, as shown below, 


a decrease of 28'2 per cont, 


a 


Te 
‘nga wad ental on 
"vilingos, lingo. Cultivation 





Aron, | Rontal, 














Its, Ao108, Ra. 

Lf), 97,500 | £1,786 | 53,113 
Qt 27,703 | 24,082 | 22,049 
3.010 | 12.568 

A 10 2,518 4,252 2,769 
be 2 6,893 | 16,852 7408 
1,881 1,984 

foo 570 863 800 





141 | 188,780 | 108,360 | 90,624 








Buryoy, 
Ayorngo 
Wasto, ‘Wotat, Brdultl 
vation, 
Aion {Reontal,| Arow | Rontal. 
Aores, | Ra, | Aores, He Ea ny 
jess | soi | “Goo | aa,ez0 [aa 2° 
6,008 8,605 | 91,500 24,788 lk 8 
9,501 2,805 } 27,51. 15,423 ng 
2,013 739 6,805 508 Ww 6 
10,896 2,282 | 27,718 9,000 70 
1,210 ‘$50 | 8,001 1,687 | 4 
783 As 1,615 01g 76 
AG,705 | 14,818 | 155,151 | 1,14,104 uo 








In the thirleon years ending in 1865-66 the aroa under tillago 
had increased from 107,856 10 170,719*neres, or 57 per cent. 
and the revenue from Rg. 1,80,185, inclusive of quil-rents, to 


Ra, 1,095,875, or 60 por cont. 
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ANKALGI. 


Thirty-three and a half Government villages, of which all but 
two were in the petty division of Ankalgi in Pdédsh&pur, in 
1858-54 had experimental ratos introduced, which were sanctioned 
for thirty years in 1858. The half village was one managed by 
Government, but of which half the proceeds were paid over to the 
person who shared it. 

The villages lay to the south-east of Chikodi, either in the valley 
of the Mark(ndrya or on the sandstone hills which enclosed it, 
To the east, near Gokdk, the rainfall was somewhat uncertain, and 
in the west too heavy for good dry crops; but most of the valley 
villages had good soil and generally excellent crops. Here.the 
people were generally fainly well off, and almost all were agricul. 
turists. The accessible markets were good, Belgim and Gokék 
being the chief, whilst PAdsh4pur and Ankalgi were within the 
limits of the tract. Tho lands had been surveyed in the early 
years of British rule, and the measurements formed the basis of 
the revenue settlements from 1826-27, but the old assessment was 
not disturbed, It was unequal, but on the whole not excessive. 

In tho twenty-seven years ending in 1852-58 the cultivated aren 
had extended from 7,097 to 8,481 acres, or 19'5 per cent., and ihe 
collections inereasod from Rs. 6,869 to Rs, 12,441, or 95:8 por 
cent, 

Tho thiity-three Governmont villages were divided into four 
classes for maximum dry-crop rates of Rs, 2, R.1 2a, R1 8a, 
and R,1 da, respectively, The first consisted of twenty-one 
villages in the centre of the tract of country, where the rainfall 
was certain and sufficient. The second, of eight villages, included. 
villages on the Gokik fiontior, where the rain was moro uncertain 
than in the first, and in the west, where it was too heavy. The 
two in the third group Were badly placed in the eastern hills, aud 
the tivo in the fourth wore in the extreme west, where tho'rains 
were so heavy that only the poorer grains could bo cultivated. 
The maximum rate for rice land, of which nearly half was alien- 
ated, was Re, 9, which gave an average of Rs,8 da. 1p. For 
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garden land, in 174 acres, of which 184 were alionatod, the average 
rate came to Rs. 8 7a. 8p. 

The goneral result of the revision was to reduce the rental from 
Rs, 16,884 to Rv. 12,580, or 25:5 per cont, as shown below :— 








> Sumvoy, 
Cinsges woe 
_ . tivation. Wnsto. ; Avongo 
Villages, Oultiva Cultivation, Waato. Tota, Soe foto 
on Gul. 





Avon, | Rental, | Aron, |Rontal | Aron. | Rental. | tivation, 


Rs, Aores, Rs, Aoues. Rs, Acies, Rs |Rea p 
121 12,700 8,877 9,189 1285 761 0,622 9,900 116 


a2—8 8,047 2438 2,712 1,080 885 8,525 8,507 | 1110 
3—2 270 738 506 40 18 788 519 10 10 
dm a 208 822 3 23% 7 75k bred 64 











16,834 } 12,083 | 12,530 | 2,006 | 3,785 | 14030 | Men | 10 7 











During the thirteon yoars ending in 1865-66 the area under 
cultivation incroased from 12,088 to 15,294 acres, or 26°5 per cont., 
and. the collections, inclusive of quil-rents, &c., from Rs. 21,810 to 
Rs, 24,880, or 11°7 por cont, 





BIDI AND KITTUR. 


In 1858-54 tho revision of assessmont was commenced in the 
Bia{ subdivision in forty villages of its petty division of Kittir. 
Rates were then oxperimentally introduced, but not finally’ sunc- 
tioned till 1859, Round Kittir itself tho country was generally 
hilly. In the extreme south-west tho rainfall was much heavier 
than to the cast, and not suited to the dry-crop cultivation. In 
the east and in the Malprabha valley, in the moro open country, 
there wits good black soil, and good javiri and othor dry orops 
wore'raisod. Except in the east, where dry-crop and rice were 
in about oqual quantities, rice was tho staple crop grown. 

The people were well-to-do, and had a few manufacturers 
among them, and the high-road from Belgim to Dhérvér, running 
Airoctly through the Mahél, gave them ready communication with 
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Doth those markets. The general assessment had not been very 
excessive, but was very unequal in its incidence; it was kopt down 
by the low assessment on land allowed to be re-claimed from the 
forests at low yates, and newly-made rice lands, which paid only 
ary-crop ates. The plan of placing the whole assessmont on the 
rico lands, and attaching a certain aren of dry crop land to each 
nice field prevailed in some of the westein villages. During the 
twenty-seven years ening in 1852-58 cultivation had increased 
from 19,627 to 25,012 acres, or 274 per cont., and tho revonue 
from Rs, 34,748 to Rs. 88,651, or 11:2 per cent, 

For dry-oop rates the villages were formed into three groups, 
of six, twenty-seven, and seven villages, with maximum rates of 
R.1 10a, R.1 6a, and R.1 2a. The first consisted of Kittéir 
itself, with five other villages, with a rainfall not too heavy,for 
dvy-crop tillage ; the second were in the centre, with heavier rain, 
not so well suited 10 such tillage; and tho third among the hills 
to the west, where dry crops of the better kinds could not be 
zaised, For rice lands a masmum of Rs,8, as in Sampgdon, 
gave an average rate of Rs. 3 2a. ‘There were only eighteen acres 
of garden land, on which the maximum was Rs,44, and the 
average Rs.8 14a, The new rates caused a fall in the rental from 
Rs, 89,782 to Rs. 37,626, or 5'4: per cont, 

Tho details a10 as follows :— 








tL. 
a Avoungo 
Olags and Ola THental ead por Aco of 
‘Village’ | tivation Culti- 
Cultivation, ‘Wasto. Lotnl yalion, 











Area, | Rontal,| Arca | Rental.| Arca. | Rontal 


¥ Ita, Aows. | Rs, Acres Ra, o1eg Ra, | Ran Dy 
1— 6] 8,626 | 6,119] 8,200] 1,814 | 1,602 | 6,988) 9,802} 1 9 al 
2.—r27 | 20,267 | 18,486 | 19,770 | 4,586 | 2,878 | 18,022] 22,618) 1 7 7 
8.— 7 | 10,880 | 7,912] 0,656 | 2,268 | 1,085 | 10,180] 10,691/1 3 6 





38 | 89,782 | 20,467 | 87,026 | 8,608 | 5,016 | 90,185} 48,141] 1 0 10 


o 





During the thirteen yen ending in 1865-66 the area under 
cultivation rose from 26,467 to 85,985 acres or 85'9 por cent,, and 
the revenue from Rs, 87,725 to Rs, 85,176, or 46'2 por cent, Re- 
missions in the meanwhile had disappeared, and since 1857-58 ” 
had been nominal, In 1855-56 the western portion of Bidi, 
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closo to the Sahyddri range, was revised, It contnined 128 
villages, into which an oxperimental settloment: had been intro- 
duced in the previous yeny, Rico was tho staple crop, as tho 
rain was too heavy for the better descriptions of diy crops. 

The practice of cultivation by kumi, or wood-ash cultivation, 
had prevailed largely in Bfdf, and although it was ordered. to be 
put a stop to in 1854, the order was disregarded. A compromise 
was then made by which certain lands should bo set aside in all 
the forest villages for this kind of tillage, and divided into blocks 
of twonty to thirty acres, assessed at 2a. the acre, These were to 
‘be cropped in portions in 10tation, the land requiring six or Beven 
years rest after two years’ cropping. Tho mhabitants of tho 
villages wore poor, but those in the north had the advantage of 
being only fifteen miles from BelgAm. 

The avenge colloctions in tho ten yours oyding in 1854~58 in 
the 123 villages, of which twenty-soven camo into tho hanis of 
Government in the same year, were Rs.15,480. Tho villages 
were placed in four groups, those nearest to Belgdm with a sufi- 
cient ramfall for rice, thirteon in numbor, being in the first, with 
a maximum dry-crop inte of da. Tho other threo groups, of 
thirty-nine, fifty-four, and sovonteen villagos, fell by 2a. a group 
in proceeding weslwards. Those reduced the rental by Ra. 1,178, 
or about 6 por cont., as shown bolow :— 











Survoy. 

& & Coloations Maximum por Acre, 
8 zB pe ADE Oulitea Wasta, Total, |————---—_--— 
a DryOrop.| Rico, 

‘ Rea. Rs. Ra, Res. a. Rs. a, 

1] 18] 4,485 5,784 | 2,568 14 7 0 
2| 89] 6,078 7,199 | 2,826 12 6 0 
3} 54] 6,886 4,604 | 3,418 10 4 8 
4; 17} 1,908 542 | 1,022 8 4 0 
128 | 19,902 | 18,129 a ee 
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At the sottloment all waste land of fair quality was at once 
taken up, and in tha twenty-seven years onding 1881-82 the resulé 
yas a riso in tho area of cultivation from 19,009 to 42,842 nerves, 
or 125 per cent, aud an increase in collections from Rs. 20,474 to 
Rs. 30,528, or 49 per cent. 





PADSIAPUR, 


Revised rates were introduced into ten more Pidshdpur villages 
attached to the fort of Pérgad, seven above and threo at the foot 
or on the slopes of the Sahyddris, in 1856. In tho two groups 
of these, of five villages cach, the same dry-crop maximum of 7a, 
was proposed, and in rice Rs. 6 and Rs. 5 respectively. ; 

The result was ag follows :— 























Survey, 
Vil- | Collestiona 

By Maximum. 
S| ner Cultivation. | Wasto. Total, |—-—--—__-— 
Rico. |Dry Crop. 

Rs, Ra, Ra, Re, Ra a 

5 1,158 1,085 412 1447 6 7 

5 989 798 228 1,021 5 7 

10 2,097 1,883 685 2,468 _ _ 








KAGVAD JAGIR. : 


. 


In 1860-61 2 setilement was introduced into forty-nine villages 
of the Kigvad Jigfr estate, which had lapsed in 1857~-58, and 
guarantecd for only twenty-one years, so that it might terminate 
at the same time as other Survey leases in the neighbourhood. 
Twenty-seven of these villages stretched from Kigvid, about ten 
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miles south-east of Miraj, across the Krishna to below Yadvad, 
the Mahdlkari’s division of Gokik; the other twenty-two were in 
& compact group north-west of Belgim. The former were much 
scaitered, and included every varisty of the Bolgim climate. 
The old rates were modorate, and were continued in force till 
1860-61; there was, however, no cortainty of tenure, as lands 
were lot out to the highest bidder for them. The villages in the 
sealtored group were formed into nominal groups with maximum 
dry-crop and other rates to correspond with thoso of neighbouring 
villages already settled, and the compact group into one with a 
maximum of 14a, The settlement raised the total rental from 
Rs. 61,266 to Rs. 66,778, or 89 per cent., as shown in the follow. 
ing statement :— 





Sm vey. 
yi}. | Old Rontal 
lagoa. on Oul- 
iB tivation. | Rontal on 
Cultivation, 
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12,221 


49 | 61,266 | 66,778 | 2,095 














* Soparato group. 

This completed the first Survey settlemont of the Collectorate ; 
in 1880, on the oxpiration of the guaranteed period of thirty 
yonrs, ib camo on for revision, and the first subdivision brought 
under roview was that of Parasgad, which had romained almost 
without terrilorial change, Its climate an@ soil have been already 
desoribed, but other circumstances had changed. Prices had risen 
vory considerably, that of javdrt being as 28 lbs, to 124, and that 
of bdjri as 11 to 124, It had been fairly provided with local and 
trunk roads, some of which were only suited to faix-weather 
traffic, 
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The statistics of cultivation, &¢., in the three decennial periods 
were as follows :— 








_ | Outsinad. 
Yoars, Oceupied. Wasto Collections, Hoan ing Ba- 
: lanaes. 
Actos. Acies Re Rs, Re 
1849-1859 122,982 | 80,750 97,030 735 8,054 
1859-1869 | 165,787 1,104 | 1,17,157 _ _' 


1869-1879 | 162,873 6,518 | 1,20,026 168 2,081, 





There enn be no doubt that the returns in the last of those 
periods were considerably affected by the severe famine yeay of 
1876-77, his is further proved by the following figures, Popu- 
lation decreased from 71,860 to 60,969, or 15 per cont, notwith. 
standing that houses incieased 10 per cent. ; the number of carts 
rose from 560 to 2,128 (279 por cent.), and wolla and water-lifts 
were more by 82 per cont, although the number of worling cattle 
fell from 20,846 to 14,149, or, 82 per cent. In the famine year 
balances remained outstanding to the amount of Rs. 16,427, al- 
though there had been only Rs. 27 since 1852-538. Garden oulti- 
vation had nearly doubled, porennial streams from the hills boing 
mado use of for iurigation, and the villagos in the Malprabhn 
valley ayailing themselves of iis water by lift, The value of land 
had very much increased; it had sold betweon 1875 and 1878 at 
from twice to 188 times the assessmont. 

On an examination of tho old classification it was found that 
the relative values of the superior and worst classes of soil had 
been too closely approximated, and in order to remedy this a 
partial dry-crop ve-classification was carried out. All garden 
janda wero also re-examined to ascertain changes in ayea and 
wator-supply, but tho’e under new wolls had no additional 
assessment imposed on them, and those under old ones - were 
lowered to the maximum dry-crop rates. Wells improved by 
percolation from Government reservoirs had double these rates 
imposed. The grouping of villages for maximum rates of dry, 
crop assessment was made, on the same general principles ang 

' ib 
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tho first setiloment, in five groups, the highest being in tho south. 
woat, where the rainfall was best, and tho lowest in the north and 
north-cast, where ib was the lenst cortain. Tho vates were 
Ra.2 Qa,, Rol 120, R.1 80.,B.1 5a, and R.1 2a. respectively. 
Rice was assessed al an average rate of R.2 Ida, 4p., and well- 
watered garden Iand one of Rs.2 Ia. 1ip.; channel-watered land 
had an avorage of Ra 5 lla. fiom m maximum of Ra.8. The 
total riso was from Rs. 1,20,669 10 Rs, 1,69,867, or 40°7 por cent, 
as shown below :— 
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Acros Acros | Ra, | Acres 


,t 
a 50,188 | TUL 28k 42,017 5u,072 
8 20 28,497 88,086 86,140 | 1,205 865 40,251 85,505 
4 17 14,053 23,072 17,723} 1,180 810 | 24,20: 

£U) 9,225 28,003 11,160 j 1,701 282 | 20,703 11,701 | 2k 


109 | 120,669 165,47] 1,00,807 | 4,860 | 1,215 | 170,817 | 171,082 | 408 


Re Rs, Ra, 
Ig 86,685 409k 55,097 50 ve Bit 55,171 if 
8 














Té will bo seou fiom this that the land still unoccupied was of 
the most inferior description, the assessment on which only 
averaged 4a, an acre, and was probably nob worth cultivating, It 
hag been shown above that the increase in the cultivated aren in 
the thirty yours had beon noarly 40,000 acres,. This is ample 
testimony to iho gonoral success of the Survey settlement, 





GOKAK, 


Tho revision of the settlement in tho Gokék subdivision was 
sanctioned ix 1881, but not carried out until 1888-84. The seventy 
villages had been sebtlod at various times betweon 1849-50 and 
1860-61, in the latter of which twolve of the Kigvid estate men. 
tioned abovo had their assessments revised for a guaranteod, period 
of twenty yoars, Tho climate and general chmacter of the tract 
of country have alveady beon described. 

In the thirty years of the Survey lease iho prices of jandni and 
béjet had advanced respectively by 854 and 817 per cent., and that 
of wheat from 80 Ibs, tho rupee to 10 Lbs. Whilst at the time of 


882 THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY. 


the old settlement there had been only one road by which carts 
could cross the Sabyfdiis, there were now tio other roads by the 
Amboli and Phonda passes to Vengwia (Vingorlu) and Dovgad. 
Easy communication by the Belgim and Pima road had also been 
established with Belgdm, Kalidg{, and other markets, and, with 
minor made roads, the whole country had been opened out for 
taade, 

In the forty-seven old GokAk villages the increase in cultivation 
and revenue and decrease of remissions and outstanding balances 


had been as follows :— 
Out- 


Yours, Cultivation, Waste. Collections, Remissions, standmg. 
Acros, Acio8 Rs. Rs. 8. 
1849-1859 65,108 17,688 46,714 479 1,968 
1859-1869 83,690 2,187 45,507 & _ 
1869-1879 86,278 1,500 46,095 58 1,795 
1879-1880 | 81,012 7,281 44,322 _ _ 

The falling-off in the last decade was no doubt due to the famine 
of 1876477, This is further proved, as in Parasgad, by houses 
having increased Ly 18:8 per cent., while population had fallen 
9 per cent., and by farm cattle being fewer by 12 per cent., while 
carts had increased 408 per cent., and wells and water-lifts 128 
per cent, With the exception of Rs, 493 given in tho famine year, 
in which also Rs, 15,094 were allowed to remain outstanding, 
remissions since 1853-54 had been nominal, The people were 
fairly well off, and considerable proportion of them were non. 
agricultural, employed in weaving and dyeing cotton fabrics, 
Salos of Jand wore rare, and prices varied greatly. Tho tillago of 
garden lands was caroful, but that of dry-crop often carelogs, Aa 
elsowhore, it was found that tho first classification had boon faulty 
in too closely assimilating the relative values of superior and 
inferior soils, and both re-measurement and re-classification were 
carried out in a Jarger proportion than usual. 

The general grouping of villages in the whole subdivision for 
maximum rates of dry“grop assessment was made on the samo 
principles as at the first settlement, inclusively of the villages 
since acquired, according to climate and distance from markets. 
The maximum rates in the six groups were respectively Ra, 2 Qa, 
R.1 12a, R,1 8a, R.1 5a, R.1 8a, and Rl. Irrigated lands 
were dealt with as in Parasgad. There were only nineteon acres 
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of channel-watered land, of which three were alienated. On these 
the avorage rate came to Rs. 8 7a. 6p., and in rice R.1 10a. 
The genoral result will be seen from the following statement :— 











Ol 
Survey, Revision Sotttoment 
Claga, | 7 Ineveasa 
* | Ings. on Cultivation. ‘Wasto Toinl por cont 
Tillage. 


Arca { Rental | Arce, {Rontnl| Arona, | Rental. 





Re Aoros, Rs. Aoos, | Rg Aves, Rs 
4,564 } 4,510 | 5,950 178 49 8: 


re} os . 6,008 } 806 
2 | 9] 2402} 3,211) 2800] a4] 287] 8745 | B1k7 | 197 
a | 10} 38,722 | 17,865 }11,491 | 1,078} 310 | 18,998 |11,801 | 81-7 
4 | 19| one | 1aee7 112.076 | 1,821 | Gea | 20,708 |12,719 | 27 8 
5 | 28] 28:800 | 83,004 | 28,181 | 5,102 |1,c08 | 58,106 |29,802 | 182 
6 | 20] 10,160 | 41,787 | 29,812 | 1,661 | ‘402 | 49,288 [21,04 | 243 








70 {08,100 {139,214 | 84,989 | 10,254 | 9,479 {149,68 \87,811 | 29-8 














Tt will be seen from this that the still unoccupicd lands, as in 
Parasgad, wore of quite inferior quality, assessed at about ba, 5p. 
anncie, The increaso in cultivation in tho thirty years had been 
about 16,000 acres. 

The following statemont shows what had beon the goneal 
course of revenue, cultivation, &c, before and since the introduc- 
tion of the first Survey settlement up 10 1881-82, It shows that, 
but for tho severe trial of the famine yony of 1876-77, tho incronse 
of reyenue would have been over 2} lakhs of rupecs. As it was, 
it onme to about Re, 2,11,000, 

















Governmont, Allonntod.| otal + q 
g 
Year, Ocoupiod, Wasto, aude a & 
——_————]} Quit. | Tor Gol | ing, sa 
Remi Kents, | lection, of 
Rontat elous Rental, | Gazing A 
Bofoa 
Survo; Re Re, Ra, Ra Ra, Rs, Ts, 
at 6,37,730 | 26,008 _ 18,804 | 2,830,057 8,600,652 | 18,722 ~_ 
Piety 710,004 | 13,578 - 29,872 | 2,892,137 0,01,835 4,700 “ 
NUEVO, . A 
1849 o ‘O,76,283_ | 10,015 - 20,664 yond 0,00,05% | 21,624 | 1b 
192-53 G,05,238° | 92,841 om 25,742 | 2,041,217 8,092,350 4,613 B20 
1863-64 | 811,710 27 | 27,281 | 17,844 | 2,835,008 | 10,04,055 804 
1870-77 | 891,534 3,900 | 20,733 | 10,015 50,168 fF 10,88, 415 | 88,528 - 
1878-79 880,810 _ 35,34. 8,720 { 2,562,200 | 10,01,215 0,044 ~ 
eee 8,23, 18D 203 | 13,800 8,216 | 2,583,824 ) 10,85,217 2,352 - 
avision | 
1880-81 | 8,67,040 _ — 12,160 | 2,582,185 | 11,923,985 700 07 
‘1881-83 | 8,607,801 | 45,002 | 42,867 | 11,024 | 256,890 | 10,809,262 232 - 
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Quit-rents on alienated land, it will bo observed, have formed a 
large item in the collections, The cultivation of these lands has 
kept pace with that of Government land, which speaks woll for 
the generally prosperous condition of the people, the quit-ronts 
being in many cases quite equal to the full asseasment. The 
statement as a whole plainly indicates the success of tho Survoy 
settlements, 





ATHNI—BAGALKOT, 


In 1884 proposals were submitied for the revision of the first 
Sum vey settlement in sixty-two villages of the present subdivision 
of Athni and fourteen in Bigalkot (Bijdpur), origmally in the 
former, together with fifteen of the Kigvid estate and two of 
Tsgton settled subsequently to the others. Of the whole seventy- 
nine villages, sixty-five constituted the new Athni subdivision and 
fourteen had been transferred to Bagalkot. 

For the revision three villages were entirely re-measured, and 
in seventy-six a partial 1e-survey was made to break up old Survey 
fields of too large a sizo, to measure separately all existing occu- 
pancies, and eutirely to divide alienated from Government Innd, 
with the vesult that 19,068 old were converted into 26,053 new 
Survey numbers, Classification was adjusted to tho now method 
by which a greater difference than formerly was made in the 
relative valuation of superior and inferior desoriptions of soil, 
78,958 acres were actually re-classed, while 821,807 were adjusted, 
About 6,550 acres wero added to arable and 8,500 deducted from 
unarable land. 

Athni ig the most northern portion of Belgim. It touches 
Chikodi and Gokék, but, with this exception, is surrounded and 
intermingled with villages of the Jamkhandf, Jath, Miraj, and 
other States. The main portion is an undulating plain: of trap 
formation, comprising “Inrgo trecless areas of poor mél lend, 
varied with black soil, along the banks of nullahe, and changing 
nto 2 level black-soil plain wherever it approaches tho Krishna, 
the rainfall, which averages twenty-five inches, is unevenly dis- 
ributed, favourable and tolerably certain in the west, and muolt 


BELGA'NM, 835 


Jess so about Athni itself, and shll less again to the eastward of 
that town. Manure is used to somo extent for dry crops in the 
weat. Oultivation as arulo is careful in the gardon lands, but 
slovenly in the poorer descriptions of soil, 

The only lino of communication open all the year round is the 
road from Bijapur to Kolhapur. Other yvoads are open in the fair 
season. Tho Hast Deccan railway passing through Bijipur is, 
howover, only iwonty-five miles to the east of the most onasterly 
villages of the subdivision, and the line from Pina to Belgim, 
which will pass through Mfraj, will no doubt greatly benefit tho 
western portion, 

Athni is a town of considerable importanco as a market, and 
with Sangli, Miraj, Kurandvid and other places at no groat dis- 
tance the whole subdivision may be said to be favourably placed 
forthe dispogal of surplus produce, The statistical velurns of 
population, &., in the thirty years of tho Survey lease, show a 
substantial improvement in all respects saye that of milch cattle 
and their young, in which a reduction was naturally to be looked 
for from the extension of cultivation and the contraction of the 
area left for pasture. 

From 70,578 at the time of tho first settlement, tho population 
had risen in 1872 to 92,707, and in 1881, afler the famine, it had 
fallon back to 78,006; in 1882-88 it had ngain advanced to 88,822, 
showing a rapid recovery. Iousos had increased by 848 por 
cont., and agricultural cattle 80:5, The numbor of carts had 
risen from 188 40 1,767, and wells and water-lifts from streams 
by 782, or 824 per cont, That land had acquired a high value 
‘was proved both fiom the high prices, frequently more than 
twonty times the assessment, bid for it at auction sales, and the 
unugual stringency of the conditions imposed in many of the 
lonscs and mortgage deeds, the latter showing with what cave all 
interests connected with tho land were guarded, 

It will bo seen from the following statoment that the low prices 
yuling from about 1880 to 1884 had reduced tho average of tho 
last ton years below that of the second period, but the rise in the 
value of the ordinary staples was still about 75 per cont, above 
that of the first period of eleven yours, whilst in wheat and cotton, 
articles of export, the increase had been 100 per cent. and more. 
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In the fifty-three villages settled in 1851-52 the rovonue rose 
from Rs. 87,780 rapidly and steadily, till in 1864-65, when the 
American war prices were at their highest, it reached Rs. 78,849. 
In the famine year, 1876-77, it stood at Rs. 74,575. Since then 
about 12,000 acres of poor soil, assessed at, an average of only 
‘Qa, 7p. the acre, have fallen out of cultivation, and matters have 
yeturned to the state in which they wore wheh the first rush for 
land came to an end, Such inferior land can naturally only be 
held when prices are very favourable. In the twenty-one villages 
of old Athni, and the fifteen KAgvéd villages settled in 1860-61, 
much the same sequence of events occurred, viz. a rush for land 
whilst prices ruled high, then only slow progross, until an abrupt 
check was given by the famine, and the cultivated area fell off. 
This depression has now passed away, and a recovery set in. 
Taken as a whole, the results have been eminently favourable, 
and this isfurther confirmed by the fact that in the years 1880-81 
to 1882-88, there were only three cases in which occupancy rights 
were sold for the recovery of arrears of revenue out of 896 in 
which notices for such sale were issued, 

In grouping for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment six 
groups have been retained as before :— 

First, for three villages on the bank of the Krishna, the most 
favourably situated for climato and markets, a vate of R,2 2a, 

Second, for two villages lying immediately on the cast of the 
first, with a somewhat less favourable climate, a rate of R,1 Ida, 

Third, for 9 villages forming a group on cither side of the 
Krishna, to the east of the second and with a less favourable 
climate, a rate of R.1 6a. 

Fourth, for tho town of Athni alone a special vate of R.1 4a, 
or 4a, above that of the next group, on account of its large 
market, 

Fifth, for forty-seven villages, thirty-five round Athni and 
twelve on tho Krishna, west of Bégalkot, with a climate much 
inferior to that of the western villages, but haying, casy hccoss to 
a large market, a rato of R.1. 

Sixth, for seventeen villages in the north-east of the waive 
with a somewhat precarious rainfall, ond not favourably situnted 
for markets, a vate of 14a, 
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Tho viee aren had incrensed from 8 10 188 acres; this it was 
proposed to assogs at an average of R.1 9a, 6p. per acre, The 
garden aren, of 1,618 neres, assessed on an average at R,1 18a, 
per acre, had inoreased to 8,196 acres, and would, under tho 
instructions of Government, by which lend under old wells was 
to have its assessment brought down to the highest dry-crop rates, 
have an average assessment of only R.1 Qa. bp. per acre. The 
uguel orders with regard to the non-taxation of improvements, 
and the imposition of percolation rates in lands situated ander 
Government works of irrigation, wero fully carriod ont. « 

The following statement shows the general result, of the revised 
settloment :— 





























Old Burvoy. Revision Suvey. 
k: a 

j : i Ocoupied Land, Occupied. ‘Wasto. Total | 3 

Area, {Rental | Aron | Rontal,| Aron, [Rental] Arca | Rontal, & 

Aores, | Rs. | Aoes,} Ra {Acros} Re, | Acres. Ra | 
1 3 7,458 | 12,052] 7,709 | 14,191 0; 18 7,700 | 1444) 91 
2 2 | 16,869 | 24,092] 17,010 | 16,987 SCL} 98 | 17,57 | 27,085 | 205 
8 9 29,087 | 20,887 ) 90,188 ) 28,515. OBL) 232 sf 28,777 } 400 
4 1 28,432 7,497 | 25,623 | 12,208 960; 185 | 26,503} 19,343 | 638 
Gf, 47 87,608 | 49,111 | 88,452 | 56,030 | 1,064] 286 | 80,516 | 57,225 | 821 
q WY | 70,184 | 22,610 | St,0Gd | 20,198 | 15,710} 2,404 | 00,785 | 31,612 1 


0 | Bei,475 | 120,058 | 289,008 | 1,68,218 | [so.oro| 808 | 27,218 '7,61,410 | 812 

















The increaso in group four, containing Athni alone, appears to 
havo arison from under-nsscssment at tho first sottloment, the 
average vate haying boon only ba, Ip, The inoveaso of 40 por 
cont, in the third group was due to ono villago having beon placed. 
at tho former sottlanent much below its proper group. The 
average rates of the two sottloments wore respectivoly 7a, 11p., 
and 10a, Tho land still wnoccupiod was rated at no more than 
2a, 8p. the acre, and may be said to be almost unfit for oultiva- 
tion, 





SAMPGAON, 


In December, 1884, proposals wore submitted for the rovision 
“of the Sampgton subdivision, and sanctioned in 1885 for intro. 
You, 1% 22 
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duction in that year and levy in 1885-86. Tho partial re-measure- 
mont and re-classification systom alicady doseribed woro adopted 
throughout in the 140 villagos to bo revised. 54,888 acros ware 
1e-clagsed, and the valucs of 189,816 acros vo-adjusted, inclusive 
of allwater rates for rice or channel-walered gardon land, Samp- 
gion lies to the east and south-onst of Belgfm itsolf; on tho 
south lies the Dhérvir Collectorate, on tho cast Parasgad, on the 
north Gokdk, and on the wost tho Stngli State, and tho Bolgdm 
and Khinfpur subdivisions, The river Malprabha divides it, run- 
ning from west to cast, into two nearly equal portions, thore being 
much good black soil to the north, with late crops, whilo to tho 
south the soil is lighter and bears mostly carly crops, Numerous 
small sticams, tributaries of the Malprabha, furnish tho means 
for a good deal of inigation, The climate is throughout favour- 
able, in the centre and cast for dry-cop cultivation, and in tho 
west for rice, Tho average rainfall for ten years, inclusive of tho 
famine year, in which oighteen inches fell, had beon 82'4 at tho 
time of revision. ‘ 

The method of cultivation is on tho whole careful, manure 
being stored up for the purpose, Irrigation is nob made so much 
‘use of as it might be, the cortain and ample rainfall doing away 
with the chief incentive to it, The road from Dhérvax to Prina 
passes through the western villages and that from Bolgim to 
Kalidgi tho northern; theio avo also other made ronda, in addi- 
tion to which the railway passes near tho western boundary and 
has threo stations, in addition to that of Bolgim, within oany 
reach for the disposal of its produco. ‘There is a considorable 
cotton weaving industry within the subdivision, and thero aro 
three principal and five smaller markots, so that in position, both 
in this respect and climate, the subdivision is woll off, 

During tho currency of the Smvey lease, population had in- 
ereased by 14-1 per cont., houses by 28°1, agricultural cattle by 
‘L4r4, carts by 215'6 (1,588 to 5,010), and wells and water-lifts had 
nearly doubled in numbor. Tho only falling off ip stock was in 
the matter of milch cattlo and their young, which wore less by 
85°6 per cent. The proportion of working cattle, a pair to about 
eleven acres, was unusually high, owing, probably, to the large 

* aven of rico cultivation, That land had acquired a high saleable, 
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value was inforrod, more than from actual sales, from the ovidence 
afforded by the conditions attached to mortgages, which proved 
‘that the better cultivation of land was tho object of many of the 
loans raised on its security. 

Retuins of prices of produce in the local mntkets were not 
procurable to any useful oxient, but those of Bolgém itself, which 
is at no great distance, showed an increase of fully 100 per cent. 
over those of tho ten yonis previous 1o the first sottloment, 

Taking the Sampgdon and Kittér villages, which form the 
present subdivision, sepmately, it is found that in tho 109 
belonging to the former 4,000 acros wore taken up in anticipation 
of the new settlement, and that the progress of cultivation and 
yevenue from that time (1852-58) 10 1877~78 had been uninter- 
rupted for a single yeu. Revenuo roso fiom Rs, 1,238,158 to 
Rs 1,59,188, at first slowly, and then, as the poorer soils were 
reached, moro gradually, and tho unoceupied aren foll from 17,604 
to 8,694 acres, Tho revenuo was at its highest dwiug tho famine, 
In consequonce of the low pricos which followed tho famine there 
was a slight falling-off, and the revenuo in 1882-83 was 
Re. 1,59,002, In the thirty-ono old Kitttx villages thero has been 
tho samo result, the collections rising from Rs. 29,794 in 1858-54 
to their highest, Rs. 85,420, in 1877-78, and the waste aren having 
fallen from 7,285 to 1,982 acros, Remissions and outsionding 
balances have been nominal, and during tho threo years 1880-81 
to 1882-88 not one salo of ocoupaney rights for the recovery of 
arrenrs of revenue took: placo in the 826 cases in which notices 
wore issued, 

The 109 villages of old Sampgdon wore originally divided into 
‘two main groups, with tho river for boundary, the climate of both 
‘poing equally good, but the northern portion having easior access 
to the Belgém market, Twenty-one villages, with an inferior 
zainfall, formed a third group, The forty old Kittir villages 
wore also thrown into three groups. The new grouping proceeded 
on the sime lines, but tho approach of tho railway had also to bo 
takon into consideration. The old fiist group formed the new 
also, with the addition of ono villago, the maximum being mised 
from Ra.2 4a, to Rs.2 102, It consists of thirty-seven villagos, 
with two made roads giving easy access to Belgdm and tho railway: 

a2 * 
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The second new group, of fifty-soven villages, with 1 maximum 
ary-orop rate of Rs, 2 6a., comprisod the wholo of the old second 
group and seven othors in the south-wost, tho position of which 
had been improved by the approach of the railway, Tho climate 
of both these groups is equally good. Tho new third group took 
in the fifteen villages of the old third, nine 10 the north and six 
to the south, ‘Their climate was rather more uncertain than. that 
of the first two groups, while the nine northern villages, aluhough 
neaver the railway than tho six southern, had some diffioulty in 
internal communications. The maximum was raised from B.1 120, 
to Rs,2 2a. In the fomth group were placed twenty-four of the 
old Kitttr villages along the Belgim and Dhérvér road, which 
had a climate too moist for good dry-crop cultivation, ‘The old 
rates of R.1 6a. and R.1 10a, were raised io R.1 14a, In tho 
fifth group wero seven villages near those of tho fourth, in the 
south-west corner of the subdivision. Their position was much 
improved by the coming 1ailway, although they wore generally 
unfit for dry-crop oultivation, as those of the fourth, Tho original 
rate of R,1 Qa, was raised to R.1 8a. 

The area of Government land under rico cultivation at the firat 
settlement was 11,200 acres, assessed at an average of Rs, 8 8a. 7p. 
anacre, This had increased 10 18,129 acres, assessed at an avornge 
of Re. 4 2n, 9p, The 940 original acres of garden Iand had in. 
creased to 1,802, to bo assessed at Rs, 4 11a, 8p. in placo of 
Ra, 8 82. 9p. por acre, It was divided into woll-watoved and 
and channel-waterod in the following proportiong:— —* 


Avorago Rate. 

Aoros, Ra Rs a p 

Well-watored (motasthal) 472 1,186 2 6 6 
Ohannel-watered (pdtasthal) 880 5,019 609 
1,802 6185 «4 11-8 


« 





' The orders as to non-taxation of improvements’ were strictly 
carried out. 

The general result of the revision will be seen from the following 
statement :— 
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4 i By Old Survey, Revision Survey, eH 
i Ocoupied Land Ocoupied Tand. Waste. Total, 4 y 
roa, Aron, Aron Arca, 

Aoas. | Ra Atos. | Rs, fAcres,| Re, | Acres. | Fi 
1 87 | 50,153 O24 , 90,166 Gus | 418 | 61,186 ; 90,834 | 25:6 
a 57 1 61,931 70,784 | 62,186 87,652 | 5,150 | 9,876 | 67,912 00,528 | 29°83 
a 16 7,508 16,223 7,680 20,104 590 | 282 | 18,210 | 20,009 | 261 
4] 24] 398104 | 95,077 1 18,500 | 99,918 | 1,550 ] 1,218 | 20,119 | saga] saa 
4 7 | 10,121 11,937 | 10,111 16,066 O04 | 408 { 11,015 | 17,074) 47°0 
110 | 158,101 | 1,904,314 | 150,150 | 2,489,666 | 8,75 | 5,162 | 167,902 | 2,58,716 | 27:0 








The increase in the last two groups being greater than that 
allowable by the Government Resolution of 1874, limiting the 
enhancement on any group to 88 per cent., an explanation was 
submitied to show that it had heen brought about simply by the 
faultiness of the classification of water at the first settlement, and 
not by any increase of assessmont rates, as the increase in the dry- 
crop assessment was not moie than in other groups. The same 
reagon was assigned for the increase in two villages oxcoeding the 
limit of enhancement of 66 per cent, fixed by the whove-quoted 
Resolution in the cise of single villages. , 

In sanctioning a departure in theso instances from the limits 
Jaid down, Government directed that all increase in excess of 25 
per cont. on a holding should bo remitted for the first two years 
of tho revised sottloment; that all in excess of 50 por cont. should 
be forogone in the third and fourth years, nnd all above 75 por 
eant, in tho fifth and sixth yoars, so that the cultivators might 
adjust thomselves to tho increased payment by degreos, 

The unoccupied wasto bore an average rate of 9a. bp, per acre, 
On oceupiod land tho now average came on the whole occupied. 
aven io R, 1 9a, as against R.1 8. 8p. under tho old settlement, 
An inerease of 5a, 4p. por acre, 





OHIKODT. 


A. revision of assessment was proposed in the Qhikodi sub- 
dlivision in 1886, and sanotioned in the same year with certain 
modifications in grouping, advocated by the Survey and Seitle- 


842 THE LAND REVENUH OF BOMBAY. 


mont Commissioner and the ordinary Revenue authorities. Tho 
number of villages to be settled was 171, of which 168 wero sotiled. 
in 1858-54; soven others, alienated at the time of that settlement, 
lapsod at various times from 1855-56 to 1870-71, and wore sottled. 
as they Japsed ; and one, belonging to the old Athni ‘Tiluka, was 
sotiled in‘1852-58, ‘Two of these wore entirely ve-mensured, and 
in tho remainder the usual partial re-survey was cariied out to 
meet the requirements of the existing circumstances of the holdings, 
as elsewhere, Similarly 110,149 acres wore re-classified, and -in 
287,772 aces the old classification was cither confirmed or adjusled 
in order to meet the most recent method of creating » wider in- 
terval than formerly between the values of superior and inferior 
descriptions of soil, 1,587 acres were added to dry-crop, and 
7,876 aces voduced from the unarble and put on to the arable 
aren, 

Tho subdivision has the Sangli State on the south, aad Kolhipur 
territory én the west and north; the latier and the subdivision of 
Gokdk He on the east. In the north there is much good black 
soil, ag well ag in tho south in the valleys of the Ghatprabha and 
Horankési rivers, In tho south and south-east corner there aro 
the sandstone hills, with tho soil in their neighbourhood im- 
poverished by the wash from their surface, and tho oatensivo 
tract between tho yalloys of tho rivors in the north and south 
portions of tho subdivision occupied by the table-land of trap 
formation described by Capt. Anderson in his Report of 1857. 
Tho vainfall at Ohikodi in tho years 1875 to 1885 averaged about 
25% inches, and is cortain and sufficient in the westen half, whilo 
in the eastern half of the subdivision it is lighter and somowhat 
precarious. The cultivation of the tract genorally is good and 
careful. Manure, not being much needed in the black, is frooly 
used in the lighter soils, ‘There is a good doal of irrigation undoy 
wells, but that from streams is not mace so much use of as it 
might be, ° ° 

The high-road from Pima to Dhérvar passes through the entire 
wostern side df the subdivision, and there are various local ronds 
-ell passable for eight months in the year, In addition td those 
the line of the West Deccan zailway was about to skirt its eaater: 
boundary, and have four stations easy of access, ‘Comitiiunicadion | 
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with tho RatnAgir ports is kept up by the Phonda Ghat. On tho 
whole, therefore, the state of communications for articles of both 
import and export is favourable, and there seems every probability 
that prices willremain steady. The chief local markets are those 
at Nipéni, Sankeshvar, and Daddi, and there are weekly markets 
at Chikodi and other places. Tho tobneco of tho northern and 
north-western villages 18 considered to be of good quality, and 
is Inrgely oxported, as aro also chilies. 

Tho density of tho population, 294 to the square mile, is unusual 
for a tract like that of Chikodi, of which 95 per cent. of the aren is 
ary-crop and unarable, and has only ono Lown which can be called 
large. Manufactures are neither numerous nor important. 

During the Survey lense the advance of the subdivision m 
various ways was considemble, Taking 153 Chikodi villages and 
tho fourteen in Gokik separately, there had been an inoreaso in 
tho former in population of 38'2 por cont., in houses of 42-4, in 
agricultural cattle of 28:8, in carts of 581 (685 to 4,324), and in 
wolls and wator-lifts of 108 per cent. (2,401 to 4,874). In the 
fourteen Gokfk villages the increases in tho samo respects wore 
severally 21:8, 40°7, 21:1, 111:9 (118 to 250), and 77-9 per cont, 
(77 to 187). The proportion of working cattlo to cultivation was 
yomarkably high, viz, pair of bullocks to evory eleven nores, 
Thoro were a largo numbor of cases of sales, lonses, and mortgages 
of land, showing in many ways the high valuo possessed by land 
in the aubdivision, 

Tho following is a record of tho prices of the staple grains for 
four periods, one of olevon and the othors of ion yenrs each, in 
four of the chiof bazaars. It shows that jaodrt has risen somo 
88 per cent, bari 47 por cent, wheat 54, and rico 82 per cent. 
since the period beforo tho first settlement :— 


Jevéri, Oloancd Rico, Bijri, Wheat, 
Hleven years, 1848-4) to 
* 1858-5: 


188-54. ww hOB 
Ten yonrs, 1854-55 to . 
' 4868-64 . ' . 29 20 81 20 
Ten years, 1864-65 to 

1878-74. 00. 22 ll 22 i 


Ten years, 1874-78 to 
1888-04 en, pal ll 21 18 
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Prices in 1888-84 did not materially differ from those of the 
last period, and there was every probability that the railway would 
keep them steady and prevent serious fluctuations of more than 
a very temporary nature, . 

From the time of the first settlement both the main body of 
the Chikodi villages and the fourteen of Gokik have presented 
tho same general features as far as revanue was concerned. Up 
to 1872-78, by which time all the better sorts of land had beon 
absorbed, there was an almost unbroken rise in the occupiod arom, 
and 2 corresponding increase of vevenue. After that yoar thero 
Was h gradual falling-off in consequence of low prices, until 
1882-88, when it began to rise again. 

In 1888-84 the waste mea stood at 16,501 acres, assessed at 
Ra, 4,940, or da, 9p. an acre, showing that 16 was of very poor 
quality, Tho only 1omissions of any importance in tho whole 
period were in the famino yenr, 1876-77. 

At the first sottlemont the 140 villages of Chikodi were placed 
in seven groups for dry-crop assessment; the 171 at tho revision 
were grouped in six, as follows :— . 

First group, forty-four villages in the west and north-wost of 
the subdivision, On the recommendation of the Survey and 
Rovenue Commissioners, a few of these villages woe reduced to 
tho second group by Government, from the doubt whether in the 
futuro, aftor tho railway was in working, tho hoavy traffic on the 
Pina and Belgim road would atill continue or would be diverted 
to the railway in tho cast, Tho maximum rato was placod ab 
Rs.2 6a, Tho group had the best climate and tho best situation 
for markets, 

Second group, sixty-nine villages, with a climate slightly in@brior 
to those of the first, and not quite so well situated ns regards 
markets. Tho maximum dry-crop rate was Rs. 2 Qa, 

Third group, maximum dry-crop rate R,1 12a. Theso villages 
lay to tho oast of the sogond, and had a decidedly antenioy slimate. 
They were thirty in numbor. 

Fourth group, maximum rate for dry-crop R.1 8a, The eight 
villages lay three in the sonth-west and fivo in the east of tho 
subdivision, The climate in the former and in the latter was too 
dry for good dry-crop cultivation, Two villages wore retained in} 
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this group, which the Survey Commissioner proposed to raise one 
olags, 

Fifth group, ten villagea in the east, where the rainfall was 
Trequently scanty, The proposed maximum was R,1 2a, 

Sixth group, nine villages in the south-west corner, where dry- 
crop cultivation was confined to inferior grains owing to oxcessive 
moisture. 

Tho rico water maximum was placed at Rs.7 in the last and 
Rs.8in the 1emaining groups. Rico cultivation had risen from 
1,005 to 1,388 acres. The old averago was Rs.2 Ga. 9p. and the 
proposed. new average Rs.8 4a. Sp. The area of garden land had 
increased from 3,182 to 7,686 acres, 

The average would bo as follows according to the new poposals, 
no improvements being taxed :~ 





Aonos, Assossmont, Avorage. 

Rs, Re mu p 

Well-watered . . 5,852 12,772 265 8 
Ohannel-watored  . 1,784 9,678 5 610 
‘3 7,636 22,450 215 0 


The following statement shows the goneral result according to 
the sanction of Government ;— 








By Rovision Survoy, H 
Total, 


Ocouplod Land, Waato, 


3 By Old Sinyoy, 
Ocoupied Laud. 


ho 








Aron, Aron, Area. Aron, 

Aowes, ite Aoros. Re, | Acros.) Ra, | Acros. Ra, 
L | 28) 54,204 00,100 | 54,108} 88,880 | £105) 1,800) 58,059 85,720 | 805 
2 | Bk] 69,750 56,808 | 63,038 72,570 | 2,085 | 1,583] 67,068 74,168 | 270 
B } 88) $2,046 10,551 } 84,015 24,482 | 4,781} 1,308} 98,706 25,815 | 252 
4 ri 8,688 2,240 8,070 2,053 781; 208) 4,151 2,860 | 179 
5 | I] 80,003 11,862 | 80,083 | 14,818 | 4,852} 018) 95,835 18,760 | 804 
8 9 8,827 2,088 8,808 2,823 801 85| 8,600 2,008 | 85° 





‘IAL | 187,018 | 1,593,248 | 101,508 } 2,01,109 | 17,015 | 6,071) 200,118 | 207,284 | 822 





These figures would require a slight modification in the third 
.and fourth groups, as the statistics for the two villages proposed 
to be raised from the latter 10 the former have been included in 
the third, and should proporly be recorded in the fourth group. 
Té will be seon that the unoccupied land a6 tho revision settlement, 
17,615 acres, was assessed at Rs. 6,075, or on an average Sa. 6p. 
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per acre, a proof of its generally inferior quality. Under tho old 
settlement the average assessment on Government ocoupiedlamt— 
wag 182. 1p. By the Suporintendent’s proposals it would havo 
como to R,1 On, 7p. under the new, but this would be somewhat 
lowered by the Survey Commissioners having lowered the maximum 
dry-crop rate in fifteen villages from Rs.2 6a. to Rs, 2 Qa,, by 
placing them in the second insicad of the first group. 





BELGAM. 


Proposals for the revision settlement of 182 villages now com- 
posing the Belgim subdivision were submitted in February 1887, 
and sanctioned in September of the same year, Of these eighty- 
two belonged originally to Pichchfpur, twenty-eight to Bfdf, and 
twenty-two to Kini Karyat. They had been settled ab various 
times from 1852-58 to 1878-74, ‘The rovision was cairied out on 
thé partiol ve-measuroment and 1¢-classification system, which 
resulted in about 12,000 old Survey numbers*remaining unaltered, 
and 9,929, with an area of 81,807 acres, becoming 14,976, moa~ 
suring 81,985, 

Tho subdivision as now constituted is bounded on the north by 
the Kohlipur State and Chikodi, on the east by Gokdk and Samp- 
géon, on the south by Ichfndpur and the Shvantvidi Stato, and on 
the west by the latter and Kolh4pur. It will be scen from tho 
map that tho villages aro straggling in position and mugh inter- 
mixed with native territory. In the south-cnst it is plain and 
open. Farther west there are low hills, becoming steeper as the 
SahyAdri range is approached ; and the extreme west is a sories of 
valloys running cast and west botween spurs of that rango. Round 
the town of Belgim are raised, rounded bave plains of an oshry 
gravel, in places almost as hard as stone. Along the brooks, which 
run in the hollows beiwvoen these uplands, ave large flats of rich 
black loam. ‘Lowards the north-east the black soil gives place to 
tho poorer sandstone formation found in the south of Ghikodi and 
Gokik, There is also black soil near Bagevidi in the south-cast, 
and in the Kfnf valley in the north, but the larger portion~of+the § 
oulturable aren is red soil, Many perennial ‘streams, flowing. 6 |; 
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tho Ghatprabha in Gokék or the Malprabha in Khéutpuy, traverse 
tho subdivision, tho climate of which in the west is damp, un- 
healthy, and feverish in the rainy and cold seasons. With tho 
exception of occasional blighting cast winds in the cold season, 
the climafo of the oastorn portion is pleasant, the heat of the hot 
weather boing tompered by cool sen breezes, and the rainfall being 
modorate, For ien years tho average rainfall had been 4733 
inches at Belgdm in tho east, 9649 ab Chindgad in the west, and 
67°98 neay Khéndpur in the south, Thoe is but little radi or 
lato crop cultivation ; 53'°2 per cont. is occupied by carly crops, 
and 40°6 is given to grass and fallow. Much grass is 1equiied to 
aupply tho station of Bolgim, and to provide fodder for the large 
numbers of agricultural cattle kept in the rice tracts of the west 
and, the K{nf valley. Manure is largely used. in these lands, and 
the style of agriculture gencially is good. A good deal of sugar- 
cane is vaised in the rice-Leds near Belgim, but tho extent of 
garden land is small, being almost entircly confined to villages 
within easy reach of tho station itself, This 1s also, coupled with 
Shipur, the principdl market town, The next in importance are 
Chindgad and Bagovidi, and thero ayo several other minor 
markets. 

Since the first settlément the moans of communication in this 
tyaot of country have been gieatly improved, the West Decoan 
Railway now passing through it and having stations at Bolgim 
and Dest; this is joinod by the Souther Mahratta line ot Londa, 
in the Khandpur subdivision, thirty-ono miles to the south of 
Bolgim, whore it is also brought into communication with the 
xoa-const (sevonty milos distant) by the Goa or Mérmégion 
Railway. Thore are now also three provincial and several local 
fund fair-weather roads. The only local manufacturing industry 
is that of weaving; it is confined to Belgim and Shipur and a 
few villages round Bégevidi, is not of any importance, and with 
tho opening of the railways will probably disappear. 

Population as a whole has incrensed by 28'8 per cent, since the 
first settlement, but at various rates in different portions of the 
subdivision, {he incroase in Belgdm itself having been 42, in the 
eastorn villages 84, and in tho western only 5 per cent, Houses, 
agriculinral cattle, carts and wells, have also increased consider. 
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ably, but non-agricultural cattle, with horses and ponies, show & 
deorense, due to the contraction of the aren of pasturage. The 
proportion of working cattle to area of tillago, viz. a pair to six 
acres, is remarkably high, and is to be attributed chiefly to tho 
large number required for rice cultivation in the western villages, 
whore such cattle have doubled in the course of the settlement, 
A good sign of the increased comfort and prospority of the people 
is found in the fact of 682 new wells haying been sunk, almost 
entirely for drinking pm poses. : 

Of the Survey fields about 60 per cent, are cultivated by the 
registered occupants alone or in partnership with others, over 85} 
per cent, aro sublet, and only 4:7 per cent, avo atill unogeupicd, 
In twenty-nine cases of sub-letting reported the total sum paid 
by the lesseos was 15:7 times the Survey assessment, whilst in 
168 cases of private sale tho price iealised was ovor 203 timos 
that assessment; in fifteen cases of enforced snlo by order of 
Court an average of rather over twelve times the assessment was 
obtained. 

The revenue history of the tract has been bne of unbroken pro- 
gress; the revenue collections show hardly any drop in any year 
of the settlement, and tho later years have been marked by steady 
and unvarying increase, Even the famine of 1877 hatdly affected 
it, and iemissions haye for some years disippenred nltogothor, 
In tho last threo years previous to the revision, although 549 
notices of salo of occupancy rights were issued in consequenco of 
non-payment of revenue, all demands were paid up, and nob a 
singlo field was sold, Tho 182 villages undor ropmt wore divided, 
from having been settled at different times, into cighicen classes 
for maximum @ry-crop rates of assessment varying from Ra, 25 
in the east to Ga, in tho west. ‘The rovision has reduced these to 
twelve groups with dry-orop rates falling from Res, 2} to 7a, 
according to climate, roads, and distance fiom railway stations 
and other markets, the details of which it would sorve no good 
purpose to enter into. * ‘ . 

The rice rates do not appear to have undergone any alteration. 
The area of this kind of land, directly assessed to the State, rose 
un the course of the settlement from 16,456 to 18,857 aoxes, and : 
their average assessment from Rs.8 8a, 8p. to Red la 8p 
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Garden land incrensed from 188 to 801 acres; its average assess- 
ment, in consequence of old land under wells being assessed 
at only dry-crop rates, fell from Rs. 3 Ga, Lp. to Re, 2130. 2p. per 
acre. Of this, land under wells had an average of R.1 10a. 7p. 
and that under channel irrigation ono of Its, 4 11a. 2p. 

Tho general result of the revision was xg follows :— 














Groups Royision Aww vey, i 
sul NOs Old Survoy. i 
Ingos Ocoupiad, Waste. Total, 4 








an Sa 
Aoron, Rs, Aoues, Ts Acros.) Rs, | Acros Ra 
11 | 10,038} 18,619} 10,212] 17,1£5] SLL] 834] 10,526] 17,479) 25:8 
8 | 6,580] 8,818} 6,575] 10,341 58} 40] 6,688) 10,881 23-9 
2} 4,640] 12,285] 4,008) 15,684] 1,073 |1,008] 5,771] 16,777] 977 
11 | 11,897| 17,181 | 12,006| 21,992| 665 419| 12,571| 22,411(980 
& | 6,268] 8,162] 5,880] 9,695] 240] 146] 5,570] 9,8411189 
8,287} 7,511] 8,154] 10,846 42] 24) 8,498) 10,870] 87-2 
2] 2410] 8,779] 2,401) 4,210 G8) 80) 2,654) 4,240)114 
30 | 28,582} 18,618 | 24,166] 21,808] 1,068] 782) 26,121) 22,590]/178 
18 | 14,566] 7,279] 14,662] 8,891) 1,880] G19] 16,492] 9,040] 15:8 
8] 1,818 428) 1,279 629} G2L] 15L] 1,003 G88) 26 2 
12 | 14,820} 4,668 | 24,508] 6,122) 910} 190] 15,418} 6.8121 813 
26 | 19,085! 5,708 | 20,182| 7,290| 2,410) 483) 22,842) 7,728/ 968 


Be 
Sonreanwwarr 
2 


RE 
Be 








182 {122,780 |1,07,571 |12£,798 |1,88,658 110,127 |1,204 1181,026 |1,87,847) 24:2 
| 




















It will be observed that thero are only four of those groups in 
which the waste land exceeds a thousand acres, tho largest amount 
being in tho last five,’ where, owing to the hilly nature of the 
country, much of the’ land is vory inferior. The average nssoss- 
mont of tho wholo wasto is under 7a, the nore. Tho percentage 
of waste on the armblo aren is 7'5 por cont. Tho returns do not 
show at one viow what the incroaso in tillago area has boon since 
tho introduction of tho first settlement, but there can be no doubt 
that it has been large. The improvement in communications, and 
the great enhancement in the value of agricultural produce, 
amounting to about double of what it previously was, havo led to 
a state of prosperity which amply justifies the moderate increase 
of the ayerage assessment rate from 14a, 10 R,1 In. Ip, or 8a, Ip. 
per acre, « * 


KHANAPUR, 


In May 1887 proposals were submitted for the revision of tho 
first settlement in the subdivision of Khdndpur, nearly corre- 
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sponding with the old Taluka of Bfdf. This revision applies to 
280 villages, of which six have been transferred to Dhirviy ; 224 
belong to Government, and sixteen are alienated. 

The great bulk of the villages were first sottled in 1854-55 and. 
1855-56, The partial re-measurement and 10-classification system 
has been adopted, and the former shows a difference of only 3 per 
cout, in favour of the new survey. Khdnipur isin tho south-wost of 
the Oollectonte, It is bounded on tho north by tho subdivision 
of Belgdm, on tho east by Sampgéon and Dharvér, on the south 
by the district of North Kandri, and on tho west by the territories 
of Goa and the SivantvAdi State, In tho south and south-west 
it is very lilly and covered with donso forests, where the popula- 
tion is scanty and unsettled, and tillage, except in patches, dis- 
appears. In the centre, north-east and const along ihe valley of 
the Malprabha the country is an open, well-tilled, black#oil 
plain, with many rich and populous villages, and in the north- 
west there are lofty hills, clothed with overgreon brushwood, 
The rainfall is heavy and certain, and yery suitable for rico, 
which is the staple crop, and occupies noarly half the cultivated 
area; but javdet and other giaing are also successfully raised ; 
nearly the whole of the latter is grown in the enstern villages, 
there being hardly any dry-crop tillage in the south and west. 

There is, as in Belgdm, a largo extont of land under grass, 
to provide pasturage for the large stock of catilo required in a 
district where rico is so much grown, In tho GhAt villages tho 
rice lands grow a second crop in the hot weather, but tho aroa 
of garden land is insignificant, Ooflco is raised within the vil- 
Jago sites, and in evergicen jungle numbers where the rainfall 
is sufficient. At the timo of tho first settlemont thero were no 
malo roads; at present, in addition to the Southorn Mahratta 
Railway from Belléry 10 the sea-const at Gon, which joins the 
West Deccan line from Pina and Belgém at Londa, the two 
together having four stations within the limits of the subdivi- 
sion, there are several, provincial as woll as local fund eee 
so that tho ryots have every facility for iho disposal of thei 
produce. i 

The six villages in tho south-ast corner iraneferred to Dhéstvar 

: havo the railway station of Alnivar for a market, while for they 
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yomainder Nindgad, seven miles south-east of Khinipur, is tho 
chief mart, and tho railway stations at Khéndpur, Londa, and 
Néigavgali, with other smaller markets, are conveniently situated 
within, and other larger ones without the limits of Khéndpur 
mo oasily accessible. The population is almost entiely agricul- 
tural, there beiug in the way of manufactures only e few cotton 
Jooms in a small number of villages, and the preparation of rico 
called churamurt, which is exported to long distances, 

The comparative statistics of population, Ge, show a marked 
improvoment under every item but that of cattle other than those 
used for agriculture, the increase in the number of carts, from 
1,017 to 8,148, being specially noteworthy. The decrease in 
“other” cattle may bo accounted for, as elsewhere, by the con- 
traction of the pasturage area. Prices of agricultural produce 
have advanced greatly. Oontrasting the twelve years from 
1874-75 with the first ten years of the settlement, from 1854-55 
to 1868-64, the increase in the price of jaudst has beon over 42 por 
cent,, and in that of rice 684, aud thero is evory reason to believe 
that the opening of tho railways will provent a recurrence of low 
prices, 

The revenua history of tho subdivision is ono of riendlly inorease 
ing prosperity, A sudden increase in cultivation followad the 
introduction of the Survey rates, more spocially marked in the 
jungly portion in the south and wost, In this the avea of tillage 
rosa at onco from 11,895 10 20,058 neres, and the riso continued till 
1861-62, when: it veached its highest point. Somo 8,500 acres of 
poor land wero then abandoned, but for tho last twonty oulti- 
vation and revenue havo remained at about the samo level. In 
tho six villages transforred to Dhfrvdr there ate no outstanding 
balances, and no remissions have been required for the last thirty 
yours. In tho last three yoars in the 224, villages, out of 592 cases 
in which notices for the sale of occupancy rights have been issued 
on. account af non-payment of revenue, only four of actual salo 
have occurred, go that the revenue is eolloated without difficulty, 

At‘tho first settlemont the villages wore divided for maximym 
dry-crop rates into six groups, of which the highest was in the north. 
cast corner and the lowest near the Ghiis, ranging from R.1 4a, 
to 8n,; vice rates wore from Rg.8 to Rs. 4, In tho revision the 
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vico rates remain the samo, and the dry-crop iange from R.1 8a, 
to half a rupee, Thovo are still six groups for dry-crop rates, 
fallmg fiom east to west as tho climate becomes unsuitod for 
that kind of tillage, and with due reference to market facilities, 
In the seventy-eight villages of tho fifth and sixth groups theso 
yates yemain as at present, These two groups show a decreaso 
in population and houses, which is attributed to the endeavour 
that has been made to put a stop to kumri, or ash-manure cul. 
tivation, tho question rclating to which is being re- considored. 
Notwithstanding this decrease, the number of agricultural cattle 
and caits in these tivo groups have been considerably augmented. 

The ten acres of gaiden Jand at the old survey havo now in- 
creased to 128, the old average of R.1 9a. 7p, rising to R. 1 Léa. 8p,, 


as follows :— 
Avorngo Rato, , 


Acres, Assosamont, Rew p 
Under wells . . 79 62 12 7 
Under channels . 44 179 4 0.9 
123 240 115 8 


Tho general iesult is shown in the statement below :— 
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The increase of Rs. 27,811 has arisen chiefly in the first three 
gioups of villages; in tho others, situated in tho wild country in 
the south and west, equal progress was naturally unattainable, 
Tho enhancement in some of tho villagea went beyond the limite 
laid down by Government in 1874, but was sanctioned ‘aa it was 
due to the assessment for the first time of wator advantages, 
which had not been taken ito proper account at the first settle. 
ment, Both in the newly-formed rice lands and those for which 
new water frcilities had been provided, no enhancement of rates 
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had been allowed. Land under old wells had its ratos reduced to 
within the maximum dry-crop rates of the several groups, and in 
order that the onhancomonts beyond the presoribod limits might 
not fall too heavily on the villagers, these wore divested to be 
lovied by degroes, as directed m the caso of Sampgion mentioned 
above, 

It will be seen that there ave sevorul of tho subdivision’ of this 
Collestorate which have still to come under revision, from the 
first settlement gumanteed for thirty yours not having exphed. 
The general result of the revision cannot, accordingly, be given 
for the whole Collectorate. There can be no doubt, however, that 
the remaining subdivisions will show equally favomable results 
with those already revised. 
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DHARVAR. 


Tun Dhérviy Collectorate lies between 14° 17’ and 18° 60! N, Loi. 
and 74° 48’ and 76° EB, Long. It contains about 4,500 square 
miles, with a population of about 195 to tho square mile, It lies 
ahove the Sahytdri range to the east of North Kanfrd, and. iv tho 
most southerly of the Bombay Collectorates. Itis about 110 milos 
long from north to south, and from forty to soventy broad from 
east to west, It is bounded on the north by Belgim ond Bijapur 
and the Ramdurg State, on tho cast by thg Nizim’s dominions 
and Belldii, in Madras, on tho south by Maisur (Mysore), and 
on the west by Bolgém and North Kanéri. It contains tho 
eleven subdivisions of Dhfiviy, Kelghajgi, Ifbli, Navalgund, 
Ron, Gadag (Gudduck), Karajgi, Bankfipur, Ildngul, Kod, and 
Rénebennur. 

Tho Peshvé, in 1817, under the treaty of Puna, agrood to edo 
teuitory in Hou of tho contingont ho was bound to maintain undor 
tho troaly of Bassoin, Paat of this territory consisted of Dhérvdy, 
Kusongal, about fifteon miles east of Dhirvir, and tho districts 
south of the Varda xiver, As il was considerod of importance 
to tako possession of thexo territories without delay, to facilitate 
the mojected operations against the Pindhdvis, Colonel (aftor- 
wards Sir Thomas) Munro, was appointed Commissionor of them 
with civil and military powors, Ho had accomplished his:purpose 
in the course of a few-months, and goon afterwards wrote to the 
Governor-General as follows :— 7 

“The hostile conduct of the Peshv4, and my presont situation 
in the middle of the Souther Mahrattas, where I havo an oppor- 
tunity of seeing a good denl of their civil and military govorng 
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ment, will, I hope, in somo degree excuse my addressing your. 
Lordship, The local situation of the Pina territories and the 
still remainiug influonee of the Peshvf, as the nominal head of 
the Muhratte States, make the overthrow of his Government’ 
perhaps tho most important of all the measmes that oan be 
adopted for tho safety of our own dominions, 

“The Mahratta Government from its foundation has boon one 
of the most destructive that ever oxisted in Indin. Ib vovor 
‘relinquished the predatory spirit of its founder, ShivAji, That 
spitit grew-with its power, and when its empire extended’ from 
the Ganges to the Kfveri this nation was little better that a 
horde of imperial thieves, All other ‘Hindu States took a pride 
in the improvement of the country and in the construction of 
temples, ponds, canals, and other public works, They did not 
seek their revenue in tho improvement of the country, but in the 
exaction of an established tribute from their neighbours and in 
predatory incursions to levy moro tribute. Though nov, fortu- 
nately, obliged to relinquish their claims, the wish to revive thom 
will never coaso but with the extinction of their power, A 
Government so hostile in its principles to improvemons and tran- 
quillity ought, if possible, to be completely overthrown, 

“Tt may be a matter of some difficulty to decide what ought 
to bo ostnblishod in its room, and whether the chiof of the Govern. 
ment should bo taken from among the relations of the Poshvé, or 
tho descendants of Shivéji, Before the ostablishment of the 
new stale it might be expedient to requiro the cession to the 
British Governmont of the provinces south of the Krishna, Tho 
provinces between the Varda and the Krishna avo not properly 
Mahyatta; though there is a considorable mixture of Mahrattas, 
the Kanarese form the body of the people. Tho Mahvatta estate. 
holders, or jégfvdars, and their principal servants aro in some 
measure considered as strangers and conquerors, The bast of 
the horse are in genoral Mahrattns, and ave no doubt attached 
to thelr ‘chiofs; but tho infantry in the forts and villages are 
moatly Kanarose, and aro ready to yicld 10 any power that will 
pay them. All the trading classes axe anxious for the expulsion 
of tho Mahratins, because they interrupt their trade by arbitary 
exactions, and often plunder them of their whole property, The 

2g * 
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hends of villages, a much moro powerful body than the commer. 
cial clags, ave likowiso very gencrally dosirous of being rolioved 
from the Mahratta dominion.” 

Tho former part of this letter is a true description of tho spirit 
of the Mahratta rule, « spirit which, manifesting itself in the frat 
instance in predatory excursions, culminated in the last Peshvé 
Bajirfo’s time in the far more deeply penetrating and lasting 
oppression of the revenue-farming system, a system which in its 
mischievous offects cut down to tho very root of the organization’ 
of agticultural society, and, through the grinding misery it brought 
about, induced habits of evasion and trickery which evory man 
found himself foreed to practise for his own protection, quite 
inrespectively of bow this might affect the intorest of his neigh. 
hour. . 

So it appenrs to have been in the Southern Mahratta coun. 
tty. The farm of a district was sub-let by villages or groups 
of villages, and the village farmers or managors, no longer guided. 
by tho paying power of those who held the Jand in distributing 
the superior farmer's demands over individual cultivators, but 
finding out what villagers were at enmity with cach other, om- 
powered whichever of them made the highest bid to collect the 
required'sum, This the latter proceeded tg do with no rogard to 
rights, privileges, or tonures, but simply with a view to his own 
intorost or according to his own caprice, It is not a mattor fox 
surprise, therefore, that bofore the advent of British rulo numbers 
of the ryots bad fled away to tho adjacent Mysoro torritorios, that 
yevenuo Accounts wero in a state of the utmosi confusion whoro 
they existed at all, that all rules sotéling the assessment had dis- 
appeared, and that hereditary disirich and village officors, taking 
advantage of the confusion, had appropriated large arons of Go. 
yernment land to which they had no right. 

On the mavagoment being inken ovor the assessments woto 
found to be in the utmost confusion, in addition to béing ox- 
ceedingly unequal both’ on wholo villages and individual ‘holdings. 
Nothing definito was on record as to tho contents of tho Intier, for 
the land measures were not measures of aren, bub seed, or bijudrt, 
mensures, thai is, tho estimated aren that a cortain quantity of 
seed was supposed to sow. The unit, alihough nominally the 
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same, yaried in area according to the supposed produotivencss of 
the land in each village. 

The late prevalence of Bijirdo’s farming system made the intro- 

duation of a rayadvdri, or individual soltlement, a mattor of great 
‘difficulty, The village accounts had either beon removed, or were 
deliberately kept back because they would have brought to light 
all kinds of ixvegularities on the part of the district and village 
officers. So much sugpicion was aroused in the minds of the Col. 
lectors by the manner in which the accounts were kept back; that 
arbitrary additions were made to the villago rentals, and called 
munisib jdsti, ox fitting enhancements, and the people were left to 
axrange their payment among themselves. These never appear to 
have been realised, however, It was soon found, from the evi- 
deneo of outstanding balances, that the assessments wore too 
high, and the Collector proposed that a frosh survey and settlo- 
ment should be at onco undertaken, As numbers of the culti- 
vators who had fled 10 Mysore and elsewhere to ascape Mahratta 
oppression had roturned on tho ro-establishmont of order, en- 
couragement was offered them to settle down to agriculture by 
tho offer of wasto lands on liberal leases (Jdols) ; and in the case 
of villages of which the rental had fallen by two-thirds, by the 
grant of tetéva (gindually inevcasing) rentals on still move favour- 
able conditions, Bulas these mensures, and tho advances of money 
(taluévi) made to tho agriculiurists to assist them in replonishing 
their stock, which had sulfered sovorely from a murrain among 
the cattle in the first two years of British administration, wore 
moro palliatives that did not go to the root of the matter, tho 
commencomont of a survey was authorised and reported to the 
Court of Directors in the ond of 1822, : 

Tho system of reyenue administration at tho commencement of 
our rule is stated in 2 Minute recorded by Mx. Mounistuart 
Elphinstone, after a tour in the Deccan, to have been for tho 
Collector to make tho annual village setttemonts (mojewdr) from 
such information as to prices of produce, former rentals, and the 
condition of the villages, as he could gather from his stipondiary 
establishmont and the horeditary district officers, ag well as to 
suporintend the distribution of the amount of the settlement in » 
fow instances over the individual landholders of the village com- 
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munity, Tho distribution in other cases was left to the MAmlat- 
days, checked by the Collector. Disputes arising with regard to 
this wore settled by the Panchayats, or arbitrators. Ryots wore 
required to give notice of their intention to throw up their lands, 
but their return to such as they might have improved was per- 
mitted on favourable ierms. Encouragement in the shape of 
advances and leases at Jow rates wes givon to improvements for 
inrigational purposes, Grazing land, with the exception of some 
portion reserved as gaocharan, or vancharat, for common pasturage, 
was sold annually. The distraint of implementa of husbandry for 
arrears of reyenue was not allowed. The ryots wero collectively 
responsible for balances of revenue, but their responsibility was 
only enforced under peouliar civgumstances. Balances of one yoar 
wore remitied before the fiat instalment of the noxt year’s reyonuo 
became due, ; 

Tho chiof tenure on which land was held was tho ofdéli (porma- 
nent or continuous), which was vory similar to tho vetd of Gujamt, 
The chéli was probably the land originally in tho holding of the 
principal ryots of a village, tho burden of fsscssment on which 
had been gradually increased by the imposition of cosses until it 
was found unbearable, Katyuta, or moderately vated land, was 
then added to this by way of make-weight,'and as tho nsscssmont 
on the chdli became honvier, mukta, 0 khand-mukta (land assossod. 
in the lump at low rates), or ddol (leased) land was added, so ag 
to admit of the assessmont on the overburdened portion boing 
mot. Of tho holding thus constituled no portion could bo thrown 
up unless tho whole wore abandoned. Owing to this systom of 
placing on assessment in the lump on a holding, and tho con- 
tinuous accretion of cosses on various accounts, all traces of tho 
original assossment had disappoared, and the data on which the 
annual settlements had to bo mado wore of the vaguest and most 
unsatisfactory character, Tho burdens of the ryots wore lightened 
by substituting takdet (cash advances) fox havdld, or orop-resign- 
ments, 10 monoy-lendors for loans, rostoring tho authority of 
village officers, stopping voxatious interference, provonting over- 
exactions, securing to people the benefit of their own improvements, 
allowing the revenue to be paid in good coin of any ourrency, and 
gyanting remissions in enso of failuro of crops, 
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Tho Qollector, in 1828, reported on tho system of revenue 
management in the district in terms similar to those in My, 
Hlphinstone’s Minute, quoted above. By this period, however, 
although the survey initiated by Mr. Thackeray, the first Collector, 
had only vory partially been made use of for the purpose of nsasess 
mont, the more exact system introduced had furnished. detailed 
information which onabled the settlements to be made year by 
Year with a somewhat greater approach to equity, although such 
inequality oxisted that large annual remissions had still.to be 
givon. These remissions were gianted for poverty, misfortuna, 
and many trifling causes, as well as for bad crops; but much that 
was given under ihe last head was really due to abuses in culti- 
vation, Unauthorized reductions given to poor landholders to 
induce them to continue their cultivation had thrown into their 
handg large quantities of land at nominal rents, which they could 
not cultivate properly, and which consequently nover produced 
full crops, Together with his measuremonts, Mr, Thackeray had 
introduced » partial revision of assessment in some places, It was 
enlled the taram assessment, and proved a failure in all but the 
subdivision of Bédfimi, In Béddémi the rovenue hai been low in 
consequence of the state of the country having beon disturbed, 
and the rates impostd wore light accordingly, In Navalgund 
peace and prosperity had led to Inge vonlisations, and the rates 
had consequently boen fixed so high that the people suffored 
sevorely, Theio had not been sufficient time to study thoroughly 
the productive qualities of the soil, and the incidence of former 
payments was tho only guide by which to regulate tho new agsess~ 
mont. Matters were made worse in this part of the country by 
tho excessively high quit-rents imposed. on the service lands of the 
yarious villago servants, They wore found in Béddmi to bo oven 
higher than the ordinary assessments on Government lands, the 
yosull, being that the duties of village headmen and accountants 
were inofliciently performed. 

In Sir J. ‘Maleolm’s Report on the” seus provalont in the 
Southern Mahratta country in 1880 notice is taken of these points, 
and. a liberal settlement of the claims of horeditary officors rocom- 
mended in the shape of per-centages on the revenue, with a view 
to give them a proper interest in advancing the prosperity of the 
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country, Tho grant of leases for the oncouragoment of cultivation 
in waste lands was also proposed to be left disoretional with the 
* Qollestors, on tho geneial principle that such liboral terms wero 
not to be given as to Jend tothe abandonmont of old for new 
land, 

In 1884, in a Report by the Sub-collector of Bagalkot, it is 
stated that the classification of Jands and assessments carried out 
in My, Thackeray’s survey wero found to be very defective, and 
had been greatly modified by the native officials, who foared on 
the one hand to displease the Collector, and on the other desired 
to conciliate the landholders with a view to keep up cultivation, 
Accordingly, when the Survey raised the rents, they lowored them 
on such pleas as poverty of the holders, imperfect cultivation, or 
other similar excuse; and when the revenuo fell short of formor 
payments, waste land at low rates was added on to the holdings 
so as to keep up the formor standard. This, of course, resulted, 
in the three subdivisions in which it was carriod out, in a patch. 
work assessment, the inequalities of which were much inorensed 
by the plan of continuing at reduced rents Inds which people 
were inclined to throw up in order to take advantage of the low 
rates ab which leases of waste lands wore offered. In the remain. 
ing subdivisions in which no revision was mad6, the old assessments 
were continuod, and added to the goneral inequality of tho rates, 
which necessitated the annual grant of large remissiona, 

‘When tho ve-introduction, on a now basis, of tho tara asscgs- 
mont was proposed by the Sub-collector of Bigalkot in 1885-86, 
in consequence of tho opposition excited in the previous year by a 
return to the old assessmonts, tho Principal Collector appears to 
have opposed it, and recommended a return to tho ofdli system, 
which he considered equivalont to the kididbandi of Gujardt, Ta 
advantages were that tho Ohilidarg could bo made responsible for 
deficiencies in the village revonues in xvoturn for the coremonious 
preference in tho community onjoyed by them, and thatrit gave 
tho privilego of cultivating alienated Iand, which eduld thus.be 
indivectly taxed, A general sanction was given to thesa pro- 
posals, How far they wore acted on dood not appear, but in the 
next year the agsistants to the Collector were direoted to under- 
take revisions in a fow villages by way of experiment preliminary 
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to a regular survey, At the same time certain proposals for an 
alteration of revenue instalments was approved. 

In 1840 My. Mills, the Gollector, wrolo objecting to the rayat- 
vivt systom for Dhdryér for various reasons, It neither gave 
permanency to the landed interests of tho country nor 10 the Go- 
vornment rovenue, but, on the contrary, encouraged fluctuations 
in tho latter, 2nd opened a door to all kinds of roguery, Govorn- 
moni reposed confidence in iho leading disirict ollicers, and these 
jn their subordinates, This resulted in an annual defalcation of 
revenue from false estimates being made of individuals’ cultiva 
tion, It was mischievous, because it led to slovenly tillage, as the 
ryots knew that Government would not press heavily on them, 
Evon in favourable seasons they ondeavoured by bribery to obtain 
low estimates of their crops, and comuption among native officials 
wal encouraged, as they knew tho annual sottlements depended on 
thoir estimates. The chili tenure was more adapted to native 
idons, nnd to serve both pubhe and private interests, as it orented 
a proprietary right in the soil, encouraged industry, and gave 
pormanence to tho yevenue, Village leases would remove many 
of the objectionable features of the system, in which tho continual 
throwing up of cultivated land was an evil of no ordinary mag- 
nitude, Tho principle of supporting rights and privileges in 
connection with cultivation had been entiiely lost sight of, and 
the original tenures of land in the Southern Mehratta country had 
beon overthrown, instead of being presorved, as they had been in 
Gujartt, Bndoavours should be mado to make the ryots interes 
thomsolves in the soil by establishing their payments on fixed 
principles, and theroby provent that constant fluctuation in culti- 
yation that was then soon, In time they would yecognize in the 
permanency of their payments a proprietary right, and, foeling 
secure in tho possession of their oultivation, solf-intorest would 
dictate the making of improvements tending to better their con- 
dition,’ Our assessmonts wero too heavy, and had dono serious 
injury to rights which only required to be cherished to have 
Hecome permanent and valuable. Augmented cultivation of land 
in all parts of India had diminished both the value of Jand and. 
the prices of produce, and to keep up the Jand-tax at the old rates 
could never consist with the depressed condition of the cultivators, 
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Th was truo that reckless expondituro on their part had something 
to do with that condition, but the ryot was in an infinitely better 
position in the hands of Pately than in thoao of Government, pro- 
vided that due caution was used in proportioning his assessment 
to his moans and tho valuo of his land, An hereditary title 
enhanced tho valuo of landed property, as in the case of the Ney. 
yidias in Gujardt, who had survived cxorbitant taxation, Patels 
in taking leases found security for their own rights, and, if ro. 
spectablo and possessed of capitel, would, in their dealings with 
their cultivators, proserve the utmost harmony, and bonofit both 
them and themselves by assisting the former to improve thoir 
cultivation. 

These arguments were meant to suppoit My. Mills’s idoa of 
leases to be granted in place of making rayatudst settlements, and 
in another lotter he wont orf to arguo on similar grounds for leagos 
of their holdings to ryots. He had great objections 1o any survoy 
at all; not that it wag not to bo depended on, but that it was cal- 
culated to mislead the Revenue offivera into placing a nominal and 
nota veal value on land, and if this was fixed the most harmful 
ebnaequonces must ensua. 

To this Report tho reply was, as it desorved to bo, crushing, ‘Tho 
statements were so vague that it was difficult to draw from thom 
what was really meant, or on what grounds dt was proposed to 
haso tho assessments, which it seemed would ronlly bo on the indi 
vidual ryot ond not on his land, Govornmont formed oxactly a 
contrary opinion to that of the Collector, and thought that what 
he urged amply proved tho nocossity for a systematic survey, 
Isolated attempis at reform by difforont officers on no setilod 
principles would do mova harm than good. According to tho pro- 
poaals submitted for the lense of thirty-nine villages, tho new 
assessment was a considerable inovease on tho old, in place of the 
eorease thet might have been expected from the dosoription givon 
of the system in force, and as this would boa strangq way to 
improve the condition of the villngos, tho proposed lease could not 
be sanctioned. ‘ 

From what was slated ina Report in tho following year from 
the same officer, his objection appeared. to be to an annual settle. 
ment with cach ryot, which was not the ronl moaning of arayaruder 
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sotilomont, Government again gavo the same answer, that the 
Collector's proposals were too vague for any orders to be passod 
on thom, Sanction fora regular survey had been applied for to 
the Government of India, and in tho meanwhile, although tempo- 
rary relief might be given, no binding engagements were to be 
entered into with regard to assessments. My, Mills soon after 
this left the service, 

Tn 1848, the year in which the now measmoments were com- 
menced preparatory to a revision of the assessments, gient irregu- 
larities wore found to have been permitted by My, Mills. ‘Tho 
Mémlatdéis had been allowed to give leases for the cultivation of 
waste lands, and had done go for as much as 39,000 acres. Culti- 
vation was still forced on the ryots, to whom ieceipt-books did 
not till then appear to have been supplied. When the garden 
land in two subdivisions had gone out of cultivation, the right to 
cultivate it had been put up to auction in place of lowering the 
rates, It was ovidently high time that o radical 1oform of the 
land revenue administration should bo commenced. 

Tho last evont that affected it to any great extent before the 
introduction of tho Survey settlements in 1848 to 1845, was the 
abolition of the system of granting Adéols and wséded leases, leasos 
with fixed and rising rentals, which had beon found to be attended 
with many evils, * 


HUBLI. 


In 1844 an experimental sottlemont on the principles of tho 
Revenue Survey had been introduced into thirty villages of the 
Hubli subdivision, and in 1845 a Report was submitied for the 
donfirmation of this and its extonsion to seventcen more villages 
of thp same subdivision. Thore was found to bo a groat difference 
of climate between villages situated onthe plain and among tho 
hil, and evon betweon the hilly and plain portions of the same 
villages. ‘The 16d soil of the hilly and their neighbourhood 
‘required more frequent showers in consequence of its not retaining 
moisture, while tho black soil of the plains did ictain it, and 
thereforo did not requixe so"much rain. The former thus only 
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produced monsoon crops of bdjri and early javdri, with inferior 
rico raised under tanka formed by throwing dams across small 
valleys, Tho black soil produced cotton, gram, wheat, linseod, 
and other Inte or spring crops, and required a different kind of 
husbandry. The red was easily ploughed up, and required little 
more expense to break up from waste than land already under 
cultivation ; but ihe black, aftor lying waste fod some time, 
became overgrown with grasses, which had to be eradicated " 
hand at great expense and with much Inbour, 

Tho markot of ELWLli was one of the best in the Southern Mah. 
ratte country. Its export trade in cotton was extensive, and ils 
imports of salt, British manufactured goods, &e., considerable. 
On these two criteria the thirty villages woro thrown into three 
groups for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment, Tie first 
group included seventeen villages, which cither Iny amoung the 
hills and enjoyed an amplo rainfall, or were closo to Hubli, and 
had the advantago of a good market for the sale of their produce. 
The second group contained ten villages, which skirted the hills, 
and therefore had a less certain rainfall, or weze rather more dis- 
taht from the market, The third group included threo villages 
in the plain at a distance from the hills, having o scanty and pre- 
carious rainfall, The maximum dry-crop rates of the threo groups 
wore fixed respectively at Ra, 2, Rs. 14, and Rel}. 

The gardeu lands in these villages only amounted to sovonty-soven 
nores, and wore assessed a4 rates varying from Rs. 5 i Rs. 2 per 
nore according to depth of wator, the amount of its supply, dis- 
tance from villago, &e., tho maximum aren assigned to each wator- 
bag of a woll being threo acres. Tho nature of tho soil not boing 
80 important a factor in fixing tho relative valuo of garden as 
of dry.crop lands, thore wore only threo classes instead of tho 
nine of tho latter, The 1ico lands amounted 10 rather over 400 
acres, and the variety of rico giown being inferior, the ratos avere 
not much heavier than in, dry-crop lands, or from Rs, 8 ‘tod, i, 
according to situation for certainty and abundance of whter-supply. 

The seventeen villages subsequontly included in the settlement 
were all near Hubli, andj placed in the fivst group for assoss- 
ment, The general result of the revision in the thirty villages 
was nominally to inerease the area of cultivation by 1,889 novos, 


att 
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but the increase was in reality much greater, as notice had been 
givon of intention to relinquish about 2,000 acres, which were now 
retained, Tho rental of Government land was lowered by 
Bs, 6,864, more than'half of which was recovered in the first 
year through increased cultivation. In the forty-seven villages 
the revenue on the cultivated avea in the year of settlement, 
according to the system in force, was estimated at Rs, 88,326, 
inclusive of consolidated cesses, which left a margin of Rs. 8,674 
to be made up out of the maximum assessment according to the 
udéw rates; inclusive of assessed waste, ‘ 
The result in the three groups of the 80 villages was as fol- 
lows :— 
Assessment 20 Years’ Survey Compmied Oomparod 
of 1842-48, Avorago,  Rontal, with 1842-28, with 20 Yonrs. 
Ra. Ra, Rs Rs. Rs 
1st group 8,585 10,897 8,778 + 248 —1,619 
Qnd group 12,783 18,689 14,757 +2,054 +1,118 
8rd group 9,640 10,286 11,874 + 896 +1,188 
Tt must be vomembered that the Survey rentals, as heva given, 


ave inclusive of the assessment on arable wasto. 
* 


NAVALGUND, 


At tho sano time proposals were submitted for the revisioh of 
the soventy-cight villages of the Navalgund subdivision. The 
soil in theso was roported to bo of very uniform quality. In the 
moro westorly villages the rainfall was heavier and more cortain 
than in those to the eastward. Thoro was no large market town 
in tho subdivision, but talc genorally tended westwards, so that 
tho villages in that direction possessed a slight double advantage, 
Gyont difficulty had been found in keeping up cultivation by 
auch expedients as throwing in rent-free lands into holdings by 
way of make-woight, and the assessment was very unevon. Some, 
of the worst villages had nominally paid the lowest rates, but 1s 
the y ryots hela much more land than they could mannge properly, 
tho assessment had really been high, 

Por the purposes of the new assessment tho villages were divided 
into thiee groups: (1) twenty-five of the most wosterly with the 
most certain vainfall, about equal in general rent-paying capa 
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bility to the third group in Hébli, on which they bordered, with 
a maximum dry-crop rate of R,1 ba, (This was an anna higher 
than the Hubli rate for the corresponding group, to allow for a 
slight oven-ostimate of tho value of the black soil in the latter.) 
This rate gavo an average of 1én, an acro; (2) forty villages 
more to the east, with a less sure rainfall, ai a maximum of 
R1 Qu," giving an average of 18a, an acvo; and (8), twolvo 
villages lying farthest to the east and with tho smallest rainfall 
at amoximum of BR, 1, which gave an average of L1ja, Tho ono 
villagé remaining out of the sevonty-cight was transforved to tho 
second group of Hubli, at R. 13 per acre, 

The general result of these proposals was an averago rato of 
18a. 5p. an acre over the whole area, and a total assessment of 
Rs, 1,48,820, This was an increase over the average of tho first 
fourteen years of British rule of Rs, 24,256, of Ra, 10,476 over 
that of the last ton yenrs, and of Rs, 88,704 ovor that on tho oul. 
tivation of 1848-44, Notwithstanding this large apparent in. 
crease, the rates per nore in reality showed n large reduction from 
R.1 1040, which was as nearly tho averago, old asscasment as 
eduld be ascertained from ihe confused accounts procurable. 
Thore was thus no reason to fear that land would romain uncul. 
tivated: if thoie was a nominal roduction pf tho aroa under tho 
plough from the abolition of tho mischievoys custom hithorto 
prevalent of forcing paupers to hold land, the receipts of revenue 
would be much, tho samo, as that class of pooplo soldom paid 
their vents, and it would bo bettor to got rid of thom. 

In making theso proposals a reform was introduced in tho 
method of fixing the revenuo instalments. Tho date of tho first 
was postponed in ILibli from the 15th Novembor, and in Naval. 
gund from tho 18th Docombor to the 15th January in both casos, 
and as ently crops prodominatod in tho formor and Inte in tho 
Jatitor, there wore to be four equal instalments in tbl to make 
up the whole, whilo in Navalgund they wore to be divided into 
two of 8a, and tivo of Ba, each, so ns 40 allow ample timo for tho 
realisation of the ryot’s crops. "ave 

In sanctioning theso proposals Government drew attention to 
the necessity of not irritating the people by departing from tho 
existing boundaries of fields in order to form conyoniont Survoy, 
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numoers with regular boundaries, and suggested that in pro- 
posing rovisions of assessment the criteria of prices of produco 
should be prominently noticed. 


DAMBAL, 


In 1846 the subdivision of Dambal came under revision, A 
differencerin climate and soil: divided this tract of country, which 
lies to the east and south-east of Navalgund, into two well-defined. 
portions, and two groups for maximum rates of dry-crop assess- 
ment were accordingly proposed, viz. one of sixty villages at 
R.1 2a., and the other of twenty-six villages at Ril. The 
goneial character of the county was very similar to that of the 
northern and central paris of Navalgund, where the revised rates 
gavo an average of 11a. dp. per acre on dry-crop Innds. From 
the accounts of sixty-four villages (excluding twenty-one which 
had been held on lease for some years, and m which the revenue 
records were consequently imperfect) average collections hed 
been deduced, of 10a. 5p. for twenty years, of 10a. 10p. for ten 
years, and of Lia. 1Dp. for oight years, and afforded some kind 
of guide’to the proper standard of assessment for the future. 

Tho principal markots wero the towns of Gadag and Betgeri, 
which almost form one, The chiof exports of the district wore 
wheat and cotton, Thero was little garden or rice land, and 
for these the samo rates wee proposed as for Hubli and Naval- 
gund, 

The offect of the proposed rates would probably be a reduction 
of Ra, 8,000 or Ra, 9,000 in the revenue for the current year, but 
the prospective result, when the waste Jand was taken up, would 
be an increase of about Rs,80,000 over the average collections 
of the last five yours, and of Rs. 20,000 over those of the last 
year. ‘rhe collections of the latter year having been Rs. 99,580, 
and the full Survey assessment Rs, 1,40,000, the eventual inerease 
would be about 40 per cent, In a short sketch of the revenue 
history of the distriot given in this Report it was stated that at 
the commencement of British rule the Madras rayatudri syatem 
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was introducod, and lensos were frooly given by tho Collector to 
encourngo immigration. Mr. Thackeray's survey followod in 
1825-26, but little chango was made in consoquence, Our 
managemont had been fairly liboral, and population had ateadily 
increased, Tho ryots in the noighbouring country of the Nizim 
had houses in both territories, and moved from one to the other; 
the advantages of British rule were approciatod, 

Tho quantity of land in cach man’s possession being uncortain 
acted as a check on the developmont of the country, Up to tha 
faminé yoar of 1882-83 (Tasli yen 1242) no improvemont was 
apparent, but tho aven of cultivation was probably systematically 
under-rated, Sinca then, howover, the aren had steadily increased, 
and many of the ryots were independont of monoy-lenders, 
Prices of produco had fluctuated considorably, but the genoral 
standard had not altored much sinco wo had had the country till 
within the last fow years, in which it had fallon, Thore was no 
doubt on tho whole that the country would bo groatly benofitod 
by the introduction of a sysiumatic and woll-considerod schema 
of assessment, The proposed revision was approved by Govorn- 
urent. 

In 1847 & most oxtraordinary proposal was made by the Col. 
lector, My. S. Mansfield, Ryots who had clyims against Govorn» 
ment on account of ovor-payments wore to be told to recovor thom 
from others who owed money to Government, This was not tho 
only moasuie of this officer that Government hnd to disapprove. 
Ho had laid down rules for the entry of ryote’ names in Survey 
fields, which amounted to 2 most arbitrary intorforonea wilh tho 
rights of property, Jor instance, if of a numbor containing forty 
aeres one man held thirty-five, tho wholo was ontered in his name, 
Té he hold twonty-oight and anothor man iwolve, thirly would ba 
entored in the name of the former and ton in that of the latlor. 
If he held twenty-two and two othors nino cach, tho former's 
name would be centered in twonly and those of tho others fn ton 
each, ‘The names of motp than four mon wore nob {o bo ‘nllowed 
in one field for fear of confusing the accounts; if there were moro, 
those excluded might be allotted land in neighbouring fields. 
Theso arrangoments wore to be mado with as much consideration 
towards the people as practicable. A chéli ryot would seldom 
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lose a field in carrying thom out, and if he did, it would only 
happen because he was a pauper and had only a few acr a3 of land. 
Finally, all who had lost or thrown up fields because the land had 
been split up among different Survey numbers were to be offered 
wasta fields, and only after they had selectod what they wished 
were other such fields to be offered to the public. If seyeral 
people wished to havé tho same field, lots might be.cast for it, 
All these proposals were yery properly negatived. 


oS 


‘ BANKAPUR. 


The revision of Dambal was followed by that of Banképur in 


1846-47. The area of cultivation in this subdivision was shid to. 


have been “long declining, and. more than half of the arable land, 
70,000 out of 122,000 aores, was waste. Tho western portion of 
tho tract as it approached tho Ghits had the most certain and 
-abundant rainfall, The chief market for its produce, Dhundshi 
in Hubli, was also in the west, and the tvnffic of cotton, of which 
there were about 50,000 acres cultivated, tended wostwards 
towards the port of Kumpta, Tox those several roasons thé 
villages were grouped for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment 
in four zones, tho first, of fifteen villages, on the western border, 
ata maximum of R,1 120, and the other three, of fifty-five, 
thirty-six, and thirty-one villages respectively, to the eastward of 
this, ab maxima of R.1 8a., R. 1 Ga. and R.1 4a, These gave an 
average of 18a, as against one undor the old rates of R.1 Qa, 8p, 
‘The rates on rice and garden lands were also considerably lowered. 
in the former where it was under tanks from Rs, 14 6n, to about 
Ra10. . This would make on immediate reduction in the revenue 
of about one-third. 4 

* The flourishing condit‘on of the country under the Anagoonda, 
dynasty was proved ay Whe dams that had been thrown across 
the Tungbhadra river for irrigation purposes. A subsequent 
excellent survey was mado, but came to an end in 1568, Tho 
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varying qualitics of tho land had been provided Lor by the size of 
tho land measures, but these had. been gradually rondored useless 
by the cesses imposed under Mussulman rule, and Béjirdo’s farm- 
ing system obliterated all semblance of oitler, Some mensure- 
ments had been made at the commoncement of British rule, but 
no revision of nssessment undertaken, Tho necounts had fallen 
intw such confusion us to bo useless for seltloment purposes, In- 
clusivo of grazing tax and othor miscollaneous receipts, the Survoy 
rental compared with former years’ assessmonts as follows :— 


‘Villagos of which! 
On Graving- Accounts woo Total. 
Cultivation, tnx, &o. not porfool, 
Rs. Res, Rs. 
Average of 28 years 77,406 1,956 10,707 90,069 


Average of 5 yenrs 


to 1888-84. . 68,289 1,508 10,707 75,405 
Average of last 12 
years» . =. (76,188 2,188 10,707 89,088 


Average for 1845-46 71,820 4,088 10,181 86,089 


e 

‘The total Survey assessment, inclusive of that on arable waste, 
came to Bs. 1,15,000, which, as the waste extended to atiout half 
tho subdivision, waa n large reduction on tho existing rontal, 
‘These proposals, which provided for the absorption of the sheop- 
grazing and fruit-treo tnxes, and included all levies hitherto mado 
in kind by village and district hereditary oflicors, wore sauctionod 
by Government, . 





RANIBENNUR—HANGAL—TARAS, 


In 1847-48 proposals Wore submitted for the subdivisions of 
Rénibennur, Wéngal, and tho ‘Taras division of Hubli. 4 
Rénibennur is situated in tho exireme south-east of the:@ol- 
lectorate, Its chmate is similar to that of the Karajgi divigion 
of Bankipur. Its revenue history is the samo as thatrof ithe 
“4 ome 
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country already mentioned, and its condition up to 1847-48 had 
80 deteriorated that the area under cultivation and revenue were 
actually less than at the introduction of Buitish rule. If its re- 
sources had increased, it was from tho cultivation of alienated, 
land, which was not permitted under native rule except to ryots 
holding a sufficient proportion of heavily-nssessed Government 
land. The latter had mdeed gone out of cultivation, while the 
former had been proportionately more resorted to. It was the 
only thing that had enabled the people to bear their burdens. 
They wore, in fact, as poor’a class as any hitherto reported on. 
The inequalities of rating were so great that the proposed rates 
would bring down the revenue of one village from Rs, 1,200 to 
Rs, 154, and of another from Rs. 850 to Rs, 140. 

The: total area of 180 villages was 278,286 acres, of which 
69,025 were alienated. Of the balance of 209,261 acres, the arable 
area was estimated at 190,000. For the first eight years the aren 
cultivated was tolerably steady, but in 1829-80 it began to fall 
off. Leases were freely given, but no increase took place in the 
revenue till 1889-40, when the leases fell in, and it reached its old 
standard, 'The leases were then not renewed, and. it fell off until 
‘the prospect of the Survey sottlement induced people to tnko up 
land again. The average rates for the first cight years were 
shown by the accounts to have been R.1 da, Sp. per acre; in tho 
socond period, from 1829-80 to 1888-89, 1éa.; and in the last 
eight years, when cultivation’ ateadily declined, R.1 5a. 7py or 
deducting ixrigated land, R.1 4a, 4p, 

The Rénibennur villages were about on ® par as regards climate 
and markets (the chief of these were the towns of Rénihonnur 
and Byfdgi) with the villages of the third and fourth groups in 
Bankipur. It was proposed to group them for maximum dry- 
crop rates into two classes, at the same standard as the latter, viz., 
one of forty-four villages ab R.1 6a, and the other of eighty-six 
at RB. 1s4a, These were calculated 10 give a general average of 
1044. on 190,000 acres of arable land, and one of 18a, or 2a. lower 
than in the middle period between 1829-80 and 1889-40, on the 
cultivated area, In garden land the assossment had been very 
unequal, in some cases ranging as high as Rs. 40 an acre, and in 
others little higher than in dry-crop land. The avcrage was esti- 
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mated ab about Rs. 8, which would be reducad to Ra, % by the 
adoption of the gammo-maxima of ‘Ra, 15. for Innda undor tanks, 
oS which were much. silted up; and ‘Ra, 8 for lands under well,’ ns 
those proposed for Banképur. Of rico thero wero only 200 ov 
800 nerves, aud in’ this'n proposed maximum of ‘Rs. 8 would give 
fin average of Rs. 2% as against Rs. 8}, tho estimated averngo 
andor the ola syatem, Tho produco of quit-rents on alionnted 
‘Inna for oight years had boon Rg, 80,597, an average of 14ja., 
and would not he much reduecd by the Survoy yates, in oxcoss of 
“which, nocording to rulo, assessmont vould not be imposdd, 

The total Suryoy assessmoné on all lands, inclusivo of ‘arable 
waste, would be about Rs, 1,380,000, and would comparo with 
“previous revenue as follows :— ; 

_ In excess of the average of twenty-seven esis collections by 
59 per cont, ; 
“In excess of the. average of nine years! collections up. to 
1828-29 by 87 por cent. ” E 
“In excess of tho avorage of ton years’ collections up to 1888-39 
by 92 per cent. ° : 
In excess of the avorage of sight years’ collections up. to a 
1846-47 by 88 per cont, a 
Tn excess of revonue of 1845-46 by 88 pot oarit, e, 


“In the Héugal subdivision garden and vico Tands wore of mush 
irene importance than those dovdted to dry crop, the proportion 
being about two-thirds of tho former and one-third of the latter. 
‘The variations of climate wore grent, In tho mor weatorly villages 
the heaviness of tho rainfall rondered the land for the most part, 
nif for dry-crop-cultivation, and that of. rico predominated.’ 
istake hadl been mado.in the ‘classification of fftcon Bankiép) y 
ages through this not: having beoti sufficiontly attonded 0): as 
‘been found that tho most i injurious offedts of excossive ‘pedn. 
“weie perceptible in. the best dry-crop soila, from their efose 
-tuve'preventing: quick’ dininage. Waking this. civeumsten' 
Rooounit, ® reverse. process. to that. in tho ‘subdivisions alre 
don was adopted in Héngal, and: the’ groups: 
ma: Were’ antanged from. east: to woat in plate 
Pot the first TOUpy OF. thirty-six villawent tiie 
















pe 



























"DHLARYA, 





“to he B 1, ‘Sas ; for the second, of thirty-one villages, Rl Ba. Bp. 
for the -third, of. fifty villages, of 15a, ; and ‘for the fourth, of 
forty-three villages, which wore close to the Kanara jungles, 
“L0o, 6p. The estimated average rates in the four classes according 
. to these. maxima came respectively to R. 1, lla. 90, and ba, as 
“against R. 16a. 4p., ‘da. 9p., 5a. Lp., and 84, 10p, under the: old: 
_ system, A large increase of dry-crop cultivation was anticipated. 
dn the. two formey, but not in the two latter groups. For rico new 
Yates were proposed, giving an average of Rs. 2 8n..0n the arable 
area, ond Rs, 2 2a. on cultivation, a reduction of about 7 per cont. 
on the old rates, Garden lands were assessed: highly and very. 
unevenly, ‘some supdrt (betel-nut) gardens. paying as muchas 
Rs, 80, and. Rs. 40 per acre, exclusive of hereditary officers’ fees, 
. the average being Rs. 18 15a, In these a maximum of Rs, 20 for 
gardens under good tanks to one of Rs. 5 for those under wells, 
which, were. now proposed, were calculated to give an average of 
Re, 18 da. por acre, a reduction of about one-third, The general, 
result would be a reduction of about 25 per cont. below thé revenue | 
of the preceding year ; but the total assessmont on the arablo ayen, 
-dnglusive of waste, was calculated to be 62} per cent, beyond the; 
co nrertige of the last two. years, and 74 above the. revenu 
1846-47." Tho rt of quit-rent ou alienated lands was a6 h 
‘Rye da. Bp, agagainst Léa. 6p, of. the ' Survey) -that.:th 
-Rotilement would result.in but a‘slight decrease of assess! 
‘Tho population of the subdivision, inabiting small’ and: thi 
populated villages, was reported not to have increased much under ' 
ish sulo, but to, be on the whole. better off than in the rest: of 
@. Collectorate, - Fluctuations, of revenue had. not -been 
quent, showing. that, the assessmoné: as a, whole had not .heen'ex- i 
‘,co8sivo,,, The situation “was favourable, as. there were many.good: 
torke, and tha rainfall: was generally plentiful; but though the 
sesule of.British administration-on the whole had. been fairly good, - 
“othe burdens of individuals,hod ‘been vexty ‘unequally distributed: . 
J Ag. in’ the ease: of Hingal, the land under irrigation in.the 
division, of Hubli ‘was -of far more importance thai; that | 
st day-drop cultivation; the vice assessment in the year of -| 
nt-.was Re, 411,216: 6,959 of -dry-crop.. There’ were 
~ on few: adtes of: garden: land. in- three villages, ‘The: veyenue 
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had boon generally ateady, owing {o the rogularity of the rainfall 
and tho large proportion of imgated land. Population and oul- 
tivation would no doubt havo increased but for tho provalonco of 
small-pox and cholera, which carried off Iargo numbers of people. 
The markets for the disposal of produco wore tho sumo as thoso 
of the northern villages of Ufngal, Tho fitty-four villages were 
‘divided into four groups for maximum dry-crop rates on tho 
samo climatic considerations, only ono in the first class at R. 1 8a, 
twenty-four in the socond, nineteen jn tho third, and ign at the 
lowest, at gradually lowered. rates. 

The average assessments, according to tho old and new systoms, 
were as follows, those in the latter boing on the total arablo area 
and those in the former on that under cultivation :— 


Old Syatom, Now System 


Ria py Ra a op 
First group. =. . 11510 1 20 
Second , . ‘ . 010 6 011 6 
Thrd , . .« . O 811 07 0 


Fonth, . . «029 %0850 


In rice lands about half tho area was waste, Tho old averago 
was Rs,8 4a, 5p. an acre, about Sn, in oxcoss of that in Héngal, 
Tho prices of tho produce of irrigated Innd ‘oro 10 pox cont, 
highor, and the proposed maximum was accordingly half a rupee 
higher, which resultod in an avorage of Rs, 2 2n, on arablo nron 
and Ry, 2 4a. on cultivation, a reduction of rboul 80 per cont, on 
ourrent assessment, The garden maximum was fixod at Rs, 10 on 
superior and Rs.5 on inforlor descriptions. The total revised 
assossment gave an increxse of 84 per cent, on tho average collec. 
tions of twenty-two years and of 86 per cent, on those of 1846-47, 
tho immediate result being a diminution of 19 por cent, on tho 
yxovenue of Government land, tho quit-rent on elionations varying 
but very little, All the proposals roooived tho sanction of Govorn- 
mont; these included a rectification in the Banképur villages 
noticed above, 

In this year, notwithstanding the unfavourable nature of thé 
Seagon, an increase in cultivation of £1,096 acres rao reported, 
and, of this about 26,000 in Navalgund alone. AltHou hithih 
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might be partly seb down to greater accuracy of mensurement, 1t 
spolto well for the success of the new Survey assessments. Orders 
were given to place all irrigation tanks, on which so much revenue 
depended, specially in charge of the Executive Engineer of the 
district, Tho plantation of trees was reported. to be incroasing 
in consequence of tht abolition of the tax on fruit-trees, and it 
was no longer found necossary to force cultivation, the difficulty 
being to prevent people taking up mote than they could manage 
properly, The system of writing off the balances of every year 
by the commencement of ths next was disapproved, as tending to 
induce to deliberate non-payment mm hope of obtaining final 
remissions, 





KOD—DHARVAR—MISRIKOT, 


In the next year proposals were submitted and sanctioned for 
the revision of the assessments in the subdivisions of Kod and 
Dhérvar, and of the Misrikot petty division of Hubli. 

Kod was the most southerly portion of the Collectorate, and 
lay along the Tungbhadra river on the borders of Mysore (Maisur), 
Sinco dhe commencemont of British rule many people who had 
fled to Mysore had returned and population had slowly increased. 
Their chief subsistence had beon derived from the cultivation of 
alionaied, land, nearly all of which had fallen waste, the rates of 
Government land having been so heavy, and discase having been 
go provalent, that actually a smaller area was under cultivation 
than twonty years before the settloment, at which period only 
one-sixth of the arablo avon was under tillage. Captain Wingate 
Pelieved that the whole would have beon waste if it had not been 
for the alienated land which the cultivators could resort to. The 
whole country presented a wretched and poverty-stricken appenr- 
anod, although it was evident, from thg remains of reservoirs and 
othor signs, that it had once been populous and flourishing, 

Tho climate of Kod varied considerably in different parts. The 
villages in the south-west had a good rainfall, which decreased in 
others that lay more to the north and east, Cultivation, except 
that of the chilli in a particular tract of country, was slovenly, 
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The chief markets woie those of Byédgi in Rénibennur, and 
Chikkorgy and Tilvalli within the limits of Kod, buf chillies, raw 
sugar aud cotton wero exportod in considorablo quantitios to 
Madras and Kumpta for the Bombay morket, The country was 
divided for maximum dry-erop ratos into four groups: the first of 
thirty villages, at R..1 6a.; the second, of 134, ab R.1 da.; tho 
third, of sixty-four, ab R, 1; and the fourth, of soventcon, at 12a, 6p. 
The averages of old and new rates compared as follows :— 


‘ Old Systom. Sm voy System 
Re m& D Rs, a pe 
Firsb groups... 1 2 0 012 0 
Second ,, . » ». 14 8 Oll 0 
Thnd , . . « O16 2 09 0 
Fomth, . . . 0 8il 070 


The total dry-crop assessment, inclusive of waste Jand, would 
under the now ites be R. 1,19,080, whereas tho old realisations 
only ainountod 10 Rs, 88,588. 

In 11c0 lands, owing chaofly to the noglectod stato of tho tanks, 
only, about 6,000 out of 20,000 gores woe under cultivation; it 
was pioposed to reduce ihe average mle fiom Rs.8 la, Op. to 
Rs.2 In gaiden land the averngo had becn Rs. 8 9a 8p,, and 
that of tho new rates proposed came to Rs. 6 82, the maximum 
rates being tho samo as elsowhore, Rs, 15 for land undor tanks and 
Ra.§ for that undor wolls, ‘The goncinl result of tho rovision 
would be an immodiato reduction of Rs, 28,000 in tho revenue, 
In the rovision a now system of water-clnssification was adoptod 
for Jands in which sugar-cane was occasionally raised as well as 
rico, depending on the gronter or less certainty of tho supply for; 
the superior kind of crop, 

An example of this plan is subjoined :—~ 








BP 
X 1otors to the olass of soil, and 4/ to that of wale ga B : 
aw 
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Sor, OnassEs. Water OLasses. 
Shme, Value. . Share, Valo. 
First. 1) 16 annas, Second . 1 2annas, 
Sceoond . 8 42 = ,, Third a 
Third . 1 12, Pomth . 2 8 y 
Pourth . 1 10 ,, Wfth eB a 
_— =, Sixth . 1 6 , 
6 8 , * -—t 
panes 6 a4 y 


Averngo soil class 18'4 ,, 
Average water class 4, 


As the value of rice Innd with first class wate: was estimated 
at four times that of land with the aixth, or lowest class water, in 
this instanco the soil annas would be mcieased in the proportion 
of four to ax. 

Por 186 villages in the Dhiivdr subdivision seven gioups, 
vanging from a maximum of Ra. 2 da, to one of La., were proposed, 
chiofly on climatic considerations, In the noith the open black- 
soil plain was well suited fo. the cultivation of cotton and dry 
crops, while towards the south, as the Kanaia jungles ate ap- 
proached, rice pielominated and dry ciops were confined to the 
light-soiled uplands, The town of Dhérvar itself was the chief 
market. Under British rule the subdivision had generally pro- 
spered, although cultivation, if it had not declined, had romained ; 
stationmy, It fell off steadily for the first eight yenrs, fio 
1828 to 1883, subscquontly 10 tho introduction of Mx. Thackeray's 
Monsurements. In tho nme yoms ending in 1842 tillage spread 
in consequence of remissions and leases being given and the 
assessments being on tho whole lighter; but im the next three 
years it again inpidly decreased, In 1848, finally, it rose again, 
owing t¢ the anticipated revision of assessment. The average 
rates undor the old and new sj stems contrasted as follows :—~ 


Ayorago under Average under 
Group. Old Systom, Now Syetom. 
Re a p % Ra. a. p 
1. . 2 110 190 
2. . 112 1 160 
8. » 1 64 150 
a. . 014 0 010 6 
5. , 09 8 0 8 6 
6. .« 06 2 0 7 6 
vay . 08 4 0 6 6 
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The average in rico lands for twonty-three yenrs had been 
Rg, 8 8a. 7p. and the proposed maximum of Rs, 8 gavo ono of 
R.2 10a, Rice cultivation was confined ih the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, and seventh groups, and about half its aren waa lying 
waate in eqnsequonco of over-nssessmont, For tho gardon lands, 
which were of small rea aud generally dovoted to tho raising of 
vegetables for tho tho Dhérvdy market, the same maximum, rates 
as in Kod, giving an average of RB. 5,8 against ono of anther over 
Rs. 8 under the old system, were proposed. 

The new proposals on the wholo énused an immediate reduc. 
tion of about Rs, 40,000 on the revonuo of the previous year, but 
the full Survey rental, inclusive of that on waste, Ra, 1,285,000, 
showed an increase of 24% per cent. above tho collestions of the 
twenty-five years ending with 1848, and ono of 26} poi cont, 
above thoso of the five years onding with 1845-46, 'Tho climate 
in the Misrikot division of Hubli, for the 100 Government villagos 
of which new rates wero also proposed, was almost too damp for 
the cultivation of dry crops, but they wero grown in the villages 
along the eastern border, Tho total aroa of dry-crop land was 
about 76,000 acres, of which only 14,500 were undor cultivation 
at an avernge of 10a, 6p. deduced from the returns of tho last: 
five years. 

It was proposed to divido it into four groups with maximum 
yvatos ranging from 2.1 ba, 10 10a, 6p, giving an avornge of 
Ga. 4p. The rico lands coverod an ron of about 15,000 neres, 
and although not excessively ovor-nsaessed, na in other parts of 
the Collectorate, had not boon asufficionlly lightly ratod to 
encourage extonsion; its averago assessment had beon Rs. 2 11n,, 
which the proposed maximum rate of Rs, 6 waa to bring down to 
R.2 ln, There was no Government garden land in the division, 
but if any were discovo.ed in those parts which had relapsed into 
jungle, the same maximum yates would be applied as in Kod. 
The full Survey rental of Rs. 62,000 exceeded tho nveragoeollao- 
tions of twenty-cight yoars by 873 por cont, and that of the fvdr 
years ending with the same yoar by 764, ‘Tho change batwoon., 
that time.and the present is shown by tho fact that for, adie 

: years before 1848 wild elophants used to do a gront donk}. of 
damage to the crops in Misrikot. 


’ 
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On tho question beitg mooted as to whether collections 
thade in Bankfpur in the year of settlement beyond the Sur- 
vey assessments should be refunded or not, Government 
directod their refund. The sub-letiing of land by, Survey occu- 
pants was also ordered not to be interfered with. An increase 
of 88,908 acres in cullivation as a result,of the revision was 
reported. 

Tho Survey revision of the Dhirvir Collectorate was completed 
‘hy the settlement of twenty-nine villages in the subdivision of 
Dambal, including eighteen’ of the Mulgund Mahél, which had 
lately lapsed, 

In theso.villages no accounts of former assessmonts were forth- 
coming on which to base the revision, but the same rates were 
adopted as in the neighbouring villages of *“Navalgund, Hubli, 
and Dambal, Tho ola yates had been nominally high, but had 
never been realised. except in very good scasons, and remissions 
were given annually of from 2a, to 12a, in the rupee, according to 
the state of the crops, so that the ryots were at the mercy of the 
Rovenue officers, »Tho former were not allowed to give up any 
part of their holdings, and were forced to increase them when they 
apparently had the means of doing so, Something like the chélt 
tenure prevailed, and every expedient awas put-in force to keep up 
the nominal area of cultivation short of disabling the tenants fiom 
continuing to farm at all. 

The two groups proposed for maximum rates of dry-crop 
Assessmont wore one of thirteon villages at R.1 5a., and a second 
of fifteen, near Mulgund and the Tungbhadra river, at B.1 2. 
while one village in tho north-east of Dambal had a rate of RB, 1, 
Tho samo rates for garden land wore adopted as in the rest of tho 
Qollectorate. The settlement caused an increase from Rs, 41,270 
to Re, 51,080, or 28 per cent., and there remained still 13,297 acres 
of waste land, assessed at Rs. 6,670, to be brought into culti- 
vation! 

The following statement shows the seat of the Survey settle- 
ments in the entire Collectorate from the year of their intro- 
duction in Hiibli up to four years after their completion in 
1850-61 »— 
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Romie: Sums for Balances 
Yoav. Aron Rontal, slous. Collection, Outstanding. 
Acros, Rs. Re, Rs. Ra, 


1848-44 887,698 11,7489 52,574 W2lecs 10,189 
1844-45 870,820 11,07,602 44,250 10,068,248 9,084 
1845-46 505,879 10,80,883 1,85,201 " 9,54162 6,008 
1846-47 85,824 .11,04,482 40,996 “11,28,486 4,934 
1847-48 799,867 11,74,826 67,949 11,07,177 7,788 
1848-49 704,046 11,22,850 21,209 11,01,641 2,692 
1849-50 816,490 11,69,026 82,804 11,80,222 —, 1,544 - 
1850-51 843,177 11,68,197 81,290 11,386,907 —*1,572 
1951-52 918,261 12,18,623 91,732 —11,81,801 175 
1852-68 946,186 12,25,107 81,691 11,98,416e 

1858-54 952,974 19,74,249 738 12,783,511 «1,505 
1854-55 998,084" 12,99,852 520 12,99,882 = * 166, 


‘tho difference betwoen the vonlisnble revenuo of 1848~44 and 
that of 1854-55 was, it will be soon, Rs. 1,77,667 in favour of the 
now sysiem. The remissions givon during the years in which tho 
new sottloments were in course of introduetion wore moatly 
notiinal, it being the practice always to remit tho difforenca 
betweon the old and new in onch man’s holding in the yeur of 
iutroduotion of tho now rates, When tho process had been com 
pleted, tho remissions from 1853-54 beonméd insignifionnt in 
amount, Tho remissions from 1848-44 to 1852-58 wore also 
partly due to componsntions paid to hoveditary oMcors for the 
abolition of their focs and perquisites, ; 
Tho district continued to improvo under tho now sottlomerte, 
Tho srle valuo of land, ospecially nenr towns, rose considerably, 
and money could bo made by sub-letting it, Tho ryots were 
giadually freed from dobt, and began to accumulate wenlth, 
Tiadera wo1o benefited by a sustained demand and a plentiful 
supply, and labourers by a small riso in wages, and still mord by 
continuous employment, So wrote the Collector in 1886, * ‘ 
In, consequence of the rebellion of the Ohicf of Nargund in'18$8; 
when the Political Agent, My. Manson, waa murdored, tho dhigh'a 
estate of forty villages was confiscated by Govoinmout, ‘i NK 
Survey sottlement introduced into thirty-one of thémfiA3h fe 0 
‘Pilose did not form one continuous tract of country dag Ge ll fas) 
& : 


en, 
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wore intormixed with those of the neighbouring subdivisions, The 
soil was mostly black, intermixed with clay and limestone (hankay) 
nodules, ang. was favourable to the growth of cotton and other 
late crops. The chief market was the town of Nargund itaelt, 
from which cotton was exported to Kumpta, and wheat, and gram 
to Dhdrvir, For mazimum dry-crop rates .the thirty-one villages 
were divided into three groups one of oleven in the wost, at a 
maximum of R.1 7a,; «second of eighteen villages in the contre, 

42,1 5a.; and the third of two villages in the east, at B.1 8a, 
nelusive of an anna in thetrupee for road and education fund, 
Isewhere described. 

The result was as follows :— 


Survey Assessment, 
Collections of 
Olaae. 1888-69, Galtivated. Wasto, Total. By Survey. 
’ Re, Ra, Rs, Rs, 


1 19,954 20,984 212 21166 41,212 
2 18,235 * 14,868 429 14,797 +1862 
8 2,581 2,516 1b 2,581 — 80 


There were only, thirty-seven acres of Government garden land, 
ated at Rs. 2 12a, the acre. The rates were guaranteed only* for 
awenty years instead of tho usual Survey term of thirty, td 
grovide for their expiration at the samo time as in the neigh. 
bouring villages. « thee 

In 1874-75 tho terms of thirty years for which the Survey 
sottlomonts in the various subdivisions of the Collectorate had 
been guaranteed began to fall in, the first to oxpire being that of 
the forty-seven villages of Hubli, with whioh Onptain Wingate 
had commenced the yevision, Great changes had in the meantime 
taken placo in the opening up of markets, the improvement of 
gommunications, and the riso in value of agricultugal produsts, 
The value of land had consequently Jargely inoreased, and the 
condition of the country vastly improved. Population was much 
denset; the number of tiled and flaf-roofed houses was much 
gregter (thatched houses showing m diminution); carts, wells, 
tgnka, and reservoirs had also increased ; and although the number 
pte gatle, sheep, and goats had fallen, this was quite accounted for 

0, much of the land formerly ayailable for pasture having been 
| Rone 
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The retuins of cultivated land and vevonue in tho throo docon- 
nial porioda of the sotilement in tho forty-seven Tiibli villagos 























showed as follows :— . ‘ 
- Ovenpiod Land. Arablo Waste, /ontatand- 
= ee - seen | ing Ba 
Alea, i Collootns, | Romissna, | Aron, [assent Janos. 
Acros, Re Ra, Acton, Ra, | Ra, 
1844-1854 | 86,494 | 40,424 | 11,558 | 8,501 | Badd | 1,588 
1854-1864 | 43,878 | 46,089 55 843 220 _ 
1864-1878 | 44,404 | 48,078 _ 1,750 870 ~_ 





Bighty-one villages of the old subdivision of Navalgund, whioh 
were 1ovised ab tho samo time, showod tho following returns +—~ 






Ocoupiod Land, 





Axrnblo Waste, 





Apaogs- 


e 
Romis- | Aron, 
mont, 


. Anon, | Collections. 
alons, 












Aoros. Re, Re. | Acros, Re, Rs. 
*1844~-1854 | 182,875 154,142 5,766 | 28,194 | 18,840 | 9,803 


1854-1864 | 228,872 | 1,98,493 8 | 2,088 
1864-1878 | 282,582 | 2,00,604 | — 87 














‘These figuros, which prove, aa the yrosult of the Survoy aystom, 
& largo incroase in cultivated aron and diminution of waste, muolt 
enhineod ravenue, and an entiro absenco of remissions and out- 
standing balancos, spenk for themsolves as to the success of the 
menaure, ” 

In the rovision which wes now to take place all Survoy nimbers 
in excess of thirty acres were divided into two or moro Survey 
fields, so a3 to make all dry-crop numbors Ifeld by ono oooupaint 
range from about fifteon io twenty acres. Each man’s share iia 
Survey field was separotoly marked off and ngrossed, 86 aa’ to 
shedoino a distinct property. The 128 villagos combined wWexdttdiv 
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formed into seven groups for maximum dry-orop rates. The first, 
of sixteen villages close round Hubli, had a maximam of Re. 3 
(as against Re. @ of the first revision). The second, of nineteen 
villages farther from that town, one of Rs, 23. The third, of ten 
villages to the squth-west of H&bli and bordering on, the rice 
country, one of Rs. 2}, The fourth, of three, Hubli and five old 
Navalgund villages, one of Rs.2. The fifth, of twenty.three vil- 
lages forming the west centre of old Navalgund, one of R.1 12a. 
The sixth, of forty villages in the east centre of the same, one of 
Rs. 14; and the seventh, of twelve villages in the extreme ‘orth. 
east of old Navalgund, at one of Rs. 14. A maximum vate of Rs. 8 
was fixed for rice, According to the Survey principle of not 
taxing improvoments made at the private expense of the ryote, 
all land, under wells was assessed at not more than the highest 
dry-crop rate if it had been garden at the timo of the last settle- 
ment, and at the simple dry-crop rate under wells made since that 
settlement, ‘Tho former of these was a concession that went even 
beyond the provisions of Bombay Act I. of 1865 (tho Bombay 
Revenue Survey Ack) in respect to non-taxation of improvements, 
for the remiasion was not meant to apply to improvements ey 
éffected at the time of its passing. 

The gongral resuit of the adoption of the now rates was to 
jnorease the assessment in the forty-sevon Hubli villages by 68°51 
per cont,,,and in the eighty-seven of Navalgund by 59:88 per cont, 
As during the currency of the thirty years the comniunications of 
te country had been opened up 0 that cart-traffic was everywhere 
practicable where formerly pack-bullocks only could be used, and 
the price of javdri, the staple product, had risen in Hubli from, 
144 lbs. the rupee to an average of 50 lbs. in the five years pre- 
ceding the revision, or 65°3 per cent., and in Navalgund from 
184 lbs, to an average of 52 lbs, or 717 per cent., the increase 
does ot appear to have been more than was warranted by the 
oireumsfances, 

, The next portion of country to come under rovision comprised. 
nigety-three villages of the old Dambal subdivision, of which 
eighty-six had been settled in 1845-46, and the remainder at 
yarious times since 1858, Here, too, communications had been 
greatly improved during the currency of the Survey lease, Since 
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1842 the price of javdért and wheat had risen over 150 per cent., 
linseod about 50, and safflower and oil-seods moro than 200 por 


cent, . 
The following woro tho deconnial averagos of oultivation, &e. in 














tho cighty-six villagos:-— ’ 
Ocoupiod Land. ‘vaste Ontatand- 
| ing Bae 
lancos, 
Aron Assossmont, | Romiasna, Aion + ‘ 
Acres, Re, Rea, Acres, Te. 
1845-1855 | 182,406 | 1,08,998 | 8,883 | 68,681 | 8,641 
1855-1865 255,902 | 1,52,882 84 7,402 _ 
1865-1874 | 265,087 | 1,&8,082 5 8,805 [ — 








ny 


Almost the whole of the tract consisted of black soil, woll auited 
to cotton, a great deal of which was cloned from soed by nativo 
and American machinory on the spot, and exported ‘to Bollary and 

‘the coast for Bombay, mostly by European firms. Land had risen 
greatly in value, as much as thirty or forty timos the Survoy" 
assessment being sometimes paid for it, ‘Tho inoroaso of popu. 
lation, of substantial as against thatched housos, of farm-onttlo, 
wolls, and tanks, and carts (these had rison from 678 to 8,098, or 
494 per cont,), proved, as in ILwbli and Navalgund, tho improve. 
mont that had taken place in the condition of tho people as much 
as the vise in cultivated aren of over 80,000 acres recorded abova, 
Tho markets of Gadag-Botgori and other places within the tract 
and within easy roach of it had grown greatly in importance, : 

The ninety-three villages wero now grouped for maximum dry; 
 erop rates into four classes. Tho first, of soventoon villages, ine, 
oluding Gadag and Betgori and fiffeon villages borderigg’on “i a 
moat ensterly Nayalguad villages, with the samo naa ob ole 
Re, 1} as the latter, Tho second, of thirty-three ra in ie a 
running north-west and south-east in tho cqntro of tho bili . 
and on or close to the Gadag-Dambal road, a line of 2 ee og 

¥ 


2 Ta third. of twentvenina villares in tha nowth fasta Tike 
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the eastern frontier badly placed for the seaward cotton trade, 
‘with # maximum of R.1 4o.; and the fourth, of fourteen villages 
outlying in the extreme north-ewt and south-east, with one of 
R.12a. The rice land, with a maximum of Re, 6, gave an average 
of Rs. 8 Qa. against the former average of Rs, 2 2. 8p. In some 
of this sugar-cane was grown once in three years, and its classifi. 

, cation was made to depend on the time for which thé available 
water-supply lasted, that entirely dependent on the rainfall and. 
not under tanks paying about the same rate as dry-crop land. 
Garden land had nearly doubled in the thirty years, and ‘would 
probably have increased more but for the brackishness of the 
surface-water over a large portion of the subdivision, which pre- 
vented the use of wells for irrigation, 

For the purposes of revision the whole of the villages were re- 
measured, In particular tracts that had been found much covered 
with loose stones and clothed with brushwood, in which it was 
difficult to classify the soil, it was discovered that the soil was 
really good underneath, and had been classed too low. This 
mistake had to be rectified, and all lands classed lower than 10ia, 
were re-classed, * 

« The gonoral result of the revision, according to theso principlesy 
“may be thus summarized :— ed 























ss 8 & Former Survey, Roviston Suryoy. Iori 

é cont, 
8 ap Aron, Oolloctions. Area, Rental, x Pk 

abe a 

° Aorea, Re. Acros, Rs. 

took 34,153 51,682 52,410 53:2 
2 55,789 98,727 87,001 551 
ue 61,582 | 110,822 90,881 467 
4 16,042 | 28,786 | 19,581 | 196 








279,988 





1,607,566 | 284,467 | 249,879 | 492 
e 


The following figures show conclusively that the enhancoment 
if, the demands of Government had not tho effect of throwing 
daxia gut of cultivation — 


f 
you, If 25 
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Cultivated Quit Outstanding 
Aron, Rontal. Ttonin, Oolloctions, Balancoa, 
Actos, Ra. Ra Ta, Ra 


1875-76 . 263,808 2,382,720 86,929. 2,71,882 — 
1876-77 . 208,209 2,99,677 86,642 '2,58,884 14,807 
1877-78 . 269,780 2,834,556 87,009 2,67,878 — 4,b04i 
1878-79 . 268,887 2,84,280 86,749, 267,04 4,085 
1879-80' . 261,729 2,80,908 86,609 2,68,006 622 


Tho subdivision of Bankéipuy, settled in 1846-47, was revised 
in 1876-77, It bad made a great advanco in tho monntimo, as 
was tho case in the other subdivisions noticod above, in popula. 
tion, means of communication, aron of cultivation, tho stylo of its 
houses, the number of its carts, and the increaso in ita ono manu. 
facturing industry, the weaving of cotton clothes, The numbor 
of the cattle, except horsos, had diminishod slightly, and thatof 
gheop and goats by rbout one-third, in donsoq Lone of tho con. 
traction of the aron left for pasture, Now “Orlonns cotton had 
boon introduced, and largely supplanted the looal varioty. 

In tho three deconnial periods of the thirty years’ seitloment 
the figures of tillago and revenue stood as follows :— + 


Ocoupiod Ool- Romte- Outstanding * 
Land. * 


Wasto, pe «6 «slong, ~Batanoos 
Acros. Acros, Ra, Ra 
1846-1855 . 189,690 88,620 86, “148 ‘687 = 4,287 
1856-1865 . 221,682 38,664 1,06,948 5 oe 
1866-1874 . 228,804 1,088 1,08,578 comm ~~ 


In cighty-eight villages thoro wes not a singlo waste Survey 
fleld. Prices of produco had vison greatly, javdrt from 262 lbs, 
per rupee to 86, whont from 100 to 28, grain from 82 to 25, amyl 
rica from 86 to 42, Ootton had rison from Re, 75 the khandi of 
784 lbs, to Ra, 160, 

For tho revision the whole of the land was ro- -mensuyod, and 
the number of Stvey fields rose from 11,685 to 17,896 in conse. , 
quenco of the separaiion of tho land of individual ryota into 
distinct properties. Tho aron of land under rico and garden ordps 
was found to havo matorially increased. Tor maximum rated of 
vy-crop assessment five groups of villages wore formed. owtth 
rates varying from Re, 24 to R.1 6a, The maximuni: garden iind 


* 
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Hoo’ rates Wore respectively Rs. 12 and Bs.8, and the general 
averigo over all Government land in occupation rose 6a. 3p., from 
12a, 7p. to BL. Qa. 10p. 

The general result will be seen in the following table :— 











el: : Former Syrvoy Revimon Survey. beatel Maxi 
it 

& /e Aron, |Oollections,}| Aron, Rontal, porcont Rates, 
ed 

Aoros. Res, Acies Rs. Ra, a, 
i 4, 8,142 8,487 8,721 6,849 | 441 }1 8 
7 50 | 48,164 86,291 | 52,992 55,728 | 501 | 2 0 
8 52 | 44,019 47,976 | 45,503 75,298 15638 | 2 4 
4 25 | 80,865 16,293 | 34,188 22,821 | 858 | 1 10 
5 6] 7,081 8,954 | 7,185 4,849 | 226 | 1 6 








+ | 187 |189,771 | 1,07,951 |148,589 | 1,64,040 | 495 


7 

















° 


The following is the result of the four years administration 


ruceoeding the revision :— 
° 


Quit Gol- Ontstanding 
Rental, Rents, lections. Balances , 
Acros Ra Rs. fie Rs * 
1876-77 . 186,791 1,61,687 48,828 2,11,450 — 5 
1877-78 | . 187, 278 1,62,270 51,548 2,14,882 258 ° 
1878-79", 184, A81 , 1,61,044 56,800 2,17,987 952 r 
1879-80 7181, 409 | 1 159,172 57,110 2,16,921 00% 


It is a in this return that tho area of Governmentyland 
wnder cultivation had fallen in these four years by about 4,000 
dies,’ bit the revonue had increased in consequence of tiie largéi 
dtoipte from quit rents on alienated lands. d 
‘th 1878' 215 villages of tho old Héngal subdivision and the 

alléy ivision of Taras were brought under aevision, 'Tho 
eheral 6ffeots of the first Survey settlement in the three decen- 
fad “poridde of the guarantee are seen in the following state- 
iat 


. 

Bahide ch Ocenpted Arable Col-  Remis- Outstanding 

“es wD oT Land, Waste. lootions. sions. Balances 
Acrea. Acres. Re. Ra Ra, 


teygdyisabr” : — a1leo 52,190 _ 92, Qb4 1166 8,185 ° 

ilesrataer- “+ 1,28;648 16,008 1,27,751 

DGB THIETS a. «1 Doria see 12048 
a5 # 
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The revonuo had boon collected without diflenlty, land having 
eon gold for arrears of rent only in to eases out of 218 in which 
notices had beon issued. The usual signs of a state of prospority 
wore abundant in inerorsed population, a bettor stylo of honses, 
a vory laygo addition to tho numbor of eats, and in an improved 
wator-supply, ‘hg diminution of pasturage area had showod 
itself by n decreaso in tho numbor of horned entitle (with the 
excoption of thoso used for agriculture), and of sheop, goats, and 
horses, 

The’ price of javéri had vison ir tho meanwhile from 180 Ibs. 
por rupoo in 1847-48 to 57 in tho fivo yours ending with 
1876-77, As ascortained in tho inquiries for the first settlement, 
the yainfall in the wostern villages was 100 heavy for dry-crop 
cultivation, and the groups for dry-crop assessmont, six in num- 
ber, were atrangod accordingly, The first, with a maximum -of 
Rs, 2 4a., consisted of six villages lying dotachod in tho cast; the 
second, of thirty-two, wos on tho castorn bordor of old LLéngal 
(the villagos of which had been e good deal shifted about to other 
subdiyisions), with a maximum of Rs, 2; tho third, of thirty-two, 
Jay 10 tho west of the second group, and “had © maximum of 
R.1 120,; tho fourth, of thirty-sevon, one of 1 8n,; tho fifth, 
of fifty-seven, ono of R,1 da., and the sixth; and mogl westerly, 
of fifty-ono villages, one of R.1. Lhe highest rice and gardon 
yates wero Ka, 8 and Rs. 18 respectively. 

Compmiod. with tho assossmont under tho first sottlements, 
theso rales gavo tho following resulls :—~ 


























sty 8 " Now Survoy, 
é vv : ‘ormor Survoy, ‘ow Survey ante 
is] AOS. v ‘ 
o Aton. | Atsoomen Aion, | Aasossmont. me 
Acros, Ra, Acres, Ra, 

1 6 8,542 8,828 8,680 6,843 | $53 
2g 32 28,255 | 81,557 28,876 47,068 4 478 
8 82 20,508 17,322 21,810 25,159 Adr2 
4 87 23,897 24,250 28,762 86,868 40'S 
5 87 20,388 80,888 85,654 48,589 467 
6 51 18,097 20,864 20,245 80,154 416 

215 | 128,187 | 1,27,704 | 185,977 | 194,181 461 
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In the two years succeeding the new settlement tho area under 
cultivation fell from 125,278 to 124,294, and the collections from 
Rs. 2,89,697 to Rs. 2,88,487,* , 

Rénibonnu, which next came under revision in the same year, 
showed equally good results from the original Survey sestlements, 


ag seon in the subjointd st.tement ;— * 
Cul- Col- Re- Outstanding 
tivation. , Wasto. —lections. missions, Balancos. 
Acres. ~ Yokes, Rs Ra, Rs. 
1847-1857 .  96,179° 80,888 80,756 2,142 5,219 
1857-1867, 149,080 88,117 1,11,852 — ad 
1867-1877. 157,603 31,279 1,15,694 1 476 


In this subdivision it was found that in 1878 81 per cent of the 
area of Government land was tilled by the Survey occeupants, and 
19 per cent. sublet to others on money and grain rents. Popula- 
tion hud increased nearly 25 per cont., and the better style of 
houses by 614 per cent., while the numbor of thatched houses 
had fallen rather more. Cattle and carts, as well as improved 
water-supply, for irrigation purposes especially, showed that the 
people were far better off, and the falling off in the number of 
milch kine, sheep, goats and horses was traceable, as elsewhere, 
to tho lessening of the pasturage area, The price of javdri had. 
risen from 192 Ibs, in 1847-48 1o an average of 58 Ibs, in the five 
years ending with 1877-78. New Orleans cotton had been intro- 
ducod, and answored; and this, with betel-nuts, cocoa-nuts, sugar, 
&o,, were largely exported, in addition to being sold in the local 
markets of Rénibonuur, ByAdgi, and Gutal. A good deal of the 
land had to be 10-measured in consequence of changes caused by 
the Tungbhadra floods. Vor dry-crop assessment the 130 villages 
to be revised were thrown into four groups, The first of these, 
of thirty-five villages, was closo to the great road between Pina 
and Bungalore, which served as a marke}; this group had a maxi- 
mun of Rs.2; the three other groups Lad maxima respectively of 
R.1 12a,, R.1 10a, and, R.1 6a. Rice Jand had one maximum 





* By a mistake in addition this last figure is given in the Bombay Gazettoor”” 
ag about Ra, 2,560,000, 
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rato of Re, 8, and. gardon land one of Ra. 12, for tho wholo sub- 
division, Tho comparative rosults are given bolow »— 





No, of Now & Topsaoit 
: Former Smvoy. - ‘ow Survey. ago In 
Villon - : . ronAO, 








Aoros, Ry Acros. Rs. 
85 52,175 48,521 66,881 71,840 438 
+ Oh 22,255 18,757 24,066 25,170 29:7 
68 74,617 49,887 |" 96,719 74,884) 874 
8 6,746 8,370 7,820 4,300 Qe 


180 | 155,793 | 1,185,085 | 194,488 | 1,75,203 | 404% 





Cond RT | Class. 











Phe returns for the four years subsequent to the revision were 


as follows :— ° 
Assoss- Romis- Quit Cols  Ontalunding 
Aron, mont, sions, Ronta, —lections. Balances, 
Acros, Ra, Ra, Rs, Ra. Ta, 


1978-79 147,182 1,585,798 —~ 29,6897 1,82,004, 4,941 
1879-80 186,848 1,490,286 — 29,610 1,790,774 448 . 
1880-81 184,710 1,48,836 47 29,588, 1,79,028 i162 ° 
1881-82 185,331 1,490,122 15,270 29,220 1,590,672 4,868 


Theso showed 1 docided decrenso both of aren under cultivation. 
and. xonlisntions. 

In 1878-79 tho rovisod Survey sottleoment was introduced into 
247 villages of the old JCod. subdivision, A. good many of thesu 
had, in the course of the thirly years of the old settlement, been 
transforred to othor TMlukns, Who position of Kod gives it’ 
share both in tho south-west and north-oast mongoons, but aulti- 
vation depends chiefly on the former, which rarely fails, Jawdrt 
and rico among the early (chart) and cotton among the lato-(rabdi) 
Wore ihe principal dry crops, but the capsicum was also’ largely , 
grown, About half the fund was tillod by the oocupanis them- 
selves, and 12% por-cont, sub-lol to tenants. Tand, though nob 
touch dealt in, had acquired’n considerablo stloable value, and tho 
whole tract of country had an abundance of good markets Sor tho 
aale of ils produco, and good communications both inland and 
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towards the coast, thug affording a great contrast to ils condition 

before 1848-49, when want of roads rendered its position ono of 

isolation. Prices had consequently risen greatly, as the following 

table will show :— @ 
, In Ibs, por Rupee. 

Rico Coarse” Botel- ‘Coaoannte, 

in Tusk. Javdii, Niohni. Sugar. Nuts, Por 100, 

‘ Ibs, lbs. Tbs, Iba, lbs, Rea ps 

1848-1857 179 «302 808} 88 Il 2 Lil 

1858-1867 67; 10S 1283 17, 8 8 410 

1868-1876 47 77% 98; 183 7 6815 2 


The result of the first Survey settlement on cultivation and 
revenue is shown in the subjoined table :— 


* Quiti- Gollec- § Remis- Outstanding 
vation Waste. tions, sions. Batoncos. 
Acros, Acres, Ra, Rs, Ra, 
1848-1858 87,865 115,460 86,461 44 2,628 
1858-1868 162,103 44,978 142,826 — _ 
1868-1878 170,897 35,946 1,49,991 2 26 
e 


In 1866-67 the occupied men had risen to 188,298 acres, This 
was partly due to the extraordinary price of cotton during the 
American war, and was not maintained. In the revision survey 
the changes in laztd in consequence of the Tungbhadra floods, the 
subdivision of fields measured in the first instance in large blocks, 
and the formation into separate propaties of numbors at first 
thrown togethey to form Survey fields, necessitated a good deal of 
yeemeasurement and classification in detail, especially where the 
intermediate changes in tho water-supply had 1o be iaken into 
consideration. In cases in which in re-classifying the new clussi- 
cation appeared to be much higher than the old, as, for instance, 
where land ontered as unarable in the first smvey was found to 
have been brought into cultivation by mero ploughing, an allow- 
ance of 2a,, or a whole class, was made,to prevent the possibility 
of mistakes in the new classification. “In consequence of the dif- 
ference in rainfall and the opening of new roads and markets, five 
clnases for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment wore now formed 
in place of Captain Wingate’s original four, In the first class 
wore tiventy-thice villages, forming a projection in the noith-casti 
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of the subdivision, having a modorato rainfall favourable for good 
dry-crop cultivation, with a maximum of Ra. 2. In tho second 
class, oighty-nino villages, aleo in the nor Uh-cast, with a rainfall 
nok quite so favourable for dry crops, and not such good communi. 
cations, ad a maximum of R.1 12a, Tho third class, inforior to 
the second in both particulars, had a maxinfum of Ra. Jj, In tho 
fourth class wero the forty-four westorn villages, whoro tho rainfall 
was 100 heavy for dry crops, and which wore diMoult to got nt on 
account of tho hilly nature of the country. In tho fifth and lowest 
class, with a maximum of BR, 1 2a;, wero four villngos in tho 
extreme gouth-wost cornor of the subdivision, forming two pro- 
jections into Mysore, and inferior both as to climato and roads. 
The maximum for rice in the first three groups waa Ra. 8, and in 
tho other two Rs. 74, giving an averago rate of Rs, 8 8a. 1p. as 
against tho former averago of Rs. 2 la. 1p. In garden lands tho 
maximum proposed was Rs. 15, giving an avoyago of Rs, 6 Ida. as 
against that of Rs.6 7a, 4p. of tho first survey. 

Tho general result, of tho revision on tho differont classos will bo 
secon from tho following statement :— e 





Former Survoy, Rovlaod Survey, : 


Vil- Inorenso 


lagos. tor aunts 
Area, | Assoasmont, Avon. |» Assonamont, 








Olnas. 










Aaron. Ta. 

28 16,900 18,897 18,984 
89 69,452 56,284 88,689 
58,301 58,419 71,656 
4d 26,768 26,401 82,254 
4, 2,237 ‘1,589 8,958 


247 | 172,658 | 1,51,088 | 210,541 


ox Reno 
co 
~ 








2,837,153 | 390 














A large proportion of ,tho increaso of aren in arable land was 
due to much of the land jn the first instanco classed os unarable 
having beon found capablo under higher prieos of yielding 
yeturn for cultivation, though of inferior quality. Tho four years 
of administration succeeding the 1ovision showod unfavourably for 
the suitableness of the new rates, 
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The returna were ag follows :— 


Assess- Remis- Quit Golloc- Outetanding 
Aron, * ment, sions. Rents, tions. = Balancos, 
Actos, Rs. Rs. Ra. Ra Rs. 
1878-79 169,672 1,61,380 — 42,899 9,11,484 - 
1879-80 167,206 2,029,088 -— 44,625 2,51,790° — 
1880-81 165,771 2,00,867 96 45,1687 2,50,220 _ 
1881-82 164,850 1,99,381 84,244 43,504 2,10,069 _ 


Tho last year, however, as shown by the remissions, wag one in 
which the rainfall was bad. * 

In 1879 the 184 villages of Dharvér came under revision, Inu 
these, as elsewhere, communications had been greatly improved in 
the thirty years of the settlement, and with the general prosperity 
the value of land had increased so much as to be saleable for from 
tén to twenty years’ assessment, Dhérvér and Hébli held a large 
trading class, who were on the look-out for investments in land, 
Prices of produce had risen very considerably, as tho following 
atutoment shows :— ; 
»  Inlbs, per Rupee. 


Years, 


1848-1257 
1858-1867 
1868-1877 
1878 . 


Javidi. 


in 
T22 
+ 60 
52 
20 


Cleaned a 
Rice. Wheat Néchni, Gram, Pulso, 

8. Ibs. Ibs, Tbs. lbs, 

64 93 136 60° 82 

80 46 70 80 42 

26 80 62 22 80 

16 10 26 Ww 22 


The folléwing tablo shows tho results of the first Survey settle- 
ment on cultivation and revenue in the three periods of ten 


yours —_ 
Yoars. 


1848-1858 
1868-1868 
1868-1878 


Ocenpiod 
Land, 


Acros, 

97,180 
116,964 
118,384 


Remis- Ontstanding Collec- 
Waste, sions, Balances. tions, 
Acios. Ra, Rs. Ra, 
21,226 228 6,488 146,825 
7,254 26 8 174,196 
12,526 23 518): 169,419 


“Phe fulling-off between the second and third periods may be 
attributed partly to the inflation caused in the former by the high 
pricos of the time of the American war, and partly to the decrense 
of population, which in tho whole period fell off by about 6} per 
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cont. ‘Chis decroaso in population was ascribod to u bad lypo of 
fover that has prevailod since the yonr 1860. Notwithstanding 
thia a gront improvoment in tho contlition of tho people was proved. 
by tho number of tiled and Mlat-roofed houses having inoronsed by 
98°8 por cent., and of thatched onoa having diminished by 52 per 
cent., while that of carts, as woll as wolls*and othor souroos of 
water-stipply for irrigation, had beon largely augniontod. Tho 
gyent decrease in the number of horsos and ponies was seb down 
partly,.as it the caso of shepp and gonts, to diminished pasturage 
area, and partly to the making of ronds, which onablo tho woll-to-do 
to travel in vehicles instead of on horseback, as they formorly did. 
Tho moaguremont had to be re-done for tho same reasons as those 
given above in Kod. A ro-classification of soils was also mado to 
some oxtent, because it had been found by oxperionco that tho 
scales formorly in force had had the effect of not drawing a suf. 
ficiont distinction botwoon the value of tho superior and inforior 
classes. ‘ 

In xe-grouping tho villages for maximum rates of dry-crop 
assessment, six classes wore adopted. In the first, with a maxi- 
mim of Rg, 8, camo Dhfrvér itsolf and thirteon villagos in its, 
immediate neighbourhood. Tho second, of fifty-one villages in - 
the eastern portion of tho subdivision, had a highost rato of 
Ry, 2 10a, Tho third, with a maximum of R&.2 Ga, comprised 
twonty-Lour villages to tho wost of theso and the Bolgim yond, 
and throo far away to tho east. Tho maximum of tho fourth was 
Ra, 2, and it comprisod ninoteen villages to the wost of tho third 
and having a climato loss favourable for dry-crop cultivation. 
The fifth, of cightoen villages still more to tho wost, and atill 
moro unfavourable for that kind of tillage, had ils highost rato at 
R.1 10a, And in tho sixth, whore tho climato was almost un- 
suitable for il, the remaining cight villages wore included, with a 
maximum of RL 4a, For rico lond Rs. 9 wore takon ax’ tho 
highest rato in tho first» two classes, Rs, 8 in tho next to, and 
Rs, 7} in the fifth and sixth, ‘They gavo an average of Ks. 2 120. 8p, 
ag against Re. 2 9a. Bp. of tho first scttlemont. Tho arom undor 
rico had increased from 12,797 nores to 14,647, Garden land had 
also inerenged from 561 to 986 acres. None of this was very zich, 
and tho highest rate proposed was Rs.9, which resulted in au 
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average of Re, 4 Ga. Gp. against the old average of Rs, 8 da. 8p. 
As elsewhere, nothing extra was assessed on lands under new 
wells or tanks, and énly the highest dry-crop rates were imposed 
on lands under wells constructed before the first Survey settle- 
mont, Tho general effect of the revised settlement was to raiso 
tho assessment on all’ descriptions of land, including avable waste, 
by about 89°8 per cont, 





Old Sm voy. Revision Survey. 

Glass, | ,Vil- 2 Tucrenso 
Ingos. per cent, 
Area, Asaesamont*} Area, Agsessmont. 








Acros. Rea, Acres, Rs. 

14 18,887 20,499 18,467 82,779 | 597 
51 58,0382 70,008 52,682 97,086 | 88°83 
24, 19,668 19,807 20,066 28,177 | 40-1 
14,022 17,680 | 30:3 
‘| 18 14,324 11,709 16,418 17,705 | 388 
8 2,778 2,232 8,871 8,512 | 842 


Qtemcprye 
i 
ray 
fed 
59. 
o> 
oe 
& 
= 
cz 
& 
oO 


134 | 118,793 | 1,88,343 | 120,026 | 1,96,939 | 39°8 

















Tho average assessment on the whole under the first and second 
settlements was+ respectively R.1 8a. 2p. and B,1 10a. 10p., 
which, considering the great increase in prices and the improve- 
ment in, communications, was certainly modorate. Notwithstand. 
ing this, the returns of the three years after the revision showed 
& considerable fall both in cultivation and receipts, The year 
4881-82 was # year of failure. : 


Remis- Outstanding Quit Ool- 
Yonza, Rontal. sions, Balances. Rents. —_lections, 

4 Aore8, Ra, Ra, Rs, Ra Ra. 
1879-80 158,357 1,97,640 708 284 34,833 2,382,841. 
1880-81 118,917 1,96,891 43 1,085 84,854 2,381,888 
1881-82 112,446 1,904,804 30,295 41,008 86,289 1,90,022 


Tho petty division of Misrikot, part of the old Hubli subdi- 
vision, came undor revision in 1879-80, It now contaiied 106 
dn place of tho original 100 villages. At the timo of the first 
sotilement the communications in this tract were so imperfect 
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that cait-traffic was almost impossible, the only carts boing those 
of Vadare, about cighteon inches high, with sod wooden wheols 
about two foot in diameter, used for brmging tinbor from the 
forests in the wost to the plains. By the second. rovision tho im- 
provement of roads had inercased the number of carte from 926 
to 1,678, or 81:2 par cont, Population, prebably from mortality 
through fover, had rathor fallon off, althongh flat-roafod and. tiled 
houses had rison nearly 200 per cent. and means Lor irrigation 
had greatly inorensed. ‘Cho rovenuo was colloctod without diffi. 
oulty, tho sales of land for arrears iv 1875~76 and 1877~78 having 
avornged only two out of 188 casos in which noticos wore served. 
Tho prica of javéré had risen from 120 lbs. in 1848-49 10 an avorngo 
of 884 lbs. in tho five yonrs onding in 1877-78. 

The progress of cultivation and revenue wndor the firsl sottle- 
ment in tho three decennial periods will be secon from the following 
statement :— 


+ . 

Oconplod Romia. Outstanding — Collea+ 

Land, Waato, sions,  Balancos, ond, 
Aoios, Acioa, Ra Res. Res. 


1848-1857 41,286 «= 81,870 «= «181 o 8,074 = 40, dil B 
188-1867 56,207 19,507 — _ 52,585 
1868~1877 60,096 =: 12,498 Il, 9 ~~ 88,604 
1878~79 62,469 A) _ 61,510 


In the oxtromo castorn villages tho climato was favourable for 
dyy-crop cultivation, such as javdri, bub farther wost tho country 
changod toa puro rico-growing tract, tho dry-cop boing conilnod 
to a little rdégi or adehai. ‘Cho rainfall was almost elways sufi 
cicnt for dry-crops, and tho rico lands soldom failod in their water+ 
supply. Tho market towns of Kalghatgi and Bammigatii woe 
controd of the rice trade, and Dhirvir and Tibli woro ensily 
neceasiblo ab all sengsons by good ronds, For maximum dry-crop 
rales the villages wore arianged in five groups of 8, 28, 81, 36, 
and 18 villages reapoctivaly, ruuming from east 1o wost acgording 
to differont climates, at Highest rates of R,2, Ri 1 10n., B.1 Bary 
RL %!., and RI. The highest rico rato was Rg. 8 in tho fitst 
three classes, Ry, 7} in the fourth, and Ra,7 in the fifth class, 
Tho garden land, only fifteen acres, was inforior, and xatvd tho 
same as rice, 


DHA'RVA'R. 397 


Tho result was a8 follows :— 





a Former Survoy. Revision Survoy, 
Olasa, 


Tner cage 
lagos, 
Axea, | Aasossmontj Arca, Asgessmont. 


por cent, 








Acros. . Rs Acres. Re. * 

8,224 2,559 8,406 8,792 404 
23 22,008 | 18,068 | 22,478 26,666 472, 
31 26,686 27,553 28,646 87,758 82:0 
“386 14,422 | 18,387 | 17,856 25,910 }* 25:0 
18 953 1,704 1,606 2,560 247 


106 67,248 }) $8,216 | 73,992 96,681 848 


Comp COD et 











In the three years subsequent to the Survey, the area under 
ovltivation and the assessment slightly increased, but realisa- 
tions fell off in the pad year of 1881-82. 

In 1880-81 tho last revision of the old Survey sottlemoent was 
onrried out in the twonty-nine villages which had formed the 
Mulgund petty divjsion of the Dambal subdivision. Theso vil- 
lagos had been since broken up and distributed among the slew 
subdivisions of Habli, Gadag and Navalgund. In these villages 
thove was. decrease both in population and the number of cattlo, 
which appears tor have occurred in the years of famine. ‘Tho 
botloy condition of the people as a whole was evidenced ‘by the 
increase in the number of flat-roofed and tiled, and the decreaga 
of thatehed houses. The area under cultivation aud revenue had 
vison from 49,508 acres and Rs. 41,270 in 1850-81 to 77,466 acres 
and 59,220 in 1878-79, in which year the unoccupied arable waste 
aniounted only to 2,851 acres of poor soil, mostly in the south- 
eastern villages, Prices had risen in the meanwhile by fully 
108 per cont, In about half of the villages a re-measurement 
took, place; the remaining villages were only partially re-measured, 
Re-claksification of soils was carried oug sufficiently to rectify tho 
general fault of too close an approximation in the values given to 
the superior and inferior classes of soil. For dry-crop aysessmeut 
a modification of the old grouping was adopted. Of the old 
western group of thirteen villages, which had had a maximum 

. of B.1 10a, three, which were nearest to the great road and the 
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town of Hubli, wore raisod to Rs, 2, to assimilate their maximum 
to that adopted for the villages near TMbli in 1874, and tho 
remaining ten wore given a maximum of B,J, 120, like the noigh. 
bouring ones of Iftibli and Navalgund. ‘Tho contral group of 
clovon villages, which in 1850 had n maximum of R.1 2a, was 
now divided into dio classos, tho aight wostorn being put nt 
BR.1 8a, and tho threo enstorn at R,1.6a., as in the villages of 
Gadag in the neighbourhood. Yor the four detached villages 
noar tho Tupgbhadra, formorly grouped with the proceding olovon, 
arate of R.1 da, was adoptod, and in tho singlo villogo of Niralgi 
the maximum was raised from R,1 to R.1 la, Op. Tho rico 
maximum adopted for Gadag was takon for Mulgund as woll, 
viz., Ra.6, In garden land under wells no extra assessment was 
imposed, according to the Survoy principlos. Tho gonoral offect 
of the vevision was to raise the assosamont by 55°4 por cont. The 
aren of avablo waste by the now was 2,880 ncros in excoss of that 
by the old survoy, chiofly in tho poor land in tho castorn villages 
near the hills, Tho details under tho new and old surveys aro 
shown in the following table :-— 

pt lane er at es Sa 








Old Survoy. Rovision Su voy. ' 
Class, | Vile ours ee caw {NOVONED 
* | Inges. \ pox cont, 
Avoa, Assoasmont,} Aron, Awnonsmont, 
. 





Acron, Ra, Acros, Ra, « 
6,644 6,801 6,758 £0,796 68D 
23 


35,388 | 82,908 | 85,3 52,962 | 600+ 

95,608 | 16,994 | 26,115 | 25120 | 488 
4,615 | 3,018 | 4,879 | 4,808 | 410 
Bl7t | 2,582 | 7850 | 3,676 | 220 


canapes Sea, 
29 | 77,466 | 61,798 | 80,925 96,857 55:4) 


Rope 
Beoow 

















In consequence of the effects of the 1876~77 famine and tlie 
low prices of produce, Goyornmont, in order to givo iomporary 
reliof to tho holders of Jand, ordered that for tho threo yenrs 
ending im 1882-83 no moro than 20 por cont, increago should bo 
taken from any holding, the full new asscssmont being levied 
only after the latter year, 

The effect of the introduction of the Survey settlements had in, 


DHA'RVA'R. 899 


the whole Collectorate been to raise the aren of cultivation from 
568,828 nores in 1849-44 to 1,278,482 in 1881-82, and the Govern- 
mont demand from Rs, 8,24,560 to Rs. 15,96,910, During this 
period remissions had fallen from Rs. 75,460 to Rs, 270, and out- 
standing balances from Rg, 82,360 to Rs. 2,560. Although this 
astonishing increase myy be partly attributed to the opening up 
of the communications of the country and the conseqiient esta. 
blishment of new, markets for the ready disposal of agricultural 
produce, there can be no doubt that much was due to the equable 
askossmont, not only as to posifive taxation, but also as to rélative 
valuation of lands in different positions and of varying qualities 
towards each other, which were equally the objects aimed at in 
the Survey system. 

The returns of the gross revenue of the whole Collectorate for 
thathree years subsequent to the completion of the revision settle- 
ment have beon as follows, and prove that tho increase of assess. 
ment so, far had had ‘no detrimental effect, and had been justified 
by the circumstances of the times: 1881-82, Rs, 24,02,257 ; 
1882-88, Rs, 24,05,008; 1888-84, Rs. 24,26,758. 

Seven villages of the Ron subdivision, settled in 1854-55 and 
1856-57, wore revised in 1886, and sanction accorded to the pro- 
posnla by Government in 1887, Txcept-in 1876-77, the famine 
yont, thote had been no outstanding balances, and for the last 
twenty-eight years no remissions had been found to be necessary, 
There*has beon hardly any land left unoccupied, and with the 
excoption of a slight decrenso in the number of agricultural onttle, 
all the indications of increasing prosperity have been found in 
oxistence. Notwithstanding the small decrease in the number 
of cattle there nro said to be still ample to meet all the pur- 
poses of cultivation, The general result of the rovision, at rates 
similar to those sanctioned for neighbouring villages, has been 
to increase the assessment from Rs. 6,838 to Rs. 8,902, or 380 per 
cont,* There were only forty-one acres, assessed at Rs. 15, an 
average of not quite 6 annas an acre; left unoccupied. The 
average assessment on occupied Jand was Lda. 2p. as against one 
of 11a, 9p, under the first scttlement, an increase of 8a. 5p. 
por acre, 
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KANARA (NORTH KANARA).. 


Tuts Collectorate lios on tho coast of tho Indian Ocean, between 
18° 55’ and 15° 81'N. lat., and 74° 9' and 75°10'T. long. Tis 
area is about 8,910 squae milos, with a population of 108 to tho 
squate milo. IL is about 110 miles in length from north to south, 
and from ten to sity in breadth from cast to west, It is bounded 
on tho north by Belgdm, on tho west by tho Portuguose torritory 
of Gon and tho sea, on tho east and south-onst by Dhirvdr and 
Mysore, and at the catreme south by South Iénara in the Madras 
Presidency, It contains cight subdivisions, viz., Karvdr (Carwar), 
Ankolé, Kumtn (Compta), Honiivar (ITonofe), Stipa, Yollépur, 
Sirsi, and Siddipur, Its veinacular languago is Kanneso, 

Tho Collectorate was transferred from Madras to the Bombay 
Prosideney in 1862. The dotails of ite land revonue admihistra. 
tion from 1879-80, when it first cnmo undor British rulo, up 40 
tho formor year are consequently not to be found in such abimdanco 
in the Bombay records as in tho caso of tho other Colloctorates, 
Although it had not suffored, as many of tho latter had, from the 
ovils of tho Mahratia farming systom, it way nono tho moro prog. 
porous under the administration of Ilyder Ali and Tippoo Siheb, 
which, for the timo tho country fell under it, has beon desextbod 
as a series of atlempts to discover how much assossment 4ho pro» 
vines would bear. : ‘ 

Sir T. Munro, on tho dist May 1800, reportod on it in ‘the 
following tornis :— 

“Within tho forty years onding 1800 tho population of tho 
country had been lossened by one-third, and thore was little doubt, 
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that its prosperity had suffered a greater reduction. . . . I. may 
be said that this change was brought about by the invasion of 
Hyder, by the four. wars which happened since that event, by 
Tippoo himself destroying many of the principal towns upon the 
coast and forcing its inhabitants to remove to JumélAbad and 
other unhealthy situations near the hills; by his seizing in one 
night all the Christian men, women, and children, and sending 
them, to the number of 60,000, into captivity to Maisur, for not 
one-tenth of them ever returned; by the prohibition of foreign 
trade, and by the general corsuption of his Government inal ita 
departments. These circumstances certainly accelerated the 
change, but, all taken together, probably did not contribute so 
much to the change as the extraordinary augmentation of the 
land-vent. The increase of land-rent was divided into extra 
assessments and new heads of revenue, because it was the extra 
assessments alone that added to the burden of the land-holders, 
and exhibited the excess of the modern over the auciont assess- 
ment of the same lands, At the accession of British power this 
annual assessment was still written, not only in all general 
accounts, but in the accounts of ever 'y land-holder, It was alone 
‘considered as the due of Government; all subsequent additions 
“were ‘cousjdored as oppressive exactions. They were not called 
rent, but were' stigmatized with the names of chouth, imposts and 
fines, and distinguished by the names of the Minister who first 
levied thom. They wero always opposed by the people.” 

‘The regular assessment was called shist, and the additional 
eoases imposed by various rulers shémil, or extra, 

Major Munro, although he found the country almost 2 desert 
iy consequonce of inordinate exactions, did not consider himself at 
liberty to depart widely from the established custom, and made 
only such reductions as he considered absolutely necessary to 
engure the collection of revenue, Finding that the land had nover 
boon suaveyed, and fields so mixed that hardly any but the owners 
knew their boundaries, he started a BULvEy 5 but as all trace of 
this has been lost, it is probable it was not continued. As a 
temporary measure he proposed the adoption of the rents in force 
before the Maisur (Mysore) rule was introducod. This, in spito 
of the opposition of the Revenue Board at Madras, was sanctioned 
* von, 1 26 
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for the year by Government, who directed at the same time that 
it should be cnlled a temporary gratuitous remission. Major 
Munro afterwards reported that he had beep led to think the 
reduction he had proposed too great, as the landlords’ rent in 
KAnara svas more often above than below 50 per cent, of the net 
produce, and ranged from 15 to 80 per cant. Pointing out that 
there were no large proprietors in the district, and that small proe 
prietors were as likely to pay regularly, he proposed a reduction 
of only 2} per cent, pending the introduction of a permanent 
settlement. In the then ruinous «ondition of many villages ‘in 
Bilgi and Ankoli, and of the whole of Sonda, he did uot consider 
the time at all favourable for a permanent settlement. In a letter 
addressed, at the request of the Board of Revenue, to the Collectors 
who were to succeed him, he recommended that nothing extra 
should be levied where the original Bedntir assessment and thyee- 
fourths of Hyder Ali’s additions were already exacted, and. was 
doubtful whether anything more should be imposed where the 
formor and half of the latter were levied, Government and tie 
Board of Revenue approved these suggestions. 

* On Major Munro’s leaving the district, it was divided into two 
charges, the northern portion, inclusive’ of the subdivision of 
Kundapur, coiresponding to the present Sollectoraie af North 
Kénara, being placed under Mx. Read, and the ebuthern portion 
under Mr. Ravenshaw. , 

For tho next ten years the resources of the district and the eon- 
dition of the people were reported to be improving, but subse- 
quently the Collector, in consequence of the decline of agriculture, 
formed an opinion that the revenue raised, which he believed 
exceeded the Bedntr assessment plus three-fourths of Hydgr’s 
extra levies, was too heavy, and should be reduced for all the 
country below the hills to 80 per cent. of the gross produce. For 
this purpose he suggested a reduction of 7 per cent. for Lower 
Kénova, as well as one of 4 per cent. for the portion sis above 
the Sehyidvi vange, = - 

In 1817 Col. Munro and Mr, Read’s successor wore asked by 
the Board their opinion as to the maximum rate of assessment 
that should be fixed, They stated that the limit fixed by the 
former of tho Bedutiy assessmont plus three-fourths of Hyder Ali’s 
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additions had brought about a genoral improvement, and the sub- 
sequent decline was traceable to the attempt made to bring up 
the rent of land which had been left waste by an increase on other 
low-rented lands, and to levy the full amount of the extra ex- 
actions, Oolonel Munro advised the keeping of all assessments 
below Hyder Ali’s level. The Board finally Airected, subject to 
the confirmation of Government, that the settlement for the 
current year should be based on the average realisations from 
each estate during the period of the British admiistration, 
whether such average exceeded Col, Munyo’s maximum or not. 

The settlement for 1819-20 on this principle was, on the sanc- 
tion of Government being accorded, carried out in all but Ankolé 
and Sonda, want of time only preventing it in them. In these 
subdivisions, however, the principle finally was not adopted, in 

comsequence of the imperfection and untrustworthiness of the 
accounts on which the current settlement had been based. The 
Collector could suggest no remedy for this but a survey, which he 
thought would lighten the assessment on many individuals, and 
yet increase the total revenue by a quarter, 

In 1822 he commenced an experimental survey in the subdivisién 
of Sirsf on the following principles. He first classed the village 
lands under vice and garden. The rice lands were divided into 
three sorts: thé firgt under tanks that were liable to overflow and 
destroy the crops, but which would produce suga'-caile every 
second year; the second sort, lying above the tank but watered 
from it; and the third depending on the rainfall, but which was 
considered mos# certain to produce a crop. The plots of land 
were measured, and one-third of the gross produce, ascertained, 
by,reaping and measurement and converted into money at moderate 
yates, was fixed as the future cash assessment. The scale of 
assessment for garden lands was regulated by the estimated value 
of the produce, A certain number of trees were assumed to grow 
on. a spegified area, and a rate per guntha was fixed, irrespoctivoly 
of thafnumber and. description of the trees or their procductiveness, 
The’ survey proved that in that part of the country the shist, or 
standard assessment, was a certain area of land requiring a certain 
quantity of seed, and that the shdémil (extra cosses) were entered. 
in a delusive form only in the accounts. The survey had the offect 

26 * 
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of vemoving the existing great irregularities and inequalities in 
tho assessments, and at the same time added to the revenue. The 
settlement thus carried out was reported ia he following year to 
have been realised without difficulty. 

In 1895 the survey and assessment of four village groups in the 
country above tke. hills, and the measurement of Ankoli, Stipa, 
and Sonda, were carried out. It was represented, however, that 
the principle of assessing all lands alike at one-third of the gross 
produce was unfair, as the cost of working garden lands was much 
greater in some parts than in others, and an assessment varying 
from 20 to 85 per cent. of the gross produce was suggested. Tho 
Revenue Board approved the plan of ascertaining the gross pro- 
duce and classing the lands accordingly, the assessment being 
taken at the money value of whatever share of the gross, produce 
it was determined to levy, caloulated upon an average of former 
years’ prices, The Collector was directed to assess a few village 
groups upon those principles. , 

It will be interesting, with a view to show the crude ideas pre- 
valent in these early days with regard to the proper methods of 
theking revenue settlements, to state some of the objections that 
were urged against a survey, One was that to equalise the assess. 
ment would change the value of private proper ty. The Board 
very rightly replied that the inequality originated thrcugh fraud. 
or oversight, and there was no other way of placing the land 
revenue ona sound footing. It was not realised that a” proper 
settlement did not mean merely the imposition of certain cash 
rents on lands, but establishing a fair relative profortion according 
to natural capabilities between the rents imposed on different 
lands. The second objection was that if rents were fixed according 
to the survey many land-holders would be taxed on the fruits of 
their industry. The Board replied that it was the same every- 
whe1e, and the mistake to be avoided was to tax extraordinary 
industry, The liberal principle now adopted of putting afl garden 
Jand on the same level by assessing at dry-crop yates and not 
taxing improvements at all was evidently far in advance of the 
ideas of the days of which we are writing. Tho third objection 
was that there would soon again be the same incqualities, and the 
land-holders would object to their liability to re-assessment, The 
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Board replied that if the assessment was equal in the first instance 
it would be long before a revision became necessary; and if the 
land-holders were, shown through the medium of proper leases 
that the principle was to tax the land according to a moderate 
estimate of jts capabilities, and not according to its existing con- 
dition, they would soon come to see that the ascessment could not 
be raised. The Board probably meant it 10 be distinotly stated. 
in the leases that the assessments would not be raised in conse- 
quence of improvements effected by thew holders; otherwise the 
objection, was valid, for the land-holders would naturally bé under 
the apprehension suggested if they were granted anything short 
of permanent leases, 

Government generally appioved of the views taken by the 
Board.. It does not appear, however, that the inétructions issued 
that three or four groups of villages should be assessed on these 
principles were ever carried out, nor is it conceivable how they 
could have been, or, if thoy had been, how the results could in 
any way be considered trustworthy. A work of such a laborious 
and complicated nature a8 the ascertainment of the gross pioduce 
of each field by measurement and reaping, in addition to the sub- 
Bequent calculations these processes would involve before asaess- 
‘ments based on them could be settled, would have required the 
services of an* army of native subordinates, whom it would have 
beon physically impossible for the Collector and his Huropean 
subortlinates to superintend ; and without such supervision the 
oxisting incqualities of assessment would in all probability have 
been vastly increased, instead of diminished, through the corrup- 
tion of the agency employed. Much more would this have been 
the case in the garden lands, where the cropa were to be estimated. 
and not approximately ascertained by reaping and measurement, 

Mr. Babington, a successor of Mr. Read as Collector, had 
stated that the assessment fixed in 1819-20 could never be raised 
on any-estates. Later inquiries, however, had led him to believe 
that Government were not pledged to. Continue the assessment 
wiien it was too low, par ticularly when there had been fraudulent 
encronchments, No adjustment of assessment could be mado 
from the accounts, many of which had been falsified. Fven if 

_ they had beon genuine, to do so would merely have been to per- 
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petuate inequalities caused by the favour or corruptness of former 
native officials, and the only remedy, therefore, was a survey to 
ascertain the true state of holdings. sey 

Tho state of revenue matters in 1880 led to riotous meetings, 
Some attributed thoso to the failuro of crops and excessive assess- 
ment, but Government traced them rather tothe inequality of the 
assesstucnts. The Board of Revenue, before replying to a refe- 
yence from Government on the subject, deputed their junior mem. 
ber, Mx, Stokes, to make local inquiries. This gentleman attributed 
the difference of opinion with regard: to the pressure of {he assess. 
ment to the absence of reliable accounts, He himself believed 
that the assessment was very light. The fact of land passing 
yapidly from the agricultural to the commercial classes had given 
vise to an idea of the depression of the agricultural interest, but 
this, in his opinion, should rather bo looked upon in the opposite 
light, as it was uot likely that men of capital would invost in 
what would not return them a profit. It would be a clear gain 
to attract capital to the soil, The agscgsments, he admitted, were 
unequal; this was partly from the natural tendency of all fixed 
asgessments, even if originally fairly made, to become unequal, 


and partly from ‘the fraudulent accounts made up by tho village, 


accountants, He proposed the extension of the system of, fixing 
assessments according to the average of former gollettions. When 
this was not adjusted to tho cireumstances of each ostate or vary, 
of which even the shist or original assessment could somdtimes 
not be discovered, he proposed that tho renl-praduce should be 
calculated, and » proportion tuken with reforence to former assess. 
ment, actual collections, and tho rate on neighbouring estates, 
varying from 40 to 70 per cent. of the rent-produce. This, ho 
thought, would remove existing inequalities so far as thoy into. 
fered with the prosperity of the country and the punctual onlin: 
tion of the assessment. ‘ 

The next Collector, i in, 1833, gave an opinion that as there was 
so little trustworthy information with regard to estates it would 
be better to have a permanent sottlement in Kiinara, which “he 
proposed to base on the average of former collections, the waste 
lands being reserved for Government. 


Nothing, however, came of either of these proposals, aud in, 


’ 
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1847 the Governor in Coungil enme to the conclusion, which under 
the circumstances might have been come to at a much earlier 
period, that a suryey.was the only way of correcting fraud and 
inequality of assessmont, 

In a Report made in 1848 by the then Collector, Mr. Blaney it 
was alleged that compjicated arrangements had heen made on the 
faith of the rents fixed on the average of former collections being 
final, and although the Board of Revenue had doclared that 
Governmont wore in nd way pledged to tho present state of things, 
yet, owing to the length of time that had been allowed to pass 
without a regular revision of rents, a re-assessment founded on 
a survey would cause discontent and disturb the existing rela- 
tions of the landed property. 

The extent of the Government right in the forests and waste 
Janda had. never been clearly defined, and large tracts of land had 
been appropriated by people whose right to it was’ extremely 
doubtful, There was, morever, ‘no record to show where the waste 
was situated, and the point had been entirely lost sight of when 
an assessment based on former average collections had been fixed, 
After that settlemeht the same kind of fraudulent appropriation 
had been allowed to go on unchecked, and the land-holders wont 
‘50 far fs to way that they had a vight to bring waste land thus 
enoronchéd uptn under cultivation without any additional assess- 
ment, The Collector believed that in fixing the assessment based 
on former average payments it had been the intention of Govern. 
ment not to charge any more for any waste lands within the 
limits of estates that might be brought into cultivation, and that the 
holders should have the full benefit of such cultivation ; but this 
ayose from an impression that these lands bore some kind of 
adequate assessment, He thought that neithor the extent of the 
waste nor the ‘itmpartance of the question had been understood, 

Tho question of immemorial waste attached 10 estates was dis- 
tinct'from that of waste lands once under tillage, The absorp. 
tion of the unassessed waste was due to, fhe incautious admission 
of,’ or ab least the failure to oppose, the claim to immemorial 
waste on the part of Government. Qonsiderable areas of waste 
wore atiached to many estates, and were often termed humaki, or 

Susiliary ; that is, land granted to help cultivation, Originally 
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intended to provide leaf-manure and fodder for cattle, it was not 
held in common, as in other parts of the country, but divided and 
enjoyed in separate portions by individual Jgndholders, These 
lands had not been kept for their original purpose, but were 
brought under cultivation as a right, and even tho right to sell 
of lob them was elgimed. . 

Such claims, when disallowed by the revenue authorities, were 
disputed in the courts of law with the utmost tenacity, by the 
‘use of provisions inserted in deeds with the intention of proving 
proprictary rights that never existed in fact, by the production 
of false evidence, fictitious suits, and other devices, Instances 
were given of the iniquitous system by which the claims of Go- 
vernament to assessment on laud were defeated through the 
machinery of the civil courts in collusive suits to which the Col- 
lector was not made a party, and in which, therefore, the decision 
was entirely one-sided. 

In this Report the Board again stated their opinion that a 


survey was necessary before the revenue system could be placed ' 


on a satisfactory footing, but in place of recommending such 
thovoughly organized operations as could afone be successful, 
proposed only the entertainment of a small establishment, to he 
placed under the orders of the Collector wheré a survey might be 
necessary, As, however, any interference with the existing settle- 
ment would result in serious evils in the numerous ¢nses of trans- 
fers of property that had been effected on the faith of the State 
demand remaining unchanged, they thought the system of assesa- 
ment according to past payments should, as a whole, not be dis- 
' turbed. They also suggested that the claims of landholders to 
waste lands should be dealt with liberally. On this one of the 
civilian members of Government minuted in a similar sense, and 
the other recommended the small survey establishment under 
the Collector which the Board had suggested, to measure some of 
the lands, but at the samo time thought that the average pay- 
ment assessment system should not be generally disturbed. 
Tneonvinced by the palpable proofs of the urgent necessity 
for immediato and sweeping reform that had been placed before 
them, Government still trifled with the public interests and gave 
no decided orders. The weak-kneed policy that had apparently 
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from the first been in fayour with the Madras Government con- 
tinued until 1853, when the Collector, proposed to assess lands 
newly taken up from Government waste, and lands already taken 
up that might be discovered to be liable to assessment, according 
to the quality of the soil. This was approved, and on his further 
explaining that the method intended to be employed to ascertain 
the capability of cach field wag to take ono staple product and 
estimate the quality of the soil from its‘ capability to produce 
this staple, this was also sanctioned. Nothing appegrs to have 
come of this, and although it was admitted that the agséssment 
was aa unsatisfactory as it well could be, no important change 
was made in the system until the district was transferred, in 1862, 
to the move vigorous administration of the Bombay Presidency. 
Survey operations were at once commenced, but it was found 
inapossible, owing to the unhealthiness of the climate, to continue 
them for more than three or four months in the year, Seitlements 
of the several subdivisions have therefore had to be carried out 
piecemeal. It was found that no land could be identified in the 
Government records, the sum total each [holder, or vargddr, had. 
to pay being alone ‘definitely known, Attempts to define bown- 
Jdaries at once gave rise to disputes, for lands were commonly 
held by tenants who tilled parts of two neighbouring holdings 
and paid rent” to gach of the superior holders, so that the actual 
boundaries of the holdings were not known. The boundaries 
apprdximately fixed by the mensurers of the department always 
come under inspection for the second time at the time of classifying 
the soils a year or two afterwards, and this affords an opportunity 
for correcting any mistakes that may have crept in by the light 
of any further facts or evidence that may be produced, <A third 
inspection of every field is made, before the introduction of the 
settlement, by the Mémlatdéy and his establishmont with the aid 
of-the village map, on which each holding is entered in detail, and 
disputes, being thoroughly investigated on the spot in the pre- 
sence of the parties and tho villagers, séldom fail to be decided, 
if not by the Mimlatdar, by the settlement officer when the new 
rates are given out. 
The whole of the lands wero measured off into separate felds 
, and assessed according to the Rombay Survey system. The ex- 
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isting boundaries of holdings being strictly adhered to, and 
Government waste land being similarly defined by permanent 
poundary marks (stones or large mounds of ea bh), tho possibility 
of futwre encroachments has been prevented. As much of the 
waste as it was proposed to reserve for forest purposes yes marked 
off in large blocks, to be placed in charge ef the special Forest 
Department, and as much of the remaining arable waste as ap- 
peared. likely to be requivod for the early spread of cultivation 
was marked off into Survey numbers and assessed. 

A proposal submitted to Governmont in 1865 to give out lar ge 
blocks, not exceeding 250 acres, of waste in Kinava on lease for 
thirty years at a low rate of 4a., to be levied whether the land was 
cultivated or waste, was sanctioned.» The blocks wero to be 
marked off by pillars, and all the timber within their limits 
marked by the Forest Department was to be cut and stacked by 
the grantee, to be handed over to a Government officer. Sanction 
‘was also accorded to about cight acres of coppice, assessed at the 
same rate, to be attached to every acre of garden land in the sub- 
division of Sirsi. This limit, however, was not to be strictly 
adhered to, but more or less might be given according to cireums 
stances. ‘ 

Between 1864 and 1867 revised assessments according to the 
principles of the Survey were introduced withouj, ofposition into 
199 villages and hamlets in the subdivisions above the Sahyadri 
range, and in 1868 imto seventy-one villages of Mundgod; two of 
Yollapur, and twenty-one of Halujdl. In twenty-three of these, 
villages measurement had been carried out under the orders of 
tho Madras Government in 1820~1825, and by the new mensure- 
ment a cultivated area of 2,254 acres in excess of that which had 
paid assessment under the former system was discovered. The 
revised assessment of Rs. 7,888 was, however, notwithstanding 
this increased area, almost identical with that previously leviable, 
the average rate being B.1 4a. lip. as against Rs. 2 da. pnder 
the old system. The same maximum xates in forty-eight villages 
that had never been measured before caused a large increase of 
assessment, but as the rates were similar to those levied in the 
neighbouring villages of the Dhdrydér Oollectorate, no objection 
gould be taken to them, 
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Similar rates had been introduced in 1865 into the Supa sub- 
division under the sanction of Government, and the sanction had 
been continued for a year. The Survey Commissioner of the 
Southern Division, Col. Anderson, proposed that the rates should 
be guaranteed for only fifteen years, but the Collector, Mr. Shaw 
Stewart, wished thom to be made permanent, for tho’ following 
reasons. Tho land tenures wote of great antiquity, and the lend 
had had a saleablo valuo for generations past. That value would 
be considerably depreciated by the introduction of the now settle- 
‘ments. The Madras Revenwo Officers, moreover, had. never con- 
templated such periodical revisions, and additional revenue was 
being raised on lands 10 be taken from the forests. It was, how- 
ever, only the old occupancies hé desired to see permanently 
assessed ; new occupancies, or those created in future, he would 
leave open to-revision, 
In reply to this, the Government of Bombay admitted the pro- 
_ prictary title of the land-holders, but dissented from My. Shaw 
“Stewart's other conclusions. ‘The history of the district showed 
thad the old rulers swore in the habit of raising and loweling the 
assossment at pleasure, and Munro, in loworing it, not only gave 
{no permanency to the decreased assessment, bub himself looked 
"forward to a timo when a portion of what was remitted might bo 
re. imposed. “Hig reason for malting a considerablo reduction at 
onco was that ho was averso to constant and partial changes, As 
shown by Col. Anderson, modifications had beon made by the 
Collectors, but they all failed of success becauso the Collectors 
had no means of dotormining a correct standard of assessment. 
Tt was not admitted that a proprictary title gave any particular 
qlaim to consideration in this respect. It was not claimed in the 
caso of the Mirdsdars of the Deccan, who were ay much proprietors 
as the Mélvargdérs (original holders of a vary or ihdtt) of 
Kanara, The Survey settlement gave them no new rights, but 
gave botter position to holders o gatkul land (as a general rule 
lapsod minds), as it would do to ghali arg rs, who were not con- 
sidered to have permanent ee tpancy rights, The complaint of 
the depreciation of property wis tracenble to tho village officers, 
who held conconled land. Phe increase in assessment by the 
, Survey avose not from highjates but from the taxation of this 
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hitherto concealed cultivation. The shist and shdmil of the original 
assessments and the 80 per cent, standard of gross produce adopted 
later were both greatly in excess of the Survey. mftes, Tho Survey 
settlement would probably increase the saleable valuo of land, 
especially if it was properly explained to the people thgt no inter- 
ference with proprietary title was proposed. « 

No claim’ to permanency of assessment had, in the, opinion of 
Government, been made out, nor would it be right to give any 
guarantee far such permanency, as tho rates were admittedly too 
light. The proper limit of assessment had not probably been’ 
reached, and even if the policy of a permanent settlement were 
admitted, it would not be expedient to grant it in the present 
instance. The circumstances of the people appeared to require a 
long lease to give them an opportunity for recovering from, their 
depression, and one of thirty years was accordingly guaranteed, 
If mal-palids (original leases) were produced 80 specifically worded 
that the land referred to in them could be traced, and. the leases 
had been granted by competent authority, claims based on them" 
to limitation of assessment might be admitted, but not otherwise, 

Organized opposition to the introduction of the Survey assess- 
ments first began when the new rates in eighteen villages in the * 
neighbourhood of the town of Kérvdr were given out. Consider- 
ing the advantageous position of these villages, tite yates wore 
decidedly low, and had been made so designedly on account of 
the inexpediency of demanding at once the increase, about 100 
per cent., which the rectification of the old fraudulent practices 
would bring about. It was thought advisable that for the first 
settlement a moderate rate should be imposed as a compromise, 
leaving the attainment of full rates toa revision at the end of 
thirty years, When the first instalment of the new assessment 
fell due, payment was refused not only by those whose assessments 
had been raised, but also by those on whom the demands of (to- 
vernment had been lowered, and a large number of suitawere 
filed against Government’ to test their right to revise the assess- 
ment at all, and decide whether the old assessment was not 
permanent. : 

On the part of the Pevenue authorities the only relaxation 
allowed was that-any sums demanded in excess of what might be 


~ 
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recorded in deeds of lease older than the transfer of Kénara to 
Bombay, such deeds to be produs-*-afid authenticated by the 
Collector or an officer deputed by him, might be allowed to stand 
over; otherwise, everyone was given the option of resigning his 
land and paying the full cnrrent assessment for 1870-71, or of 
paying the Survey rates if the land was not resigned. by a certain 
date. Otherwise, the Collector was to proceed to levy by regular 
legal process. This resulted ina celebrated law-suit in the Bombay 
High Court, in which in 1875 every point was decided in favour 
‘of the contention of Government of their right to re-assoss, and 
the Survey settlement has since proceeded without interruption, 

In order to suit the peculiar circumstances of the district, and 
prevent the sudden enforcement of payments on land hitherto 
held without payment of assessment bearing hardly upon the’ 
people, two important concessions have been made in the admi- 
nistration of the Survey settlements, which must have tended. 
greatly to reconcile the land-holders of Kiinara to the change of 
“system. The holder of land uncultivated at the time of settle. 
ment can retain the right of occupancy for five years afterwards 
on payment of an cighth of the assessment, providing the holding 

: is assessed at Rs, 25 and upwards, 

This concession was confined to the part of tho district lying 
below the hiks, and was given to allow time to large Jand-holders, 
who claimed land under the old system with a view to prevent its 
ocerpation by thoir tonants directly under Government, to prepare 
for the cultivation of the land themselves, and thus keep up com- 
petition in order to maintain their ronts, The other concession 
was that in all holdings of over Rs. 25, when the new assessment 
yvas more than 50 per cont, in excess of the old, only 50 per cent. 
of the incrense should be levied in the first year, 25 per cent, more 
in the second year, and the full increase only from the third and 
subsequent years, This prevented too audden an enhancement of 
dering on the ryots. 

The revision of assessment in the Kihara Collectorate has been 
chwried out in such a piecemeal manner as to render it difficult to 
treat it ag a whole for each subdivision, as in other Collectorates. 
The following account will, therefore, necessarily be imperfect. 

Tn the subdivision of Khrvir eighteen villages were first under- 
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taken in 1870, These consisted of (1), soven villages, including 
IKarviy and six in the immediate neighbourhood, of seven others 
a little farther from the port, and of four others not so favourably 
situated as regards communications, being farther away from the 
soa and the river, These had maximum rates in the different 


descriptions of land as follows :— a 
: Rice Land.  Gardon. Palan.* Dry-orop Land, 
Rs, a Rs Ra am Rs. v. 
First group. . 6 8 9 0 115. 012 
Second group . 6 0 9 0 1 18 012 =» 


Third group . 5 0 9 "0 18 0 12 

The average rates from these wero, in rice Rs.8 La. 1p., in 
garden Rs. 7 5a. 9p., in pulan R.1 5a. 4p.. and in dry-crop ba. 
The whole assessment at these rates rose from Rs. 19,854 to 
Rs. 40,512, an increase of 109°8 per cent. iH é 

Proposals were submitted at the same time for a revision in 
twenty-eight other villages of the same subdivision by adding a 
fourth and fifth group, with maximum rates somewhat veduced;* 
as follows, on account of their being less favourably situated than. 
therfirst eighteen as regards communications :~- , 


Rice. Garden. Pulan. Dry-orop. 
Rs. ay Rs. a Re am Rs, a. 
Fourth group. 4 4 7 0 None , 0,10 
Fifth group . 8 8 7 0 P 0 10 


The first three groups in these twenty-eight villages, heing in- 
termingled with the eighteon first settled, had the same maximum 
rates as the Inttor. The total increase according to the revision 
in these was 150'8 per cent., from Rs. 15,727 to Rs, 89,872. This 
wns accounted for in several ways, Tho increase was largest in 
the fourth and fifth groups, which vere the most yvemote, and 
were consequently those in which the area of cultivation could be 
most successfully concealed, .The area thus brought to light in 
thes6 villages came to 1,489 acres. Moreover, several svilages 
in these groups were enflirely occupied by the most infhiontial 
Jand-holders in the Taluka, and their assessment ‘had boen 
fraudulently lowered by the’ Shinbhogs (village accountants), the 





* This was sandy soil near the const, capable of being converted into garden- 
and cocoanut-beaing land. 


KA'NARA, 415 


accounts being squared by the assessment being imposed eithor 
upon inferior estates which could not bear it, or on land which 
only appeared in the, accounts but had no existence at all. 

The remaining fifteen villages of the subdivision were subse- 
quently settled in 1872, They were intermixed with or adjacent 
to those of the first four groups already settled, and had' the same 
yates applied to them respectively, with the general yesult of an 
tnorease in revenue of 86'1 per cont, from Rs, 14,585 to Rs. 27,158, 

The general-result in the whole subdivision was as fpllows :— 





* Ol Rovised 
Assesement, ‘Agponeractt, Inereaso. 
3. 8. S. 
18 villages 19,854 40,512 21,158 
8, 15,727 89,872 23,645 
CIB 14,585 27,158 12,578 
“Total 61 "t,  , 49,666 * 1,07,042 57,376 
‘ or 1155 per cent, 


* The revision was at the time only provisionally sanctioned by 
Government in view of the litigation in progress with regard to 
the right of the Sfite to revise tho existing assessment. This 
point, as already stated, was finally given in’ perce of Govern. 
ment, | : 

The stibdivision is bounded on the uorth hy the Portuguese 
territory, of Gon and the Sipa subdivision, on the east by that of 
Yellépuy, and on the south by Kumti, whilst the soa lios on its 
west, The Kél{ Nadi runs through its centre, and it has the 
gteat advantage of tha port of Kirvdr for the export of its 
produce. 

. The revision of the Kumté and Ankold subdivisions was carried 
out in batches of forty-nine, twenty, forty-one, twenty-two, and 
seventy-six villages. To these wero subsequently added the re- 
mainitg six villages, and four hamlets which were thenceforward 
to We wqnsidered separate villages. The whole are bounded on 
the north by the Kérvéy and Yellipu* Tiilukas, on the east by 
tint of Sirsi, on the south by Honivar and Sidd&pur, and on tha 
west by the sea, The climato of all being much the same, it has 
beon divided into seyen groups according to facilities for oxport 
of produce and means of communication, with a uniform dry-crop 
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vate of 12n,, and rice rates descending from Rs. 6 8a, in the 
highest to Rs.3in the Jast group. A maximum of Rs. 10 was 
adopted for garden lands, and -others from R.1 18a, downwards 
for the pulan or shitta land described above. 


The general result was as follows :— 





. Old Surzey 

Z Assessment. Aasossment, inanense: 

Se Rs, Ra. 
49 villages 48,339 54, 220 5,881 
ae 12,476 28,018 . 10,5837 
41"; 32,997 44,796 11,799 
22, 13,689 > 20,461 6,772 
6 68 29,218 89,458 10,240 
" 8 6,212 10,529 4,817 
6 4 2,990 6,128 2,183 
214 1,485,991 1,97,600 51,679 ~ 


Qt 35°4 per cant, 

This ig exclusive of indm (alienated) and waste land. 

The Honivar (Honore) subdivision, bounded on the north by 
Kumta, on the east by the Siddépur subdivision and Mysore, on 
the weat by the sea, and on the south by the Kundapur Taluka in 
Madras, has had its assessment revised in three instalments of * 
forty, twenty-cight, and fifty-five villages rerpectively, from 1888 
to 1887, They have been grouped in four classes, with, maximum 
rates for rice of from Rs, 6 8a. to Rs. 4, in aryserop of from 12a; 
to 8a,, in garden Jand of from Rs, 12 to Rs, 7 8a,, andi ‘in pulan 
from R. 1 15a, downwards, 

The genoral result, of the assessment on the ebenniinst laxid 
in occupation has been as follows :— 





Old Now . 
Sanenemient. Assossmont. Incionge, a 
S. ye 
40 villages 40,561 56,699 16,188 
28 C«s, 21,838 36,089 14,751 
55 oy 20,915 25,700 4,785 , - 
a a . 
Total . .~- 82,814 1,18,488 35,674" 


or"48 per cant, 

In all three groups of villages there was a decrease of assess~ 

ment ip! some, whilst in others there was a very large increase, 
thus providg the very great inequality of the old rates, 
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The Sirsi subdivision, which lies to the cast of Kumta ‘mad 
Akol’, to the north of Siddipur, and to the south of Yellipur, 
has been settled in four instalments of twenty-one, twenty-eight, 
forty-six, and twenty-slx' villages, from 1885 to 1888. It has been 
thrown into five groups, with maximum rice rates of from Rs. 5 to 
Rs, 8 8a, of dvy-crop from R.1 to 10a., and of a general masimum 
of Rs. 14 in garden, with a general result in Government ogcupied 
land as follows :— 


Old Now 
> Assessment.  Agsessmont. Tneronse. 
Rs. , Rs. Rs, *« 
21 villages 9,845 9,686 841 
28 » 9,883 14,821 4,488 
* 46 ” 16,488 24,011 7,528 





85,661 48,018 12,357 
. dr 84’6 por cent. 


* + Tho returns for the remaining group of twenty-six villages 
afford no proper means of comparing the assessments under the 
two systems on account of the imperfection of the old records, 
but fifteen of thom imwhich these are complete give an increase 
of 88:7 per cent, e 

“The sottloments of*the subdivisions of Supa and Yollipur, 

which adjdin the Belgim and Dhirvéy Collectorates on tho south, 
have been carried dut in so many different instalments, and cover 

_ Sach a deal of correspondence from 1865 to 1886, that it is im- 
possible to give a connected account of the whole. Tho grouping 
for maximum rates of assessment has beon arranged on similar / 
principles to those adopted elsewhere, that is, varying pes 

‘to,climato and facilities of communication, and the maximum ratylf 
ave similar to those of the adjacent subdivisions, 

A fairly connected account of the revision in the remaining, 
division of Siddépur can be gathered from the records, 3 
now beegiven. f 

In 1888 and the two following years tho Survey System was 
introduced ‘respectively into twenty-one, sixty-seven, 9144 eighty. 
one villages of the Sidddpur Taluka of this distri 
for which ave not included in the comparative stat fmen of revenue 

given above. A good description of the physic#} fostures of the 

VQlie EH, ay 





fu 
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st, the returns 
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tract of country iy given in the following extract from the As- 
sistant Settlement Officer’s Report on the settlement :— 

“To describe the Taluka it will facilitate matters to divide it 
into three sections running lengthwise fiém north to south. The 
western section comprises a thickly-wooded, hilly, and rugged 
countyy, running along the crest of the Ghits. The population 
of this tract js sparse and scattered, and the yainfall excessive, 
but affording a water-supply capable of producing double vice 
crops. The central division consists of a congeries of hills and 
spurs from the Ghats, with deep intervening valleys, which, fer- 
tilised by the humus washed from the high and wooded surround- 
‘ings, form most favoured situations for the cultivation of the 
betel-nut and other garden productions. The population ‘here is 
still scattered, the cultivators living in separate homesteads close 
to their gardens, instead of in communities, agin the more,open 
country. The eastern section differs considerably from the above. 
On emerging from the hills, the change to what, for Kénara, may’ 
be termed open country is more or less sudden. ‘The forest be-* 
comes thinner and growth more stunted, while large stretches of 
grass land and bare hill-tops meet the view. The garden culti- 
vation gives place ina greater monsure to rice, the population is 
denser, and the people live in communities in villages. The geo- 
logical formation is laterite, and in this portion ofe the Tiluka the 
soil is light, sandy, and so shallow as to afford’ little roqt-depth, a 
fact indicated by the stunted appearance of the foress and thin 
gvasses, which afford but little nourishmont to the cattle, The 
deciduous forest throughout the Téluka is interspersed with ever- 

greens (hans) of the finest descriptions, and here the soil is rich 
jud deep, and retentive of moisture, supplying the springs under 
witch sugar-cane is largely grown. The avorage vainfall for the 
Jast (en years, as registered at the Siddipur Mémlatday’s hacheri, 
amoun# to 1063 inches, It must,*however, be muclt heayier 
towards the Ghit.” tae 

Statisths for the three portions of the Tdluka successively 
sottled have been separately collected, and will now be combined 
as far as possble, in order to give a complete view of the whole. 
Tho density ~ population varies from 82 to the square mile 
in the more wesbyly villages to 191 to the same area in those on | 
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the east more immediately surrounding the town of Sidddpur. 
This is the only mart of any iinportance, that of Bilg!, a few miles 
to tle west, being comparatively little resorted to. The yearly 
sales of agricultural produce at ihe former are valued at about 
2t lakhs of rupees. About one-fourth of this produce may be 
said to be imported from the territory of Maisur (Mysore), which 
adjoins the Siddapur Taluka on the south. It is, well off in the 
matter of roads on which cart traffic is practicable. The main 
yoad from the Sirs{ Tiluka on the north to the port of Hontvar 

(Honore) vif the Malimani Ghit traverses it from north to-south, 
and passes through Siddfipur. “Two roads branch off from this 
vid the Nilkund and Dodmani Ghats, and open up communication 
with the port of Kumté (Compta). Three other roads from Sid- 
dApur connect it with Ban4osi to the north, SorAb to the east, and 
SAgar to the south. These are all important market towns, the 
last two lying in Maisur, A good deal of the garden produce of 
the Taluka finds its way eastward to the vailway line at Havari, 

«and thence inland to Bellary, &c. There are few parts in which 

communication by carts is not practicable within two or three 

miles, and although there are only about 500 agricultural carts 
owned by the people, the want is supplied by those belonging to 

the dealers of Siddpuz, which collect the produce in Loco, 

- From’ what can be ascertained with regard to tho early vevenue 
history of the Télika, it appears to have been settled between 
A.D. 1884,and 1837 by one Harihar Rai, but precisely on whut 
principles is not Imown, Tho several Governments of Bednur, 
Hyder, and Tippu Saheb largely increased tho rents then fixed, 
and the exactions of the last-mentioned were so severe as to leave, 
the country in an impoverished condition, On tho assumption 9 
rule by the British large remissions were given under Sir T, Mu, 
and succeeding Collectors. ‘In this settloment, which was th neq 
the thar tio, those who were most clamorous in their demands pained 
the largest share, and remissions were not fairly metda out to 
those who were not of old and influential families, thheg grented 
in the poorer rice villages occupied by humbler ten tg being in- 
significant. Tho accounts on which those os were made 
wero quite untrustworthy, being drawn up by th, Shanbhogs, or 
yilluge accountants, from the dijuéri, in which ve area of land 
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was estimated by the quantity of seed sown, and the hutduali, or 
return of the whole produce of each estate. 

Remissions of demand given in the twonty years preceding the 
settlement for casual reasons were insignificant in amount, Per- 
manent remissions, the reductions of demand noticed above, 
amounted to about Rs. 18,300 a year, aud the balancd appears to 
have been collected without difficulty. The latter averaged for 
these years Rs. 89,920. 

Of the arable land in occupation only 6,183 acres were found to 
bo devoted to fallow and dry crops, and 22,418 acres to rice and 
gardén cultivation, There are still unoccupied of dry-crop lands 
4,330 acres, of vice 797 acres, and of garden land 56 acres, It is 
evident from theso figures that the vyots depend for their sub- 
sistence chiefly on their irrigated lands, and dry-crop cultivation 
ods not occupy much of their attention, The subdivision of 
land, as might be expected under such sircunistancos, is vory 
minute, the average aren per head of the agricultural populatioi 
being from three-fourths to nine-tenths of an acre, The care dnd 
(skill with which, cultivation is carried on is proved by their pos- 
“sessing a paix of oxen for every four or five acres, whereas in, 
countries where dry crops ave mostly raised a pair is considered 
sufficient for from twenty to twenty-five acres, 

For assessment purposes the Téiluka has beow divided into 
three groups of villages, Tho first of these contprises eight in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Siddapur itself as tho chiok markot ; 
the second, of 128, rather more remote from the market, but con- 
taining the finest soil and the grontest facilities for the growth of 

ee, sugar-cane, and garden crops; and the third, of thirty vil- 
ee situated on the edge of the Ghat district, deficient in means 
*t mmunication and supply of labour, where the rainfall is ao 
of cu 
env as to be unsuitable for dry-crop cultivation, and produces a 
fever gpftimato. For these in dry-crop lands maximum ary, “ergp 
yates of 1 da., 12a., and 10a. have been severally adoptetl.» This 
h total assessment of Rs, 2,567, and an average rate of 
as given a, 
Gn, 6p. vor ote ihe 6,807 acres of land now in oceupation. 

» 6p. por ar 

herd vemaid jill 4,330 acres unoccupied, asseased at an average 


of 7a, 3 
For the three Nee maximum rates of Rg, 4 8n,, Re. 4, and 


n 
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Rs. 3 8a. have been adopted for rice lands. These give a total 
assessment of Re. 89,944, and an average rate of Rs.2 8, 4p. per 
acre, On the unoccupied area of 798 acres the average at the same 
rates comes to Rs, 2 ‘la. per acre. These averages vary from 
Rs.2 14a. 10p. in the first to Rs, 2 4a. Op. in the third group. 

For gardén lands a uniform maximum rate of Rs, 14 hes been 
adopted, and bag resulted in a total assessment of. Rs, 82,877 and 
an average vate of Rs,12 8a. llp. This proves the auperior 
quality of this description of land, There remain unoceupied only 
fifty. six acres, assessed at Rea, 827, or an average of a little under 
Rs, 6, and thus evidently of an inferior quality, The most valuable 
axo thoseof the second group, assessed at anaverage of Rs. 1210a.1p, 
an aare, hi 

Owing to the irregular manner in which the accounts of previous 
collections have bean kept, there are no means by, which those on 

. the different descriptions of land in the several groups can be 

‘ compared with each other. For fifteen out of the twenty-one 
villages first settled the total increase was from Rs.11,165 to 
Rs, 14,802, or 826 per cent, Tor fifty-one villages out of the 
second batch of sixty*seven the increase was from Rs, 26,051 to 
Rs, 84,518, or 82'5 per cent.; and for sixty-six out of the third 
patel of ighty-one from Rs. 84,881 to Rs, 48,269, or 42-4 per 
cont, It’ may De assumed that the increase on the whole is about 
93 per cent. The large enhancement of demand in the case of 
this Itstebatch is accounted for by the fact that the tract of 
eountry comprised in it is farthest from head-quarters, and the 
clandestine appropriation of land was easy, owing to the com. 
parative absence of supervision of the higher Revenue authorities,” 
even if it is not made collusively with the village accountants, who 
would probably, if honest, not tafe much trouble to verify in-. out- 
of-the-wiy and almost inaccessible valleys the correctness Of the 
statements of seed sown (bivart), on the basis of whieh § v the areas 
of oovapied jand have hitherto been calculated, : 

The" increases on individual holdings, will, in acec- Fre with 
the plan alvendy sanctioned, not be levied at once, but gradually, 
ao that the enhanced demands of tho State will "sot press hardly 
upon the cultivators, Tho assessment as a wholdy:has been pitched 
ata somewhat lower level than in the neighdipouring Téluka of 
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Sirsi to the north, on account of the greater distance at which it 
lies from the line of rail to Habli and Belldri. Tho principle of 
this is correct, as the bulk of the surplus agricultural produce of 
the Télike is taken inland for disposal, 

Omitting Sips, of which the figures previous to the introduotiow 
of the. settlement are not available, the, revenue of ‘that period 
compares with that of the Survey as follows : — 

Provious Survey Inorease 
to Survey, Sottloment, por cont, 
7 Rs, Re * 
Karvir . . . 49,870 1,07,040 _ 
Ankola and Kumta . 1,44,930 1,97,600 _ 
Hunivar , . . 61,870 69,690 _ 
, Yellépur. =... 57,080" 92,080 * 
* sisi y+ «75,020 1,085,670 _ 
Siddépur{ .  . = 74,597 _ 98,284 _ 


+ Potal . 4,638,117 «671,264 4r9 
(182 out of 162 villages.) 


Theré were before the Settlement various jenuves of land in this 
Collectorate of « more or less complicated and disputed origin and 
natme, which the Survey settlement has sot aside. Ag uny detailed 
description of these would be more of antiquarian thaw practical 
interest, such a description has heen omitted. «The gengral con- 

, dition of matters connected with tho Land Revenug aystem in 
force has been noted at the commencement of this chapter. 


5 
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CONCLUSION. 


Tau history of the Land, Revenue administration of the Bombay 
Presidency, exclusive of the island of Bombay and Sind, has thus 
been brought down to. tho latest date available. It would have 
been more satisfactory to be able to trace the effects of the Revenuo 
Survey settlements as a whole for their first entive term of thirty 
years, but many of these, especially in Kanara and in some parts 
of Gujarit, have only-very lately been completed, aud many years 
must consequently elapse before they come underyevision. Enough 
‘thas been written of thém to show the general principles on which 
they havé bectrearried out, and to set forth the improvament they 
have brought about in the resources of the State and the condition 
of the-peeple, an improvement which has amply repaid the great 
expense of the operation during nearly seventy yonrs, The work 
has been so thoroughly done that, with the most ordinary attention 
on the part of the Revenue authorities, there need never be an 4 
occasion for it to be done over again, or even amended, Unico 
other surveys carried out previously in various parts of the coup Kiry, 
its traces both in the records of Government and in the fel’ ee 
be permanent, for the boundary marks put up in the latter to gig. 
tinguiah occupancies are clearly shown in the village mi mips as well, 
and can therefore be identified ot any time and kehs in order. 
THe actual possession of each Survey field or pears sharo of the 
same can be traced back step by step by the aid ofthe Collector's 
books to the time of the Settlement, a continugys yecord of in- 
valuable use to the Civil Courts in case of disputes arising in 
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future years, The advantages of the Survey tenure, as Inid down 
by law, have been sufficiently explained in the coyrse df this work 
not to require any further description here. They hays, moreover, 
cundergino the great test of time, and, as ‘has been amply proved’, 
have come safely out of tho ordeal, and the reader can now judge | 
for himself whether the remarks in the Introductiomwith regard 
to the beneficent action of the Revenue aiithorities in the Bombay 
Presidency ‘have heen justified or not. 
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